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Decision No. 47636 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALlFOENIA 

In the Matter ot the Application ) 
ot PACIFIC CO AST TERMIN;L WAREHOUSE ,) 
COMP ;""fY tor au thori ty to suspend ) 
temporarily its op.ers.tions as Il waro-) 
houseman in the C1 ty or Los Angeles. ) 

In tho lvIa tter of the In vos t1ga.t1on ) 
in to, the oporating ~1gh.ts~ operations) 
snd :t'ractico:l or ;PACIFIC COAST ) 
'I'~m At W;.RZHO'O'SE COMP ANY. ) 

Appearances 

~plicAt1on No. 33276 

Case No. 53$4 

Bugh Gordon .. for P'acif1c Coast Terminal Warehouse 
Compeny, applicant and respond.ent. 

OPINION _ ... - .... ---

These proceedings pertain to, pub11'c warehous1ng operations 
I 

of P acif1c Coast Terminal Warehouse Company 1nthe city ot· . " 

Los Angeles. By Application No. 33276 the company soeks' authority. 

to suspond. its operations temporarily. Case No. 5354 is an inve3t1-

ga tion by the Commis sion on 1 ts own .mo·tion in to . the company' ~ 

operat1ng rights, operations and practices. 

Public hearing of the matters was held on a conso11da~d 

record before Examiner Abernathy at Lo~ Angeles on ~r1l 21, 1952. 

Evidence' WttS submitted bya membor or the, Comm1s:iiori"s' 3t~r and by: 

the general manager of the warehouae company. 

The pert1nen t filets ot' record 'are as follows: 

P acifie Coast Terminal Vlareho·use Comp any has 'been engaged . 
, , 

in the b~s1nes::: 01: a public utili ty wl.U'ehousemen'in the ci ty ot 

Loa AngelossiIlce April 27, 1926. Early 'iIi September, '1950, th& 
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company was notified that the warehouse building, which 1 t ha.d 

occupied under s lease arrangement fo~ several' years theretofore, 

had been sold and tl:lat it would h.avoe to, vacate thepremi,ses 'by the 

end o£ Sep'tember, 19$1. Being unable to find otherq,ue.r-ters in 

~os Angeles which it considorod as suitable tor its: business, . the 

company leased warehouse space 1::0. the contiguous city or Vernon in 

March, 19.51, and proceeded to transter ito oporations to that city •. 

The transrerwa.s compl~tedon· or about June 1, 19$1. 

In seek1::o.g a.u thori ty to suspend its wa.rehouse service 1..", 

.Lo~ .Angolo$, applicant in effect seeks to preserve' the, presc~ipt1ve. 

operative right under which its .i.J03 Angeles operat1on:3 were , 

conducted. 'lhe company's posit1on with. respect to its prol'os.al is 

that· the diseon ti.n.uance of service was 1nvolu.."l tary and that the 

service w1l1 beree3tabl~:Jhed as soon as' p~8.ctica.b1(). Applicant':3 

general manllger testified that his company's parent organization~ 

P acit1c Freight J.,ines, has %:lade repeated et!orts.wi thout, . .sUccess to 
. . 

t1nd ,s. warehouse area in Los Angeles suitable tor the resumption of 

3.?plicsn t' s so~viees. He sud also· that P acit1c Freight Lines i~ 

contempla.t1ng tho construct1"n or So \varehouse building on .p·roperties 

ad,f,{cMt to that company':) Los .Angelos terminal md that i:f the 
,t"~-, , ; 

vfare~ouse 1sbuilt, applicant will transfer its oporat1ons· thereto • 

.. ' In proper cases and tor good causo the Commiss1on ma.y 

authorize a warehouseman to suspend its opera.tions. 'lb.o instant 

proceed!ngs, however, do not proVide a basis upon which the sought 

authority may be granted. First, the e~dence is clear that Pacitic 

Coa.st~erm1na.l Warehouse Compenyterm1nated its .:L,osAngeles 

oporations withou.t wa.1t1ng tor, or seeking, the requisite .au'l:l:lor1:tY~ 
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Unauthorized discontinuance ot service by a public utility is 
1 

tsn tscou.."l t to ab.endonmen t ot service. 

