Decision No. £9052

BEFORZ THE PUBLIC UNILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIPORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of )

SOUTEERN PACIFIC COMPANY and of

RAILWAY EXPRESS AGENCY, INCORPORATED, :

for authority to discontinue agency Application No. 34079
at Litchfield, County of Lassen, State

of California, and to maintain sald

station as a nonagontye.

R. S. Mvers, for applicants Southorn Pacific Company and
Ra1Lway Lxpress Ageney, Incorporated. :

Zldon N. Dve, for California Farm Bureau, protestant.

W. R. Curry, for Ordser of Railroad Telegraphers, protesvant
and Ce. He Keard, Neil Winchell, John Waltman, Jim E.

Bronzon, C. P. Miller, Oscar McCormick, George T. Wood and

Roy Justosen, all appearing in person on behalf of protestants.

Southern Pacific Company and Railway Express Agency, Inc.,

jointly seek authority to close the Lroight station at Litchfiel?i)

Lassen Counxy,'and therecafter to operato &s & nonagency station.

Applicant alleges that under prosent conditions the
‘business handled at ssld station doos not warrant the cont inued
maintonance of an agency there. Thore has been no passenger service
at this station sinco 1928,

A public hearing was hold by Exoniner Gennon at Stondish
on May 19, 1953, snd the mattor was submitted on briefs which wore
duly filed.

Applicant filod three oxhibits in support of its conton-
tions. Copies of those oxhibits aro oppended heroto 88 Appendix A,
B, and C, ‘respectively.

(1) Other neardy stations include Wendel 8.l miles wost of
Litehfiold, and Suseanville 1lL.8 milos east of Litchfield.
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Exhibit No. 1 iz 2 tabulation of Roilway Expross Ageney
shipments and rovenues associated with the agoney at Litchfiold
during the two twolve-months' periods ended February 29, 1952, and
Fobruary 28, 1953, res pectively.

Exhibit No. 2 is o comparative statement of dusiness handled
and railway operating revenues and expenses at Litchfield. |

Exhibit No. 3 45 an analysis of fLreight tralfic at the same
station. |

Three oporating witnessoes testificd for the applicant. In
the handling of less-car=load ehipments'epplicant would prov;de a
koy so the outbound shipments could be locked in the station awaiting
piok—up by the ¢rain crew. Shipmoentc Inbound would be locked in the
steﬁionlondﬁconeféﬁeo ‘could obtain the key and pick up the shipments.
Thero 1s no testimdny ih tho record indicating that this mothod of
.caring *or the shipmernts i°'not}setisfactory whore it is in operation.
No complointo of pilferagc or theft are £0 be found in the wecord.

An analysis of the carload shipments reveals that they are
almost all petroleum products, inbound, probably consigned to one or
two of *he oil oompanies.

Much or the rocord deals with the'testimony of farmers, many

of whez have migrefed from the Sallnas Valley into the Litchfield

ared. There ic no Indication in the record that they are suffering
from lack of tran portation for their products. Truck servico 13
adequato and qatieractory.

~ An examination of the record diseloses that very few of tho
farme*s now use th;o agency at Litchfield. Exhibit No. 3 indicates
that approximately 90 por cont or the tonnage to and from Litehriold
consists of dieuel fuel oil, fuol oll, ond gasoline in tank cars. It

appears that these tank cars can bo handled as efficienxly without an
agency at Litchfield.
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We arc convinced that, under the ‘¢cipeumstances, the Southern
Pocific Company should be permitted to maintdin the Litchfiold
statlon as o nonagencé.

Upon cbnaidérdéion of tho ontire rdcond ‘it 15 our coneclusion,
and we 50 Lind, that the applicant!s request 'is ‘justificd. The
continﬁaﬁbe of an-agent 8t Litchfield does not appear to bo roquired

vy public convenience and nocossitye. The‘application will be granted.
QORDER

A pudblic heosring having boon hold 'in tho sbove ontitlod
‘procceding, the matter having been duly submitted, end tho Commission
being advisod, |

IT IS ORDERED that Southern Pecific Company 4nd Raeflway
Exproscs Ageney, Inc., aro hereby authorized to close and abandon
thelr respective agencles at Litchfiold, Californis, and to chango
thoir station records and tariffs accordingly, subject to tho
following conditions:

1. Applicants shall continue said station as a
nonageney station.

2. Applicants shall givo not ‘lesz than ten (10) days’
notico to tho public of said agency sbandonment by
posting notico at szld station.

