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Dacision No.

BEFORE THE FUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

EVELYN GOOLD,

Complalinant
V3.

Case No. 5427

THE PACIFIC TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH
COMPANY, a corporation,

Defendant.

N N e N N P S P e e

Evelyn Goold in propria persona. Pillsdury,
Madison & Sulro, by John A. Sutro, and Lawler, Folix
& Hall, by L. B. Conant, for defendant.

Q2IXNION

The complaint alleges that Evelyn Goold who'residos
at 1642 West L2nd Place, Los Angoles 62, Californla, prior to
September 1, 1952, was a subseriber and user of telephone
service furnished by defendant company unde> aumber
AXminister 3-3L02. On or about September 1, 1952, theso tele-
phone facllitles were disconnected by the Los Angeles Police
Department on suspicion of bookmaking. The'complainant hag
mads deiand uporn. the defendant telephone company to restore
the telephone service but i1t has refused to do so0. The
complaint also alléges that the tomplainant will sulfer
irreparable damage 1f she 15 deprived of the use of her tele-

phone and, further, that she did not use and does not now
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intend to use the telephone faclllities as an instrumentality to
violate the law.

Under date of November 26, 1952, this Commission, by
Decislon No. L7975, in Case No. 5427, issued an order granting
temporary interim relief, directing the telephone company to
restore telephone service to complainant pending a hearing in
the matter. On December 5, 1952, the defcendant telephone
compeny filed ca answer, the principal allegations of which
were that the defendent telephone company had reasonable cause
to belleve that the use mede or to be made of the telephone
service furnished %o complaipant under aumdber AYminister 3?3h02
was prohibited by law and that zaid service was being, or was
to Ye used, as an Instrumentality directly or Indirectly to
violate or to aid and abet the vlolation of the law and tha?
defendant having reasonabdle cause was required to disconnect
the service pursuant to Docision No. LILL5, dated April 6,
198, in Case No. L930 (47 Cal. P.U.C. 853).

A public hearing was held In Loc Angeles on Janua:y 19,
1953, before Examiggr Syphers, at whlch time ovidence was
adduced and the mattor submitted.

At the hearing a police officer for the City of Los
Angeles testified that on Septembor 26, 1952, ho and two
other officers entered the premises at 162 VWest h2nd'?lace.
The premises consisted of a one-story dwelling house and as
the officers entered they found onme Joe Rizzo standing near
the front door. In the living room on o tabdble there‘were a

telephone and some sceratch shoets,. Alzo, in the kitchen scraps
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of paper were found which, when pleced together, were found to
be betting merkers for races which had been run the previous
day. At approximetely L:15 p.m. the phone rang and was
answered by the polics officer. A volce agked for Joe and pro-
ceeded to place a Yet over the telephone. The complainant

Mrs. Goold was in the house at the same time and the ﬁolido'
officers arrested both of thenm.

The complainant herein presented tectimony wpich
corroborated.the testimony of the police offlcer as to the
raid on September 2, 1952. However, the complainant stated
that she had no xnowledge or connectlon with ény bookmaking
and that subsequent to her arrest she wasureleased at the pre-
liminary hearing for lack of evidence. She further testified

that Joe Rizzo was the husband of one of hef friends and that

occasionally they visitéd complainant's house. On the occasion

of September 2, 1952, she stated that Joe Rizzo had taken his
wife to & bYeauty shop or the doctor and was walting at com- |
plainant's house. At the time of the rald he had been there,
for approximately one-half hour. She further stated that she
needs the telephone 4inasmuch &3 she works nights, and, also,
her mother who lives with her is 0ld and under doctors! card,
Exhibit No. 1 45 a copy of a letter dated Septemb&r iy
1952, from the Los Angeles Police Department to the telepho#e‘
company requesting that telephone service at 16L2 West h2ndf
Place under number AXminister 3-3,,02 be disconnected. The
position of the telephone company was that 1t had acted upon
reasonable cause in dlsconnecting the telephone service inasmuch

as it had recelved the letter designated as Exhibit No. 1
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Aftef conzideration of this record we find that the
telephone company's action was based upon reasonable causo as
such term 13 used in Decizfon No. L1155, supra. We further
find that the telepnere:- Puc*litie nc“e In question were used
as an instrumeqtality to ald and abet the violation of the law.

However, there is no evidence in this record to show that the
. S et

complainant nad any connection with or any‘knoWiédse of ﬁhe"fm”??
bookmaking -activities.  The officer who received the bdﬁlgver.’w

the telephone: testifled that the purty Plaaing“thevbet-had‘”-‘
. .
asked for Joe. In the 14ght of this record- the order granting

the temporary interim reliefl will be made. permanont.

srv OBDER

The compiéintwof Evelyn Goold against The Pacific
Telephone and'Telegféph Company havinglbeen;fﬁiéd, public .

hearings having been held thereon, the matter now being ready ,
for decision and the Commission being iully advised in the )

premises and basing itu decision upon the evidence of record

.’ \0.

1n this case and the findings herein,
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IT Is ORDERED fhat the order of this Commission in
Decislon No. u7975, dated November 26 1652, in Case No. 51;2»7,

temporarily restoring telﬂphone service to complainant be made
AN
peormanent, such restorat on being subject to all duly authorized

o

Mles and regulations of t‘ze telophone company and to the exist-

4 g T ot

ing applicable law.

The offective date of thls order shall be twenty

days arter the date hereof.

Dated at O i F e = Calirornz.a, this (Z“‘j

- v mmem . a

day Of ,/J»ZJJ_{!.;M/ ’ 1953-
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