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. Decis ion No. _~4;.;;;S;.;;5;...;4;;.;:' 9=..--

BEFORB THE PUBLIC UTILITIES CO~USSION OF TEE ST~E OF CALIFOa~A 

Application of the CITY OF MILtBRAE,) 
San Mateo County, California, to ) 
construC't ::;. grode crossing over the ) 
Southern Pacific Railway Co. right ) 
of wa~ at Center Street, Ydllbr~o, ) 
California. ) 

Ap:plication l~o. 33'760 

Kirkbride, Wilson, Harzfeld & Wal13ce and 
~rold N. Blnke, for applicant. 

tee E. Ha'Cl', Deputy City Engineer, City of' 
Millbr~e, for applicant. 

R. S. Myers, for Southern P~c1fic Company, 
interested party. 

James K. Gibson and M. B. Getchel, for the 
ConlClission t s staff'. 

OPINION .... _ ........ ----." 

The City of Millbrae seeks an order authorizing it to 

construct a p'.l.blic crossing at grp..dc over the tr~'ckc of the Southern 

Pacific Company at Center Street in s~id city in the manner deline

ated on ~ map attached to the ~pplication. 

A public hearing w~s hold at Millbrae before Examiner 

Silvcrhart on V~rch 31, 1953 at which time the matter ~as submitt~d. 

Center Street run~ wc~tcr1y or the Southern Pacific 

Company's right of way and by prolong~t1on ec~terly ~cross tho main 

line· double' track becomes S,rucc Street. The record s.hows that the 

present crossing ::J.t Cent~r Street (M.P.-12.8) is a pub11cly used" 

one-~ay, ,~paved roadway, with approximately a l~ per cent grade of 

approach on 'che west and five per cent on the east nnd protected by 

~!O st~ndard No. 1 cros~ing signs. A public crossing protected by 

two 3utooatic crossing g~tes is located 1.4 miles northerly or the 

Center Street crosc1ng. To the south there is ~ priv~tc crossing 

0.3 or a mile distant and a public crossing :protoc~od by two No. 3 

wigw~g Signals, with two train indic~tors, 0.9 of a mile ~way. 

-1-



A-33760. SL e 

Applicant proposes to pave s'aid Center Street crossing to 

a width of 36 teet together with '0. 7-foot sidew<llk area on eD.ch side. 

Tho gra.dc of 3.ppro."ch from Center Street w111 be plu:; 3.,'+ per cent 

and that from Spruc'e Street will be plus 2.4 per cent. Front Street 

which is contiguous: to th~ tracks will be closed; Monterey Street, 

approximately 100 feet e~sterly of the riGht of way, will be extended 

northerly to Bay Street and will intersect. Sprucc Stroc.t. .. 

The trainmaster of the Southern Pacific Compar~rs Coast' 

Division testified th~t the proposed crossing i$ Situated in a double 

track, high speed territory, through which some 90 trains p3S~ daily, 

~nd th~t such crossing should be providee with autom~ti~ crossing 

gates. 

The companyts senior ~ssis·tc.nt division engineer esti:na.ted 

the cost of ~utomatic crossing gctcs at $13,300 and the cost of 

annual maintenance thereof ~t $200. He estimated the cost or install

ing tho; portion ot the crossing between lJ.ne$· two teet out5ido or the' 

outside reils at $1,l15 ~nd an.~ual m~intcnanc0 therefor at $270. 

The evidence shows that tho Center Street crossing is the 

only moans or ingress: .'llld egres::: to .~nd from th.?,t part ot, Marino 

Vist~ Park SubdiVision which lies o3~terly of the trneks .~d westorly 

of tho B~yshore ~ceway and is bounded zonerally by Bay Stroet on 

the north, Santa Paula Avenue on the south, Bay Street on the cast 

~.nd Monterey Street on the west. 

