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Decis ion No. __ 4-.7_9 .... ·· 5.-...,,;5_ 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES 'COl-'OOSSION OF 'IRE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the matter of the application of ) 
the Furniture Fast Freight, a ) 
Cali~ornia corporation, and Melvin A. ) 
Pixley, an individual, tor authority ) 
to sell and transfer certain property ) 
and operative rights, and A.T.L., Inc.,) 
.'3. ':~:;:.:'ifornia corporation, Abc Blatt ) 
~nJ N~th~n Ki~cl, individuals, to ) 
pUI'chase and acquire said property ) 
and rights. ) 

o P ! N ION 
~ ........... ...., -".,..-

Applica.tion No. 3382; 

Furniture Fast Freight, a corporation, and Melvin A. Pixl~y 

seek authority herein to transfer to A.T.L. In:., ~ corporation, 

Abc Blatt and Nathan K1~el certain real and personal property, 

good'~ill, end a portion of the highway common carrier and express 

corporation rights possessed ~y Furniture Fast Freight. These 

rights pertain to the transport~tion of uncrated furniture and 

household appliances. 

Helvin A. Pixley is. the sole stockholder of Furni t"Jl"C F~st 

Freight. By DeCision 1;0. 42238 datod December 7, 19'+8, in Applica­

tion No. 29810 he w~s authorized to transfer to th~ corporation all 

of his certificated oper~tive rights. Tho present ~pplieat1on 

alleges he is j oinod as a seller bec~,usc he r'may l-uvo some interest 

in zo.id rights and propcrticz proposed to be sold lT , although c. copy 

of the ~ill of s~le proposed to be issuod if the ~p,11c~tion is 

granted is, to be ey-ecuted solely by FUl'n1ture Fc.st Freight~ ~d 

convoys th~ property only to A.T.L. I~c. A~e Blntt and Nath~ 

Ki::mlcl will sign ,0. pro~1o:::cd promi'ssory note o;s inoividUr. .... ls .,.long -
with A.T.L .. Inc_, but tho eorpor"t1on is tho sole grantee. The 

applicant·s heroin, therefore, will be considered to be the two 

corpor.~tions • 
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Tho proposed tr~,n::::f."<or includes <:1.11 of Furn1 turc Fast 

Freight's opcr~tive rights north o! Sant~ E~rbor~ ~d the junction 

or U. S. Righwny 99 and Stotc Highway l26 (hcrei~~tcr referred to 

as C~st~ic J~~ct1on) nnd between zuch are~ ~nd Los Angel~s Territory. 

Furniture F~st Frej.ght would ret~in its operative rights relativo 

to all shipments having both origin end destination couth of' tho 

north 'boundary of S~!lto :Sarb~ro. a.."'ld C:~:3t:".:tc J\'C'l.ctiOl'l. T~:,o::J 

~ould ~lzo be transferred certain real ,roperty in Bcrk~ley~~th 

tdrminal facilities; per:on~l prop~rty thcr~in, 16 pieces of power 

~~uipm0nt, 17 pieces ot tr~ilcr equipment, the good will to tho 

business tro.nsr~rrcd, i!'lcluding the no.lJlCS T'Furni ture F~st Freight" 

nnd "Furniture Fr~1ght Forwnrders" (seller propo:os to change its 

n::une to PiXley, In:..-) and :L certificate or public convenionce and 

necessity issued by the Interstate Commerce Commiszion. Tho con­

sie.oration to be turni:::hed ";)y A.T.L. Inc. is ~;200,OOO ~nd' the good 

w:'ll to th~.t portion of 1 ts 'business u.."'ldcr permits issued by this 

Commission in th~ ~ro~ in southern Coliforni~ south of the north 

bound~ry of S3nta B~rbar~ and Castaic Junction. 

