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Decision No. 47926 

BEFORE THBPti"BLIC UTILITIES COMrlISSION OF THE STA.TE OF CALI~OR1\T!A 

In the Zl,atter of th.e Application or ) 
NICHOLAS C. CONTEAS and NICHOLAS ) 
KAVORAS, Co-?artner~ doing business ) 
as CALIFORNIA AUTO TRANSPORT, to sell, ) Application No. 3,3$23 
and r~NOSHA AUTO TRANSPORT CORPORATION, ) 
a corporation, to purchase ,operating ) 
rights of a highway common carrier tor ) 
the transportation or motor vehicles. ) 

Nicholas C.' Conteas and Nicholas Kavoras, co-partners 

doing 'business as California Auto Transport, seek· authority here1n 

to transfer to Kenosha Auto Transport Corporation, a corpor3tion, 

the highway common carrier right~ created by Decision No. 4$990, 

dated July 24, 19;1, on .Application No.310l8, ~nd transferred to 

Conteas and Kavoras by Decision No. 47229, dated June $, 19$2', on 

Application No.' 33382. 

The certificate proposed to be sold authorizes the trans­

portation ot motor vehicles and other specified types of veh1cles, 

parts and'equipment over designated h1ghways between Sacr~mento 

and Santa Rosa on the north nnd the Mex1can border on the south •. 

No automotive equipment or other phYSical property is 1nvolved in 
, ' 

the transfer .. The proposed consid~ration.ror the cortificate1::: 

$9,500 payable in cash upon approval of the sale heroin. ' 

Conteas and Kavoras are also parties to Application 

No. 33824, filed concurrently herewith, in which they propose to 

purchase the highw~y common carr1~r rights of W. H. Clark. This 

cortific~tc authorizes tho transportation of the samo corr~oeitics 
. 

here1n~bove referred to, but gr~nts opcr~~1ng authority over most 

of tho principal h1gh' ..... ays in Ca lir~rnia. It is alleged thot the 
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purpo~e of these transfers is to permit Conteas ~nd ~voras to ex­

p~nd their operating'authority. The applications 3re interdependent 

and it is requested that the Commission consider and act'upon them 

concurrently. 

Kenosha is ~n Ohio corporation with its principDl place 

of business in Kenosha, Wisconsin. It has filed a certified copy 

of its Articles of Incorporation with this Co~~ission in Application 

No. 28162. It is oll~ged that Kenosha trnnsportz motor vehicles in 

interctote commerce pursu~nt to a certificate of public convcmience 

~nd noco~s1ty issued by the Interstate Commerce Commission, and that 

this certificatc authorizes opcr~tions betwcen various pOints in 

the United States, including most of the principal points and places 
" , 

in C2lifornio. 

Attached to the application is 0 bal~nce sheet of the 

buyer os of M~rch 31, 1952 which disclozcs assots of $2,950,000 and 

unappr.opri~ted surplus of $1,300,000. ' It is alleged that Kenosha 

has sufficient equipment to undertake service under this certificate 
. 

and that it i~ prep3red to rend~r an efficient ond sat1s1"~ctor:v 

s~rvicc to the ~ub11c. 

Under the circumstances pres~ntcd, we find that the pro­

posed trcnsfer is not adverse to the public interest ~nd therefore 

will b0 t.uthorized. ' No public henring cppenrs to be nece$s~ry. 

In :)uthorizing 'this transfer we :;r(~ making no finding of 

the valu,c of the operotive right and her~by place the transferee 

upon notice th~t operotive ri~hts, cs such, do not constitute ~. 

cl$sS of property which mey be cap1t~lizod or used ~s ~n elomcnt o~ 

value in r~te-fixing for any nmount of money in excess of thst 

originolly pnid to th.e ~tllte os the consideration for the gr~nt of 

sucb rights. A.side from their purely permissive ~spect, they extend 

-2-



·.- -/(-33823 CH 

to the holder a full or portiol monopoly of $ class of business 

over ~ particu13r route. This monopoly feature may be changed or. 

destroyed' at any time by the $tcte, which is not in any respect 

limited to the n~~bcr of rights which may be given. 

o R D E R ... _--- .... 

An ~pplic~tion having boon filed ond the Commission 

h~ving found thot the public interest would not be odverscly af-

fectcd, 

IT IS ORDERED: 

(1) That Nicholss C. Conteos and Nicholos Kavoras, efter , 

the effective dote hcrc~f ond on or before January 31, 1953, may 

sell and tronsfer to Kcnosh~ Auto Transport Corpor~tion, a corpor­

ation, the operative right referred to herein, and the latter mey 

ac~uiro and thereafter oper~t0 the samo, such ~ole.~nd tr~nsfcr to 

be m~de in accordance with th~ terms of the agreement o~~excd as 

~~ibit A to the applic~t1on herein • 
• 

(2) Thct within thirty (30) dcys after the completion 

of the trnnsfcr herein authorized the transferees sholl notify the 

Commission in writing of that fact and file with it ~ true copy of 

any bill of sole or other instrument of tr::msfer executed to .~ffect 

th~ 'same. 

(3) That ~pplic2nts shall file tariffs in the m~nn0r 

and within th0 tim0 sp~ci!ied by the Commission in ordering paragrnph 

2(0) of Decision No. 45990 dated July 24, 1951 and subse~ucnt 
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Gxtensions thereo~. 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty (20) 

Commissioners 


