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BZFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNTA

Decision No. 4-8525

JESSE GREENSTEIN,

Complainant,

vs. Case No. 5L30

THEE PACIFIC TELEPHEONE AND
TELEGRAPH COMPANY, a corporation,

©  Defendant.

Josse Greenstein, by Mrs. Jesse Greenstein,
Pillsdury, Madison & Sutro oy John A. sutre, and
Lawler, Feollix & Eall, by L. B. Conant, for dofendant.

The complaint allege:z that Jecse Greensteln, rosiding

at 8323 Third Avenue, Inglewood L., California, prior to
Auéust 2, 1951, was a subscriber and user of telophone service
furaished dy defendant company under number Pleasant 1-9026.
On or about August 3, 1951, these telephone faclilitles were
disconnected by representatives of the Los Angeles County
Sheriff's Offlce on charges of bookmaking. The complaint
further alleges that complainant has made a demond upon thé
defendant company to héve the sald telephome facilities
restored and, further, that the defendant televhone conpany

has refused such demand.
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Under daté of Docermber 29, 1952, defondaﬁt filed an
answer alleging that on or about August 1, 1951, 4t had reason~
able cause to believs that the use made or to be mede of the
telephone facilitles In question was prohibited by law and that
defendant, having such redsonablo cause, was required to and
did discornect the sald facilities pursuant to Decisfion No. L1L1S,
dated April 6, 1948, in Case No. L930 (L7 Cal. P.U.C. 853).

A public hearing was held In Lo:s Angeles on April 15,
1953, before Examiner Syphers at which time evidence was adduced
and the motter submitted. |

| At the hearing the wife of complairant testified that
the telephone facilitles in question had been removed dy deputy
sheriffs of Loz Angeles County on or about Auguét 3, 1951, and
that her hushband had been arrested for bookmaking. Subsequontly;
Jesse Greenstoein was tried for bookmaking and on December 1, 1951,
was found guilty and rinéd 4500 and placed on provation for five
Jears. She further testified that she now needs a tolephone for
personsl and home use and, in particular, since her six-yéar
old son 1s under doctors! care. The residence 1s occupled by
Josse Greenstelin, his wife and two children. She further teati-
fled that there was no Intentlion of using the facilities for
vookmaking or any other unlawful purpose.

Testimony was presented by a deputy sheriff of Los
Angeles County, who testifled that on August L, 1951, he,
accompanied by two other deputies and a police officer of the
City of Inglewood, entered the premises at 8323 Thrird Avenue in

Inglewood and discovered two telephones having numders Pleasant

1-9026 snd Pleasant 1-Lh3l. Mr. and Mrs. Greenstein and their
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two childrep were present Iin the home. The officers made a -
search and found betting markers and a scrateh sheet. While
they were there the tolephones rang on numerous occasions and
the officers recordsd bets over them. A% that “time the tele-
phones were removed and Jesse E. Greenétoin was a:rested.

The supervising speclal agent of The 3acific Telephone
and Telegraph Compgny presented Exhivit No. 1 which 1s a letter
Tfrom the Los Angeles County Sheriff's office to the telephone
company, dated August 7, 1951, requesting fhat the telephone
facilities in question be disconnectgd. The position of the

teleophone company was that 1t had disconnected service pursusnt

to this requect and, accordingly, had acted upon reasonable

cause In accordance with Decision No. L1L1S, supra.

Upon this record we Lfind that the action of the tele=~
phone company was based upon reasonable cause as such term is
used 4in Decision No. LILLS, supra. We further find that the
complalinant now 1s entitled to telephone service on the same
basls as any other similar subscribder Lnasmuch as he has paild
the pexnalty for any violation of the Penal Code which he may
nave committed, anq'thero now 1s no indication that he will in

the future use telephone facilities iIn an unlawful manner.

SRDER

The complaint of Jecse E. CGreenctein against The
Pécific'Telephono and Telegraph Company having been filed,
Public hearing having been held thereon, the case now being

ready for declsion, the Commission being fully advised in the




premises and basing 1ts decision upoen the evidence of record '
and the findings herein, :
IT IS ORDERED.that The Pacific Telephone and Telegraph

Company consider an application Lor telophone _eervice from ’cbo

Y

complainant herein on the .3 e ‘basis, a3 the app.;.:!.cation of a.ny

new subserider. .

The effective.date of this, ordor .shall bve twenty days |

LN

after the date” hereof. : é? ‘ w
Dated av . %’v LRI ,uu\ » Celifornia, this L5

day of . A~ H, 3*“51-_95,3-5,,~
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