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De cision No. _..-;~~~7....;9;;;;...;:;5...;4;:.. 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTIL!TlBS cm·'j1I'!IS S lOt; OF THE STATE 01-' CALIFOR::!A 

In the ~~ttcr of the Application"of , 
COAST COUl~T!ES GAS AND ELEC'l'UIC COIV'J>ANY) , 
~ corporation, for authorization to ) 
carry out the terms of ccrtoin agre~ments) 
for the sale of natural gas to certain ) 
oil refineries located in Contra Costa ) 
County, pursuant to Section 4$9 of the ) 
PubliC Utilities Code or California. ) 

OPINION AND ORDER 

Application No. 33790 

Coast COUo."'ltics Gas and Electric Company, by the abovc­

entitled application l'ilod October 14, 1952, requests an order of 

the Commission authorizing it to carry out the terms of certain 

agreements covering the sale of natural gas to (A) Tidewater 

Associated Oil Company Refinery at Avon; (B) Union Oil Company of 

California aefincry ~t Oleum; and (C) S~oll Oil Company Refinery 

at Martinez. Copies of eaid agreements o.re attachod to the 

application and marked Exhibits "A" 1 )~Bff, and \'C tf
, :-espectively. 

The proposed agreoments provide that the cuzto:nors will 

accept delivery of natural g~s at the ratcz sot forth in the 

applico.nt's filed S,chedulc C-51, interruptible na tU!"al go.s seX"Vice 

and thot the fuel 6il clause provisions in tho schedule will ~pply. 

In other respects the Special Conditions of Sch~dule 0-51 are 

supers~ded by th~ terms, of tho proposed agreements. 

, By the terms of thC::lgrecments tho customer will b<: 

curt.~iled ahead o~ oth~r il'ltcrruptibl~ gas cust.omers s<:t'v,od by ttc ' 

company ond the customer c.grecs to curto.il gas. usod to the extent 

rcquost.cd by the company. In o.ddition the min~~~~ po.~.cnt rcquir~­

r:1cnt of the .filed schedule (:~,20 per :.lonth) has been climin.:l.'tod ano. 
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th~ customers hnve not boon ~sk~d to sign cno-ycnr minimum controcts. 

The limitation provision in tho interru~tiblc schedule G-Sl pro­

viding th~t the co~~odity ch~rge zh111 not be grc~tcr than the 

con~odity c~rgo under tho firm industri~l or eono~al service 

schedul~$ ~s beon o~ittcd fre~ the tcr~s of the ~grcemcnts. 

Applicant $t~tcs in its application that the usc of 

natural gas by the refineries is variable and intcroittont, 

dependinG upon the ~gnitudc of the plantTs operations and tho 

availability of o~hcr typ~s o~ fuel within tho pl~nt$. The gas 

company further otates thAt curtailment of ~tural gas service to 

the r cfinerics. is possible in c, minimum period of time and \llith ,the 

least ~ount of inconvonicnc~ to the customer. Service in'~ccord-

:l.nce with the agrc01:'lCnts '..rill thus .::.110""' the custot'lcrs greater 

fl~xibility in meoting their fuel requirom~nts. Thus, under the 
. . 

tcrrr.s of the p~oposed ~grccmcnts, tho oil comp~ni~$ will be provided 

~n ~dditio~11 p~rt-timc supply to supplemont thoir other SO'JrCOS 

of f'J~l_ 

The ~grccments provide t~t the offective d~tc Will be 

th~ first day of the month following t~t in which the Public 

Utilities Co~ission of the Stctc of Cclifornin izzucs.~n ~rdcr 

~uthorizin5 the compeny to c~rry out tho ~Qros of the ~grc~mcnts~ 

The ag=ccmcnts will continuo in effect until tJr.t.i~t~d by thirty 

(30) dc.ys f "':ri ttcn notice fro:n the cot'l~ny or twenty-four (24.) hours 
notice from th~ Customer. 

The iJ.grcc~ents ~t 0.11 t imez arc subjoct to the company r S 

rulos and regulations on file With ~hc PUblic Utilities Commission 

of the State of Californi~ and to such changes or modifications in 

said rules, regulations 1 or tn\? agreem.ent as the Cornmission may 1 

from time to time, direct in the exercise of its jurisdiction. 

-2-



• -
The Co:nmission b::\Vin~ considered ~he request. of o.pplicant 

~nd oeing of tho opinion t~~t the ~pplic~tion should bc granted and 

t~t a public henring is not neccssn~/; thereforc, 

IT IS HEREBY ORD.Sl1.ED that o'.lppl'icClnt be and it is hereby 

authorized to c~rry out tho te~~3 ~nd conditions of the written 

~greements with (A) Ti~cw~~cr Asooci~tecl Oil Co~pany, .(B) Union 

Oil Company of Cclifornia, and (C) Shell Oil Company ~s set forth 

in. Exhibits "A'", 'fBi', .::.nd -;e:', rcspeotively, att~ched to the "tithir. 

npplication, and to render tho service described therein under the 

t.cr.ns of s~id agr~cmcnts 1 subject to the following conditions: 

1. Applicunt shall fil~ with the'Commission within thirty 
(30) days ~£ter th~ effective date of this Order two 
c~rtifiea copies of the contract as executed together 
\'/ith .l oto.t~mcnt of the date on which the contr~ct is 
dc~mcd to l~vo become effective and when sp.rvicc w~s 
first rendered ~~der the agreement; 

2.. Appli'cc.nt !3hD.ll notify this CO::L.":'lission of tho da t~ of 
termi~~tion of ~~id contract within thirty (30) ·~ys 
from ~nd aftor the date of s~id tcrmi~tion. 

The effective d.'lt.Q of this order zh<lll bC! twenty {20) di.ys 

~fto~ the 0ffective h~reo.f. 

Dc.ted nt.""",~ ....... ~;o.:y,,t;.::;.:.,;-,~' ... ,~;yIC;:'li£orni~1 this cf{(j-~ d.:LY 


