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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of )
EE WESTERN PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY )
for authority to discontinue agency )
service at Crescent Mills, California. )

Application No. 33821

E. L. Van Dellen, for applicant. : Co

. &e Hughes, tor Order of Ralilroad Telegraphors, protestant.

A. R. Linn., foxr Lakevicw Manganose Mines, S. W. Brinker,
Cnarles E. Logan, H. 0. Williams and Paul Tatro, protestants.

This 1s 2n cpplication of The wGstern'Pacific Railrosd
Company for suthority to discontinue agency soervice ot Croscent
Mills, Plumas County, and to convert it to & nonegency station. No
possenger service is involved in the application. |

A public hearing waé held.by Ekamincr Gennon at Crescont
Mills on January LS, 1053, and the mettor wos submitted on cbncurront
briefs to be filoed within ten days. A brief was dﬁly-filed'by
counsel Tor protestants. However, afteor submission, applicant
adviced the Cormission that, in its opinion, there was no need for
applicant to file a brief in the matter.

The application alleges that tho volume of traffic haﬁdlcd /
by applicent to and from soid station s not sufficlicnt to justifly
the continuance of said stcticn 05 an agency.

Two opcrating witnesses were called who testifled as to tho
propoued mcthod of handling the traffic should the application bc
grentold. Indbound carlond shipments will be set out &t Crescont Mills
2nd weybills loft with the agent at the noafcst station in tho

_ (1) '
directlion of tho movement. Consignees would be notified of arrival

(1) The nearest agoney stetion to Crescont Mills 4s Greonville,
6.1 miles to the north. To tho south tho nearsst agency
station iz Xeddie, 8.6 miles distant.
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of shipment by tho agent at Groenville or Keddie. In tho case of
carloed shiﬁments coming in from ﬁhe northwest rether than from the
north, notice would be sont and waybills taken to Xeddie and the
agent 2t Keddie will notify tho consignee. In the case of outbound
shipments Lrom Crescent Mills the shipper will contect tho agent 2t
Oreoﬁvilie or Koddie by telephene.

The mothod proposed by applicant for handling the business
will be substantially the same a3 that followed presently, execpt
that instesd of contacting the agent at Crescont M2lls he will
contact the agent either at Greenville or Xeddle.

Artof the shiﬁper hes loaded his car he fiils out the bill

r ladingiand locves 1t in the dopot at Croscemt Mills. . He then
c2lls the agent either at Green&ille or Xeddle. When the car iz
picked up‘thc conductor will sign the pill of lading, leaving tke
original and one copy. ' |

Less=than~cariood shipments would be handled in the same
manmer oxcept that the shipments would be locked im & storeroom in
the depot at Crescent MLlls and tho conductor would 'sign the bill of
ading, load the shipment, and loave coplcc for tho hipper.‘ Inbound(
shipments would beo unloa&od into locked storeroom at Crescent Mills, |
waybills loft at Keddie or Greenville, and the shipper notified.

Tho key would be left In possession of the section foreman at |
Croscent Mills. .

The proposcd service £5 sct up by the anplicant sooms to
us to differ in no important respect othor thap tho-absonce;of an
agenx,énd the necessity of contacting the agent at Greenvillc or
Keddie. Tho stock corrals will be maintained asz bofore and pubiic
track facilities and telephone service will net beo disturbéd.‘

Another witnecs for applicant offcred twd exhibit$ for -

filing. Exhibit No. 1 Indlicates thet for the year ending October

31, 1952, the total revenue &t Croscent Mills Station wes $8,801;
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whoreas for tho provious yeor ending March 31, 1951, the totel
revenue wes $12,782, & falling off of practically $4,000. Oral
tcytimony showed that the revenue for tho corrosponding period
ending September 30, 1950, was &20 311 Thus 1t zppears that the
revenue at Crescent Aills Station hag boon gtoadily and guodtan-
tially docreasing.

