ORIGINAL

Decision No. 47954

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIZS COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of

COAST COUNTIES GAS AND SLECTRIC COMPANY,
a corporation, for authorization o

carry out the terms of certain agreemenis
for the 3ale of natural gas to certain
0il refineries located in Contra Costa
County, pursuant to Section L8% of the
Public Utilities Codec of California.

Application No. 33799

QPINION AND ORDER

Coast Counties Gas and Electric Company, by the above-
entitled application filed October 1k, 1952, requests an order of
the Commission authorizing it to cafry out the terms of certain
agreements covering the sale of natural gas to {A) Tidewater
Associated Oil Company Refinery at Avon; (B) Uniom Oil Company of
California Refinery at Oloum; and (C) Shell 0il Company Refinery
at Martinez. Copies of eaid agreements are attached ﬁo the
application and marked Exhibits "A", 787, and "C", respectively.

The proposcd azgrecments provide that the customers will
accept delivery of natural gas at the rates sct forth in the
applicant's filed Schedule G-51, interruptible natural gas service
and that the fuel oil clausc provisions in the schedule will apply.
In other respects the Special Conditions of Schedule G=51 are |
superseded by the terms of the proposed agreements.

By the terms of the cgreements the customer will be
curtailed ahead of other interruptible gas customers servé@vby'thc'
company and the customer agreces 10 cu;tail gas used to the extent
roquested by the company.  4n addition the minimum payment requiree

ment of the f£iled schedule (420 per month) has been eliminated and
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the customers hévc not been asked to sign enc-year minimum contracts.
The limitation prowvision in the interruntible schedule G—él Pro-
viding that the commodity charge shall no% be greater than the
cormodity charge under the firm industrial or general servico |
schedules has been omitted from the terms of the agreements.
Applicant states in its application that the use of
natural ges by the refineries is variable and intermittent,
depcending upon the magnitude of the plant’s operationsfand the
availability of other types of fucl within the plants. The zas
company further states that curtailment of nctural &5 service to
the refineries. is possible in & minimum period of time and with the
least amount of inconvenience to the customer. Service in' accord-
ance with the agreements will thus 2llow the custoners greater
| flexibility in meeting thoir fuel requirements. Thus, under the
‘terms of the proposcd agréements, the oil companics will be provided
an additional part-time supply‘to supplement their other sources
of fucl.
The agreements provide that the effeective ddteAwill be

the first day of the menth followihg that in which the Pudblic

tilities Commission of the State of California icsues .an order '
authorizing the company to carry out the toerms of the agreements.

nc agreements will continuc in effeet until torminated by thirty

(30) cdays' writton notice from the compeny or twenty-four (24.) hours

notice from the customer.

The agreements at all times are subject to the company's
rules and regulations on file with the Public Utilities Commission
of the State of California and to such changes or modifications in
said rules, regulations, or the agreement as the Commission may,

from time to time, direct in the exercise of its jurisdiction.
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The Commission having considered the request of applicant
and being of the opinion that the application should be granted and
that a public hearing is not necessary; therefore,

IT IS HEREBY ORDIRED that applicant be and it is hereby
autheorized to carry out the terms and conditions of the written
agreements with (A) Tidewater Associated Oil Company, .(B) Union
Oil Company of California, and (C) Shell 0il Company as set forth
ir Zxhibits "A7, “B", and “C¥, respeetively, attached to the within
application, and to render the service described therein under the
terms of said agreements, subject to the following conditions:

1. Applicant shall file with the Commission within thirty

(30) days after the cffective date of this order two

certifiica copics of the contract as executed together

with a statement of the date on which the contract is
deemed to have become effective and when service was
first rendered under the agreement;

Applicant sholl notify this Commission of the date of

termination of said contract within thirty (20).days
from and aftcr the date of said termination.

The offective date of this order zhall be twenty (20) days
after the effective date hercof.
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of Pl iy, 1952.
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