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Decision No. 487:10 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIBS COMMISSION OF .THE ·STATE OF CALIFOm-:-IA 

In the Hatter of the Inv~stigation ) 
into the rates, rules, regulations, ) 
charges, allo\llanCeS and practices ) 
of all common carrier~, ~ighway ) 
carriers and city carriers relating ) 
to the transport~tion of property. ) 

Appearances 

Case No. l.j·808 

Leslie N .. Brads ha,\v , Russell A. Harris and 
Douelas B. McDonald., for petitioners. 

Douelas Brookman, for Pacific Greyhound tines, 
protestant. 

Daniel ~J. Ba!-:er, for Dra.Yl'!len T s Association of 
Al.:l.meda County and Pacific Hotor Tariff Bureau, 
protestants. 

C. A. Millen, for Valley Express and Valley Motor 
Lines, protestants. 

Arlo D. ~oc and J. C • .Kaspar, for C.lliforni<l 
110tor Transport ASSOCiations, Inc., interes.ted 
party. 

Clifton Brool;:z, for Delivery Scrvice Company, 
interested party. 

Pl"cston \'J. Davis anc3. Roger Ramsey, for United 
Parcel Service, Inc., interested party. 

SU'PPLEHEJ\"TAL OPINION 
-~ ....... ~~ 

A group of highway contract carriers seckze~emption from 

the established minimum rates in connection ~1th the transporta­

tion of ship=cnts of wholesale drug supplies weighing 75 pounds 

or less. 1 Thei= petition is llmi ted to o.pe:-:ltions· 'bet,,,ecn Sac­

ramento'and points ,.~thin a l70-~ilc radius. It 1~ further 

limi ted by· excluc:.ing points \'!i thin that radius but beyond Lodi, 

the Antioch bridge or F.s\1rtield. 

. .... _. I. .. __ ... . .. ~.. _ • _ .• ,. . . , .... . ... . ."... • .. _ ._. ~ .. "....""'. 

1 The poti tioners are;' r::obert Kimbro, Lm1l"n 'vIol tel", Cerald E. Sm:!. th, 
:L P. Tr1!:1ble, Donald McL:::'UZhlin and Cal-Central 'l'rucking Co., Inc. . 
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A public hearing was held at S~cramento on December 12, 

1952, before Examiner Mulgrew. 

Petitioners transport the drug shipments in co~~e¢tion 

with the delivery of the S~cr~mento Bee, ~ daily nO\.~ap0r published 

in Sacro.mento. Tho drug deliveries arc made alone their nC';lspaper 

routes, and goncr~lly to retail druggists with whom they loave 

copies of the Bee for resale. The shipments arc delivered to peti­

tionors' trucks at the point where the Bee is loaded. All'charges 

o.re prepaid. 

The petition shows the routes over which deliveries arc 

~adc from Sacramento. Kimbro op~rotcs to Tahoe City via Folsom and 

P1~cerv1lle. Wolter sorvoc Gro.s:z Valley ruld N0Vo.da City vi~.Ro::evillc 

a:ld AubU!'n. Smith operates to Chico via U. -s. High"ray 99~E and to 

the orr-1L~e pOints of Colusa, Gridley and Bi~gs. Trimble operates 

to Isloton via Courtl::md c.nd ~Jalnut Grove. HcLo.uglin circles through 

. Suttor Creek, JD.ckson, SOon Andreas, Calt end Elk Crove. Cal-Ccntr~l 

opera tos to Redding vio. U. s.. Hiel'l'vl~Y 99-\l!. 

Tho genera.l mo.nc.gor of \ieste:rn Drug Supply testified that 

p8titioncrs render the only reliable me~ns of ~~ing prompt doliv­

crioz. H~ sta.tcd tho.t the drug shipmQnts consist of supplicz ncccs­

s~ry to fill prescriptions nnd tha.t the dc~nd is unpredictcblc. 

Ee poL~ted out tha.t it is not pra.cticablc for the drug storos to 

~o.intain lnrgc inventories of these suppli~s. Although m~il service 

is che~pcr, he s:lid, dop~rturcc car~~ot be controlled und it frequently 

ta.kcs 2 or 3 dnys for delivery. Since m~ny of tho drugs':lrc no~lly 

kept under refriger~tion they na.vc to bo delivered the some doy. 

General freight co.rriors, the witness sc.id, do :J.ot provide fc.st 

enough service. He stated thct if the sought authority is not 

g.ro.n;tc.d steps ... lould be t=:J:cn to ~.rri vc .::~t oth<:r :ne~s of cf~ccting 

deliveries. 
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A representative of the Californi~ Motor Transport Associa­

~ion~, Inc., sta~ed the position of that Association. He said that, 

al~hough there is a peculiar set of circumstances involved here, he 

did not believe th~t it calls for exception of the carriers by name. 

He claimed that the fact that they make the trip anyway cannot be a 

sound basis for special trcatm~nt. Representatives of other carrier~ 

did not offer any direct evidence. 

Upon consideration of all the fac~s and circumstances of 

record, we are of the opinion and hereby find that petitioners' 

o~erations are of a specialized nature and diffe::- substantially from 

those for which the established minimum rates were prim~rily deSigned, 

and that they are surrounded by conditions similar to those prevail­

ing in connection with other parcel delivery service under exemptions 

from the prescribed minimum r~tes (Finding 14(c) of Decision 

No. 31606, 4.1 C.R .. C. 671 (193$), e.s amended). Similar exemptions 

c.ppco.r justified here. The sought authority will be granted but 

limited to the routes as set forth in the petition. 

o R D E R .... - ... -- ...... 

B~sed on ~he evidence of record and on the conclusions ~nd 

findings set forth in the preceding opinion, 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED th~t'Docision No. 31606
1 

in Case 

No. 4246, a:; a!':lcndt!d, be .?nd it is hQreby further amended by odding 

Robert Kimbro, Lawrn Woltc~, Gerold E. Smith, R. P. Trimble, 

Donald McL~ughlin and C~l-Central Trucking Co., Inc., to the list of 

c~rriers contained in pnr~era~h (c) of Finding No. 14. thereof, but 

restricted to the tr,;msport",tion of shipments of wholesa.le drug 

supplies, each weighing 75 pounds or leos, and betwcen Sacramen~o c.nd 

the points end over the routes specified in the petition ~,ncl r'cfcrrcd, 

to in the preceding opinion., 
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, ' 

IT IS HEREBY FURTHER ORDERED that, except to the extent 
. ' 

provided for in the preceding ordering par.:lgraph, the petition filed 
. \' ~ .', 

September 12, 1952, in this proceeding, be and it is hereby denied. 

This order sh~l b~come effective twenty dAys after the 

date hereof. ; 1,.'." •• , 

D~ted at San Franciseo, this It·"i6- d~y o~ June, 1953. 

a ~'~ide¥~ -. ~_~ 
;-, {}~~ 

Commissioners 

Com'll'l ct.1oncr ..... ~?~.~.~.~~.!.~.t~~~ ......• b()1%lg 
~~c~o~~ri:y abzcnt.d1dnot ~artie1pa~G 
in the d1.:J,Poaition ot th!B :procoed.ing. 


