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BEFORE THE' PUBLIC UTILITIES", C01~1MISSION OF 'THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA·,}' 

Application'of JOSEPH: A. DeCRISTOFORO) 
and ANTHONY De CRISTOFORO, JR. 1.. -,oper~: ) 
ating under the na~e or DeCRIS~OFORO ) 
WATER SYSTEM ,(formerly- the Wlvr Drl.EHER: ) 
WATER CO~.i.?ANY) to increase charges' for)' Application No. -.3.370e 
water service;' (PUC Section: 454); and ) 
to establish the name- of tr-,e enter- ) 
prise as'THE AMB~ICAN RIVER- ~ATER ) 
SERVICE.. . ) 

Anthony:.K~nned:t~ for applicants. 
Bernard Corden, for the Commission staff.-

o PIN ION - -"... ......... _-

Nature:"of-' Pro'ceeding 

Applicants, who op'erate' a public utility water system in' 

the vicini t,y of the \lli11iam Dreher Tract, situated on an extension 

of Sixteenth 'Street about 400 feet north of the northerly city , 

limi ts of Sac !'ament 0 , allege 'that present rates, filed. August -24," 

19.32, are insufficient'to meet operating expenses and provide an ' 

eqU'itable return on the 'capital invested. They seek an increase 

in rates estimated to' produce 'an additional $2,100 in' revenue 'for' 

195.3, or an increase, percentagewise, of- SO.$' per 'cent -over 

revenues estimated ~:or 195.3 at present rates •. Although increases-. ' 

in rates for both metered and flat rate service are proposed, the': 

few meters installed. on the sys'Cer.1. are inoperat..i ve aI'ld all revenues: 

arc collected for service 'under flat rates-. 

Public Hearing' 

A public hearin~was held, after due notic-e, at'· 

Sacramento- on February 9,· 1953, before EXaIL.iner Gregory •. No- oppo:si- -

tion to the' proposed increases in rates was manifested~~· 
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Present a.na Proposed Rates 

T~e present meter rates, est~blished in 1932 by applicants' 

predecessor at the tiQ~ he secured a ,certificate (Dec. 24924, 

6-27-32, Appl. lS144), are basically ~pl.25 minimUIli per :tonth for a . , 

5/S-inch ~eter, entitling the consumer to the use of 500 cubic feet '.. ,'. 
I :;' ' • 

o~ water per ~onth, $0.20 per 100 cubic teet tor the next 1,;00 
' , 

" ' ~ .. . \ 

cubic feet, $0.15 per 100 cubic feet for the next 3,000 cubic feet 
~. 

and $0.10 per 100 cubic .feet for all usage over 5,000 cubic feet ,per 
" , 

month., An, increase is sought to increase these rates to $2.50 mini-' , .. , 

:nUl'll per month for a 5/S-inch meter, ,entitling the consumer to a " ,', 

monthly consumption of 500 cubic feet of water, $0.45 per 100 cubic 
. . , ' 

feet ~,~r the next 1,000 cubic feet, $0.25 per 100 cubic feet for the 

next 1,500 cubic feet, $0.15 per 100 cubic feet for t~e next 2,000 

cubic feet, and $0.10 pcr 100' cubic feet for all usage over 5,000 , 

cubic feet per month. Residential flat rates, also .first established. 

in 193i, are' propos'cd to be increased from $1.25 to $2.50 per month 
' , 

and commerCial and, industrial flat rates fro~ $2.50 to a range of 

$7.00 to $12.50 per month, depending upon the type of establishment 
and the season. 

Description of Svstem 

The system was origi:lal1y installed by' r,,:i11iam Dreher in 

1922 and was certif.icated in 19;2. Applicants acquired it by trans-
fer authorized in 1952 (Dec. 47022, 6-22-52. Appl. 33147). 

t t ' 

Water is produced by a 40-hp electrically driven pucp 
, , . 

iroo a well 300 feet deep ~nd is pumped into a 6,OOO-gallon pressure 
• I ~" j' .' 

tank fro'lll which it is delivered to 82 consumers, including many 

commercial and industrial users, through approximately 5,100 f~et 

of mains ranging fro~ 2~ to 4 inches in diameter. 

