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Deci3ion No. 48021. 
. 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COY~ISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

DONNIE H. BOOTH, ) 
) 

Compla.1nant, , 

vs. 

THE PACIFIC TELEPHONE A~~ TELEGRAPH 
COM?A~ry, a corporation, 

Defendant. 

) , 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

-------------------------------) 
Dor~ie H. Booth, 1n propria persona. Pillsbury, 

Ma.d.ison &: Sutro, by Jobn A .. Sutro, and Lawler, Feli~ 
& Hall, by L. B. Conant, tor defendant. 

O' PIN ION ... _-----

The complaint nlleges that Donnie H. Booth of 537 East 

Thirty-second Street, Los Angeles 11, Ca11forn1a, prior to 

September 4, 1952, was a subscriber and u~er of telephone service 

turnishod by defendant telephone company under number Adams 8415. 

On or about September 4, 19$2, these telephone tac'i11ties were 

disconnected by the Sher1ff's Departme~t of Los Ango1es County 

on susp1cion or bookmaking. Tbe complaint further alloges that 

demand has boen made upon d~fendant telephone company to restore 

the said telephone faci11ties, which demAnd has been refused. 

Complaina.nt o,tnteo tha.t he did not use and does not now intend 

to uso the facilities in que~tion in violation of the law, and 

that ho has suffored and w111 sutter irreparable injury and 

gX-OAt hardCl-hip if tho telephone fac11it1es are not re~torod. 
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By Dec1s1on No. 47806, dcted October 9, 1952, in 

Case No. 54l9,~th1$ Commission ordered a temporary restoration . 
of the telephone facilities 1n question, pendtng a hearing on 

the mattor. 

Under date of October 20, 1952, the telephone company 

tiled an answer, the princ1pal allegations of which were that 

the telephone company had reasonablo cause to believe that the 

telephone facilities in quest10n were being used to Violate tho 

law, and that, accordingly, it disconnected and discontinued 

the:le fac1lities pursuant to DeCiSion No. 4141.$, dated April 6, 

1948, 1n Case No. 4930 (47 Cal. P.U.C. 8$3). 

A public hearing was held in Los Angeles on Novomber 25, 

1952, bofore Examiner Syphers. 

At the hearing an officer of the Los Angeles Police 

Department testified that on September 4, 1952, at approximately 

2:00 p.m., he entered the premises at $37 Eaet Thirty-second 

Street, in company with three other officers. There ,thoy found 

the complainant nttempting to flush a scratch sheet down the 

toilet. There were two telephones, Adamz 4-l1l4 and A~ 841$, 

which rnng several timeD while the officers were there. The 

officers answered these telophones. and reeorde~ bet~ on raee 

horses. The compla~~ant waz arre3ted tor bookmaking. 

The complainant testif1ed that the residence 1n question 

is a duplex-style houze, that one or the telephone3, Adams a41S~ 

was in his name~ and the othor~ Adams 4-l114~ Wtl3 in hiz :lont$ 

name, hig son living in the other s1de of the duplex. Both 

telephones had long extens10n cords so that they could be placed 
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in either part of the duplex. H0 stated that he has been a user 

ot telephone service tor twenty-five years, and needs it tor 

personal rea~ons. 

The telephono company presented testimony showing that 

it had received a letter (Exhibit No.1) trom the Chief of Police 

of Los Angeles, dated September 5, 19S2, directing that the. 

telephones in question be disconnected. Resultantly, these 

telephone facilities were disconnectod. They wer.e reconnected 

in conformance with DeCision No. 47806, supra •. 

After a consideration ot this record we are· of the 

opinion, and hereby find that the telephone company had reason

able cause to believe that the use made or to be made ot the 

telephone fac'ili ties in ques tion was proh1bi ted by law, in

asmuch as the letter from the Ch1et ot Police of the City ot 

Los Angeles constitutes ~uch reasonable eau~e under the terms of 

Deci3ion No. 41415, supra. We further find that the te1~phone 

facilities 1n question were used tor bookmaking purPOS03. 

The complaint of Donnie H. Eooth againzt The Pacitic 

Telephone and Telegraph Company having been filed, pUblic hear

ing having been held thereon, the matter now b~ing ready tor 

deci5ion and the Commission being fully advised in the premi~e~ 

end bae1ng it~ decision upon the evidence of record in thi3 

case and the findings horein, 

IT IS ORDERED that the complainnnt'~ reque~t for 

r~storat1on o~ ~olophone service be denied, and that the 3a1d 

C'ompJAint be, and it hereby' i3, dismissed. The temporary 
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C. 5419 erp • 
1nterim re11ef granted 'by Dec1s1on No.4 7806, dated 

October 9, 19$2, in Case No. 5419, is hereby set as1de and 

vaca.ted. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that upon the exp1ration or' 

s1xty (60) days after the effective date of this order, 

The Pac1f1c Telephone and Telegraph Company may consider an 

app11cation for tel$phone serv1ee from the eompla1nsnt herein 

on the same basis as the application or any s1milar new ~ub-

scriber. 

The effective date or this order 5hall be twenty (20) 

days after the date hereof.. ~ 

Dated at~~d-cp:!,. California, this f
day of &--t:nz~ , 19$2. 


