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Decision No. “"3" ]

BEFORE TEE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STLTE OF CALIFORNIL

4.

In the Mattcr of the Application of )

JOEN /. RAGGEILANTI for permission to) ,
construct a private road acxross the ) :

tracks of the Sacramento Northern ) Lpplication No. 34282
Railway, in Contra Costa County, ) .

under the provisions of Section 7537)

of the Public Utilities Code.

John A. Nefoedly, for applicant.

E. L. Von Dollon, for Sacrumento Northern _
Raillway, protestant.

R. H. Pulford, in propria peraong, proteotunt.

Robert Coles, in propria personc, protestant.

M. F. Getchcil, for the Commission staff,

John L. Ragghianti seceks an order authoriziang him to
construct a privoete crossing at grode over the tradks-of.the
acronento Nbrfhern Rellwey near Lafayette in the m;nnei delincated
on 2 map attached to the epplication. |
.. Public hearings were held at Lafayette before Exominer
Silverhort on June 23 and July 20, 1953, on which latter date the
atter was submitted. _
Applicant®s propcrty, consisting of approximatoly.two
acros divided into four irrcgulearly shaped lots,.iswsituatod'rv
westerly of and abuts upon tho~rﬂilr0ﬂd right of wa . Such proporty
iz distant 192 foet westerly from Los Palos Drivc, a public road
some 132 feet casterly of the raflroad troc?s. Los Palos Drive
runs'gencrally in 2 northerly and southorly diroction through
Glensido Estates. Los Irampos. Creck flow zlong and over the rear
boundary line. St. Mary's Road 1s distant approxinately 300 foct
westerly from applicant’s wcstcrly property line. It appcarsjﬁrom

the record that cpplicant!s property is complotely onclosed by
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Qther private property with no access %o & public highway. Ingrocs
to and egress from Los Palos Drivc can be accomplishcd only by .
¢rossing the railrocd tracks and continu;ng ovcr 1and 1ocatod in
Glenside Estates. Egress from and Ingross to St. Mary'" Road can
iny'bc-obta;ncd by erossing the creck and passing‘ovqr-privgte
proporty. '

Lt 2 cost of 33,300 applicant nas-acquired‘an cascment for
a right of way 30 feet wide over the southerly 15 fcot of Lot 39 dﬁd
the northerly 15 feet of Lot W in Glcagidc E;tatcs oxtonding frmu
the ruilrozd right of why to Los. Palos Drivc. Ho doos not pcsscs, ‘
any rights permitting pole ssagc from his property to St. Mary*s Roa&.

The road commissioner of the County of Contra Costa
testifled that the Streets and Highwwyu Codo requires a1l county
highways to be at least 40 foct in widbh and would thorefore
prohibit the accoptwnco of thc above-dcscribcd 30-foot: cascmont =
a county road. - The witness stated that the construction of 2 bridgo
and the acquisition of a right of way would be required in ordcr £0
utilizoe St., Mary's Road 25 on outlet from or inlet to pplichnt's
propcrty. He cstimated the cost of such a bridge, without proviﬂion
for right of way or contingcncios, at ¢7 500 to 312 000..

Applicnnt’& agent, o ren L estate brokor, te°tifio& that
'without ceeess to Los Palos Drivc The lots here involved could be
valued only on the basis of $250 per acre. With such_acccsu, hc,
stated, cach lot would be worth fronm $5,000 to $6'OOO cach, The
witnoss stated that only one residence is to be conotructod on cach
lot., Uliccording to the witness, the proposecd croesing and thcArighf
of wey to Los Palos Drive will be usod only by the owners.of such
rosidcnccu, thoir familics,‘guosts,vand tradespeople having businoss
with them, and not by the gemeral publica
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The Sacramento Nerthorn Reilway did‘not,tostify_or call
any witnesses. ,v

Ihne record ipdicatos that'thc proposed crossing is a
private onc within the purview of ‘Soetion 7537 of ‘the Public
Utllitics Cofe and is rcaéénabl§ necessary fox ‘ngrcss to.and egress
from appl‘cant*s property. The record further domonstrutes thet
cconomically it would not be pructic able to uxilizc St. Mhry‘" Road
as a means of aceess to and from such property. The application

will be granted as sct forth in the cnsulng order.
Qaaaa“. :

Public hea rings having been held and based upon tho
evidence thcrcin adduced, -

IT IS ORDERED: |

- (1) That John L. Ragghlantl is cuthorized to.construct_a

private crossing ot grade with tholtrﬂcks of the Sae 5mcnto Northern
Railway at the location more p*rticulﬂrly outlined and in the
nanner delincated upon the drawings attachoed to tho application
swoject to and, only upon the following conditinns:

(=) The on%tiro oxpensc of constructing the erossing shall
© be borne by applicont.

(v) Said crossing shall be constructcd egqual or superior
$o type shown as Standard No, 2 in Goneral Order
No. 72 2nd shall be fdentificd in the manner provwided
by Section IV of Genoral Order No. 75-B.

(¢) Lpplicant shall crect a sign, 2 foet by 2 Ibct fastened
To a suitoble post 5 fLeet in neight beoring. the legend
"Private Road ~ Not for Public Use'", on Los Prnlos Drive
2t the northeasterly corner of the %o-ﬂbct right=-of~way
cascment depicted Iin the drawings referrod to in pora~
graph (1) hereof. |

(d) The cost of maintoining those portionv of the crossing
up to linces 2 feet outside of the outside rails should -
be borme by applicant, The cost of meintenance betwoon

said lines shall be borme by the Sacramento Northern
Reilway. . :
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| (@ Within thirty days thereaftor -applicant shall give
the Commission written notice of tho cempletion of tho instaliution
of said crossing and of his compliance with tho conditions horoof.

(3) 7Tho authorizotion horcin gruntod shall lapse if not
exoreiscc within ono yeor from tho dato horeof, unless furthar timo
is gronted by subsoquont order. '

This oxder shall’bccbme effective twenty aays aftor the
date hereof,

Dated a«fyﬂ il , California, this _ATh

{
doy of Chmﬂ’ , 1953,

)
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. President