The utility and the nearby American River Fire District 

have made use of each other's facilities for several years in an 
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effort to avoid unnecessary duplication. Pursuant to a contract 

executed April S, 1952, the district has granted to the utility, for 

a period of 25 years, the right to use all its w~ter lines and tanks, 
.. ,..,' f " 

• " ,r • , 

now installed or to be insta~~ed, for the pur~ose of .. furnishing water 
, , 

tc the utility's domestic customers. The ut,ility has £;ranted to the . , 

district the right to f~ow or pump water fro~ any source through 
,-, ." , 

, . 

the utility's pipelines located within the boundaries of the district . . . . ., . 
and it has also agreed to install and maintain a well; pump and 

, ' . 
electric motor close to the district's main line and tank and to 

flow additional water throu~h the district's main line f~om a well 

and pump now operating on the utility's land. The district has 

agreed to furnish necessary material and labor, at a cost not in 

excess of $1,000, to connect the wells and pumps by an S-inch main 
, ' . . . 

to its own main line. Th~ utility/ further, has agreed to pay.the 

district $25 per year during the term of the agreement as additional 
, 

compensation for use of the ~ist~ct t s facilities. ,.~he record 

i~dicates that the cost to the district of the facilities available 
" ...... ,.: j . t ' 

to the utility is about $30,000 and that additional pipelines, to 
.• " I • \' • 

cost the district approximately $16,000, are soon to be installed. 
~ .• , .1' . 

The utility has included in it s statement of assets both 

the, .contract ~ listed at, ~~30 ,.000, and an interest in a sn~all ,plot of 

land, listed at ~(2,500. The land has been leased ,~rom applicants' 

father for a period of 25 years from ~~y 1, 1952, as a location. fo~ . , 

the new well and p~p, at an annual rental of ~420, payable at the. 

rate of $35 per month commenCing July 1, 1952. 

Results of Operations and Rate Base 

The utility'S properties were appraised by the Commission's 

staff on January 1, 1932, at ~6,656. The annual report for 1951, 
, " 

adjusted in accordance with suggestions made by the staff to the 

utilit1 and accepted by it, fixed the capital at ~7,131. The land, 

\ , 
( .. 1'-.._ 

.• !. 11'"\ 
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well; ·'pumpi~g' plant: and" accessories owned by applicants' predecessor, 

listccf in the annual report at $1) 684, were' not' transferred in 1952. 

Ins~ad', applicants durinR: that year installed a new .. well, .pumping . 

plant'and housing at a cost of approximately $5,000 .. The utility's, 

balance sheet~ as'of'December 31,1952, lists assets and liabilities, 

inciud1ne the'contract'and 'leasehold items mentioned above, amount­

ing to $45';01i., Owners T equity, is stated at $35, 72$·~23 •. 

" : 

The following tabulation, containing essentia~ data from 

the re~ort' of an engineer' of' the Commission's Hydraulic Section, who 

made the stuay in connection' ·,.,ith this proceed.ing, and from data 

sUbmit'ted by' the utility at the hearing, indicates estimated results 

of operation f'or 195'2 and 195.3 at both present and proposed rat'es., 

: 19$2-,staf£ : I953 -::;ta:!'.I' :, : .' : .. ,Adjusted .. : Estimated' :, Company : . -, ' .. : Present: !Sroposee :.lJresent: l-'roposed :1953 Estimated:; 
~. Rat~s : Ra:tes: :. Rates : Ra.t:~s : Present Ra.t~·:: ': ... ,-, , Item 

oPerating Revenue $ 
Operating Expenses, 

Excl. Taxes & Depr.' 
Depz-eciation Experis'e 
Taxe's 

Total, Oper.: ExPs., 
Net Rev'enu-e . 
A'V~rage Deprec'ia ted 
Rate .sase 

Rate of Return 

2,·5$0 $ 4,700 $ 2,600 $ 4,700 

'7,929 

,0 
1,019 

7,929 
12 .. 9% 

),037 
485 
100 

(r.~}) 
12,Ol$ 

( !ted l·'igure) 

ses 
12.0l8 

7 .. 36% 

~. 2,$84 

4,517 
4.48 

r 
The utility'S ex~ense figures include $2$ tor annual 

;ental'ieefo~ use of the districtTs facilities pursuant to the 

contra~t; a $300 st~ndby charge for the emergency pump used in 

co~nect"ion with the interchange of facilities with other properties 

owned by applicants~ father and the sum of $420 for rental of the 

plot of 1an~ on whic~ the new pumping plant is located. The 

Commission engineer did not include, for 1953, the standol charge of 

$300.. No rate base calculation, comparable to that n. ade by the 
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services to all nonresidentia.l' s:ervic'es~. In addition', he recon.mended 

that the ut'ili ty file up-to-dat'c rules:: and regulat1ons, under't'he­

n'ar.:e of the present ownership',- in'accordance with the COmmission!s' 

Cen'cral Order No. 96. Both recommendations are reasonable and the 

utility will be directed to carrl then! out.. Incidentall/, the' 

present owners have requested that the COl1JD.ission authorize a change 

in the name under which they have conducted the utility busines,s 

from "DeCristoforo Water System" to fTAmerican River Water Servic,en. 

