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Decision No. 49052 . __ ........ --,;;,..-
EEFO?.E T~ PUBLIC UTZLITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA. 

In the Matter of the Application or ) 
SOUT~RN PACIFIC COMPANY and 0: ) 
RAILWAY EXPRESS AGENCY, INCORPORATED, ) 
tor authority to di~continue agency ) 
at Litchiield, County of La$~en, State ) 
of California, and to maintain said ) 

Application No. 34079 

station as a nonagoney. ) 

R. S. Myers, for applica.nts Southorn Pacific Company and 
Railway Express Agency, Incorporated. 
Eldon N. Dye, for Ca:ifornia Farm Bureau, proto~tant. 
W. R. curr~v, for Ord/~r of Railroad Telegrapher:, protestant 
ana C. H. Heard, Neil Winchell, John Waltman, Jim E. 
Bronson, C. P. Miller, Oscar McCor:dck, Georgo T. Wood and 
Roy Juotoson, all appe~ring in person on behnlr of protestants. 

o PIN ION' ----------
Southern Po..c1:f'ic Company and Railway Expreos Agency, Inc., 

jointly ~eek $uthority to close tho froight station at Litchf1eld, 
(1) 

Lassen County, and thereafter to operate as a nonagency stat1on. 

App11cant alleges that under prc30nt conditions the 

business ha..'"ldled at sa1d station docs not warrant tho'c'ont 1nuod 

~intonAnce ot ~n agency there. There hA: oeen no passenger service 

at this station sinco 1928. 

A public he~ring was held by Exa~ncr Ga~on ut Standish 

on M~y 19, 1953, and th~ matter was submittod on briofs which wore 

duly filed. 

Applicant filod three oxhibits in support of its conton

tions. Copies ot tho so oxhibits aro· appended hereto as Appendix A~ 

B, and C,'respectively. 

(1) Other nearby etationc includo Wendol 8.4 milos wost of 
Litcbtiold~ and Susanville 14.8 milos ea~t of Litchfield. 
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Exhibit No. 1 is ~ tabulation of Railway Expross Agency 

shipments ond rovonuos associated with the agoncy at Litchfiold 

during the two tVlolve-months T periods endod Februa.ry 29,,19.52, $:ld ' 

February 28, 1953, respect1~ely. 

Exhibit No.2 is 0. comparativo statement or business ,h.on.dlod 

~nd railway operating revonue~ ~d oxpenses at Litchf1eld. 

Exh1b1t No. 3 is an analys1s or freight traff1c at tho same 

'station. 

Three oporat1ng witnesses testified tor the applicant. In 

tho handling ot loss-cor-load shipments applicant would provide a 

key so the outbound shipments could be locked in the station awaiting 

pick-up by the train crew. Shipmont: inbound would be lockod. in the 
: I ~' ~ '. ,'" • 

station and consignee could obttlin tho koy ~md pick up the shipments. 

Thero is 'no testimony 1'n 'tho record indicating that this mothod of 

cering tor the shipments is 'not'sati:factory whore it is in operation. 
," 

No complaints of pilferage or'theft are to be f~nd in the record. 

An analysis of the carload ohipments reveals, thst they are 
. ,I ~ • I •• " 

a~ostall petroleum products, inbound, probably conoignod to one or 

two o~ tho oil compan1e~. 

Much of' the' ;~~~rd doals with tbe' testimony of farmers, many 
, -

of who::: have migra.ted from tho Sa11na!! Valley into the Litch1'ielo. 

area. There io no ind1cnt1on in the record that they are sutter-ing 

from lack of tranoport~tion tor their products. Truck sorvico 13 
... 

seequsto and s~tisractory. 

An ox~tion of the record d1oc1ooe3 that very fow or the 

forme::-o novl use thio agency at Litchfield. Exhibit No • .3' indicatos 
" ' 

that approx~tely 90 p~r cent of the tonnage to and trom Litchfield 
, -

conciots of diesel fuel oil, fuol Oil, and gasoline in tank c~rs. It 

o.ppetlrs that these tank cars cOon "00 handled o.s eff1c1ontly without an 

agency at Litchfield. 
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Wc arc convincedthtl t, 'und~'r: 'tho "ci'rc'unistnncos, tho ,Southern 

Po.citie 'Co::ipo.ny should "b¢ pc'rmittod.' to "mtlintdin the Litchfield 

stllt'ion 'os' tl. nonc.gericy. 
, , 

Upo'n con:lidcro.tion o! tho onti'roI'oc'o':r-d 'it is our conclusion, 

and we so 'fi.."'l.d, thtlt the applicant I srequest ··is'justifiod. The 

continuo.nco of an agent Elt' L1tchti~ld does not appear to '00 r6'<a,uirod 

by public convonionce o.nd nocessity. Tho 'aP1?lication will be grantee. 

o R DE R - - -- ~ 

A public hO.!lring having boen hold '1r~ tho sb'ovo' ontitlod 

'proceeding, the nw.tter ho.ving boen duly submitted,' and tho' Commissio:l 

being advisod, 

IT IS ORDERED toot Southern Po.6:t'fic· Company and R.!l11wo.y 

Expro:::s Agency, I,nc., arc hereby authorized to closo 'ond abandon 

-:heir respective agcne1C1s at Litchfiold, California:, and' to ~"chango 

thoir station records and tar!!'!::: ae.cordingly, subject to the 

following conditions: 

1. Applicants shall continue said station as Co 
nOntlgoncy,·stat1on. 

2. 

