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Decision No. 48623 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC,,uTILITIBSCOOOSSION 'OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In th~ Matter of the Application of ) 
VALLEY OF THE MOo~r STAGE LINES ) , 

for certificate of public -convenier~ce )'; Application No. 3'+170 
and necessity to oper~te passenger ) 
stage between Sonoma, California, .. and ) 
Glen Bllen, California. ) 

---------------------------------) ) 
In the Matter of the Application of ) 

VALLEY OF THE MOON STAGE LINES ) 
for an order approving an agreement ) 'Application' No~ 3lt204 
of indemnity under the provisions of ) 
Paragraph 6 of General.Order No. 101. ) 

--------------------------------) 
Irwin M. M~cLeod and Arthur R. Ma1]1, 

in propria personae , 
Do'U&Plas Brookman for Pacific Greynou.l'ld 

Lines, interezted party 
Ch.~rles 'I'. OV$rhou:::e, for the 

Co~m1sz1on's Starf 

Ap~licants ,Ir~in M. MacL~od and Arthur R_ Mann, request 

authority to oper.ate a .passenger stage service between Sonoma and 

Clen Ellen and intermediate points,. In the event the autb.ori ty here 

sought is granted an order is requested approving an agreement of 

indemnity under the prov1sionz of paragraph 6 of General Order No.10l~ 

A public hearing was held before Examiner Daly on April 28, 

1953 at Sonoma. An appearance was entered by the Pacific Greyhound 

Lines as an interested party. 

Acco~ding to applicants they propose to render an hourly , , 

service between Sonoma and Glen Ellen and intermediate points seven 

days a w(~ek. Serv1ce would· be provided through the Use of one 1946, 

2?-passenger Ford transit bus. If the application is granted it was . . . 
stated ,that.an,additional:piece of equipment would be ac~uired. The 

proposed rat~s would be, 25: cents between' Sonoma and Glen Ellen with 

fares of 20 ccntz and 15 cents between certain specified intermediate 
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~oints. Student· tickets 'would be sold at the r~te of 20 rides for 

$1.65. Tha t1ck0t~ would have to be used within two months from the 

date of 1'UI'chase. A: of March, 1953 applicants indicate assets in 

the amount 'of.$4,~G9.79. 

Several l'ul'iic Witnesses testified on behalf or applicants ... ; 

':rhe record d1sclosc~ that the proposed route wO'11d pass by tho SC"nClD::l 

St3te Home. Employees of the home, it was asserted, would be greatly' 

accommodated by 3 bus service scheduled to meet their commuting hours. 

In addition th~ service as proposed • ..... ould be very helpful. to visiting 

friends and relati·,e: of i:lmates of the State Home. A further need 

was expressed'on behalf of many aged residents of El Verano who be­

cause of their age or infirmities cannot drive ~ car and must rely 

upon friends ~r neighbors to drive theo into town to shop. Still 
,.. 

another need was expressed on behalf of those who arc confronted with 

the prohle:!l of kce~ing doctC'lr and dental appOintments. It was :also 

stated tbat the prop~sed service would eliminate the necessity for 

~any parents to crive thoir childr~n to ane from School. 

Th~ route over which applicant proposes to operate would 

duplicate that of ?~cif1c Greyhound Lines to a great extent. The 

Pacific Creyhound Lines operate thrc~ rouna-trip schedules daily be­

tween Sen Francisco and Sont~ Rosa via Sonom~ and Glen Ellen and one 

round-trip schcd.ul~.daily bc~ween Napa and Sonta Rosa. Although 

Pacific Greyho~~d Lines l1~ted its opp~nr3ncc to thct of an intcr-
, . . 

ested party the extent of its 'int~rest was explained by a statement . 
of c,ounscl. The statement was to the effect th8t during the past few 

years thG traffic £andled between these pOints has not been sufficient 

to meet the cost or ~rovidins service and if applic3nts provide the 

hourly service proposed there is little reason to beli~ve th~t they 

·~ould be any more !:uccesstul. P3cific Greyhound Lines wished to 

direct the Commission's attention to ~he principle that a certificate 

of publio convenience and necessity will not be issued to a passcnge~ 

stage corporation or to any public utility unless the applicant 
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thoret'or establishes its prcsGnt finenci~l stability and a prospect 
" ~ ,,' 

. , 

., 
, Y' .• ' 

~ '. lof , ~. .. 

of pro'b.? ble finanC'i~l "'success. 
• j \ if 

, ,1' ':"' t ," 

The Commissi'on canno,t aS,sure tho financ,~c.l success- 'oOt' 'any 
, ' 

public utility vonturo. Although it t-lpp'c.:rs that applicants possess. 
",' , I. 

the financial mC::Ins to inaugurate tho"se:rvice its success ,will de-
'\" 

, , 

pend largely upon tho patronage of those who have. soenthus1ast1c3lly 
.. ','." 

expressed a desire for the s0rv~ee .. , 
, .,,' . 

