
47646 Decision No. ________ _ 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES CO*ISSION OF THE S·!ATZ OF CALIFORNIA' 

\ 
\ 

In the Matter of the Application of the ') 
RIVERA WATER SYSTEM ;Cor a Certifico.to of) 
Public Convenience and Necessity in the ) 
territory adjacent to the Southerly ) 
Boundary of its system. . ) 

In the Vatter of the Application of ) 
SOUTF.ERNCALIFORNIA ~:ATZR COr~PANY for ) 
an order granting ~ certificate of ) 

Application No. 33526 

I public convenience and necessity to ) 
construct or extend its plant or ) ApplicD.tion No. 33608 
system and to render service in certain ) 
territory contiguous to or in the 'ncar ) 
vicinity of territory now served by it ) 
in unincorporated territory in the ) 
vicinity of Norwalk, Los Angeles County· .. ) 

c. t .. Gardner, attorney, for Rivera ~latcr System; 
OtMelvcny &: Myers J by Frederick N. Edwards, 
Philip F. 't'lcstbrook, Jr., .:;nd. ~jarren !v1. Christ.opher, 
attorneys,' for Southern California ~Jatcr Company; 
Mrs. Ruth Hoover, for a group of propcrtY'ownor:z 
and in propria persona, and Edward Castro, in propria 
personn., interc$ted parties. , 

o PIN ION --- ......... _---
. 11 

Rivc:'a \'latcr System, 0. eorporation , and Southern 

California V/atcr Company, Y a.' corporation) by the above-entitled 

applica.tions filed June 25~ 1952, and July 2;, 1952, 'resp<:ctively,i 
.... 

seek aut.hority to 'extend their public utility water syz'i;,cms, and. 

scok certificates of public convenience and necessity for areas 

including such extenSions, and other areas in unincorporated 

t~rritory in and in the vicinity of Norwalk, Los Angeles County. . . 
, 

Southern California requested tl"..at itz app+ication be cons.idcred 

~ Hereinafter r~f~rred to as Rivera. 
~ Hereinaftor referred to ~s Southern california • 
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A-33526 
A-33608 

under and pursuant to Section 1001 or 1003 of the Public Utiliti~s 

Code, whichever is app'lica blc.", . 
, I I ~. \. ~ .):. ': (, ; 

, ' , 

A public, hcariJ.?g,in,these matter:: was 'hold' before 
! ., ..... ' ,I. 

Examiner Warner on:July 31, 19.52" in Los A.ngeles. 
" .. : 

At the hear,ing app~cant~ ~ended thcir';app1i'catio:ns by 
, '. , ~ 

the withdrawal from"t~e"applicati;n ~r"o'ne of all ;areas originally 
• "; • , f I"', ... 

in conflict with, the, ,apPl~~~:tion of '~h~ ~thbr~ 'an~r neither opposed 
, " " :, "'; . ..;", , .. , , 

the application of the",other .. , lf1~ elimination of, 'conflictinc; areas. 
. • '. I. f ,I j • ,'~ t : , :' " \ . ' ' 

was effected in acco~dance With a verbal agreement 'cctweenthe 
, " , .- .' _t'" _ . ~. I . . 

parties arrived at. sho:r;:tly before the hearing. " 'This agreement. . ,:.'.:,,", 

inclUded the proposal ~hat.Southern California'acquire the 

Leibacher Wat-er SY,S;ter:n, of Rivera, the location' of which is shown, 

on the map, ~~ibit B) attached to RiveraTs application. A 

separate application seeking Commission approval of such acquisi-, 

tion will be filed at a later date. 

A~plication No. 33526 

As amended at the hearing the area covered by Application 

No. 33.526 includes Parcels Nos. 1 ~nd 2 as outlined in green on 

the map filed at the hearing as Exhibit No. 1 in this ~pplication. 

Parc~l No.1, comprising 20 acres, is proposed to be 

subdivided as Tract No. 18086, Los Angeles County, and will be 

divided into 115 lots. It lies on the south side of Little Lake . 
Road (Florence Avenue) between Tracts Nos. 165$9 and 16785. Each 

of tho ~tter tracts is certifica,ted to Rivera and '~ter service 

is being fUrnished therein by Rivera. It is proposed to extend' 

Rivera TS presently installed. "'later' system in Tract No. 16,5$9 into 
.. 