No authority is required for such a chan,:;e in ,name, provided all 

tariffs and other documents filed with the Commission henceforth 

bear the correct fictitious designation under whi~h the owners 

actually are conductinr. the business. 

Joseph A.. DeCristof'or'o' and Anthotly DeCristoforo, Jr .. , 

heretofor'e doing business as DeCristoforo Water System and hence­

forth proposin~ to do business under the fictitious firm, name and 

style of American River Water Ser:vice, having appli'ccl: to this 

Coccission for an order authorizing increases in' rates" a· public 

hearing having been held, the matter having been. submitted and now 

being ready for decision, 

IT IS HE~Bt FOUND AS A FACT that:, the fncreases in rates 

and charges authorized herein are justificd'~nd that present rates, 

in so far as they differ from those herein prescribed, are unjust 

and unreasonable; therefore, 

I-T IS HEREBY ORDERED that applicant'c are authorized to 

fi'le in quadruplicate with this Commission after the effective date 

of this order, in conformity: with Ceneral Order No. 96,. the 

schedules of rates shot.m in Exhibit A attached hereto" and, after 
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not less than five days' notice to the COlIUdssion and the public, 

'., ,. ~ .. 
I ': •• ~ •• , '"' .. 

to make said rates effective for' servi~e" r~nde:t:'ed on and a~:c~r 

July 1, 1953. .• " ' • ~", I",.., ",'" 

1. 

IT IS ¥.EREBY FURTHER ORDERED as follows:, 
, ' ' ;,' ,',': : 

That applicants shall file 'in quadruplicate with 
this Commission, ".Ii thin. thirty days. after· the 
effective date of thiz'order,a complete set' of 
rules and regulations, . and. -four copies of a 
tariff service area map, i.n conformity with the 
Commission f s General Order No. 96. . , 

2.a. That applicants forthwith shall initiate a 
program of placing water meters of suitable 
size on the services to all nonresidential con­
sumers, which progran~ shall be completed. as 
quickly as possible and in no event later than 
December ;1,,1953. 

b. That app1ic'ants shall file with this Commission 
on 't he first day of each month) comm~ncing '. 
July 1, 1953, a statement showing the, number and 
sizes of meters placed on the services to non­
r~$idential consumers, as required in orderine' 
paragraph.2.a. hereof, and the names of the; 
consumers thus metered during the pr~vious month, 
until'all nonresidential consumers. being served 
by applicants shall have rr.eters installed,. on ' 
their services. 

3. That applicants shall immediately begin an 
investigation and within sixty days after the 
effective date of this order' shall ,file a 
written report with this Commission showing the 
necessity, feasibility and estimated. capital 
cost of installing a sand trap or other suitable 
devioe to eliminate sand from the water supply 
at its source in order to' (1) iUlprove the 
quality of water delivered' to the consu:ners, 

" , 

'-7~ 
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('2) ·avoid ·t.he e:~gg;ing -o.f ~wat.e.r.nl,e.te;x:.s., ;and 
(3') .reduce tehet.o,pe·:z;ating .;cost "iny<>lved i·n ~the 

.present practice .'of ':!lush~:ng .. wate;r .rlJ3.ins .• 

The ·~ffcctiv~ date~of·t.his ,order shall be twenty days 

after the date hereof... f> • 

. Dated at~~~~~~~ca1ifornia, this 

dayo! _-...(4.c;..m'-'Woo~""'~'-*:R-__ ' 1953. 

o 



APPLICA3n.ITY 

,mn:BIT A 
Page 1 of 3 

.. Schedule" ~o. 1 

.' Applicable to· all rteteredMater seI'V".i.ce. 

TER.~ITORY 

\olithin the vlillia.m,Dreher··Tract <.U'ld. adjacent,:territory .. located on an 
extension of . Sixteenth· Street· ,about 4.00- feet, north of .the northerly· city 
limit~ of Sacr.?..'llC'nto, Sacramento County. 

RATES 
',' .--.. 

