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Decision No. 4.7897 
-.- : ~ . . 
." . 

B'ZFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMi:1ISSION OF 'THE STATE OF CALIFOBNIA 

In the Matter of .the,Application of ) 
The Board of Supe;rvi$,~~s; of the ) 
County or.Ala~eda, ,State of ) 
California, for ,authorization to ) 
co~struct a public highway across ) 
a railroad. ) 

. ..: ......... ~ ..... , ~ 
?ich~rd H. Klip~crt, Deputy District Attorney, for 

applicant. 
F. S~ Myers, 'for Southern Pacific Company~,p.rotestant. 
M. E,,;, C'retchel, for Transportation Division; Public: .' .~ 

Utili~1es Commission of the State of California. 

o PIN. I 0 r; ........ ~-.-......,--

The Co~~ty of Alameda seeks an order authorizing it to 

construct a crossing at grade ov~r the traclts of the Southern 

Pacific Comoany at P~S00 Grande in San Lorenzo Village in said county. . , , 

Public hearings we=e held in San Lorenzo Village on 

September 24 and 25, 1952, before Examiner Gillard. 

San Lorenzo Village occupies an are~ of a little in excess 

of one square mile which is 'bounded on the west by undeveloped areas 

bordering. on San Franci~co Bay, on the east by the trackage ot the 

Southern Pacific Company, o~ the south by Hathaway Avenue and on tho 

north by SOon Lorenzo Creck'. PO-seo Grande is midwt!ly between F..athaway 

Avenue and San Lorenzo Creek, and is the only street which t~averses 

the entire area on the east-west axis. It terminates on the east at 

the railroad right 0'£ way. Applicant ""orud extend Paseo Grande a 

distance 0'£800 feet east0rly from the tracks to connect with 

!o1eckland Avanuo. 

Hesperian Boulcv~rd (State Highway No. 17) bisects the . 
area on the north-south axis •. Lewelling Boulevard is just north of 

. 
nnd parallel to San Lorenzo Creek, and intersects Hesper1an Boulcyard 
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at right a.nglcs~ This interseotionwill be referred to hereinafter 

as ttfoU!' corners'~ There· is' ~ grade oro~~'ing at Lc~/elling Boulevard 

which is 1,480' fe~t nort~ 'of the prop~sed crossing and anothc'r a.t 

Blossom "Jay which is 3,810 feet to the s'ou'tih. 

The ~stshorc Frec"'Iray development of tl'lc Division of' 

Hi'ghways, which will ~un from Oakland to So.n :;o~c, passes through 

S<l%l Lorenzo Village, approximately midway botw~'en Hosperian Boulevard 

and the Southern Pacific tracks. The completed portion of, the free

way tcr=.inatos at four corners. The next section o:f.' the frec"ra.y, " 

""hich extends four miles south of four cornors ,is now under con

struction,with completion expected in Juno of 1953. 

Within the area of S~ Lorenzo Village the Pasoo Grande 

ovcrcrossing is the only street which crosses the freeway. 

That portion of San Lorenzo V11laze which lies 'between the . , 

freeway and the tracks contains 630 dwellines, all constructod$inco 

1945. These re~idents have no direct means of egress to the cast. 

The most direct route to the north would' be via Pasco Grando over-

pass, Hcspcrian Boulevard ~~d four corners. Acccs~ to the south via 

the Blossom Way crossing is ~o2:letiI:les blocked by, .trains, but is 

otherwise not too inconvenient. 

.' 

Tho San Lorenzo School District maintains the ColOnial 

Acres Scr~ool juc:t ca,::t of tho tracks and o.djaccnt to' tho, proposed 

?as~O Grande extension. At tho present tice this school zerves 

children residing east of the tracks. However, the population in 

San Lorenzo Village has increasod so rapidly that four other schools 
. - .". . 

i:n,'the villago arc badly overcro ... tdod. To ease tho burdon,·'2.l.rO ehil"-

c.re:n from the village arc:::. \.;ill 'be shifted to the ColOnial ).:010'05 

School. For this puxposc the proposed crossing is clmost a necessity. 
, , 

For the pur~osos of police ane fire protection, the 

Sheriff or Alameda County and' the Chief of the Cherryland F,iro 

-2-



A-33469 SL 

District tcs~iricd for the proposed crossing. The cxtr0mcly hc~vy 

t~atfic conditions on Lewolling and Hcspcrian wero dC$cribed by them 

and also by several other witnesses. During morning and evening rush 

hours, access to the village from tha north via four corners is 
, 

ehtrcmcly delayed. Any otber route would be too circuitous to be 

ti~cly in ~~ emergency. 