Parcel No.1 and furnish water service therein from Rivera's 

water system as a whole. 

Parcel No.2, compriSing <lpproximately 45 acres) is a 

tri~nguUl.r, pa~~e~ . ~yine; northwest of' the ~1hitticr Branch of the 

'. " . 

-2-



A-33526 ~ 
A:-3360e 

, . 
• ,'"I ,_ :, I" 

I " .... ," ,.' 

"l,':',f. '_ .. 

"'- . 
• < • i " .... I ~ '" 

Southern. Pacific ·Railroad· south, of L:Lttl:c··'Lilkc····R·oad. ,: (.Florenca 
, • , , •• '.1 " '.")", 'J .! I 

Avenue) and northea st 'of the. ~pr.op~s,ed 'santa'" Ana: j Fr.e~~y • , It is 
~ • ' • ,I ' • 'j : ' L , " ~. • ; 

bounded on tile west by Tract No .. 16796 in which Rivera is presently ..... / . 
• ' l! I I ". I ., ! ... " ~ , , , ~ 

furnishing water service'.·" Altho.Ugh the area" fOrplerly an orange' " 
. ' . 

grove'" ,is now being .farmed,. :o,.vera,'s witness, stated that a 

tentative ~ubdivision map had been submitted containing 69 lots.. 

It is. also, p,roposed to furnish:water service in Parcel No. 2 from 

Rivera's water'system as a whole. 
,I, • 

I' 

, Riv0ra's water system as a Whole now,'.includes about 
.. I. ': 

, I" 

1,900 cons\4'Uers/ With approximately 70'0' additioMl houses under 

construction •. A group of nine wells, Wi~h total production 

capacity of'9;~OO gallons per minute, comprises Rivera's source 

of water supply!. . ',' " 

From a review of the record 'it"appears that Rivera's 

SOt,lrcc of' ~later supply and plans for furnishing water servi'cc to 

Parcels Nos .. 1 and 2 a.re . .:l~eq\Ul.te and sound and that the cert.ificate 

of public,convenience and necessity covering Pa.rcels.Nos. 1 and 2 

should be' 'granted, and the o;r:der which follows will so provide. 

Ap'Olication No. 33608 

The area covered by Application No. 3360$ as, amended at 

th<;: hearing includes Parcels Nos. 1, 2, :3 and 5 as sho\'m. on the 

map filed at tho hearing as Exhibit No. 1 in this appli.cation. 

Parcel No. +. co~priscs about 60 acres of 'subd~vidcd 

territory and about' 65 Docres of unsubdi'lJlided. terri to'ry, a t.otal 

of 125 acres. This pJ.rc~l lies.' immediately west of' the service 

~reo. o.f ExcelSior 1iJator Company 1 Inc .. ,) . .:.long Pioneer Boulevard,? 

nort.h of an extension,of Gettysburg Drive. It is bounded. on the 
, 

west by a portion-of.Southern ~liforniaTs service area which 

for,mcrly comprised the service area of Southland \lrater Company, 

acquired' by Southern Calil'O,rnia on June 1, 1952, pursuant to 
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A-33526 
A-3,360S 

Decizions Nos. 47052 and 47104. By the Commission's Decision 

No. 47491, Southern California was authorized to acquire 

Excelsior's water system and said acquisition is expec~cd to be 

completed by September 1; 1952. Parcel No. 1 has been subdivided 

into three subdivi~ions comprising 266 lots. 

Parcel No.2, a triangular parcel, lie's southeast of 

the Whittier. Brancho! the Southern Pacific Railroad at its inter

section with the proposed Santa Ana Freeway. A copy of a petition 

of 23 residcnte in Parcel No. 2 was filed at the he~~ing as 

Exhibit No.3, requezting water service by Southern California. 

Said residents live on vleet Esther Street, Elizabeth Street, and 

alotlZ Orr and Day Road. Southern Californial'z witness stated that 

under its water service extension rules, 2,,300 feet of:".rater main 

extenSions would be furnished in Parcel No. :2 without cMrgc and 

that this footage should be more than enough to serve the parcel 

without additional charges for water main extensions. 

