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Decizion No. 48720 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF TSE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Y~tter of the Application of ) 
KEY SYSTEM TRANSIT LINES; a corporation,) 
for authority to reroute a portion of ) 
itc No. 78 Carlson Boulevard-13th Street) Ap~11cation No. 33987 
passenger st~ge line in the City of San) 
Pablo, State of California. ) 

Donahue, Richards, Rowell & Gallagher, by G~orgc F.. 
Thoma~, for applicant. 

M:t!'C'lA.m c. GeorglOl, for Beninger Transportation Service, 
Inc., protestant. 

M~rtin '·~a11cn, for the City of Richmon~, interezted 
party. 

OEINIQN 

In the above entitled application Key System Transit 

Lines re~uests authority to reroute a portion of its No. 78 

Carlson Boulevard-13th Street pas~eneer ctage line within the 

City of Sa:n Pablo. A public hearing thereon was held before 

Examiner Paul at San Francisco on March 23, 19,3 and the matter 

was submitted. 

The pa.rt of the route here involved over which applic~nt 

now operates iz along Broadway, 17th Street and Rumr111 30u1evard. 

In lieu of operating over 17th Street, applicant proposes to extend 

operations along Broadway from its junction with 17th Street to and 

thence along Rumrill Boulev~rd to its junction with 17th Street. 

The parts of the three streets inv~lved in the rerouting form a 

triangle. The length of the portion of the route to be abandoned 

is about 900 feet while the proposed new routing is approxi~tely 

1, ,00 feet. 

The witness for applicant stated that 'the. proposal was 

bazed upon a rcquazt of the offiCials of the City of San Pablo 
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which in turn was b~sed upon petitions said to have been received 

by the c1 ty oi'f~.eials from residents along 17th Street that the 

stog~ operations be discontinued thcrcovcr bec~use of the inherent 

danger to residents and particularly to childr¢n along that street 

and that opor~tion over the proposed new routing would serve a . 
greater area and population. The witness further stated that the 

'. 

route proposed to '00 abandoned is improved with a light weight 

pavement and fC'tT sidewall-cs. 

On cross examination the witness 3tatcd t~t applicant 

h~d been operating in the nrca involved about seven years; that the 

pavement consisted of a gutter nnd Sidewalk combination wi.tho'.lt 

curbs; that the rerouting proposed would continue to serve the 

applicant f s prescnt stops at Broad~'ay :;l.nd 17th Street and the 

intersection of 17th Street ~nd Rumrill Boulevard and that in 

addition onc stop would be made at the intersection of B~o~dway 

and Rumrill Boulcvard~ According to thcwitnc~s revenues trom the 

No. 78 C~rlson Eou1cv~rd line approximately equals the cxpen~e of 

the opcr~tion; that it is not expected th~t the rerouting would 

origina tc any addi tion.'ll tr.affic b1,lt "vlould render the route ~orc 

accessible to some of the present p.~zsengcrs and that the princip",l 

reason for the proposed rerouting is to remove opcr3tions from 

17th Street. 

The president of protest3nt Beninger Transportation 

Service, Inc. stated that the !,roposaJ. of Key System would bring 

its o?erations within approxim~tcly 2,0 feet of protestant's 

oper~tion in the El ?ort~l aro~ thereby hnving an ~dvcrsc effect 

upon 1 ts opcr~tions; that Do passenger tr:tfi"ic check m::,.de in the 

El Portal ~rea ~t the principnl loading point on February 26 

showed th~t a total of ~O passengers were transported over thnt 

-2-



·route yielding a revenue of $6.30; t~~t protestant's prczcnt 

operotion between El Sobrante ond Richmond vi~ El Portal is 

yielding a very small ~nnu~l profit; that the coztsof the systom~ 

wide oper~tions exceed the total operating income and that if 
, 

applicont were permitted to reroute its operations ~s proposed 

it would attract tr~ffic from the E1 Portal arcaprcsontly. served 

by protestant to ~n extent to render that opcr~tion unprofitable 

to protestant. Protestant's witness testified as to the physical 

ch:tractcristics of,the routes involved. He st::tt'~d tMtwhcrcas 

the develop~ent ~long 17th Street is approxirn~tely lOOper cent 

with no vacnnt lots the aren ~long Rumrill BoulQv~rd over which 

.applicant proposes to operate is only about 50 per cent developed • . 
v~ile the record shows that applicant has never been 

involved in .lny tr:lffic accidents .3.long 17th Street, during the , 

seven years of its operation thcrcovcr, it contends th~t it is 

concern'cd wi th the exposu:NI to such accidents bcc~use of thC3 

relative density of the population ~nd the gener~l physical 

characteristics of the improvements of t~t street. Ap~lic~nt 

1.ndicatcs that it h~s bC3cn urged by the City of San Po.blo to rerouto 

~.ts oper.:ltion as proposed in order to serve an o.rcn with gre.:ltcr 

population. However, protestant point:: out .3.nd contends th~t the 

population over applic:lnt' S !,rescnt route is grCt\ter th::m tho.t 

over the proposed route. There w~s no reprcsent~tion m~de for the' 

City of So.n Pablo. 

In view of the incons1stenci0S developed in the record 

'NO find that applicant has f~ilcd to show that publiC convenience 

~.nd necessity require the rerouting o.s proposed. Thercfor8, the , 
application will be denied. 
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QRl2.~R 

An npplication therefor h~ving been filed, a public 

he~ring held thereon ~nd the evidence of record having r~ilcd to 

,~stablish that public convenience and necessity require the 

proposed rerouting, 

IT IS ORDERED that Applic~'tion No. 33987 is hereby denied. 

The crf~ctive date of this order shall be twenty d~y$ 

~Lrtcr the date hereor. 

Dated at ~/!~~ 
day or W147,e-/, 1953. 

C1 
CI~:nm1coioncr .. )~~~~~.a • .P.O:Il'ER .• boinG 
n·!'}ccsso.rily o.'b:::cn::, did r.ot p:l.rticipato 
1:0. the a.1~lio:::ition of thio lirocoo<.llnc;. 

Com:;,i::::I onf:'rr. .. ":ao.t:~ .. ~,~~.g-e.~~olll .... ;;()': "0 
noccG3~rily ~b:0n~1 di1 not D~r:iclpntc 
in tho di~~oDltion of thic ~rooccdi~~. 
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~ 
California, this ~---

. .. ,.. .~ , . , 

Commissioners 


