
De cis ion No. _ ..... 4::..7.;.,.4.=;,9;:;;..:;8_ 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMrUSSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the !JIa tter of the Application of 
Joseph A. ~est and Elsie A. West 
to operate a water system at Preston, 
Sonoma County, to furnish water to 
prospecti ve consumers i::1 \\!'est' s Tract, 
a subdivision, and to establish rates 
to consumers. 

Applic2tion No. 33214 

Joseph A. West, for applicants; 
Clyde F. Norris, for the Commission staff. 

A?plicants, Joseph A. West and Elsie A. West, filed 

their application o,n Harch 11, 1952, for a certificQ,te of public 

convenience and necessity to construct and operate a public 

l~tility water system in a pro~osed subdiVision in Sonoma County 

to be known as I~est' s Tract and for authority to establish 

rates to be charged for water service. A map of the proposed 

service area is a'ttached to the application herein and was 

introduced into evidence as Exhibit tJo. 1. 

A F)l.lblic hearing in this proceeding was held before 

Exaciner Cline at Cloverdale on July 1, 1952. At this hearing 

applic~nts filed an amendment to-Paragraph 6 of said application, 

setting forth a revised schedule of proposed rates. 

Descri~tion of System 

The ilest Tract contains 17 lots to which applicants 

propose to furnish water service after the construction of homes 

thereon. 

The system will be connected to applicants' present 

well which is 2$ feet deep) has approximately 1$ feet of water 
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and has a capacity of 200 gallons per minute. This well also 

serves applicants' own hom~ and serves as a standby well for 

applicants' fish farm and hatchery. The present well cost 

~1,800. 

Applicants also propose to construct a second well at 

an estimated cost of ~2,000 on applicants' Lot. 1o, which upon 

completion will be the primary source of \'later. The present well 

will thereafter be used for standby pur,oses only. 

The new well will be equipped with a 5 hp Fairbanks 

ccntri£ug~l pump delivering SO ~~llons a minute at a discharge 

pressure of 70 pounds. The wat~r will be delivered through a 

1,OOO-eallon pressure tank and will be distributed through 

875 feet of galvanized pipe raneing from 6 inches to 2 inches 

in di.:tmcter. 

The entire cost of the new system including the new 

well is estimated at (;5,100. 

The water sup~ly has been tested and approved by the 

county authorities. 

Applicant will reserve the necessary casements in Else 

~,iay before turninz this street over ':0 the county. 

Witness ~. A. ~est testified that no other w~tcr system 

is prcp(l.rod to serve the proposed service area. The Cloverdale 

·,i:lt<:r System, which is :2 miles away, docs not wish to extend 

service to this area. 
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Proposed Rntos 

Applicants propo:e to serve water only on a measured 

oasis and at the following rates: 

guantit:t Charge 

First 700 cubic f~)ct , or less •••• , lit .............. 

Next 1,300 cubic fClJt, per 100 cubic feet · ...... 
Next 3,000 cubic f~ot, per 100 cubic feet · ....... 
Next 5,000 cubic foct, per 100 cubic feet · .. " .... Over 10,000 cubic feet, per 100 cubic feet .......... 
r-lini!":1llm Ch:lrgcs 

For 5/8 x 3!4-inch meter 
For 3!4-inch meter 
For l-inch meter 

· ....... " ................ . · ............ " ......... ., .. . 
• ••• " •••••• " •• til •••••••• tt • 

Per !lITeter 
Per r.!onth 

$2.10 
.25 
.20 
.15 
.12 

$2.10 
3.10 
4.35 

Applic~nts did not submit estimates of revenues and 

expenses in connection with the operation of the system. At thi~ 

stage of development, any such estimates necessarily \,/ould be 

highly speculative. 

~'Ji tness J. A. West did testify., however, that he did 

not expect to make any profit at the proposed rates unless and 

until the system is expanded to serve other areas not includ€d 

in the presently propos0d service area. 

The above ra.tes arc in conformity with those ch:;l.rgcd 

b:' other public utility water systems in the general terri toX)'. 

They are reasonable and should be authorized. 

Fin~nci~l Abilit~ 

Joseph A. '.'lest is a retired navy man and El$ie A. Hest 

is his wife. For thl" p2.St two y~ars a-pplic3.nts have been engaged 

in the opcr~tion of a fish fnrm and hatch~ry ~dj~ccnt to the 

proposod service area. Applicants have had a low net income 

during these ini ti.:al years of the development of th01r buslna,ss, 
but the record shows that their net income is steadily 1ncreas1ne. 