The foregoil."lZ i toms arc recited to show the nature ~d 

oxtont of the cont0mplo.tcd tre.nsfer, even th.ough wo po::;sess no 

jurisdiction ov~r some of them, $Uch ~s the changos in cor~oratc 

n~cs and the transfer of the Interstate Commerce Co~iss1on cer­

ti!icat~. Nor will we in this proceeding o.uthorizo 0. transfer or a 

port:~on of' the ol'erativc rights posscs::cd by A.T.L. Inc. une.or its 

city; radial and contr~ct permits. 

Tho purchase price of $200,000 is to be evidenced by a 

prom:i.ssory note payable at the :::-ate or five per cent. :per month of 

the gross roceipts of the purch~sor for the prcced·ing c~lcndcr 

month,. with interest o.t 2.75 per cent p~yn.blc se:mi~u:)lly. A.ll 

principo.l and interest p~ymcnts ~e to ce m~de on or before 

Jnnu:try 1, 1965. 
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~niturc Fast Freight desire: to consummate the s~le 

heroin because its president, who hcs sole responsibility for con­

ducting the business, cannot efficiently conduct tho operations in 

both north~rn and southern Ccliforn1a. It is oelieved that ho c~ 

render a more officient and satisfactory servico by confining the 

oper~tions to one m~in terminal. The corpor~tion will r~ta1n nine 

tr~etors, seven 35-~oot som1tr~lcrs, eight trucks ~nd four service 
, . 

trucks. It is ~11eged thct this equipmont is adequate to conduct 

its business in the southern California .:u"e~ to be ret~,ined. 

A.T.L. Inc. was incor,oratcd in Calirorni~ in August, 

1951, ~nd c certified copy of its Articles of Incorporation ht'1.s 'been 

fil~d herein. It is successor in interest to a tr~~~~ort~t1on busi-

ness stcrted by Abo Bl~tt and N~th~n Kimmel in 1934 ~d op~rtitcd 

continuously since t!k~t time. The business consists of transporting 

now uncr~tod furni turc ~s ~ contrac;t carrior botw'ccn tos Angelos 

~nd S~ Francisco and S~cramcnto, serving intermediate pOints, ~nd 

of transporting lumbc~ ~s a rad1~1 highway common ca.~ier. A city 

carrier busin~ss is '~lso conducted. A profit and loss st~temont 

for A.T.t. Inc. ~~d its predcce$$or for tho tivc-yo~r poriod of 

19~7 through 19,1 discloses the following: 

1947 
1948 
1949 
195"0 
1951 

Gros s Income. 

$136 768 
11+0;749 
100,311 
161,173 
161,873 

Net Income 

$16,077 
1~,l.r02 
1,303· 

17,35'+ 
26,05'0 

A .. '!'. L. Inc. owns t:\ ne~1 wnr~h,ou.so, clock o.nd office build~ 

ing in Los J~~goles ~nd ~roposes ho~cin to buy the Borkeleytorminal 

of Furniture Fest Freight. It ~lso owns three tr~ctors and five 

tr~ilers which it will devote to the bu~1ness 'in ~daition to tho 

33 pieces of o~uipmcnt to be nc~uircd rrom the soller herein. 
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Tho certificated rights of Furniture F~3t Freight arc 

c\:)ntercd around S~", Francisco Territory o.nd Los A.."lgclos Terri tory. 

From San Francisco Territory shipm~nts =ay be m~de to numerous 

northern C~liforni~ points and to Los Angeles Territory (nothinz 

south or ca:t of Los Angeles Torritory is ~uthorized). From Los 

Angeles Territory shipments ~o.y be ~dc to mo=t pOints ovtween 

S~ Diogo end S~ta Rose ~d North S~craoento. Thoro nrc some local 

rights between Nortl1. S~cro.rncnto :lnd Baltersfield, and bct\,/een Fre3no 

and Btikersficld, ~d Los Angeles. 

