.,

ORIGINAL

Decision No. 48021

BEFORE TﬁE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

DONNIE H. BOOTH,

Complainant,

VS.

Case No. SL19

THE PACIFIC TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH
COMPANY, a corporation,

Defendant.

Donnie H. Booth, in propria persona. Pillsdbury,
Madlison & Sutro, by John A. Sutro, and Lawler, Felix
& Hall, by L. B. Conant, for defendant.

The complaint alleges that Donnie K. Booth of 537 East
Thirty-second Street, Los Angeles 11, California, prior to
September L, 1952, was & subseriber and user of telephone service
furnished by defendant teléﬁhone company wnder number Adams 8[15.
On or about Septem?er L, 1952, these tolephone facilities were
disconnected by the Sheriff's Departmeqt of Los'Angoles County
on suspiclion of bookmaking. The complaing furthef alloges that
demand has boen made upon defendant telephone company to restore
the sald telephone facilities, which demand has been refused.
Complainant states that he did not use and does 1ot now intend
to use the facllitles in question in violation of the law, and
that ho has suffored and will suffer irreparadle injury and

groat hardship if the telephone facilities are not restored.




By Decision No. L7806, deted October 9, 1952, in

Caﬁe No. 5&19,;this Commission ordered a temporary restoration

of the telephone facilitles in &uestion, pending a hearing on
the matter.

Under date of October 20, 1952, the telephone ¢ompany
Tiled an answer, the principal allegations of which were that
the telephone company had reasonable cause to believe that the
telephone facilities in question were being used to violate the
law, and that, sccordingly, 4t disconnected and discontinued
these faclillities pursuant to Decision No. L1L1S, dated April 6,
1948, 1n Casze No. L930 (L7 Cal. P.U.C. 853).

A public hearing was held in Los Angeles on November 25,
1952, before Examiner Syphers.

At the hearing an officer of the Loz Angeles Police
Department testified that on Septegber &, 1952, at approximately
2:00 P-M., he entered the premises at 537 East Thirty-second
Street, in company with three other officers. There they found
the complainant attempting to flush a scrateh sheet down the
tollet. There wero two telophones, Adams L~111l and Adams 8L1s,
which rang sevoral times while the officers were there. The
officers answered these telophones and recorded bets on race
horses. The complainant was arrested for boolmaking.

The complainant tostifled that the residence in question
13 & duplex-style house, that ome of the telephones, Adams 815,
was in his neme, and the othor, Adams L~11l, was in his son's
name, hisz son living in the other side of the duplex. Both

tolephones had long extension cords so that they could be pleced
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in elther part of the duplex. XHo stated that he has been a user
of telephone service for twenty-ILive years, and needs 1t for
personal reasons. '

The telephono company presented testimony showing that
1t had received a letter (Exhibit No. 1) Lrom the Chief of Police
of Los Angeles, dated September 5, 1952, directing that the.
telephones in question bve disconnecte¢. Resultantly, these
telephone facilities were disconnectod. Thoey were reconnected
in conformance with Decision No. L7806, supra.

After a consideration of this record we are.of the
opinion, and herebdy find that the telephone company had reason~
able cause to belleve that the use made or to be made of the
telephone facilities in questioh was prohlbited by law, in-
asmuch as the letter from the Chief of Police of the City of
Los Angeles constitutes such.reasonable cause under the terms of
Decision No. L4115, supra. We further £ind that the telephone
facilitiles in question were used for bookmaking purposes.

SRRER

The complaint of Donnie H. Booth against The Pacific
Telephone and Tolegraph Company having been filed; public hear-
ing having been hold thereon, the matter now‘being read& for
decision and the Commission being fully advised in the premises
end basing 1ts decisfon upon the evidence of rocord in this
cese and the findings herein,

IT IS ORDERED that the complalnant's raquest :C"or

restoration of tclophone service be denied, and that the said

complaint be, and 1t hereby 1s, dismissed. The temporary




interim rellef granted by Decision No. L7806, dated
October 9, 1952, 4in Case No. 5419, is hereby set aside and
. vacated.
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that upon the expiration of’
sixty (60) days after the effective date of this order,
The Paclfic Telephone and Telegraph Company may éonsider an
.application for telephone.sérvice from the complalinsnt herein
on the same basis as the application of any similar new subd-
scrider. ‘
The effective date of this order shall be twenty (20)
days after the date hereof.. fﬁ{
Dated at 275 California, thls & ——
dsy of @ﬂé/ , 1952.

S? 22 Pros.dent

-

Yy ,f-/z@ f%?r/