Second, it appears that the comp any has ab'andoned1 ts 

oporations in tllCt.. Notv/itb.s.tsnding its allegations to the etrect 

that the cessat10n ot operations was unintentional, having "ceen 

brought about 'by cond1 tions beyond its. control, the company volun-, 

tarily cliscon tinued its Los Angeles service tour :non ths prior to " 

the ultimate datt, set tor tJ:~e vaca.t1ng ot its WArehouse building • 

. Moreover, the eomp,any has not "ceen d11igen t, in demonstrat1ng 1 ts 

intent to preserve its statu~ as a pub11c v/arehouseman in . 
! .' .. 

Los: Angeles. Dur1ng the nine months "cetv/eon the time 1t rece1ved 
" , 

the notice to vs'c(ate and the time 1 t completed the trsnster ot 1 ts 

operations to the city' ot Vernon, the company did not sook author

ization !:rom th.e COZl'lm1ss1on to suspend service in Los Angeles. 

Atter having ceased its oporat1o~s in Los Angeles, it allowed an 

, addi t10naleight months to elap so betoro tiling 1 t~ application 
2 

herein. Clearly" under the circumstances a finding o,th&r than 

that the opera.tions ha.ve boen a"candoned me:y not 'bo made. With. the 

aoe.ndo:omcnt'ot'operations it tollows that tho company also hs.s· 

a'bsndoned its rigl':.t to provide public v/Qrehousing serVices, in 

10s .Ao.gelos. Actual operation is an essential ingredient,. the sinew, 

of sn operative right •. 

1 
He O'Callagb.an, 42' c.it.C. 264 
Re Vessel Opera.tions, 43 c .. s,.c. SO 
Ha.wkins, 43 C.,rl..C. 30,3, 309 . 
Gibson J..ines and Burlington Transportation Co., 49 Cal. P.u.c. 774 

2 
It 1: to 'bo no'ted that the application. wa.s not filed 'Until two·' 

ondone-hlllf months after tho Commission in.stituted itsinvest1gation 
in to the operating rights and oporations ot the eom:psny. CAse .' 
No. 5354 was inst1tuteci on January 1,$" 1952 and Ap~l1c(J.tion No • .33276 
was tiled on Yoarch .31, 19$2. . 
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Upon careful co~1derat1on of all of the facts and 

circumstances ot record, the Commission is or the opinion and 

finds that. Pacif'1c Coast Terminal' Warehouse' Company no longer is , 

a puo11cut111ty wArehouse~ 1n tho city or Los Ange~es and t~t 

its right to operate as a. public utility warf}houseman in said city 

no longer i~ or any ro~ce or ettect. Should the eompany undertake 

to reestablishpub11c warehousing operations in tO$ Angeles at 

some future date, it will 'be expeetod to comply ~th the cert.it1-

eating. p,rov1::1ons ot Section 10$1 ot the Public Utilit1es Codo." 

In view ot the eonelus1on.3 and findings hex-ein '.thtl.t ,the 

right ot Pacific Coast Terminal Warehouse ,Company to conduct ,a 

public wa'rehousing bUsiness in LO$ Angelos hAs, be<'n ,abandoned and. 

is therefore nonexistent, the comp~y's application will be dis

missed. It appears tho.t further 1nvest1gnt1on into the company'3 

operating rights, operations and practices is unnecessary and that 
, . 

the investigation proceeding should be termino.tod. The company 

will be requirod to cancol·any t~r1tt prov1s1on~ indicating that 

it 13 operating a.~ a public utility warehou:;.\cm.o.n in the city ot 

Los l'.Zlge le$ • 

o R D E R - - - _ .... 

~~b11c hearing of the above-ent1tle~ matters having beon 

held, the eVidence received bav1ng been considered ca.refully, and 

good cause appearing, 



IT IS HEREBY ORDERED· ,that 

1. Application No., ,3327.6' be and it:' is "hereby 

dismissed, anc that 

2. Pacific . Coas~ Terminal' Warehouse C'ompany be 

and it is hereby directed on' or befor~ thirty 
\ 

(30) days after the effective date of this 

order to effect cancellation" of any pro~ 

viSions in its tariff'or t.ariffs· indieating 

that it is operating "2,$ a public utility 

warehouseman in the" eity of 10·$ Angele$~ 

The effective date of this:. order shall be twenty (20) 

days after the date hereof e' 

Dated at San Francisco 7 California, ~his' 

of August, 1952. 
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