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4~'O:Jl.. Decision No. ____ _ 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC U'l'ILIT~ES COMMISSION OF THE STt.TE OF CALIFORNIla. 

In the Y~tter ot the Application of ) 
JORN ] ... lU.GGHI.ANl'I tor permission to) 
construct a private ro~d across the ) 
tracks of the Sacramento Northern ) 
RailwaY,·in Contra Costa County, ) 
under the provisions of Section 7537) 
of the Public Ut1lities Code. ) 

Lpplieation No. 3~28z 

John A. Nejedl~,'for applicant. 
E. L. V~n Del1en, tor SAcrcmento Northern 
. R~11wD.Y" protes to.nt.. . .. 

R. R. Pulford, in propria personn, protestant. 
Robert Coles, in propria personc, protest~t .. 
M~ E. Getchell, for the COmmission st~f~. 

OPINION .... _ .... _ ... ----
f' ." 

J"ohn 1-. RngghiD.nti s.oeks an order authorizing him to 

construct a privc.te crossing 3t· grado over tho tracks of the 
, 

Sacr~mento Northern ~i1way no~r Laf0yotto in the ~r delinoc.tod 

on :l m.?p ~ttaeho-d to ~hc ~pplicC'.tion. 

'. Public hoc.rings were held at kfc.yettc before Ex~minor 

Silvernc.rt on June 23 c.nd July 20, 1953, on which l~ttor dctc the 

m~tter wns submitted. 

l .. pplict\nt f s property, consisting ot npproximtltely two 
" 1"'1' 

ccros divided into four irregulcu:-ly sh~pod lots, .. 1s.situetcd .. 

westorly o~ ena ·abuts upon tho: rnilrond right of wcy. Such proporty 

is:: distnnt 192 :tect wcs terly from Los P~;los Dri va, 0. public roed 

some 132 foet e~~torly of tho rcilroad trccks. Los Peloso Drive 

rUns generclly in c northerly ~nd southerly diroction through 

Glonside Estates. Lo$ Tr~po~ Crook flows clong end ovor tho. recr 

bound~ry line. St. M...-u-y's Ror-.d 'is distC'.nt ::.pprox1mo.tely 300 :treot 

'Westerly from cpplico.nt's westerly property line: It .').ppe~rs1":rom 
. . 

.. 
the record thnt cppliccnt!s· property is complotoly onclosea by' 
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other private prop~rty With no t'Lcc·GSS to :l public highway. I~o.~~ .. 

to and Ggress from. Los Palos Drive cc.n bo accomplished only by 

crossing the r~ilrocd traCks ~~d continuing ovor land locatsd in 
,. , 

" , 

or.lybo obtained 'by crossing the crook and pass:tng, ovor' pr1v~to 

proporty. 

~t c cost of $3,300 o.pplicant h~s, acquired an easoment for 

a right of way 30 foot wido OVor ~ho southerly 1, foot of Lot 39 nnd 
the northorly 1$ footo! Lot 40 in Glo:lsido Est~tos oxtonding·:f"rorm 

tho r:::.ilro~d right of wey to Los PCl.los Drivo. Eo docs not, possess 
, . 

&ny rights permitting p~.ss,o.go from his; prop~rty to St. Maryts Rocd:~ 

The road COmmissioner of tho County of Contre. Coste. 

tosti:f"1od that th.o S·trocts and Highways Codo reqUires all county 
I ," 

highways to 00 ::tt lco.st 40 tco~ in wid'el:r and would thorc:ore 
) ".' 

prohibit tho ae:eeptcnce of thOi crbovc-doscr'i'bed 3~~foot: oosomont ~s 

a county recd •. Tho -witness sto.tod thet th~" construction ot ,_~ bri·d'g.o 
-, .1 

nnd the acquisition of a right of w~y would '''00 roquirod1n order to 

utiliz~ St • Mrtryf s Rona C'.S o.n outle.t from or inlet to Q.pp11cc.nt' s 
. -

property. He cst1~at¢d the cost of such ~ bridge, without provision 
, , 

for right of'wo.y or contingoncios, at $7,500 to $12,000. 
, 

J .. pp11c.~.nt%s c.gO'.nt, ~ rot'.l esteto broker, testi~ioC! t~t 
" without ~ceoss, to Los Pnlos Drive the lots hero involved could be 