4· 

$. 

Applicants sbD.ll givo not 'less than ten (10) d.!lysT 
notice to'thepub11e of said agoncy o.bondonment by 
postil'lg notice at seid station. 

Applicants shall provido storage under lock at said 
sta.tion for loss'-tha.n-carload froight sh1pments, o.nd 
SM.ll provide 0. key t'o said storage space to '00 kopt 
at 0. convoniont loco.tion nearby and shall ~int~1n 
not1co o.t such station adv1sing'patrons whero the key 
mD.y bo sccured. 

Applic~nt shall within thirty (30) days theroafter 
notify tho Commission in writing of the discontinuance 
ot the agoncy oervicc heretofore authorized, and of 
its comp11snco with the conditions o! this order. 

The o.uthorizat10n herein gro.ntod shall lapce 1f not 
oxercisod within ninety (90) days after tho offectivo 
do.te of this ordor~ unless an extonsion of it is 
subsequently granted. 
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,', COMMISSIONERS 

Bar.l~ 1'. Ra%If 
c.,~':' :II:::! on~r s .. , .. .x~"lt,).tn.l'.o.t::o~- •. ~()1 ~ 
n();: .• ;4~~.l"11.'l a:o~e~~ .. cl1~ not ~:A;t'tlel~'te 
1~'t~e d1~~o!1t1on ot thi3 ~~oc~~~1~. 
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A.PPEND DC .. ~t A.t! 

SOUTHERN. .. PACIF.IC •.. C OMPANY 

Railway Expreoo Shipments .and Revenue, Associated with the Operation 
of the Agency at L1tcht"iold; Calii'orn'1a., d.uri:cg th.e Two l2-Month 
Periodz ended February 29, 1952 and Fe'bruary 28, 195.3, respectively •. 

Year Ended Feb. 29, 1952 Year Ended Feb. 28, 19~ 

Grose S.P.Co. ~rozs S.P. Co. 
Ship- Express Proportion Ship- Express Proportion 

M~nth ment~ Revenue of Revenue mcnts Revenue or Revenue -~;..;..;..;...~--
(0.) (b) (c) 

Ms.:-. 19$1-19$2 6 $ "6~64 
April 1951-19$2 9 15~02 
May 19$1-19523 b.30 
Juno 1951-1952· 1 1.65 
July 1951-1952 h 26.51 
Aug. 19$1-19$2 $ 1$.08 
Sept~ 1951~19$2 8 19~99 
Oct. 1951-1952 11 40.20 
Nov. 19$1-19$2 17 40 .. 66 
Dec. 1951-1952 16 28.0 63 
Jan~ 1952-1953 5 16.71 
Peb. 1952-195.3 5 ... 25.-77 -

Total 93 $24.3~16 

(d) 

2.12 
4.81 
2.02 
O •. ~3 &. 8 
4. :3 
6.L.o 

12.66 
13.01 
9.16 
5.35 
8·24 

:$ 77.81 

(0) 

6 
7 
9 

~ 
11 
7 
9 

12 
16 

-104 
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APPENDIX "Bu 

",I,,,,,,.,,, ••. -- .... 

SOUTHERN PACIFIC COMPANY 

COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF BUSINESS HANDLED 
AND RAILWAY OPERATINC REV'ENUES AND EXPENSES 

ASSOCIATED WITH TEE OPERATION OF AGENCY AT LITCHFIELD, CALIFORNIA 
D'ORI~1G TEE TWO 12-MONTH PERIODS EN'DED' - ' 

FEBRUARY 29, 19$2 AND FEBRUARY 28, 19$3, RESPECTIVELY. 

Year Ended Year Endod Average 
Feb. 222 1222 Feb. 28 z 1~~ Per Month 

Monthly 
Total Avero.ge 

Monthly. ComEo.risor 
Total Avora~o !ncr Decr 

"A'T - Business Handled: 
(0.) . (0) (c')' . (d ), ('0), cr.) .. 

1.N~~er of waybills made 
.2.Number ot treight bills made 
?~Number ot ~hipmcnts Exprcso 
~.Numbe~ of Wostern Union 

messages 
5.Car1cad tr~tric (cars) 
b.L.C.L. trn!fic (tons) 

"B!T - Oper.at~ng Revenues and 
E:-:-;:,cn:::os . 

