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SEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION CF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Commission Investigation into the)

Valley View Drive grade crossing ) Case No. 5429
of the Los Altos branch of the ) ' .

Southern Pacific Company. )
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A. W, COnncr, Wayor, Civy of Los Altos,
walter 5. Gaspar, Supervisor, County of
santa Clara,
Rev. Charles W. Cox, for Mcuhoazst
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R. Bassett, Fire Chief, Los Altos Fire
Protection District,
William A. Reed II, J. H. Farrell,
Joseph W. chdcrson, Do Largen,
Mrs. F. Rudine, bugene deﬁlngton,
L. W. Gritiita, Mrs., Virginla Llovd,
Stuart Harwoda Mrs. W. H. Kohl,
intercsted partles.

R. S. Myers, for~Southern Pacific Company,
rezpondent.

Halsey L. Rixford, for the Commission's
Staff.
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By order dated December 2, 1952, the Commission, on its

owa motion, instituted an investigation for the purpose of determin~
ing whether the crossing (EN-37.16) at grade, of Valley View Drive
with the tracks of the Los Altos Branch of Southern Pacific Company
in the vicinivy of Springer Road station, Santa Clara County, is
hazardous to the safety of the public, whether the public safety,
convenience or necessity requires the abolition of such crossing by
physical closing or the closing thereof to public use, or the alter-

ation thereof or the installation of protective devices, and ©o
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prescribe the terms upon which any such maintenance, closing, alter-
ation or installation should be made and the proportions in which the
expense thercof should be divided between the Southerm Pacific
Coempany, the County of Santa Clarza and the City of Los Altos.

A pudblic hearing was held at Los® Altos, before Commissioner

Huls and Examiner Silverhart on February 26, 1953, on which date the ~

matter was submitted.

The Commission, by Decision No. 41556, dated May 4, 1948,
denied the application of the County of Santa Clara for authority ts
construct a public grade ¢rossing at the above-mentiqngd'Valley View
Drive. In such decision the Commission said, among other things,

"From the record in this cabe, it appears that a

crossing at this location would be unsafe due to the steep
approach grade (lli per ceat) and that it would not be
practicavle to reduce this grade. It also appears that
access to the subdivision is available by alternate,

although slightly longer routes, over other public crosse
ings. The most desirable solution to the problem would be
the extension of Border Road both to the north and south
along the railroad tracks, thus connecting with the Magdalena
Road crossing and the Fremont Avenue crossing. The extension
To the south would have the further benefit of giving the
tract better access to the Springer Road Railroad Station.

Ir the event that Border Road is extended as suggested, the
private crossing at Valley View Drive could be ¢losed.”

The location and physical characteristics of the crossing’
at-Valley View Drive, the public crossings on either side thereof
and the'distances therefrom to Magdalena Avenue and to Fremont Avenue
are set forth in such decision, as is the location of Border Road.’
Since the issuance of Decision No. 41556 the crossing at Valley View
Drive, the eastern approach thereto and a portion of the western
approach are now within the city limits of the City of los Altos.

The subdivision referred to in such decision, known as Summerhill

Heights, is not within such city limits.
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The fire chicef of the Los Altos Fire Protection District
testified that fire equipment is routed away fromAzhe Valley View
Drive crossing because of deep chuck holes and ruts thercin. He
indicated that if such crossing were available as a means of ingress
to Summerhill Heights via Valley View Drive, his equipmert would
ascend one hill less than now must be negotiaced by use of routes
presently utilized. The witness also stated that an extengion of
Border'Road would be advantageous because it would permit a reduc-
vion in time to negotiate the distance between the Fire House, at
3rd and.Statc Streets in Los Altos, and Swamerhill Heights. |

The supervisor of school buses of the Los sltcs school
district testified that the Valley View Drive crossing is dangerous
and in bad condition and that the 5¢ho00l buses do not use it. This
witness stated that Border Road could be used if it were extended.

The county engincer of Santa Clara County testified that
the existing crossing av Valley View Drive is dangerous, that to
reduce the grade thercat would require the expensive procedure of
either raising the grade at Fremont Avenue or lowering the grade e
of the railroad, that he favored a highway parallel to the railrcad

and that he would recommen@ an extension of Border Road either to

the north or the south if the Valley View Drive crossing should be

closed.

Exhibit No. 2, a report prepared by transportation o
engincers of the Commiszsion's staff, as a result of their study
of the crossing with which we are here concerned, shows that the
width of such crossing is 12 feet, with a plus 15 per cent grade of
approach on the east and a minus & per cent on the west, that such
crossing is ©0o0 narrow to permit passage of two vehicles of any type,

that such crossing is wnpaved, as arc the approaches, that such
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. approaches contamn large chuck holes and that a hill causes an’
‘impalrment ‘of vision to the northwest. “

While the evidence demonstrates that the present crossing
at Valley View Drive is deplorably inadequate and‘dangerous, the
clos;ng thereof would deprzve the residents of Summerhill Heights

WF,.- .
of a convenxeut means of ;ngress and egress to and from their homes.

At the same tzme, t0 pefdiﬁlsuch cross;ng as it p;eeeﬂﬁly exzsts, ”

o remain open indefinitely would not be conducive to the public

safety. Therefore, the ensu;ng order wzll provmde for the abolit;on

of the crossing at Valley View Drive at such time as Border Road

shall ke prolonged either to Fremont Avedﬁe'or to agdalena Avenue, |
. or at the expiration of six months from the date hereof whmchever -~

is the earlier. - I o t !

Because of the' engeney and 1mmed1acy of the oltuation
confronting the reozdents of the area, the Board of Supervi or;'of

Santa Clara County is urged to undertake such constructlon prompily.
ORDER

A publzc hear;ng hav;ng been held and based upon the
evidence therein adduced
~ IT IS ORDERED:
1. That the Southern Pacific Qompany, the County of Santa
Clara and the City of Los Altos, 'at such time as Border Road is
lengthened either toyMegdalena Avenue or to Fremont Avenue, end
officially opened to traffic, or at the expiration of six months —
roz the date hereof, whichever it the earlier, shall abolish, by
shysical closing, the crossing of Valley View Drzvev(EN 37 16) with
the *allroad racks of the Southern Pacific Company near Springer

[

Road statmon, in the County of Santa Clara.
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2. .That within five days after the occurrence of the
event referred to 4n paragraph-l hereofs: the Southern:
Pacific Company, at 1ts'sole’ expense, shall remove. such .
¢rossing and approaches, ‘within: the . limits of its right of -
way, and erect suitable:barriersy in suchwmannerrasaeffec-f~
tively to prevent the use of such crossingﬁby'vehicﬁlarw
traffic. .
The~effectiveadate'of-thishorder'shall'beﬂtwenty'days:after :
the date hereof. .

. ' . Y
Dated at?&géiziggggéézz, California, this.‘(5‘<fg§y of
i, 1955,
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