Quantity Rates: 

First 500 eu.£t. or le:s ••• ~ ••.••••••.•..•.•.• 
Next 1,000 cu.ft.,< per 100 cu.!t •.•••••••••••••• 
Next 1,500 cu.£t. , per.1OO cu.ft ••••••••••••••• 
rJext 2,000 cu.ft. , per 100 cu.f't ......... 0 •• H ••••• 

Over 5,000 cu.£t., 'Per 100 cu.ft ............. .o ...... . 

ltdnimum. Charges: 

For S/S x,3/4-inch mete:: , •.••. " ...................... ",. _. 
For . :3/4a.:i.,neh mete~ .e, •••• , ..... j •••• ., ......... , ... . 

For l .. inch meter .... _, __ •• , ..... , _, e, •• ," •••• , •• , •• Itt! III • 

For 1-1/2-inch meter . _,., ........... ,," .• , • .o, ....... " ..... , •• 

For 2-inch .meter ... , ............ , ••.•.•. .o ••• .o ...... .. 

For . ;-inch meter .......... , • .o ............... _ ••• "' .. 

For ..4-i..",ch mcur •••• e,., ••• _. __ .• ,e •••••.•• " •••• 

The 2-'.dni.mum. Charge will onti tle t·he consumer 
to the quantity of water which th~t monthly 
.m:inimuzn charge will 'Purchas~ ::t.t the Qu.a.nt:Ltj" 
R.ltes. 

Per lv:oter 
Per Y.onth 

, $2.50 
':.4$ 
" .• 25 

,'.1$ 
.. '.10 

)~2.50 
:3.00 
4.00 
6.00 
7.00 

lO.oo 
·35.00 



AFPLICA3n..ITY 

ZXHIB:i:T A 
Page 2 of 3 

.... ,. .."\ 

Schedule No. 2 

Applicable to : All re::id.ential n:l.t.: .ra.te 'Vlater ~em.ce. 
\ ,>,' .. , " , .. ,,1_: 

TERRITORY 

" , 

Within the Williar. Dreher Tra.ct a.nd adjacent territory, located on 
an extension or Sixteenth Street abo1,."t 400 teet north or the northerly 
~ity limit3 ,0£ Sacrame,nto, Sa.cramento County. 

RATES . 
Per t~ol'lth 

For each 3in~le f3mily.residence, including rca30n~, 
able ane!. necessary·quantitie: or water tor an .. ' . 
irriga.ted area' of not over,2,.000 :square feet 'of: 
la.wns, ga.rdens, shrubbery and.tree~ •••••••••••••••••• ~2.50 

In a.ddition to that included witl'l. the abovo residence 
rate, .tor . aLl irrigated are!l.Z in exeeso or 2,000 
sC!uare feet, payable d1.1rlng the six montho o! 1-'.ay 
throuehOctober, inclusive, 1'Cr 100 .s~rc teet· ••.•••• .05 

.. ','. 

SFECIAL CCNDITION 

1. lSeter:s 1':la.y be installec! on services to l."ozidential con:::1J.'ller::: "t 
the option of the utility or the cuotomer, in which event :::ervice there­
after will be rendered only on the 'oasis of Sehedule No. l, Genera.l 
r'.ctered Service. 
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AFPLICABnIT'! 

EXHIBIT A 
l?a~e :3 of: :3 

Schedule No. :3 • 

OONRESIDZNTIAL ~ ~ SERVICE 

Applic~~le to all nonresidenti~l flat r~te water ~ervice. 

TERRITORY 

Within tbe William Dreher Tract and adjacent tC:"ritor-.r, locn,ted on 
an extension 0:: Sixtoenth Street aOout 400 teet nort~ of: the. northerly 
city limits of Sacramento, Sacramento County. 

RATES - Per l~;ot'\th 

Commercial: 

Fo!" c.?ch commercial establi~r.me·nt, clurin~ the 
eight month:5 or October through Ya.y, inc:1u:::ive •••• ·}7.00 

For each commercial est&bli~~ent, durin~ the 
four months o! June throue.h September, 
inclusive ........................................... ~. S.50 

Industrial: 

For each industrial establishment, curing the 
eight month:; of: October through ! . ..ay, inclusive ••• $10.00 

For each industrial e,ta'blishment, during the 
r01Jr months or June through Se:otember, 
l.r1clusive ............... " ......... ,.. -..................... 12.50 

SPECIAL OONDITION 

1. ~.cters .... 1ill be inztalled on servicc5 to all commercial and 
iMustrial esta.b1i::hments as :loon 30:5 'Pos3i'ble :lone! in no event later th..'\n 
December 31, 1953. Therea.!'ter services to All nonre~idential con~r:I 
will be renctered only on t he ba~i~ o£ Sched.ule No. l, General Hetered 
Service. 