Parcel No.3 includes a 10-acre tract proposed to be 

subdivided by Casa l'JI'..anana, Inc., comprising 1.;.0' lots. Exhibit No •• {4 

is a copy of ~ letter :from the subdividers to Southern California:\ 

requesting water service. This parcel also includes Tract No. 16S69 

being subdivided by ?arrotts Escrow. Exhibit No. 5 is a copy ot a 

request £rom ~he subdividers for service to this tract. Exhibit 

No.6 is a copy of a letter from Southern Cali!ornia Edison Company 

requestins a 2-inch water connection from Southern California for 

water service to a 220· kv substation locatce at Firestone Boulevard 
" on the San Gabriel River.· The record shows that there are no 

immediate plans for subdividing the balance of Parcel No.3 but. 

Southern Cali:ornia's witness stated that a certificate covering 

the entire parcel was applied for in order to mke Southern 

California's -:ertificated service territory gcographicallY9omplete 
in this area • . 
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A-33526 
A-3360e 

Pareel No.5 likcwi::c is not being subdivided at. present 

but its incl~sion in this application, also, was for the purpose ,of 

completing Southern CaliforriiaTs certificated service territory in 

this area. 

Exhibit No. 2 filed at the hearing is a schedule ,0£ .. 
Southern California':: plant data in its Norwalk service area, 

showing the diameter and depth of wells, static and p~~ping water 

levels, pumping plant installa:tions l and water production of the 

pumping plants at the .eight plants in the area. It shows a total. 

production capacity of 4,;47 gallons per.minute and Southern .. 
,. 

Californiafs Witness testified that a gas engine pumping plant with 
I 

a production capacity of at least .. l,OOO gallons per minute. is 

proposed to be installed on the north side of Firestone Boulevard 

at the location of Norwalk Plants Nos. 1 and 2. 

Southern California proposes to- furnish water service in 

Parcels NOS., 1, 2, :3 and' 5 by the extension and interconnection of.' 
.". 

its presently installed water facilities. 

Exl'libit No.7 is a copy of a letter dat.ed July 29, 1952, 

to the Los Angeles County Bo~rd of Supervisors from Southern 

California requesting a franchise covering the areas included in 

this application and other territory surrounding them. The 

requested franchise would include the area sen€rally described as 

being bounded on the west by the San Gabriel River, on the south 

by Rosecrans Avenue, on the east by V~lley View Avenue, and on the 

north by Anaheim-Telegraph Road. 

The record shows that easements have been, or are 

proposed to be, secured by Southern California for the laying of 

pipe lines in subdivisions prior to the dedication of-the streetc. 

It appears that the sources of water supply presently 

installed and proposed to be installed by Southern California are 
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A-33526 
A-3360S 

adequate to Serve Parcels Nos. 1, 21 3 and 5 and ~hat ~ certificate 

of public convenience and necessity covering these parcels should 

be granted as applied' for and the order which follows will so 

provide. 

The record in these and other proceedings covering 

unincorporated territory in and in th~ vicinity of No~lk, 

Los Angeles County) shows that this territory is being subdivided 

very rapidly due to the construction of the Santa Ana Freeway 

which traverses it diagonally from the northwest to the southeast. 

Reouest for Lifti~or Restri~tions on Water System 
Extensions in~o Conti~oUS Te1:rito~tmposea bv 
!fecisio:ns :Nos.: "411;63 , _~nd:1&--1. 

By its Decisions Nos. 47463 , 45105 and 45758, tpc 

Commission restricted extensions of the water systems of Rivera
1 

Southern California, Southland viator Company, Norwalk ~'later Company 

and Leibacher Water Company into contiguous areas without further 

order of the Commission. The areas in conflict between these 

companies have now be'en certificated to one or the other of thes~ 

companies or their SUCcessors in interest and the need for such 

restrictions now appears to be nonexistent~ It further ~ppears 

that it would not be adverse to the public interest that such 

restri~~ions be lifted; 'and the order which follows will so' 
provide,~ , f .. , " '\. ... 