A reprcsentctive of Key System Transit Lines testified that 

service to this arc~ would be instituted it the crossing were con-

. structcd. Eo stated th.lt use of the proposed Pasco Gr:lrldc crossing, 

l"$.thcr tha!'l tho Blossom ~rD.Y c!"ossing, would enD-ble Key System to 

serve 20 per cent more people ,·Ii th no additional mileage. 

Under construction at the ,resent time is a bridge across 

San ~ronzo Creek which will connect Via Granada with Le~elling 

Boulevard. Completion is expected next $pring. ~ccess to this 

bridge is four blocks ea~t of four corners. The testimony on this 

record indicates that this bridge will not supply the needed acecssi-

bility to this arc~. 

The propoced crOSSing involves a single track and no spurs 

or sidings. O~ly freight trains operate over this trD.ckagc (except 

special ,asscngcr trains). Exhibits of record disclose an average 

of 16 frci.gilt trains d;.ily and no pass<lngcr trains. The through . 
trai~s operate at ~ miles per hour, and the local switchos at 2; 

:niles ,or hoUl" .. 

Southern Pacific Company opposed the crossir~ on the 

grounds that i t ~fould be of no benefit to it, would 'be an added 

hazard, and would cost about $300 annu.llly to maintcin. 

After c~roful consideration of tho evidence we arc of tho 

opinion, ~nd so find, that construction of a public crossing as 

proposed is in the public interest. The normal hazard created by 

any grade crossing would be somc'N'hD.t alleviated in this case by. 
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diversion of traffic from congested Lewelling Boul~va~d, and all 
", 

witnesses agreed that fla~hing signal light: would be adequate' 

protection. 

Applicant presented detailed evidence on tne cost of con-
" stru.ction of the crossins and did not request that any of such costs 

b0 borne by the Southern Pacific Company. !he r~ilroad; however, 
, 

should maintain the crossing and the protective d6"11~os ,',a..."'ld the 

order will so provide. 

P~b11c hearings havinz been held ~nd basod upon the con

clusions and findings cont~ined in the foregoing o,inion, 
. . 

IT IS ORDERED that the County of Alameda is authorized to 

construct at Pasco Gr.:nde in San Lorenzo Village a pub11c'crossing 

at grade over tho tracks of tho Southern Pacific Comp~~ at the', 

location more pcrticularly described in the ~pplication, subject to 

the following conditions: 

(~) 

(b) 

(c) 

Tho above crossinz shall 'be identified as Crossing . 
No. D-1S.4. 

The crossine shall bo constructed of :;, width of not 
less' than 40 feet ~~th ercdes of approach not greater 
than siX per cen'!::. Construction zhall bo equal or 
superior to Sta."'ldo.rd No. 2 of.' Gcncr~l Order No.: 72. 
The crossing sh~ll bo protected by two St~,ndard No. 8 
flashin~ lieht Signals ~s prescribed in General Order 
No. 7'-B. 

The entire cy.pcnsc of constructing the crossing 
inclusive of tho prot<:ction her0in ordered, ~hail 'be 
'borne by applicant. The co~t of mainten~co of th~t 
portion of the crossing up to lines two feet outsido 
of the outside r~ils ~h~ll bo borne by applic~~t. 
The cost of ~intcn~ncc'bctwocn so1o. lines, nnd or 
tho protective devices, shall be borne by Southern 
Pacific Compo.ny. 

-. 
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Cd) Within thirty (30) days after completion pursuant to 

this order, avplieant shall so advise the Commission 
in writing. This authorization shall lapse if not 
eXercised within one (1) year, u.~css time be extended .. 

The effective date of this order ~hall 00 t~enty (~O) days 

after tho date hereo! • ./ J 
~ed at~~J4< e..<';"l, Calii'orn1a, this ..:1'-r:/ 

day of -4.c::.t',Jq h~ ___ , 1952 .. 