Applicants shall provide storage under lock at said
station for loss-than-carload freight shipments, and
shall provide a koy to sald storago space to be koot
at o conveniont location noarby and shall maintoin

notice at suck station advising patrons where the koy
may bo scecured. A

Applicant shall within thirty (30) days thercafter
notlfy the Comisaion in writing of the discontinuance
of the agoney service heretofore authorized, and of
its complianco with the conditions of this order.

The authorization herein granted shall lapze if not
oxerclisod within ninety (90) days aftor tho offectivo
date of thlis order, unless an extension of it 1s
subsoquently granted.
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The effective date of this order shall be twenty days é.'fger

the date hereof.
/ 2

Dated xt_Np.. Ths . ssqrs_, Colifornia, this-— 6/

day of .2 \/, nf“,’,,,/n./ , 1953.
/

va

PRESIDENT\

2 .,\,Lu' /

COMMISSIONERS

Bareld ?. M'
Camw azlonsrS... Keanoth. Potiarn..., Yolsg
noceesnrily abzent, dld not participate
17 wae disposition of this proceedlag.




APPENDIX. ."AY

SOUTHERN... PACIFIC. COMPANY

Rallway Bxpresé‘Shipmanxs,dnd Revenue, Assoclated with the Operation
of <he Agency &t Litchfield, California, duri the Two l2-Month
Periods ended Fobruary 29, 1952 and February 28, 1953, respectively..

Year Ended Feb. 29, 1952 Year Ended Fob. 28, 1953

Gross S.P.Co. Grozs SePe CO.
Ship- Exprecs Proportion Ship~ Express Proportion
Month ments Revenue of Revenue ments Revenue of Revenue

(e) (o) (¢) (¢) (o) (£) (g)

1051-1962 6.6
18?1-13?2 ¢ 165),0%
.gg

& 28.1L & 9.00
15.05 .82
3L
12.08
29.19 '

20 . 75 L]
17.35 5.55
3l.60 11.07

%2 22.96
Z 19.48 Z:%?
T0;  § 285.86 § 9L.LE

1951-1952 -
1951-1952 1.
1951-1952 26.52
1951-1952 15.08
: 1951-1952 19.99
1951-1952 11 1,0.20
1951-1952 1 L.0.66
1651-1952 1 28,63
1952-1953 § 16.71
1952-1953 5 ..25.77

Potal $203.16
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APPENDIX "B"

SQUTHERN PACIFIC COMPANY

Ca b

COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF BUSINESS HANDLED
AND RAILWAY OPERATING REVENUES AND. EXPENSES
ASSOCIATED WITH TEE OPERATION OF AGENCY AT LITCHTIELD CALIFORNIA
DURING THE TWO 12-MONTH PERIODS
FEBRUARY 29, 1952 AND FEBRUARY 28, 1953, RE°PECTIVELY.

Yoar Ended Year Ended Avercge
Feb. 29, 1952 Feb. 28, 1653 Per Month

Monthl Monthly Comparisor
Total Averagg Total Averaég Iiﬁé;ﬁﬁi?
(o) (b) () (&) = (e) (£)"

"AY - Business Fandled:

Ll.Number of waybills made 128 11 101 g
. 2.Number of frolght bills made 531 4% u57

R~Vumber of chipments Express 93. ' 104

L.Number of Wosteorn Union

e e A
«L.C.Le trallic (tons) 92 8

8" - Operating Revenues and
H--aen Jc e

SP Co. Grosz Operatine Revonuns:

l.Carload traffic - local $12,086 $1, 007 $12,9uo $1, 078 $71
2.Carload traffic - interlino ,5,7 128 6

Yelalal. tralfic = local 2,108 176 1, 82i 157
L-I-C.L. traffic - intorline 107 10