I 

" , The Commission has conSidered the applications of River~ 

and Southern Californi~ for certificates of public convenionce and 

necessity to construct or extend their public utility W.ltcr systems' 

in and in the vicinity of Norwalk, Los Angolos County, and is of , 

th4? opin.ion that they should. bo granted subjoct to the following 
proviSion of law: 

That the Commission shall have no power to 
'authorize the capitaliz~tion of these 
certific~tcs of public convenience and ncccscity 
or the right to own, operate, or enjoy such 
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cert.ificates of publi.c 'convenience and necessity 
i~ 0XCCSS of the amoun~s (exclusive of any tax 
or annual charges) actually p~id to the State as 
the consideration for the i~suance of such 
certificates of public 'convenience. and necessity 
or right., 

The action taken herein shall not be construed to be a 

finding of the value of· the 'property herein described. 

o R D E R 
~ - - --

Applications ·having.been filed, a public hearing having 

been held, the matters·having been zubmitted and now oeingready 

for deCision, ; 

IT IS HEREBY FOUND AS A FACT that public convenience 

and necessity require that certifica~es of public convenience and ' 

~ccessity be granted to Rivera ~latcr System1 a corporation, and 

Southern California· Water Company,.a corporation, to construct or 

extend their water systems in and in the vicinity of Non.-alk, I. 

Los Angeles County, in the area designated as Parcels Nos. 1 and 

2 as shown'ion the map filed at"the hearing as Exhibit No .. 1 in 
" 

Application No. 33526· for Rivera ~lat.er System" and in ·the area 

designated as Parcels Nos. 1, 2; ;, and 5· as shown. on th.~:map £iled 

at the hearing as Exhibit No .. 1 in Application No. ):360$.' for 

Sout-horn California t-!ater Company; . therefore , 

IT IS HEREBY OP~ERED as follows: 

1. That certificates of public. convenience and necessity 
be and they arc granted to Rivera ~'Jater System ,and 
Southern California ~later Company to construct, or 
extend their water systems in the respective areas. 
hereinabove described. 

2.. Th.:i.t, pursuant to Section 10030£ :he Public Utilitie::i 
Code, the Commission wlll izsuc a certificate of': , 
public convenience and n~ccssi~y to Southern Californi~ 
;~aterCompany to exercise the rights and privilege·s 
under a franchise applied for from the COu."i.ty.·of' 
Los Angeles as shown in Exhibit No .. 7 :upon the presenta
tion to the CommiSSion of evidence s""tisfactory to' it 
that the franchiS8 has been secured by Southern 
Cali.fornia ·~iater Company. This certificate of p.ublic 
convenience end necessity will ~pply to tho ~r¢a . 
her0inabovc described. 
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, . 
'1., 

\.' , 
,~ ..... 

3. Tmt Rivera V:ater System and So;uthern California 
vIator Company be and they arc. 3.uthorized to apply 
their presently filed rates to the arcas. .covered 
by the c(:rtifi'catcs of .. public convenience and 
necessity granted by this order. 

4. ThQt Rivera Water System and Southern California 
~ater Company, each, shall file, within :forty (40) 
days after the effective date of this order, four 
copies of a comprehensive map, drawn to an 
indicated scale of not less than 600 feot to the 
inch, delineating by appropriate markings the 
various tracts of land and territory serVed, and 
the location of their various properties. ' 

5 • Th'lt Rivera ~lo.:t.cr System and Southern California 
t-later Company 1 each, shall file four copies of a ' 
tariff service arc~ .map acc~ptable to the CommisSion'. 

6. That the, restrictions imposed on Rivera Water System 
itself and os' successor in interest to ~ibo.chcr 
~'latcr Compa.ny) :lnd on Southern Californio. ~later 
Company itself and as successor in interest to 
Southland Wo.ter Compo.ny .o.nd !~orwalk Water Company, 
on extensions of their water service into contiguous 
areas imposed by Decisions Nos .• 47463, 45-106 and. 
4575e be o.nd they o.re lifted. • 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty (20) 

California 1 this :l~. ' day 

. Commissioners. 