mrhibit No. 2 1« an analysis of froight troffic forwarded
and recelved at Cres cent will~ during the two lz-monthlpcfiods
endiﬁg Octobor 31 1952 and Qctober 31, 1951, respectively.
breakdovn of the commoditics forwarded and reozived for the year
ending October 31, 1952, indicatcs the following- | |

Forwarded ' Rcccived

Commodity Cars Tons cors Tons Tons

Cattlo 13 186 - 132 288
Gasoline - —— 800 8§00

uo _ _— _— P 2 * ’
Tael 04l . 1 logi | lOBE

Pet. Products -— ——— g

Manganese Qre o 1.2 e

Lubricating 04l . m——— 49 | L9
" Steel Cabdble - 2% : 2%_

Uteel Tanks ! - - . )

Crushed Rock . 88 ; 88

‘Totel carload 2,188 oly 2,186
L-C-‘L.’ _ 38 19 _— 57

Total Freight 336 - 2,207 ol 2,543
Testimony-was preocnzed by applxcant as to annual expon.,eu
and revenues aceruing to Crescent Mills Station for the past two

ears. The Ligures for the -12 months cnd¢ng Cetover ;l, 1952, are

shown balow-

Dotal Rovenue (W.P.RR'z portion of intorline
plus SO% of loeal revenue) 58,801

Direct Expenses (wages, supplies, utilities) h=E2§
Available to Pay Cost of Transportation Bl.,376
System Operating Ratio (exel. Station Expensc) 65.07%

Cost of Tronsportation (using System Oper.
Ratlo) . $5,727

Indicated losc on Crescont MLlls Treffic $1,351 v
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Five public witncsées testiflied for the protestants. The
~ergest of these was engaged Iin the Lakeview Mines but has not done
any chipping for a year. Hisc associate testiflicd that the mine was
prosently in a development stage. Ho also stated that the rail
business had fallen off due £o poor service. 'Another witness
testified that the only inconvenience ho wouwld suffer would be
| making phone commections with CGreenville and Keddie.

Upon croscs-eXamination an operating witne#s testified that
the granting of the application would not entalil any additional
expense. Two employees are regularly employed at the Greenville
Station frox 7:30 A.M. to 3:30 P.M. and from 2:30 P.M. to 1l:30 P.M.

The alleged loss based upon systom operating ratio is only
one of many factors which must be considered before authorf#ation
can be granted to change a stationts status fromvagency to nonagency.
Besides tho financial results of operation other factors of impor-
tance should be weighed, such as geographical location of the station
and its proximity to other stations, volume and trend of business at
the station, and service that would be available if the agency were
discontinued.

Upon consldoration of the entire record it is_pﬁr conclusion,
ané¢ we so {ind, that the appligant's request 1z Justified. The
continuance of an sagent at Crcsccnt.Mills does not appear to be
required by public convenience and necessity. The application will

be grantéd.

A public hearing having been held in the above-entitled
proceoding, the matter having deen duly submitted, and the Commisszion
belng advised,

IT IS ORDERED that The Western Pacific Railroad Compony is

suthorized to discontinue agency sorvice at Crescont Mille,

-
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California, and to change station records and tariffs accordingly,
subject to the following conditions: |

(1) Applicant shall continue ‘said station as a
nonagency statlion.

(2) Applicant shall give not less than ten (10) days'
' notice to the public of said agency abandonment
by pogting noticc at sald station.

Applicant shall, within thirty (30) days after the
~effoctive dato heroof, notify this Commission in
writing of the abandonment of the facilities author-

ized herein and of 1ts compliance with the conditions
hercof. .- , : ‘ :

(4) The authorization herecin granted shall lapse if not
exorcised within ninety (90) days after the date

kereof, unless furthcr time be grantod by subscquent
" order. . . .

-l

The effective date of this order shell be. twenty deys after

the date hereof. :X/y Q;{f
Dated at A an _[[.,4 ///A A Calirorma, this 0\7?%

day of Cgf?A / ’ 1953'
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