5. Totnl froight traffic $15,838 $l,320 15,093 $1,201 ~  $29
78 6 9l 8§ 2

6.Expross
7.Tclograph - Wostern Union 6 1 3 - ]
3. thal Gross Revenue $15,922 $1,327 $l§,5§7;$l,299 | $28

SP Co. Operating Cost:
Liternfiold Aconey

Woges - agent $ 4,020 &
Telephono 56

$ 4,103 8 30267
59 5

87 1
tationery ‘ 17 ,
Misc. station supplios 25 1

Payroll toxos 2L, 20 252 21 1

Total Station Oporating Cost $ L,uL3 $ 370 8% L,557 & 2380 310

Cost of handling fLreight traffic

over SP Co. Lines, oexclusive of '
stetion expenso at Litchfield$12#56l &1,0lL7 812,196 $1,016 $31

Total Operating Cost $17,00L $1,417 $16,753 $1,396 ®21

Total Oporating Cost oxcoeds ‘
System Roveonuo $ 1,082 8 90 % L,1668 9747

Coal and wood for hoating

5

S
Electric light _ % U

2
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APPENDIX "cC"

SOUTHERN PACIFIC COMPANY

ANALYSIS OF FREIGHET TRAFFIC FORWARDED FROM AND RECEIVED AT
AGENCY AT LITCHFIELD, CALIFORNIA
DURING THEE TWQ IZ-MONTZ PERIODS ENDED
FTEBRUARY 29, 1052 AND FERBRUARY 28, 1053, RESPECTIVELY.

YEAR ENDED FEBRUARY 29, 1952

FORWARDED RECEIVED TOTAL
Sys- Sys~ Sys= "
tom tom tom
' Rev=- Rev~ Reve
Commodity Cars TONS gnue CArs TONs anue Cors TOns enmue
. & ) d o O o,

1;4Catt&e) CE ch K / gf) $£%3 { ) g% $(3)16°
2. Ferm Machinery 1 10 & ASS - - 1 AS@
ﬁ. Fertilizer, N.0.S. 1 15 75 - - - 1 15 75
. Fuel 041 (Dioesel) in '
tank cars S 1oL l:OQh S 18l L5 0%k
Z. Fuel 0il, 4in tank cars - - - 9  33L2,337 9 33 2,337
. Gesoline, in tank cars - - - 331 07& 7» 70& 33 lO?h 7,704
Te G*ound Gypsum L 130
8. Pipe, Iron 1 l\ lO .98

G. Salt - - - 2 39 g 2 E? 2
10. Sulphate of Ammonia - - - 1 0 2 11 0 201
- 1l. Wheat 3 100 2902 - - 3 100 392
- 12. Whoat and Rye 1 il 120 - - 2 3 .20
13. Wool in Groase 3 73 - - - 3 3 173
. Total Carload 9 199 9,518 57 1,756 12,105 56 1955 $13,623
150 I-I-C -'L- -:'- 6 7 ,009 - 2,215
16. TOTAL FREIGET TRLFFIC 9 212 91,724 571,835 ,11L 66 20&7 315,838

YEAR _ENDED FEBRUARY 28, 1953

17. Cattle - - - 1 11 ¢ 10011 @

18. Fuel 0i1 (Diesol) in v ZL:* 2
tank cors 7 22 7 22 8

19. Fuel 01l, irn tank cers - - - 12 3 % 2%9 3%3 ’%%9'

20. Gasoline, in tank cars = = " L3 1187 8,861 hB 11 7 8,561

2l. Oats uO $ 326 - - 326

22. Pipe, Iron -

I L 1w 1 i %
- 1l 30 181 1 30 1l
%& &5 65 1E &za;ezl' aé—g $15To%
1812412,558 67 T667  $13,
337 b9~ Gy 1558 - 87 2,007
35

61,037 65 1866411156 67 1954 415,593

3&. Sulphate of Lmmonia
2u. Wool in Grease

25. Total Carloed
26. L.C .L.‘

27. TOTAL FREIGHT TRAFFIC

I\JINI—'II}—’