. , 

vo.luod'·only on, the bcsis of $2,0 por Cl.Cl"O. With such ~ccoss, ho, 
, . 

st~tcd, e~ch lot would be worth from $,,000 to $6,000 o3ch~ The 

witness stnted tho.t only one residonco is to bo constructod on e~ch 

lot. !~ccord1ng to the Witness, the proposed crossing end the 1!"1ght 

of wP..y to Los' Palos Drivo w111 "00 usod only by the ownolrS. of 'such 

residencos, thoir fruni11es, guosts, , and trndospoop'lo hewing busi,noss 

with th0m, end not by the gcnernl pub11c~ 
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The Socr:'\tlcnto Northern E·e.ilwcy did' not. tostify or cllll 

a:rtY Wi tncs sO's. 

The rocord indicates that the proposodcross1ng is a. 

priv~.te one with1nthe purview 'of -Soction 7,37 o:t,the ,Public 

utilities Coco and is reD.SOnablY nceoss~ tor ingress. to. and:, a·gress, 

trom applicant:' s prope'rty _ The record further domonstrc.tos· that 
" 

economically it vJ'ould not be pr.cic:tic~,blo to utilize. St .. ~.ryt s. Road' 
., 

c.s n mOMS ot access to nnd from such proportY'~ Tho epplictltion 

will 'be grMted as. set !o::th in the enSUil'lg ordor~ 

Public hee-rings htlving boen held end b~scd upon tho . 
evidence therein lldduccd, 

IT IS OIIDERED: 

(1) Thnt John ~. Ragghiant1 is cuthorizod to construct a 

priv~te crossing ct gr~de with tho trncks ot the. S~cr~mento Northern 

R::.ilw~y ~t tho loc~tion more pt.\rticulnr1y outlined: Cl.nd in the 

m~cr dolinc~to~ upon the dr~w1ngs attccnod to tho npplictltion 

subject to C'.nd: only upon tho toll owing condi ti"ns,: 

(b) 

(c) 

(el) 

Tho entir~ oxpenso 01'. cons.truct1ng the eros sing shall 
be borne by C!pp11c~t. 

Said cross:tng shall '00 c.:'lnstructod o(tucl or suporior 
to typo shown DoS Sto.nderd No.2' in Gonor~l Ordor '. 
No. 72 r..md shell '00 identif1ed in the m~or pro'W1dod 
by Section IV ot Genornl Oreer No. 7$-B. 

1.pplicnnt· sho.l1 eroct C\ Sign, 2 foet bY" 2' :toot, f~s,tenod 
to a suitcblc post S :toot in height, bec.ring, the legend 
"Pr1vo.to Roo.d - Not tor PubliC Use" on Los ?::tlos Drivo: 
o.t the northcC'.stcrly eornor ot tho ~o-root r1ght-oi'"'-wc,y 
onsomont depicted in the draw1n~s referred to inpnr~~ 
sreph(l) horeot. 

Tho cost ot m..,,1ntc.in1ng those portions ot tho crossing 
up to lineS' 2' :toet outsido ~t the outsic!o ro.ils- should 
bo borne by app!ico.nt. Tho cost 01' mc1ntenM¢,c; 'betwe~n 
sn~e lines sh~ll '00 'borne 'by tho S~ernmonto Northern 
Rc.ilw~.Y' • 
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(2) IN'1tb1n -th.1rty d~yS' ·thorco.ftc-r ,t\pplic~nt shall give 

tho Co~ssion written notice of the co~plct1on ot tho 1nstallo.t1on 

of: seic crossing and' of his complirulcew1ththo'condit1ons; horoo!.. 

(3) Tho ~uthor1zc.t1on horo.1rigro.ntod shtlll 14\psO if not 

exorcised within ono yo~ from the date horoof, unless turthor tlco: 

is grnntcd by subsoquont ordor: 

This ordor shc.l1 boeomo effectivo twonty days c.ttor the 

, C<l11forniD., this ---,A.;;;.'O_td~' __ 


