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Deci sion No.. l!8177 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILI TIES COI·'jMISS!m~ OF THE STA!E OF CALIFORNIA 

(Amended Title) ) 
I~ the Matte~:- of the Application of ) 
The California Oregon Power Company for ) 
an Order Issuing to Applicant a ) 
~~rtific~te of Public Convenience and ) 
~:ecessity to Exercise the Right, ) 
?rivi~ege and Franchise Gr~~tcd to ) 
Applicant by Ordinance No. 253 of the ) 
Board of Supervisors of the County ) 
of Siskiyou, California. ) 

Application No. 33783 
(A."l'lended) 

Appearance for Applicant: Brobeck, Phleger and 
H~rrison by Geor~e D. Rives. 
Interested Party: california F~rm Bureau 
Federation by Eldon Dy~. 
Othe~ Appearances: L .. R. Knerr for the 
Commission's staff. 

OPINION - .... _-- ..... -.. 

The California Oregon Power Company, operating a public 

utility electric system in the northern portion of the State of 

Cali.fornia and the southern portion of the State of Oregon, first 

filed the above-numbered applica.tion on October 6, 1952 requesting 

an order of the Commission declaring that it will issue to 

applicant a certificate that the public convenience and nec~ssity 

require the exercise by applicant or the right, privilege and 

franchise for which applicant has made application to the Board 

of Supervisors of Siskiyou County. Prior to the public hearing 

on this matter, the applicant was granted the franchise and 

amended its application at the hearing .. 

Amen~~ent to An~lication t t 

The amendment to application in this proceeding seeks 

a certificate of public convenience and necessity to exercise the 

rights and privilege~ of a franchize granted by the County of 
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Siskiyou, permitting the installation, maintonance and use of an 

electric distribution and transmission system in so many and in 

such parts of the county highways and county property as the County 

of Siskiyou is the fee owner. The new franchise replaces the 

50-year franchise that ~xpired on November 11, 1952. The public 

h~aring on this a~p1ication as amended was held before Examiner 

:1. W. Edwards on December 11, 1952 tlt Yreka, California.' 

F~anchise, Term and Fee 

The franchise referred to, a copy of which is attached 
. 

to the amendment to the application and designated as Exhibit B, was 

gra"lted by the county in accordance with the Broughton Act,.and is 

of 50-year dur.:ttion.. A fee is payable annually to the county 

equivalent to 2% of the gross receipts ari~ing from the use, 

o~eration, or posseSSion of the franchise. 

Competition 

This utility or its predecessors for many years have 

served electricity within the County of Siskiyou, althoug~ its 

existing distribution facilities do not extend to all portions 

of the county. Applicant'S witness testified that the company 

was aw~re of only one other electric. utility serving within the 

unincorporated area of Siskiyou County, the Pacific Gas and 

Electric Company, which serves a small area nCAr the southeastern 

corner of the county in the vicinity of Pondosa. Th~ closest point 

of service by The Californie Oregon Power Company 'to Pondo~ is the 

Hearst Ranch·, about 20 miles dist:lnt. 

Applicant states that there is no evidence th~t it was 

~ver notified of the intention of the PaCific Gas and Electric 

Company to serve wi thin Siskiyou County and it learned of $uc'h 

service only in recent years. Applicant T s position is tM.t the 

area in the vicinity of Pondosa logic.llly can be scrved by the 
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Pacific Cas CI.nd Electric Comp~ny and it docs not protest this 

~ntry into Siskiyou Co~~ty. 

As of the 1950 census, the popu13tion within the 

~~incorporated portions of th~ county w~s 19,66$. 
... 1 . v,7).c US:l.on 

No objection to the. granting o~ the req1.1csted certifico.te 

:-t,~s been entered. After reviewing the evidence of record, it is 

·~~e Comiszion T s conclusion that ;;: cert:ificate of public convenience 
. . 

and ncccssity~~hould be granted authorlzing exercise of the new 

fr.:.nchisc. 

The certificate of public convenience and necessity 

herein r,ranted ;is subject to the·follo·~ng provision of 13W: 

That the Commission oh.:tll hnvc no power to 
~~thorize the capitalization of the franchise 
involved hcrei~ or thi: certif.ic'c.te of public 
conv~niencc and necc::sity or the right to oWl"~, 
operate o~ enjoy such franchise or certificate 
of public convenience ~~d necessity in excezs of 
the amount (exclusive of ~~y tcx or ~nnual ch~rge) 
actually p~id to the State or to a political 
subdivision thereof ~s the consider~tion for the 
grant of such fr.:lnchis~, certificD.tt! of public 
convenience and necessity or right. 

o R D E R .... _----

The ~bove-~ntitled ~pplication h~ving been filed, a 

public hearing having been held, the matter havin~ been ~ubmittcd .' , 

8.:'ld now being ready for decision, 

IT IS HEREBY FOUND AS A FACT that public convenience 

and necessity require the exercise by applicant of the right, 

privilege and franchise granted to applicant by Ordinance No. 253 

of the County of Siskiyou, subject to ~ppropriatc restrictions 

concerning the territory not :'lOW being served. 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that a certificate of public 

convenience and necessity be and is granted to The California 
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Oregon Power Company to exercise th~' rights "and' privil'cgcs 

granted by t.he County of Siskiyou,: by Ordinance No. 253 adopted 
" 

November 6, 1952, subject, however, to the !ol:towin~ conditions: 

1. That The California Oregon Power,Company shall not 
exercise said franchise for the purpose of supplying 
electricity in those parts or portions of Siskiyou 
County not now served by it except through extensions 
of its existing system oade in the ordinary course of 
business as contemplated by Section 1001 of the Public 
Utilities Code; and 

2. That the Commission hereafter by appropriate, proceeding 
and order may limit the authority herein granted to 
applicant as to any territory within said county not 
then being served by it. 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty (20) 

days after the date hereof. 

Dated at San Francisco, California, this day 

of Cb.:.n&....&"'~<, 195.3. 
t/ ·C 
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