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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

QN
Decision No. SS0UT3

ELIAS L. NASIF,
Complainant,
V3.

Case No. 5,18

THZ PACIFIC TZLEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH
COMPANY, a corporation,

Defendant.

Ellas L. Nasif, in proprla persona. Pillsbury,
Madison & Sutro, by John A. Sutro, and Lawler, Felix
& Hall, by L. B. Conant, for defendant.

QP I NIOX

The complaint alleges that Elias L. Nasif was a sub-
seriber and user of telephono service at 3826-3828 vest
Slauson Avenue, Loz Angeles L3, California, under number
Axminister 1-511l, and that during the month of January 1950
those telephone facllltles were disconnected by defendant
toelephone company as a result of a requost of the Shoriff of
Los Angeles County. Tho complaint further alleges %that
Ellas L. Nasif did not use and does not now intend to use these
telephone faclilities for any unlawful purpose, and that the
telephone company hac refused to rostore service even though

demand has been made upon 1t to do 30. Complainant further

alleges he has suffered and will suffer irreparabdle injury

and great hardship.




Under date of October 20, 1952, the telephone
company filed an answer, the principal allegations of which
were that the telephone company had reasonable cause to believe
that the telophone facllitles in question were being used to
violate the law and that, accordingly, the telephone company
disconnected and discontinued the tTelephono service pursuant
to Decisfon No. L1L1S, dated April &, 1948, in Case No. 4930
(47 cal. P.U.C. 853).

Public hearing was held before Examiner Syphers in
Los Angeles on November 19 and 2L, 1952.

At the hearing on Novembder 19 no one appeared for
complalinant, and, accordlngly, the hearing was called and con-
tinued until November 2l.. The record discloses that a notice
of hearing was sent to complalnant under date of November 6,
1952. A subsequent letter was sent to complainant on
November 19, advising him of the continued hesring. At the
continued hearing on November 2L there was no appearance for
complainant, whereupon the hearing was called and submitted.

Under date of June 26, 1952, this complainant had
filed & previous complaint requesting restoration of telephone
service, and alleging substantially the same facts as are
alleged in the complaint herein. An order granting temporary
interim relief was issued on July 1, 1952, by Decision Nov

L7438, In Caso No. 5389. Subsequontly a hearing on the matier

A .
was held on August 19, 1952. At that time %there was no .,

appearance for complainant, and the matter was submitteds By
Decisfon No. L76L9, dated September 2, 1952, 1n Case No. 5389

the: complaint was dismissed..




At the hearing on November 19, 1952, & deputy sherif?f

of Los AngelesCounty testifled that on Januwary 9, 1951, he

and another deputy went to the premises at 3826-3828 West
Slauson Avenue, at about 1:25 P.M. in the afternoon. On the
premlses Iz a cafe and cocktall lounge which the deputies
entered. At a large desk thoy discovered one Harvey A. Crosby
with threec telephones, numbers Axminister 1-511lL, Axminister
3-8237 and Axminister 3-8238. Wnile the deputfes were there
the telephones rang on numerous occasions and bets on horse
races were recorded. Crosby was arrested and subsequently
plead guilty vo a charge of bookmaking.

The position of the telephone company was stated
in the prior hearing in this matter on August 19, 1952, and
was that 1t had acted with rossonable ceuse inasmuch as it had
recelved a letter from the Los Angeles County Sheriffts Office
advising that the telephone fscilitles in question were being
used for an unlawful purpose and requesting that those lacili-
ties be disconnected.

After a consideration of this matter we are of the
opinion, and herebdy find, that the telephone company had reason-
able cause to belleve that the use made or to be made of the
telephone facllitlies in question was prohibited by law ZInasmuch
as the letter from the Sheriff of Los Angeles County con~
stitutes such reaconable cauwse under the terms of Decision
No. L1L15, supra. We further find that bookmaking wos being

conducted over the telephone in question as indiceted by the
testimony of deputy sheriffs herein.




Upon this record, the complaint will bve dis-

The complaint of Elias L. Nasif against The Pacﬁfic
Telephone and Telegraph Compsny having been filed, pudlic
hearing having been held thereon, the matter now being ready
for declislon, and the Commission being fully advised in the
premises and basing 1ts doclision upon the evidence of record
in this case and the findings herein,

IT IS ORDERED that complalnant's request for restora-
tion of telephone service bYe denied and the saild complaint be,
and i1t berebdy s, dismissed.

The effective date of this order shall be twenty (20)
days after the date hereof. 7'9/

Dated at _ﬁgééggéiééaznggz%zr/ » California, this 2

day of oé%amﬁ/ , 2952.
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