Applicants' net worth appears to be sU££icinnt to as~uro their 
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financial a.bility to continuo tho development, of their fish tarm. 

and hatchery busines~ and also satisfactorily to develop and 

operato the public utility water systom as proposed •. 

Conclusion 

The Commission has considered the request of applicant 

for a certificate of public convenience and necess1ty to construct 

and operate a public utility water system and is of th~ opinion 

that it 3hould be granted. The rates for water servic(:l proposed 

by applicant should be author1zed. 

The certificate issued herein is subject to the following 

provision of law: 

That the COmmission shall have no power to authorize 
the capitalization of this certificate of public 
convenience and necessity or the right to own" operate 
or enjoy such certificate of public convenience and 
necessity 1n excess of the amo~t (exclusive of any 
tax or annual charge) actually po:id t() the State as the 
consideration for the issuance of such certificate of 
public convenience and necessity or right., 

o R D E R 
---~-----... 

The above-entitled application having been considered, 

a public hearing having been held, the matter having been submitted 

and now b~n8Lready for decision, 

IT IS HEREBY FOUND AS A FACT that public convenience and 

necessity will require the construction and operation of a public 

utility water system by Joseph A. West and Elsie A. West" his Wife, 

in Sonomo County in the area known as Westla Tract and set forth 

on the map attached to the application on file here1n. 

IT IS ORDERED that a certificate of public convonience 

and necessity be and it 1s h.ereby grs.nted Jose'ph A.. West 

and Elsie A. West to construct and operate a public ut1l1ty 
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EXHIBtT A ., 

GENERAL METERED SERVICE 

APPLICABIUTY... '. 

hpplicable to all service. 

TER."UTORY 

In an unincorporat~d area in Sonoma County kno~~ as 
Nest's Tract, as shown on the map included in the tarift :sheets. 

RATES -
Quantity Rates: 

Per Meter 
Per Month 

First 
Next 
Next 
Next 
Ove.r 

~ 700 cubic feet, 
1,300 cubic feet, 
3,000 cubic feet, 
5,000 cubic feet, 

10, 000 cubic feet, 

or leas •••••••••••••• $2.10 
per 100 cubic feet ••• .25 
}'er 100 cubic ft;;)ct. ••• .20 
~cr 100 cUbic feet ••• .15 
per 100 cubic feot ••• .12 

Minimum Charges: 

For 5/s x 3/4-inch meter •••••••••••••••••••••• \112.10 
For 3/4-inch I:l.eter •••••••••••••••••.••••• 3.10 
For 1-inch meter •••••.•••••••••••• '. • • •• 4.35 

The Ninimum Charge will entitle 
the consumer to tho quantity ot 
wat0r which that monthly minimum. 
charge will purcha~e at the 
Quantity RatC3. 
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system for the distribution ar.d sale of "later 'within the 
, ' 

" 

ter.ritory hereinbefore described. 

IT IS HEREBY FURTHER ORDERED that applicant shall: 

1. File with this Commission, within thirty (30) days 
after the effective date of this order, in con-
for:nance with the provisions of General Order No. 96, 
four copies of the schedule of rates attached hereto 
as Exhibit A, together with four copies of rules and 
r€gulations and service area map and, on not less than 
five (5) days' notice to the public and this Commission, 
make said rates, rules and regulations effective for 
all water service rendered on or after the first day of 
September) 1952. 

2. ~ile with this Commission, within forty (40) days 
after the effective date of this order, four copies 
of a comprehensive map, drawn to an indicated scale 
of approximately 50 feot to the inch, delineating 
by apFropriate markings the tract of land and the 
territory served and the location of the property 
of applicant. 

The authorization herein granted will lapse if not 

exercised within one (1) year from the date hereof. 

days 

of 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty (20) 

after the date hereof. 

Dated~'~;"'d California, this ~~ day 

<k; I ' 1952. f' 

commissioners .' 

C 1 • Peter E M~'" h ., 'I' .. b • ,o~m ss:Lont:')r ....•.•••••.••... • •••.• ~~.t il.u. •• , oJ.ng 
!1I):ooc:lrily o.oscn~, did not Po.l,"tic1;po.te 
in the dlSvosi tion of this liroceedins. 
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