
Decision No. 47795 

BEFORE TEE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the ~atter of the Application ) 
of ) 

vlARREN G.. huNTER and rMRIE huNTER 1 his ) 
wife 1 doing business as Hunter \1ater ) 
Company, for a certificate of Public ) Application No,. 33519, 
Convenience and Necessity to operate a) As A.mended 
public utility water system in Blocks 93 ) 
and 94 Crescent City, Del Norte County ) 
and to establish rates for the service. ) 

~'larrcn c;... Hunter and Marie Hunter, in propria persona 
J .. 'oJJ. J~ckson, for Crescent City ~:ater Company, protestant. 

o PIN ION ..,... ..... -. .... ~-

Applicants seek a certificate to operate a public uti;I.ity 
11 water service, for d.omestic use, in B~ocks 94 and 111 in Crescent 

City. The application was opposed by Crescent City Water Company, 

a ~ublic utility which renders domestic and commercial water service 

in portions of the city ~nd its environs, including territory near 

that which applicants propose to serve. The ~pp1ication was sub­

:ni tted at a ,ub.lic hearing held before Examiner Cregory Cl.tCrescent 

City on September 18, 1952. 

The application, as amended at the hearing, recites that 

the ~roposed water system~ designed to s~rve 20 consumers, would 

comprise A well) loceted about 115 feet west of Wendell Street,. a 

pumping plant and a 4-inch distribution oain, estimated to cost 

about $3,$00. An exhibit atta.ched to the application, showing the 

11 Th~ application refers to Blocks 21 and 94. Hunter. has rclin~ 
quishcd an o?tion to purchase Block 93 and has substituted 
Block 111, located northeast of Block 94, as an area to be 
served in addition to Block 94. 
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proposed installations in Block 94, indicates that distribution 

lines ranging from 4 to 2 ~nchcs would be laid in ,the streets 

surrounding three sides of the block with a l-inch service line 

running to each residence.' No lots had been sold as of June 24, 

1952" the date the application was filed. A minimum flat rate of 

$2 per month is proposed for domestic service for a single family. 

Easemer.ts for water service extensions wo~ld be reserved in sales 

cont.racts 'and deeds covering the lots.. I't is also alleged that 

applicants have been unable to arrange satisfactory tcrm~, with 

Crescent City Water Company for,water service. 

The evidence shows that the H~r.tcrs and officials of the 

Crescent City Water Company, between' October, 1951 and May, 1952, 

we,re negotiating for extension of water service by the company to 

Hunter's,,,p-roperty; that they were unable to agree, a.m.ong other things" 

on who was to pay for increaSing the 'size of the company's main in 

order to extend the service; that on May 31, 1952, the company 

cancelled its offer to construct the extension for approximately 

$1,800. The Hunters thereupon filed this application'for a ce~tifi­

catc '(June 24, 1952) to 'operate their own system and proceeded to 

install 0 well, pumping plant and distribution lines in Blo¢k 94, 

to serve an init.ial group o! 10 residences which were either con':':: 

structed ~r were under construction on the day of the hearing. 

The company's position, 3t the hearing j was that it stood 

ready to extend service to the Hunters or to anyone else it 

applic~tion were mrJde pursu~mt to its established rules and. regula­

tions on file with this Commission. The Hunters, were unwilling to 

sign the usual agreement for such ~ line extension. 

-2-

.; 



".e 
A-335l9 (Amd.) 

The system installed. by the Hunters, at e. total cost for 

land, motcri~ls) l~borond overhead of ~pproxim~tely $2,500, is 

substanti~lly different from thClt described in the a.pplication. 

It consists of ~ dug) concrete lined well ~bout 24 feet' deep, a 
. . 

Universal pump of 4.0 gallons per minute cap~city directly connected 

to a 2 hp Robbins and Meyers electric motor, a chlorination unit, 

;lnd a 500-g~,llon pressure tank with a 2-inch outlet through l:;-inch 

pipe, ~ll in a concrete floored house located on 3 2O-by 40-foot 

plot midway between tvendell and T.:1ylor Streets on the' south side of 

Block 94. The distribution system comprises about 200 feet of 2-inc~ 

pl:lstic pipe with standard galvanized fittings ~nd l-inch plastic 
, , 

services. The 2-inch pipe is 13id lS inches deep in a private, 

right-of -way along the center line of the bloc'k. An extension of 

approximately 200 feet is proposed for Block 111. A six-hour tast 

in July, 1952, developed pumping capacity of approximately ;,000 

g~11ons per hour. A water analYSis report in e"(tidence, based on 

saop1es rec-taived by c> San Fr::tncisco It!'borotory on September 5, 1952, 

indica~es that while the water possesses the chemical charact~r-. 
istics typical in general of r~our.d wat~r in the vicinity and is of 

satisfactory quality, it, nevertheless, contains .') high proportion 
, , 

of iron pnd rzanganesc whichl with chlorinetion, ean be-expected to 

result in st3ining pnd discoloration. These effects can be over­

come, however, by continuous chemical treatment deSigned to hold 

the iron ~nd manganese in solution. No 'bac~eriolog1cal report w~s 

~ade ~vnilable £or the record. 

The record further zho'l's that the present installation of 

plastic pipe is unacceptable to the federal agency which is expected 

to advance lo .. ~ns for construction of residences and that applicants 

have under consideration plans for substituting 4-inch galv.lnized 

pipe Plnd'other improvements necessary to meet objections. of the 

l~ani'l1g agency. 
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Full considcr:;ttion of the ~ppli.crtion and ~of the evidence 

ot record leads us to ccnclud~ thctappl±c~ntST w~ter system, ~s 

presently inst~,lled, is not ~dcqul?tc for the purpose for which it 
.' f ' 

, 
is intended. If applic~ntsT pl~ns for improving the system mature, 

they may p~esent .:t supplement.:tl applic.?tion in the present procced­

i~e fo~ the Commission's consideration. 

The ~pplic~tion will ,be denied without ~rejudice. 

o R D E R - - - --
Public hc~rin~ h~ving been held in the above entitled ~nd 

number~d applic~tion) the m~tter h~ving been submitted for ~ecision, 

the Commission now being fully advised and basing its order upon the 
.. 

findings ~nd conclusions contained in the fo~egoing opinion, 

IT IS ORDERED thtA.t the application of ~'::\rren C. Hunter .<:)nd 

Marie Hunter; his wife, dOing bUSiness PS Hunter ~ltcr Company, be 

and., ~t, hereby is denied without prejudice. 

Th~ effective d,'='te of this order shall be twenty (20) dnys 

nft~rth~ d~te here~~~ • 

Aated at~Mb~, Californi~, this ?' ~. 
d?.y .. of a::rZ:"AL.t.) 1952 .. 

) 

Commi'ssioners·. 
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