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Dec1s1on No. -----

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES CQrlThlISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

ELIAS t. NASIF, 

Complainant, 

v.s • 

THE PACIFIC TELEPHONE AND TEIECRAPH 
COMPA1TY, a corporat1on, 

Defendant. 
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Case No. 5418 

Elias L. Nas1r, 1n propr1a per30na. Pillsbury, 
Madison & Sutro, by John A. Sutro, and Lawler, Felix 
& Hnll, by t. B. Conant, tor defendant. 

o PIN ION' 
-~~ ......... - ... 

The compla1nt alleges that E11az L. Na~ir waz a sub

scriber and user of telephone service at 3826-3828 West 

Slauson Avenue, t03 Angelos 43, Californ1a, under number 

Axmin10ter 1-5114, and that during the month ot Janua~ 19$0 

those telephono tac1litie: were disconnected by dotendant 

telephone CO:1Pa..""lY ao. a. rczult of a requost ot tb.e Sheritt or 
Los Angela:; County. Tho complaint further ~llege:; that 

E11as L. Nasi! did not use and doez not now intend to use the30 

telephone facilities tor ar.y ~~awtul purpose, and that tao 

telephone company na: refused to ro~tore :ervice even though 

demand hac been made upon it to do 30. Complainant further 

o.llegeshe :h.o.:s suttered and will sutter irreparable injury 

a..."'ld gro at hardsb.1p ~ 
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Under date of October 20, 19$2, the telephone 

comp~~y tiled nn answor~ the principal allegat1on~ of wh1ch 

wore that the telephone company had reason~~l¢ cause to believo 

that the telophone facilities in que~t10n were being used to 

Violate the law and that, accordingly, the telophone co~pany 

d.isconnected and discontinued the Ctelepllone :::ervice pursuant 

to Decision No. 4l4lS, dated April 6, 1948, in Case !Jo. 4930 

(47 Cal. P.U~C. 853). 

Public hearing was held before Examiner Syphers in 

to: Angeles on Nove~ber 19 and 24, 19$2. 

At the hearing on November 19 no one appeared ror 

compla1n~~t, and, accordingly, the hearing w~s called and con

tinued until November 24. The record discloses tha.t a notice 

or hearing was cent to complainant under date of November 6, 

1952. A subsequent letter was sent to complainant on 

November 19, advising him of the cont1nued hearing. At the 

continued hearing on Novemoer 24 there was no ~ppearance for 

complainant, whereupon tb.e Ilea'ring wa.s ca.lled. and. oubmitted.. 

Under date of June 26, 1952', this compia1nant had 

fD.ed a. p:",cviou,:\ complaint requesting restoration of telophone 

service, a.no, alleging substantially the same facts a.s are 

alleged in th~ complaint herein. An order granting tempor:;.ry 

interim re11e,~ wa.$ 1esued on July 1, 19$2, by D~cis~.on No:.-

47438, in Case ~r~ •. 5389. SUo!loq,uGntly' a hearing on the matter 
,I: , 

Vla~1' held on Augu:!:t, 1"9'" 19$2':. At that' time tb.ere wa: no .. , 
., ... 

nppe:lro.nce tor compl".ai'ne.nt, and the matter W(J.S suomi tted:.·. By 

Dec1'sfon No. 47.649', datod Septomoor 2, 1952',· in· Ca:oe No.- $3'89i" 

tb.'9'" cotlplaint wns di'smiS'!;od., 
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At the hearing on November. 19, 1952, a deputy sheriff 

of Los pJlgelesCounty te~t1ried that on JanUAry 9, 19$1, ae 

an~ ~~other deputy wont to the premises at 3826-3828 West 

Slauson Avenue, at about 1:2$ P.M. in the afternoon. On the 

prem1ses is a cafe an~ cocktail lounge which the deputies 

entered. At a large desk thoy discovered one ~arvey A. Crosby 

with threo telephones, n~bers Axminister 1-5114, Axmin1ster 

3-8237 and Axmin~3ter 3-8238. While the deputie~ were there 

the telephones rang on numerous occasions And bets on horse 

races were recorded. Crosby was arreated snd subsequently 

plead guilty to a charge 01" bookmaking. 

The position 01" the telephone company was stated 

in the prior hearing in this matter on August 19, 1952, and 

was that it had acted with reasonable cause inasmuch as it had 

received a letter 1"rom the Los Angeles County Sher1tt'o Orrice 

adviSing tbat the telephono facilities in question were being 

used for an t4~lawtul purpose and requesting that those facili

ties be dis connected. 

Arter a. considera.tion ot this matter we are or the 

opinion,. and b.ereby find., tha.t the telephone -company had reason

able cause to believe th~t the use made or to be made or the 

telephone facilities in 'question was prohibited by law inasmuch 

as the letter from the Sheri!! or Los Angelos County con

stitutc$ ~uch re~sonnble cause under the terms or Decision 

No. 43.41$, supra.. We further find thllt bookmaking was being 

conductod over the telephone in queation o.s 1ndicoted bY' the 

testimony of deputy sheri!fs herein. 

-3-



c. 5418 - e 

Upon· thi~s record ... ' the complaint will 'be dis-

m1$sed. 

'0 R D E R 
--~ ... --

,?.- , 

The complaint o! Elia.s t. Nasi! aga1Xl3t The Pac!.!"ic 

Telephone and Telegraph Company having been tiled, public 

hearing having been held thereon, the matter now being ready: 

for deci3ion, and the Comm1-3~1on being tully lldvi~ed in the 

prem1se3 and ba.s1ng 1t~ decision upon the evidence or record 

in this case and. the findings here'in, 

IT IS ORDERED that eompla1nan~'s re~ue~t tor restora

tion or telephone service be denied and the said complaint be, 

an4 it hereby is, d13missed. 

~he effective date or thi~ order shall be twenty (20) 

days after. the date hereof. 

Dated a.t k~ , 
day of #~ , 19$2. 

-rL 
Calirornia, this ~--

3s1o~r3 