SF Co. Gross Operating Revenues: 

128 11 
531 ~ 93-', 

16~ ~ 
92 8 

101 8 ~ 457 38 
104 9 1 

6~ 8 6 
6 , -87 7 1 

1.Co.rloo.d traffic - local 
2.Co.r1oo.d traffic - interlino 
~ .• L .. C .. L. traffic - local 

$12,086 $1,007 $12,940 $1,078 $71 
1,$>'7' 128 546 ' 46 $82 
2~l08 176 1,8$; 1$7 19, 

1.j..L ... C.L. traffic - interline 107 9, '124 10 1 --- --5. Total freight traffic 
6.E:r.:press 

~~15,838 $1,32"0' $l,,)~93-' $1~291 -. $29 
78 6 . 91 8 2' 

7.Tc1egraph - Western Union 
8. Total Gross Rovenue 

6 1 3 - 1 
$1,,.922 $1~.327 $1.s.,S·~7: $1,299 $28 

SF Co. O'Ocrating Cost: 
&ite~1io1d ~50n£I 

9.wcgos - agont $ 4,0~06 $ 33$ $ 4,103 $ 
10. Telephone ;;l $ $9 
11. Electric light 173 1 ~ 
12. Coal ~nd wood tor heating 6 6 87 
~? St~tioncry 17 2 17 
~. Misc. ,station supplios 17 1 25 
15. Payroll to.xos 2l.tl!. 20 2$2 

342 $ 7 
5-
1 
7 
2 
2 

21 

1 

1 
1 

16. TotD.1 Stat10n Oporating Cost $ 4"tili.3 ~$~3~7~O $ 4,557 -::;;·~3-"5""'0 m -
17. Co~t ot handling freight t~af!1c 

ovor SF Co. Lines, exclu6ive or 
stet ion expense at L1tchfio1d$12,.561 $1,01.:.7 $12,196 $lz016 .. _ $31 

18. Total Operati:ng Cost $17,004 $1,417 $16,7.53 ~?1,396 ~~21 
19- Total Oporating Cost excoeds 

System Rovonue $ 1,082 $ 90 $ 1,166 $ 97 $ 7 
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APPENDIX "C" 

SOUTHERN PACIFIC COMPANY 

ANA.tYSIS OF FREIGHT TRAFFIC FORWARDED FROM AND RECEIVED h.T 
A.GENCY AT tlTCE?IELD, CALIFOP.NIA. 

DURING TEE TWO 12-MONTE PERIODS ENDED 
FEBRUARY 29, 19$2 A!-;1) FEBRUARY 28. 1953 .. RESPECTIVELY. 

YEAR ENDED FEBRUARY 29, 1952 
FORWARDED RECEIVED TOTt..L 

3Y3- SY3- Sys- . 
teM to~ tem 

'Commodity Rev- Rev- Rev-
Cars Tons enuo Cars TOXl3enue Cars Ton$ enue 
(~, (<;.) .(C:' ~o) ~~' $~t1 (~)~) $(J) 16" 

1 10 $ 458 - 1 10. 4$~ 
1 15 75 .. 1 15 75 

. iC-) 
1 .. , Co.tt e 
2. F'e.rm Ma.chinery 
3. Fertilizer, N.O.S. 
4. Fuel Oil (Diosel)' in 

tank cOors 
5. Fuel Oil" in tank cars -
b. Gasol1ne, in tank cars 
7. Grou.."ld Gypsum 
6. P1pe, Iron 

5 154 1,094 5 154 l,,094 
9 334 2,,337 9 334 2,33

4
7 

.. 33 1,074 7,704 33 1074 7,70 
1 50 130 1 50 130 

9. Ss.lt 
10. Su1pho. te of: f'l.l'Ill'Ilonis. 

.' 11. 1lheat 
" 12. Whoe,t o.nd Rye 
13. Wool in Greaso 
~. Total Carload 
l$. ·t.e' .. t. 
16. TOTJ~L FREIGHT TRf.~FFIC 

:3 
1 
3 -
9 

1 10' 98 1 10 . 98 

.. i '6 ~~~ i ~6 ~~ 
100' 392 ~ :3 lee 392 
31 120' - 1 31 :20' 
43 473 - 3 43 473 

199 $I."S18 57 1,756 12,105 66 1955 e13,623 
13 20'6 - 79 2,0'0'9 - 92 2,21$ 

9 m $1,724 571" 83514,114 66 2047 ~~1$,838 

YEAR ENDED FEBRW~RY 28, 19$3 

17. Ca.ttle 1 11 e 244 1 11 $ 244 
16. Fuel Oil (Diesel) in 

ta.nk cars 7 223 1 .. 489' 7 223 
19. