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D13cis1on No. __ 4_8_8_0_3_ 

BEFORE T}:E PUBLIC, UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Application of RALPH R. ~~STFALL ) 
-to" operate a' water system' in ) 
Los, Osos Highlands, Cou.~ty or ) 
Sa."l Luis' Ob1::po; an.d to establish) 
rates.' ' . , ) 

Application No. 34229 

Peter R. Andre, for applicant. 
f..~yde It'. Norris, for the Commis zion st~ff. 

, . 
OP ! N I ON ... ....- ~ .......... -

Nature of Proceeding 

Ralph R. ~veztrall, by tho above-entitled applic~tion 
" 

filed April 9., 1953, l'"oquest::: a certificate of public ,eonven1,ence 

~nd necessity to oporatc a public utility water system in ~wo sub-
, ~ '.,..' 

divisions in San Luis 0·0151'0 County, situ~ted approximately 
I , 

10 miles no:'thwest of the City of San Luis ObiSpo, an~ to have 

established 3 schedule or rates tor such service. 

?ublic Hea.ring 
.. -, ... '" .~. 

~ public hearing was held before Examiner S11vcrhart in 

Sa."l Luis Obispo on May 26, 1953, during which no objection was 

r~ised to the granting of the certificate. The matter w~s sub

mitted on June 12, 195'3, upon receipt of late-filed exhibits • . . ,' .,' 
Prcnos~d Service Aren ~nd W~tcr System 

Ap~licant own: Lot 1; Block l7 of Los Csos Highlands #1, 

formerly known a.S Redfield vloods az zurv~yed by Busch and Beck in 

1924. This subdivision comprises 70 c~c:ros .'EL.."ld cont.,,1ns l.t-35 lot~, 

346 of whicn have been sold. Applic,,-nt has o.co.:u1rcd rights to

install ~~d maintain pipes ~nd mains in the stroets of such sub

diviSion from the·o~~ors thereof. 
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By amendment, applicant seeks to :include wi thin the' I ': 

proposed service area a :ubdivision immedi~te1y adjoinini iososos 

Highlc.!lds #1,: comp:r:iZing 3l.j..7 acre::: containing 100 lots, none or' 

which has, been s old, and k.."lown' 3.S Los OS05 Highlands 1/2'~: AppliCOllt 

doos not presently own sueh subdivizion but stated he 'had entered 
, , 

into a contract for its purchase, pur~U::l.,.,l1t to which title thereto 

will be conveyed to him in July 19,3. 
" 

1. gravel envelope w01l 220 feet deep Mel 8 :tnches in ' •• 

d:i.:uncter is located on said Lot 1 in Block 17. Th0'wel1 is steel 

cased o.nd oqu:ippod with a deep-well turbine pump directly' con."lected 

to 0 ?t hp electric motor and i= c~pablc of producing 135 gallons ' 

or w0tcr per minute. , vl~tc:r from tho well is pumped 'directly into 
, 

the distribution system ~fith surplus. being delivered :tnto tl 

30,OOO-gallon c~pccity reinforced concr~te bloCk reservoir located 

~t the well sit(;>. The distribution systetl consists or approximately 
,. 

11,300 feet of 3-incb. and 1,5'00 feet ,of l.r-inch welded steel pipe. 

110pplicant plans to drill .?ll auxiliary well in Block 16 3t' a distance 

of l50 feet ~.~st0rly of the present well. , " 

, ,I 

, , 

The distribution service 'for' 'Ic~' O$OS Highlands #2 ;will 

conSist .01' ;,000 foc J
, of 2,.-inch main ~xtcnd'ed from los, Os,o's 

• -r '" • . 
.' , , 

. '", ' '," .' ""',: , ,', ,.. '", .'" , ' 

:a:ishl~nds #~. All dead-end l~torQ.ls will '00 looped t!t cvr.:ry other 

streot :?nd joined ','bY a 6-inc~ ~~i~,to be lo~~tcd at'tha c~stcrlY 
border of Los OS05 Highlands #2 subdivision. Lot;, Block 4 of 
< '.... •• • ~.~ • 

such subdivision will bcrcservcd as a well sit~. Construction ot 

:l 5'O"OOO-gallon reservoir at a highC~' elev~t'ion ncD.r; 'tn({ prosent 
' , , "" • t', . , ":', ,,' ," ," ,,' 

reservOir is contemplated in order to acco~~odatc' tuturo'usors in 

Los OS05 Highl~nds #2~ 

F1nnncing 

The cost of the existing system h~s been tully paid. 

Tho entire costs of extonsions thercof ond additions thereto will 
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be ,aid in cn!Jh. J..pplictlnt f's"rin~ncial st:?tement, in cvido'heo 

h0rein, indicntcs that he is in a position to do S04 

Other Av~il~blc W~tcr Supply 

It appears tllat thore is no other public water sup:ply 

availabl~ to serve the proposed area. 

Proposed Rlltes 

Applicant has proposed the following rates: 

tos O$OS HICHLANDS #1 
FLAT R/ .. TFS 

~cr MO:'lth 

For one lot occupied by one residential unit •••• $2.$0 
For each additional lot occupied in 

connection with one re~idential unit •••••••••.• .50 
For eac~ additional residential unit located 

on ~ame lot ••••••••••••••..••.••••••••••••.•••• 2.50· 

METER RATES 

First 800 cubic feet ............................. . 
Next 1,200 cubic feet, per 100 cu. ft ••••.••..•• 
OVer 2,000 cubic teet, per 100 cu. ft ........... . 

2.5'0 .1, 
.12, 

When genor~,l m~tercd ,sc:rv-.i.cc has 'been instituted, applicant will 

install meters ~t no cost to consumers. 

lOS OSOS HIGIn,t:rms #'2 

Ftc.T Rl .. TFS 

For one lot occupied by one rcsid0nti~1 unit 

?e:r Month 

•••• $2.8, 
to 3.00 

For each addition~l lot occupied in connection 
with on~ residential unit •••••••••••••••••••••• .75 

'For c~,ch addition~l residential unit loco.tod 
on same lot •••.... e·. •• • •• • • .. • .... •• •• • • •• •••• • •• 2.85' 

MBTER Rt.T'ES 

As set forth tor ,LosO~os Highlands #1. 

Bstimntcd Rovvnuc ~nd ExRcncc 
"-

ipplicant has furnished wator at no cost to users in 

Los",Ozos Highlnnds -ill since 1950. He presently is ::;erv1ng 
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63 consumers, derives no revenuo thc!"cfrom and do.fr~ys the entire i: 

cost thereof. 

!.pplicatio,n of the proposed basic tl~.t rate to such number 

of consumer~ would produce revenue in the amo~~t of $1,890. 

Applicant contemplates providing $crVtice to 215 customers 

in Los Osos, Highlands 1fi1 ~"hcn its development is completed. li.t such 

time the proposed o:lsic flat r:ltes would produce $6,,45'0 revenue 

annually. 

11.pplicant cstimotcd his costs predicated upon 200 consumers 

~s follows: 

Item -
Sal~ry for maintenance 
'Electricity 
Sxpendable matcr1~1 
Bookkeeping ndministration 
Deprcciatio!'l. 

TotcJ. 

IJ.D1ount . 
$1,200 

3'60 
600 
900 

~sn 
u;8IO 

Th~ record indic~tes th~t revenues and expenses, will b~: proportion~' 

ately increased by the incorpo:r~tion of Los 'OSO$ Highlands 112 intc 

the system. 

The evidonce di~closcs fiXed c:-.pit~.l i,Ifstr.lled in Los Osos 

Highl::mds 1/:1 as or 11.pril 30, 1953, as follows: 

L.."'1.nd 
Well 

Item -
Pumping equipment 
Distribution m~ins 
Distribution reservOirs 

Total 

Conclusions and F'5.nd1ngs' 

~ount 

$ 550 
1,235' 
1,833 . 
9,517 
1,000 

~14,13' 

This record ind1c~tes thnt the proposed rl~t rato or. $2.$0 

per ~onth pe~ ~csiacnce on one lot in Los Osos Highlands #1 ~d 

$2.85 to $3 per month per rc:idcnc::c on one lot, in <Los Osos Highlands· 
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#2 is too ,high. As the lots in both subdivisions vary in dimension, 

the .following flat rates will b0 authorized. Those flat rates will 

reduce the estimated revenue as to Los OS05 Highlands #1 by approxi

mately $6~5 annually. 

Per Service 
Per'Month 

For each residenti~l unit, including 
a lot having an ~rea of': 

6;000 ~q. ft. or less ••••••••••••••• 
6,001 to 9,000 sq. ft •••••.•••••••• 
9,001 to 12,000 sq. ft •••• ~ ••••••••• 
Over 12,000 :q. ft., e~eh 
addition~l 1,000 ~q. ft. or 
traction thereof ••••••••••.•••••••• 

$2.2, 
·2.,0 
2.75 

.10 

The proposed meter rates w~ll be reduced' and a minimum charge 

provided :Ln the manner set 1"orth in. t no ensuing order. Such 1"la t 

~nd meter rates appear to be j~t and rc~sonablc. 

Under the circumstances presentod, it appears that public 

convenience ~~d necessity require ~~d will require that applicant 

be grcntcd a certificate in the area described as Los Osos Highlands 

#1 as set forth on the map recoived as Exhibit #2 herein, and tor 

the ~rea described as Los Osos Highlands #2 az set forth on the map 

received as Exhibit #3 herein. 

The certificate ot public convenience C'.Ild necessity 

heroin grnnted ~s to the area known as Los' Osos' Hishlands 1/:2 shall 

not become effective ~~til such ti~o as ~pplic~t Shall file herein 

evidence satizl"r'-ctory to the Commission th.:l.t he has' acquired title 

to such ro~l property. The certificate of public convenience and 

necoszity hereinafter granted is subject to the following provision 

of l~w: 

rtTh~.t the Commission :;h~ll have no power to authorize 
the co.:pitC\liz~tion 01" this ccrtif'1c~tc of' public con
venienca and necessity or· the right to own, operate or 
enjoy such certificate of public convenience and no.cas
sity in excess of the amo~t (exclusive of ~ tgx or 
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ar.nu~l ch~~go) actually paid to the St~t~ as tho consida~a
tion for the iS~U3nco of such certificate of public conven
ience end nccc~sity or right." 

o R D E R 
--~--...--

The above-0ntitlcd application having boen considered, ~ 

public hoaring h~v.ing boen held, the m~tt0r h~ving been submitted 

nnd now being ready for decision, 

IT IS HEBEBY FOUND /.S, A Ft"CT' that public convenience and 

ncc~ssity require ~d will require the constructi'on of tI. public 

utility wnter system 'by R~lph R. vlcsttall in tho ",r'~a designated 

Los Osos Highl~nds #1 ~nd Los Osos Highl,~ds #2 ne~r the City of 

S~n Luis Obispo and more p~rticul~rly delineated upon tho mcps 

received herein ~s Exhibit #2 and Exhibit #3, rospectivoly; thoreforo, 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED thnt a certificate of public conven-
I 

ience c.nd necessity be nnd it is gr[-lnt43d to Ralph R. Westfall to 

construct ~nd operate a public utility woter system for the distribu-
, 

tion and snle of w~tcr within tho territory hereinabove desoribed 

and as he!"ein~ter provided "Ji,th rezpcct to Los Oso::: Highlands #'2. 

IT IS HEREBY FURTHER ORDERED tho.t cpp11cant shall: 

1. File in qu~druplicato the ~~tos ~ct forth in Exhibit ~ 
attached to this order, to be effeotive on or boforo 
the d~te serVice is rendered to the public, together 
with rules ~nd regulations ~nd t~ritf servioe 3rc~ m~p 
acccpt.?ble to this Commission o.nd in nccor,dcnce with the 
reqUirements of Gener~l Order No. 96. 

2. Notify this Co~i:::sion in writing of tho completion of 
the system tor which this cert:LticCl.te is granted, ~f1 thin 
thirty d~~ thereafter. . 

3. File within forty d.:\ys after tho system :i.s placed in 
oper~t10n tour copies of n comprehensive m~p .dr~wn to 
an indic~tcd scale not smaller thAn 400 feet to tho 
inch, dclino~ting by appropriate markings tho l~nd and . 
territory served ~nd tho loc~tion of the v~rious proper
ties of applicant. 

'The authoriz~t:i.on heroin g~C4ntcd will lapse if not 

cy-crci=·,d wlthin onc ycc.r niter the date hereof" .. 
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The authorization herein gr~ntod as to the ~re~ above 

referred to as Los Osos Highlands #2 sh~ll not become ~ttcctivo 

until such time ~s ~pplic~t ~h~11 tile herein evidence sct1stactory 

to th~ Commission that he has ~equircd title to such ro~l property. 

The eftcct1vo date or this order sn3.11 be twenty days' 

after tho d~tc hereof. r 

D~~~~~alif?rnia~_ this 
day of ~ __ , 1953. 

Commissioners 
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EXHIBIT' .A. 
Page"r.of 2 

Sched\1le No. 1 

RESIDENTIAL Ed!:! ~ SERVICE 

Applica.ble to all residential nat ra.te 'Wtiter service. 

TERRITORY 

In the 'UlUncorperated. area know as Los Osos Highl.a:od.s Subd1w1ons 
Nos. 1 and 2 located About 10 mUes northwest or the City ot San Luis 
Obispo, San Luis O'o1:Jpo CO\lllty. 

RATES -
For eo.ch residential unit1 ·including 
0. lot haviDg an a:ea of: 

6,000 sq.tt. or less •••••..••.• _ •.•••••••. 
6,001 to 9,000 oq.ft •••••••••••••••••••••• 
9,COl to 12 ,000 sq.tt. . ............. ., ... ,. .. 

Over 121000 Sq.l't"1 eo.ch additiol:lSl 
1,000 sq.l't. or fr~etion thereof •••••••••• 

For oo.ch additional residence on the 3~e 
lot and recei~~ service through the 
same eOllllection •••••..•••.• ~ •.•• ,. ................ . 

Per Semce 
P,r'MontD 

.10 

$1 .. ,0 

1. Charges for :t:'lat rate service 4X'e payable in advtrrice .. 

2. All service not covered by tho above claositications ~l be 
1\lrrJ.13hed ollly' on B. 'l11e8.S\tI:'cd bes13 .. 

3. Motel":) mIJY 'be installed. a.t option of utility or customer for 
above classifications in 'Which event service ~.ll theroafter be rondered 
on the basis of SchedUle. No .. 2, General Motere<iServ1ce, s:ld. mu::;t be 
cOllt1nue<i 'tor not le:ls than 12 months bei"o:re it r::J.Y'. again be changed to. 
fi8.t r8.te service .. 



EXHIBIT A 
Page 2 or 2 

Schedulo No.. 2 

GENERAL METERED SERVICE 
1.",'" 

Appliell.ble to all metered ...... c:ter service .. 

TEFmITORY 

In the 1mincorpore.:ted c.rellmow as Loc 0:;:0$ H1g:.il.8l'lQs Su'bdiv1s1ons 
Nos. 1 and 2 loca.ted abou.t 10 mil~s northwect of the City of San L~ 
Obispo', Sen Luis O'bispo County. 

Quantity Rates: 

First 600eu.rt. or les~ ••••••••••••••••• 
Next l,,4OO cu.ft." per 100 eu.:f't. • ........... . 
Next .3,,000 cu.1"t., per 100 eu.!t. • ........ . 
Over 5,,000 eu.ft., per 100 cu.:f't. • •••••••• 

Minimtz:l Charge: 

For 5/8 :c 3/4-inch meter 
For 3/4~inch moter 

.........••.•...... 

.•..•••.••......... 
For l-inch meter •........••........ 
For It-1nch mater 
For 2-inch xneter 

........•• ~ ....... . 

.................•• 
the M~um Charge will ~nt1tle tho eon
s'Umer to tho quantity of 'Water whieh th8.t 
montbly min1mum charge v.tll purchase a.t 
the Q;uan.tity Rates. 

$2 .. 00 
.l$ 
.125 
.10 

$2.00 
2.50 . 
3.50 
5.75 
9.00 