Transportation engineers of the Commission f = stafr recom-

m~nded that the proposed crossing be authorized because no other 

public means of acc~ss arc available to the area here involved, and, 

because of the hoavy volume of high speed train traffic, further 

recommended the installation of automa.tic protective devic~s, irJ.clud

ine automatic gatos". 
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It appears from t~6 record in this' proceeding that tho 

public interest wo'.:8.a· be best ccrvod by authorizing the cOIlztruction 

of the crocsing as proposed', upon the cond1 t10n that automatic 

crossing gates be in~talled in connection th~rewith. The ensuing 

order Will so provide. 

The testimony diccloscs that the applicant is willing to 

as:umc the cost of constructing the crossing, exclusive of tho cost 

of automatic protective devices. The city maintains that the exist

ing pro~ection is. adequate and if any automatic devices are required 

by the Commission, tho cost thereof should be borne both by the city 

~nd the Southern PacifiC Company. 

The Southern Pacific Company, by its coun:el, stated that 

while it did not oppose the proposed crossing, the entire cost 

thereof including protective devicez should· be ass·essed solely 

against the city, for the reason that the need for protection arises 

trom the public usc rather than railroad activities. 

vIc have heretofore indico.tcd that 0; railroad "s responsi

bility to, keep at a minimum the hazards at all points or' highway 

crossings with its line, is a continuing one and the cost of provid-
. 

in; protection ~t grade crossing: depends upon the circ.umstaneas 

and equities in each instance. We conclude therefore, that a prope~ 

allocation or the cost: requires th~t applicant bear the entire 

expense of construction of the crossing provided for in thq pl~: 

and drawings attached to the application, except that the railroad 

Shall assume one-halt the costs of installing the protective devices 

described in the folloWing order. The cost of mainta.in1ng the grade 

crossing betwoen lines two feet outside of tho outside rails and . 
the protective dovices shall be borne by the r~ilro~d. 
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o R n E R ........... --- ~ "-' 

A public hearing having been held and based upon the 

evidence therein adduced, 

IT IS OP.DERED: 

(1). Th~t the City of Millbrae is autho~1zcd to construct 

a public crossing of Center Street with the tracks of the Southern 

Pacific Company at the location :more particul:::.rly outlined and in 

the manner delineated upon the drawings attached to the application 

subject to ?nd only upon the following conditions: 

(a) 

(b) 

(0) 

Cd) 

(0) 

The above crossing shall be identified as' crossing 
No. E12 ... 8. 

The. entire expense of constructinz the crossing, ' 
except to the extent set forth in subparagraph Cd) 
hereof, s hcll be borne 'by applicant .,.. " 

Said crossing shall be constructed equ:::.l or superior 
to type shown as st~ndard No. 2 in General Crder 
No .. 72 and shall be protected by two automatic 
crossing gates incorpor~tcd as a ~upplement to two 
st~~dard No. 8 flashing light Signals of the type 
shown in General Ordor No.. 75-B. . 

The entire cost of acquiring and installing ~uch 
flashing light ~ignals and automatic crossing gates 
shall be borne 50 p~r cent by the applicant and 
50 per cent by the Southern p~ciric Company. 

The. cost of maintaining said gate::.; :l.."'ld lights and 
those portions of said crossing oetween lines two 
feet outside or the outside rails Sh3ll be borno by 
the Southern P~cific Comp~. 

(2) Within thirty days thereafter applicant shall give. 

the Commission written notice of the completion of tho installation 

of z~id crossing and of its compliance With tho conditions hereof. 
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(3) The ~uthorizat1on her~1n gr.anted sh~ll l~pse if not 

exercised within one year from the d~tc heroof, unless further time 

is granted bJ" subsequent order. 

The effeetive date or this order shall be twenty days 

after the date hereof. 

Dated a.t.4a11~L",/JI/"I-4;I./I/.).{ C~11:rornia, this d;t4 
day of !d!f)A;;/ . , 19$3. 

V 

Comm13 s·1 one rs 