The divi=ion of this operating ~uthority in the m~cr 

proposed would not involve 3nY joint retcs or throueh routes be~~oen 

the two carriers. Every pOint authorized to be sorved could bc 

rc~chcd by onc or the other carrier in a =ingle lino service, except 

pOints between Cast~1c Junction and Los Angeles On that portion or 
the service authorizod from Frocno. In order t~t ~ll ~r the 

operotive rights of Furn1ture Fast Freight bo either sold or 

retainod, the propos~.l herein will be modified so th~t such pOints 

'bct~,een C;:lstnie Junetion ~.nd Los Angelos will continuo to 'bo 

~uthorizod pointo of service. 

Undor the eircumsto.ncc5 prose~ted, we find th~t tho pro-

"oscd tr.":tnsfor 1$ noto.dvcrso to the !:ublic intcroot end therefore . -
will be grnnted. No public hco.ril'lZ :lppocrs to be !'lOCOS Sf.\.ry. 

We further find th~t the ~oncy, pr.operty, or lnbor to bo 

procured or p~id for oy execution of the ~bove-montioncd prom15~ory 

noto is rensonnbly re~uirod for tho purposes specified herein. 

In ~uthor1zing th1:; tr:1.nsfcr ... .,0 c.ro tlclcin~ no .find.ing of 

the vnlue of the properties or opcrnt1ve rights involved ~d hereby 

pl:lce the tr~.ns:t:erec upon notico th~.t operative r:i.ghts, ,,-s such, do 

not constitute a class of property which may bo e~,it~lizod or used 
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as an clement of value in r~.te-fixing for rm.y :)..mount of money' in 

exccs~of thct origin~11y paid to tho Stntc ns the considcr3t1on 

for the grnrLt of such rights. Aside from their purely permissivo 

~:spect, they cxtvnd to the holder a full or part131 monopoly of a 

class of business ovor n p~t1cul~r route. This ~onopoly fc~ture 

may be ch:t.ng~d or destroyed nt .my title 'by tho State, which is not 

in any respoct l1m1tod to tho num'ber of rizht~ which may Oc' given. 

The ~ctu~l oper~t1ve rights heroin authorized to be 

trnnsfcrred are ns tollows: 

1. Highway COI:lmon co.r:'1o::' rights, limi tod to oporJ).tions 3S 
~n underlying ccrricr for an oxpro:s corpor~t1on under 
Decision No. 36933 d~ted ~~rch l~, 19~, ~s follows: 

~. A portion of the ~uthority gr~ntod by Decision 
!~o. 338ltr d.:'l.ted J.mut:!r:y 10, 194+-1, in Ap!,lico.tion 
No. 237~5 viz: (1) From Lo~ Anzel~s Territory 
to North ~'lcr"'mcn.to, serving ell interm.ediate 
points except those lyin~ south of the north 
boundn~J of C~staic Junction, ~nd =orving all 
o.czignotcd oft-route: pOints in tho Snn Jooquin 
Valley; (2) From Los Angeles Tor~itory to San 
Fr~ncisco ~d Richmond, ~crv1ng nll intermediate 
pOints. except tho~c lYing south of the north 
bound~ry of Sant~ B~r'b~r3; (3) From Fresno to 
Los A.."J.geles, serving all intcrmcdiC\te points. 

b. All of the ::l.uthority gr~ntcd by Decision No. 35'1+53 
dC'.ted June 9, 1942, in Application !ro. 24483. 

c. All of the authority trnnstorr~d to Melvin A. PiXley 
by Decision ~;o. 36204 dnted Mcrch 9, 19l,.3, in 
~pplic~tion No. 25155. 

2. Opor~tive rights ,~s an expr~ss corpor~tion coextensive 
with the hibhw~y common c~rricr rishts horoinobove set 
forth, b~ing,c portion or the express oorpor~tion rights 
conferred by Decision No. 36824 d~t~d J~utlry 1, 19~, in 
App11cntion No. 25830. 

