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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Decision No.,  &7GES

in the Matter of the Application of )
HARRY JOHNSONZ doing business as )
REDLANDS TRANSIT LINE, for certifi- )
cate of public convenience and ) Application No. 33633
necessity, to operate a passenger )
cervice as 2 ‘common carrier bhetween )
Mentone and Redlands, California. )

Rex W. Cranmer, for applicant.

Applicant requests authority to operate a passenger stage

service in the City of Redland; and between Redlands and the conm-

mnity of Mentone situated approximately five miles northeasterly
from the dusiness district of Redlands. Applicant now operates a

bus service within the city limits of Redlands. The two routes
operated are the Highland Avenuve Line and‘the so=-called Mentone Line.
The latter line now extends to the interscetion of Wadbash Avenue

and Lugonia Avenue, a distance of approximately four miles, adﬁaccnt
To the west portion of Mentone.

The present bus service is conducted upon an oral agree-
ment with the City of Redlands, whereby clther party may terminate
the operation at any time.

A public hearing was held in Redlands. Evidence having
becn adduced, the matter was cubmitted for decision.

The eviéenCe shows that applicant's present operations

m¢ being conducted 2t a 1055. His daily rovenue for the first

18 operating days In October was $16.25, or approximately 15.5 cents
per bus mile, on daily mileage of 105 miles. Applicant testificd
that he cstimated his present operating costs to be approﬁimately‘

23 cents per nile.
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A statément of income and expenses for the first six
months of 1952, filed with the application, shows gross revenue of
$1,973.20 ané cxpenses of @l,k#O;OS. Said figures, however, do not
include driver's wages for applicant, increased cozt of public
1iability insurance of $37.52 per month, if certificated, nor pay-
ments on equipment of 3121 per momth. Comsidering the two latter
items, the results would have been a loss of $528 instcad of a
profit of $423.12. An additional ¢xpense for driver's wages should
also be considered. ‘

The proposed service into the community of Mentone would

bring the present operation less than onc mile closer to some Pro-

speetive patrons. At present the Mentone passengers walk to the

nearest pint at Wabash and Lugonia Avenucs. The reecord is not cone
vineing, nor is it supported by substantial evidence, that any |
material inerease in patronage would result from the proposed oxten-
sioé%) Residential and industrial development hos not materialized
was anticipated (see Decision No. 39474, dated Octobér'l, 1946) .
A passcenger stage service batween Redlands and Mentone,
sinilar to the onc herein proposed, was reecently abandonod upon a
showing of unprofitable operation (Decision No. %5%53; dated
March 13, 1951). |
The Redlands service 13 now being opcrafcd at a loss and,
although a small incroase in Montone traffie would probably materd-
allze, neither the past record nor the present showing justify a

conclusion that the over-all operation could be conducted profitably.

(1) & petition for the proroscd Mentono oxtension, containing tiho
signaturcs of 198 persons, was filed 25 an coxhinit with this
application.
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A denial of the proposcd oxtension of less than one mile

into the community of Mentone will not affect applicant's prosent

I

oneration.
Analysis of the instant record indicates that the oxpenses
of the proposed operation would exceed thé estimated rovenues. © The
Commission is awarc of the faet that a2 service detweon the points
here involved and similar to that contomplated horein; was author=-
ized to bo abandoned mecently because of the inability of ‘the
carrier to ronder such sorvice profitabdbly. It would not He conson-
ant with the public interest, nor would it e é proper discnarge of

the dutics and obligations imposed on the Commission were it to
- -

authorize the conduct of an operation which holds so 1ittle promise

of enduring.
Upon consideration of the evidence in this procecding,
we are waable to find tiat the proposed operation would be compen-
3atory, nor that public convenicnee and necessity reguire its

establishnent. The applicotion will be denicd.

A pudlic hearing having been held, the Commission being
fully advised in the premises and being.unablé to {ind that public
convenionee and necessity require the establishment and operation

of a passenger stage service as herein propeosed,
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IT IS ORDERED that Applicotion No. 33683 be, and it horoby

%5, denied.

'I‘he offoctive dato of this order shall be twenty (20) days

after the date hereof. #
Dated atw,fCalifornia, s /P&

day of / -M»M'/J&_/ , 1952.

-

Commissioners




