
Decision No. 4.8231. 

BEFORE TEE PUBLIC UTILITIES CO~~SSION OF THE STATE'OF CAtIFOru~!A 

CLARA MAE SIMS" ) 
) 

Coml'la1nant, ) 
) 

vs.. ) 
) 

TEE PACIFIC TELEPHONE Ah~ TELEGRAPH ) 
COMPANY, a corporation, ) 

) 
Defendant. ) 

----------------------------) 

Case No .• 5425 

Clara Mae Sims in propria per~ona. Pillsbury, 
·Madison & Sutro '5y-,J;J"m A« .sl;t~ and Lawler, F~lix 

&. Hall, by t .. B. Cona:).'~, tor detend~nt. 

The compla1nt nlleges t!lllt Clara ~~a.e: Sims who resides 

. at 427 EQst l18~~ Place, Los Angeles, prior to Octooer 15, 1952, 

was a subscriber and user of tele.phone serv1ce furnished by 

defo:lcant company undor nu."lioer 'Plymouth 4-7574.. On or about 

October 15, 1952, the$e te1e~hone facilities were'discon."lected 
, .. 

by the Los Angeles Police Dopartment on susp1c1on ot boo~k1ng .. 

The complainant has mAde demand upon tho defenda.nt telephono 

'company to restore the tole,hone service but ,it has rer~~ed to 

do so. Tho complaint· also o.llegos thAt tho com~ltl1no.n-: "11111 

sutter irreparable damage it she 13 do~r1vod or the use ot her 
. 

telel'hone and, further, that :3he c.id not use and does not now 

intend to uze the tolephono fac1l1. ties a3 c.n :tns.tr1.llnenta11 tj" to· 

v10late the law. 

-i-



Un~or dato ot November 18, 1952, this Commiss10n, by 

Decision No. 47920, in Case No. $425, issued an order grnnting 

te:porary inter1m reliot, directing the telephone company to 

restore telephone service to complainant pend1ng a hearing in 

the ~tter. On November 28, 1952, the defendant telephone 

comp'sny f11ed an answer, the prL"lcipal allegation:: of which were 
. 

that the defendant telephone company had re~~onable cause to 

believe that the u~e made or to be made ot the telephone service 

furn1shed to complainant under number Plymouth 4-7574 was pro

hibited by law and that said service was being or was to be 

used as an instrument~11ty d1rectly or indirectly to violate 

or to aid and abet the v1olat.10n of the law, and that, having 

such reasonable cause, detendant was required to.disconnect tho 

service pursuant to Dec1s1on No. 4~lS, dated April 6, 1948, in 

Case No. 49.30 (47 Ca.l. P.u .c .. 8.$3). 

A public hearing was held in Los Angeles on January 19, 

. 1953, before Examiner Syphers at which t~me evid~nce was adduc~d 

and the .. ma, tter was subm1 tted .. 

At the hearing the co~p1n1nant testified that she and 

her husband'resided at 427 Ea:3t l18th Place in the City or to:l 
~ 

Angeles.. Prior to October 1.5, 19$2, she had been a subscriber 
I :~ _, 

of.te1e~one service for more than'15 years. About ten days 

prior to this date she had ren~ed a spare room to a man by the 
. \ 

name 01" Donnie Booth. She stated that "che had not uzed the 

tolephone tor bookmaking and hnd no knowledge ot anY,.unlawful, 

use thereot. She further te3t1!'ied that Donnie Booth"'d1d. not 
'. 

now l1vo there and had not 11ved thore or had access to the 

telephone s1."lce October l5, 1952 .. 
"', 

" 
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C.5425 -. 

An officer of the Los Angele~ Polico Department 

testified that on October lS, 19,52, shortly atter .. 3::.0$ p.m~,. 'he 

and another- officer entered the premises at 427 Eas·t l18th :Place 

~nd there found one Donnie Booth in the liv1ng room. There 'was 

a card table on which was located a telephone having numcer 

Plymouth 4-7,574, a copy 0.1" the National Daily Scratch Sheet and 

a white enamel pan which apparently r..ad boen used to record 

various notat10ns by crayon. The otf1cer~ were there for approxi

mately two and a half hours, during which time the telephone rang 

about 20 times. On each occas1on one of the officers answered 

and recorded oe ts on var.ious horse races. . :Sooth was a.rres ted. 

He :;tated that he had rented the room from Mrs. Sims. 

Exhibit No. 1 is a copy of a letter dated October 1$, 

1952, from the Los Angeles Police Department to the telephone 

company requesting that telephone service under number Plymouth 

4-7S74 at 427 East lJ.:8th Place be disconnected. 

The position of the. telephone company was that it had 

acted upon reasonable cause in disconneeting the telephone 

service ~~asmuch a: it bad received the letter dcs1gnat~d as 

Exhibit No .. 1. 

Atter consideration of this record we now find that 

the telephone companyTs action was cased upon reasonable cause 

as such tero is usod in DeCision No. 4141S, supra. We further 

find that the tolephone facilities here in ques.t1on were used 

as an instrumentality to aid and abet the Violation ot the law. 

However, thero is no evicence in this ~ecord to show that the 

complainant or her h~sband had any connect~on with or any 
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knowledge or the bookmaking activit1e8, t~rerore, in the light 

of this record the order granting temporary interim relief will 

b~ made permanent. 

ORDER .......... - -,.. 

The complaint of Clara Mae Sim3 again$t The Paci!io 

Telephone and Telegraph Compa.ny having been f11ed~' pub11c 

hearing having been held thereon, the matter now being ready 

tor decision and the Commission being rull~ advised in the 

prem1se~ and casing its dec1sion upon the evidence or record 

in th~,$ case and the findings h.erein, 

IT IS ORDERED that' the order of this ,Commission in 

" Decision No.4 7920, da..tod November 18, 1952, in Case No. 542$, 

temporarily r.estor1ng teleph.one service to complainant, 'be 

made permane~, such re$toration being subject to all duly 

author1zed rules and regulations 'ot the telephone company and 

to the existing applicable law. 

The effective date of th1s order shall be twenty (20) 


