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Decision No. 48776 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILI'XIES COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter 0 f the Application of ) 
PURITAN ICE COMPANY, a corporation, : 
to sell, assign and dispose of the ) 
whol,e of i ts Atascadero plant used . 
and useful in the performance of 1 ts ) 
duties to the public and to diseon- : 
'~ue service as a public utility ) 
~d to c~cel rates. : 
"-'- -- -- '- - ~ ~ ....... - _ ..... ~ .... - - ..... - ~ ) 

Application 
No. 34428 

(and Amendment) 

OPINION AND OEDER 

In this proceeding ?uri tan Ice Company seeks authorization 
" 

to sell reol property end improvemcn ts u sed by it 1n 1. ti public . utility 
. . ': ' 

cold storage business at Atascadero and to discontinue service o.s a 

public utility ~d to c~c~l,r~tes. 
, ' .. , 

It c.ppe~rs thllt Puri t:m Ice Company is, and for ~y years 
" , .. 

, ' 

has been, engagbd in the public utility cold storage business in . 

Atascadero end in non1ltility operations, that its public utility ser

vice constitutes but ~ sn~l p~rt of its total oper~t10ns, that such 

public utility operations have been conducted at a loss, ~d that ap

plic~t now desires to sell its real property 3nd its cold storage 
, " 

plant to A. L. Ruso Inc., :l corpo~ation, Md .Antone Ruso, an individ

ual, for the sum of $85,000, Dnd to discontinue the public utility 

~ervice now conducted in s~id pl~t.lI It appears that the purChaz~rs 
do not intend to operate the px:emises o.s public ware..'f1ouscmen. 

if 
Applicant's 1952 ~~ual report shows its public utility revenues ~t 

$8,244.87 and its nonutility revenues at $529,474 .. 53. Exhibit A me<! 
in this proceeding shows net opera.ting losses from public utili ty ser
vice, before proViSion tor taxes,during the la.st rive yez:.l:'S as follows: 

1948 
1949 
1950 
19;1 
1952 

-1 

$14,130.66 
16,091.96 
10,;60.09 
16,.388.08 
17,6;8-.05 

'." 
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The application shows tha~ applicant now is furnishing pJ.'blic 

utili ty service to only eight ptltrons" that said patrons have 1'11ed. 
\, '." t.' ',J , 

'Wi th. the Commission their written consents to the abandonment 01' the 

"col'd'storo.ge operations and canc'ellation of the'tari:r:r. In addit~on" 

the Atascadero Chamber of Commerce has notif'iee. the Commission that 't:be 
, ' 

'wl'thdraw~ or app11 can t t S warehouse as a. pub11 e utility in no Yay 'Will 
, . , 
'I. ," 

'Work a hardship on the commmu ty of Atascadero. 
'. 

In passing on this application 'We are maldng no :t:'in<3ing of 

the v.llue or thepl:Qperties. It is our opinion that the proposed " 
. :./(,,; " 

tr<ms!er" with the abandonment of the service, 'Will not 'be adverse to 

'the"'pub1ic interest end tha.t app1icont's request should be granted; 
•• ~ I 

IT IS HEREB'Y OF.DERED IlS 1"o110'W's: 

1. Puritan Ice' Company Itay sell the property and facilities 

referred to in this a.pplication to A. L. Rusc Inc. and .Anton~ Ruse, 
, I " 1/' • " 

and upon such sale ~d on not less than five do.ysf notice to the Com-

mi'ssion ruld to the public, shall cmlcel its rc.tes, rules Me re~a
tions a:pp11cable to public utility service in the premises herein 

" ',\ ' .. ' 

. 'a.uthorized to be sold. 

,j " 

2. 'Ihe authon ty herein granted 'Will become effective 

20 days after the date hereof. 

Dated at S~ Francisco, Colifor.n1a, this 

June, 195:3. 
, , . 

a)·~-·~· » 

Cownssioners 
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