3. The interest ot ~Jrnlture F~st Freight, 3 corporation, in 
the deCisions roferred to in porogr.,.phs 1 ro'l.d 2, by virtue 
of' the tr~nstor thereof to tho corpor~tion by DeciSion. 
No. 422~8 d:-.tcd Decomber 7, 1948, in A,plicntion No. 29810. 

4. A portion of tho highwny co~on c~l'Tior ~ights trn~rorrcd 
to Furniture Fest Freight by Docision No. 4762~ d~ted . 
August 26, 1952, in Applic~t1on ~o. 3360$, viz: 
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~. ,From Los Ancclos Terr;.tory to Btlkorsf'1eld, 
Tul~rc, H~~ord, Fowler, Portorville, V1s~lia, 
Reedley, Sclnger, Fresno, Merced, Hodosto, 
Stockton, S~cr~~ento, North S~cr~monto, Trncy, 
S~ Frnncisco Territory, V~cavillo, N~p~, 
S~~ R~taGl, Snn Anselmo, Pet~l~, S~ta Rosa, 
Buollton, Lompoc Orcutt, Santn ~~ri~, San Luis 
Obispo, p~sc Robies, King City, S~linas, Del 
Monto, Camel 1l1ontorcy, P.:\cii"ic Grove, '. 
Wo.t~onville, So.ntCt Cruz, Los Gt\tos ruld S3n Jose. 

b. Botwcon Fresno nnd Bru~crsfiold ~nd ~ll 1ntcr­
modi~to pOints, on the ono h~nd, .~d Los l~geles 
Territory on the othor. 

c. From North Sacr~.monto, St\cromcnto, Stockton, 
Modesto, Merced, Meder~, Herndon, ~nd ~ll inter­
mcd1~.te p01n'cs, to li':rosno and Bcl<:orsficld. 

o R D E R .... - .... ----
.An app11c~.t10n having ooon filed c.nd the Comm.iss.ion h~ving 

!ound thnt the publ1c intcr~st would not be ~dversely ~frcctcd, 

IT IS ORD~D: 

(1) That Fu:n1ture Fnst Frv1ght, ~ corpor~t10n, ~tcr tho 

effective dC'.to hereof .~nd on or b~:torc Fobrur'.ry 28, 195'3, m:lY' so11 

~nd trnnsfor to 1,.. T.L. Inc~ ~ n corporation, the opero.t1vo :rights 

~nd property r~fcrrod to herOin, nnd tho l:lttor m~y acquire ~d 

thoreafter oporate the s~mo, such sale nnd tr~nsi'or to Co mcdc in 

~ccordnnc0 with the terms of the agreement ~n.~cy.cd as ~hibit 2 to 

the npp11cntion herein. 

(~) That A.T.L. Inc. ~y incur an indcbtcdncs~ or 

$200,000 tor the purpo~cs z~ocificd h~rcin pnyablc in tho ~anr.c~ 

prOVided in sa1d agreement. 

(3) Th~t within thirty (30) d~ys ~ftcr completion of the 
.. 

tr~nsfcr heroin authorized, the tr~nsr~rcc sh~ll notify tho 

Commission in writing of th~t r~ct ~nd file with it ~ true copy 

of the prom!ssory noto ~~d ony bill of sale or other instrument of 

trnnsfcr ~xccutcd to effect the s~me. 

-6-



,", • -A-33B25 'SL 

(~) That applicants shall file in triplic~te, and eon­

curren'ely make efI'ective, appropri~te tariffs within sixty (60) days 

after completion or the transfer herein authorized ~nd on not l~ss 

than five (,) days' notice to the Commissio~ and the public. 

(5) That the ~uthority herein granted will oecom~ effec­

tive when A.T.L. Inc. h~s p~id the tea prescribed. by Section 1904{b) 

of the Public Uti1i~~ whie~ fee is two hundred dollars ($200). 

~ted a~ U4M , Ca1iforni", this ...,?£'* 
day of ~i, ___ , 195'2. 


