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Decision No. 47522 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the :r.1nttcr of the Application of ) 
Rose A. Johnson, db~ Johnson Truck ) 
Lines, to sell, and Delt~ Lines, Inc.,) 
~ corpor~tion, to purchase, highway ) Application No. 33~,1 
common c~rrior opcr~tion, including ) 
certiric~tcs of public convenience ) 
and necessity. ) 

Fr~nk Loughran and Carlson, Collins ~nd Bold by 
G, C~lhoun, tor Rose A. Johnson; and Frederick W, 
Mioikc, tor Delta Lines, Inc., <l:pplic~nts. 

Dougins Brookman and N. R. Moon, for Merchants Express 
Corporation, prot~stant. 

Willi~m M~inhold, for Southern Pacific Company and 
Pacific Motor Trucking Company; and Willard S, 
Johnson, for J. Christenson Co., interested parties. 

o PIN ION ____ --.11._ ...... 

The Commission is herein requested to authorize Rose A. 

Johnson, dOin'g business as Johnson Truck Lines, to scll her, highwny 

common carrier business and certificates of public convenience and 
(1) 

necessity to Delta Lines, Inc. 

A public hearing was held before Examiner Gillard in 

San Francisco on Juno 30, 19,2. 

Johnson operotes between the San Francisco Bay area and 

Woodland, ChiCO, and intermediate pOints. Dclt~ operates principally 

between the San Fr~ncisc~ Bay area and Stockton, S~cr~monto, 

Jackson, P1~ccrvillo) and intermediate pOints. It also operates 

an on-call service to Sacromcnto River pOints between Knights 

Landing and Sidd f S Landing. Colus~ and Knights tand'ing are common 

points in rights of the two applicants, and Delta has stipulated 

(1) The operative rights involved arc sot forth in DeCisions 
Nos. 42643, 46240 and 46244. 
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heroin that if the opplic~tion is granted it will consolidate its 

certificates so that it car~ot 5011 nnd still retain the right to 

serve either Colusa or Knights L~nding. 

The agreement of the pt\rt1cs provides that all of 

Johnson's assets and liabilities are to bo transferred to Delta, 

and Delta will assume all of such liabilitias and pay Johnson 

$60,000 in cash. Tho 'book value of Johnson's fr:mchises 15$8,098. 

On April 30, 1952, the liabilities wore $8,255 in excess of the 

assets. As of May 1952, Delta had assets of $872,854, including 

$76,102 cash and $272,237 tot~l current assots. Its earned surplus 

on that dctc w~s $172,267. 

If the transfer is approved, Dolta proposes to continue 

to usc all of Johnson's eq,uipmont and employees, and terminals in 

Richmond, Woodland, Yuba City, Oroville and Chico. The San Francisco 

terminal will 'be discontinued ~nd all octiv1t1cs consolidated in 

Deltafs San Frnncisco terminal. 

Delta also proposes to extond its present service from 

Sacramento to includo servico to YU'bo City, Marysville, Oroville" 

ChiCO, and other points now served by Johnson via the Knights 

Landing gateway. It is only this feature of the proposal that is 

protested by Merchnnts Express Corporation. A rcprescnt~t1vc of 

this carrier testified briefly as to thosorviccs being rendered by 

Merchants and other carriers from S~cr~mcnto to the pOints mentioned. 

He also stated th~t in his opinion a now competitive operation by 

Delta would have an adverse effoct upon Merchants. No details 

woro presented. 

The present transfer is motivated by the death of Walter J. 

Johnson in M~rch, 1952. The surviVing partner is his mother, age 8~. 

She is UDtible to p~rt1clpatc actively in the bUSiness, which has 

sur~ered financially since the doath of hor son. A continuation of 
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this business is in the public interest, ond we therefore find tht',t 

the proposed transfer is not advcrSGto tl1G pub11C intergst. Th~ 

evidenc~ presented herein is insu££1c1cnt to just1~y n rostr1ct~on 

against Deltn's proposed opcrntion from Sacr~cnto. 

We !urthcr find that the property to be procured or paid 

for by Dolt~ by the ¢xocution o£ the ~bove-mcnt1onod contract is 

rcason~bly re~uired for tho purpose specified heroin. Tho act10n 

taken hcr~in, however, is not to be construed to b~ a finding of the 

v~luo of the properties or opor~tive rights involved. 

A public ho~r1ng having beon held nnd based upon the con

clusions and findings in the foregoing opinion, 

IT IS ORDERED: 

(1) That Rose A. Johnson, after the effective date hereof 

and on or before siXty (60) days ther~aftcr, mny sell and transfer 

to Delta Lines, Inc. ·the operative rights' and property referred to 

herein, ~nd the l~ttcr may acquire and thereafter operate the same, 

such sale and transfer to be made in accordance with the terms of 

the contr~ct att~ched to the application as Exhibit A. 

(2) Th~t within thirty (30) days ~!tcr completion of tho 

tr~nsfcr herein authorized, Delta Lines, Inc. shall notify tho 

Commission in writing of that fact and file with it a true copy of' 

any bill of sale or other instrument of transfer executed to effect 

tho s$ltle .. 

(3) That within sixty (60) days after the effective date 

hereof, ~d upon not less than five (5) days' notice to the 

Commission and the public, applic~nt shall establish the service 
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herein authorized and file in triplicate,and concurrently make 

effective, tariffs and time schedules satisfcctory to the Commission. 

The effoctive date of this order shall be twenty (20) days 

nfter the d~tc hcrc~i' 1~ 
Dated at N~~d !,,UN), California, this 

~1 ,1952. day of 