",1 ', .. ' 

After consideration of tho eVidence the Commission is' of , , 
Ii I .' j 

the opinion that publ:t'c~ conv'~~ience.and necessity require the gran:ting 
t , ...... , I, ' 

of the authority sought'. ' .. " 
,',' 

, I 

The rcqu~stcd approval of·:, cel'.ti!ic3t~ of insurance issued 
, . ~ I I' ',. 

by Cravens, Dar gOon & Company providing for cov03ragt;) by" Lloyd's of 
, ". . 

London for personal bodily injury and for, prop0rty damage as required . " \ ' 

Gon~ral Order No. 101 in the' by the provisions of th·? 'Co'mrnission's 
'. . . 

" 
,\"'" I 

a:ounts of $15,000 2nc $80~OOO fOrbod1.lYi'njU;:t~s ~nd in,the'omount 

of $10,000 for prop~rty da'mogc Will" be granted. .' 

.. 
Irwin M. MacLeod and Arthur,.R. M~nn·, doing bUsiness a's .,' 

,'. .. . ... 
V~llcy of the Moon'Stage Lines, ~re, hereby placed up~n notic~+,that 

~. . , ~ ~,; ", ',' \ ", .~ d, 

operoti ve rights, as such, do nO,t c~~sti tute" a' closs, o~:~~roper-ty 
\ .... I • 

which may be c~pitalized or used ~s an element' of value in ratc~rixing . 

for 3r..y amount of money in excess of" tha't origi~al:{y:' paid. to" the S.tat~' . 

" . 

, .. 
, .' , , 

monopoly of a c1~ss of busiriess ovc~ "a .,port1eular 'route.. Th1s 

mOnopo~y feature may be changed or destroyed nt any t;me, ~y the State, 

which is not in any respect limited to the number: ~f' ~ight::;, whi:eh " . 
\ 

.~ 

may be given. 

o R D.E R - ~ ... - ~ 

Applications having been filed, public hearing held thereon, 

the 'C'ommiss1on informod in tho premises, 
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IT IS ORDERED: 

(1) That s certificnte of public convenience ~nd necessity 

is hereby granted to Irwin M. MacLood,a~d,~rthur R. Y~nn, authorizi~g 

the est~blishment and operation of service ~s a passenger stage cor-
, I 'I'" 

Po~~tion, tiS defined ir). Section 226 of th,e Public Utiliti~s Code, for 

the transportation of pnssengers between Sonoma and Glen Ellen ~nd 
, ,t 

intermedi~te points. 

(2) That in providing service pursuant to the certificate 

herein grant~d, applic~nts shall comply with ~nd observe the following 

regulotions: 

(a) Appliccnts shall filo a written acceptance 

herein gront0d within 30 days after the effective date 

h~roof. 

(b) Within sixty days after the effective d3te 

hereof ~nd on not less th~n five days' notice to the 

Commission ~nd to the public 3pplicants shall file 

in triplicate and concurrently make effective, appro­

priate tariffs ~nd timetables. 

(c) Subject to the authority of the Commission 

to change or modify it at any time by further order, 

applicants sh~ll conduct the $crvice,hcrcin author­

ized over ~nd alon~ tho ,following route: 

"Commencing ot West First Street Dnd Napa 
Street, thence along Napa Street, East 
S~cond Street, Chase Street, Oak Street, 
Y~cArthur Street, Brondw~y Street, East 
Nap::!. Street, S')st First Streot, S:PIl~ 
Str~~t, West First Street, W~st Napa Street, 
Riverside Drive, Grove Avenue, First Street, 
Maple Str~et, Riverside Drive, Gra1g Avenue, 
Railroad ~venuc, Boyes Boulevard, State 
Highw~y 12, Santa ROS2 Avonue, ,Arnold Drive 
to Warm Spring Road .. " 
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(3) That the Commi~sion hereby opprovc~ the certificate of . " ' .. ,.,,., • #' 

, ..', + ,I ':." ; 

inzurance iszuod by Cravens, Dargan & Compony, providing f.or 1nsuronce 
• . ! I· ", , 

coverage for applicants by Lloyd's of' London, together with a renewal, 
'. . 

, ' • ~, " ' '. I : : .' \ : • , ' 

or renewals, of saic certificatc. 

The effective date of this'order shall be twenty d::lYs sfter 

the date hereof'.. . ~ " - . 7!f' 
Dated at ~C:llif'Orn1a, thiS--¢:d.ay of 

a~;;--" 1953. '. .. ..... _. __ . ____ ., ~., .. #' . ?:~, 

-~ ... 
~ ~ .. ~ ~ , 

-~ • -~ 

I ~~~ .r.I 

J I 

!:if. t!:'-~~ 
~ 

I. 
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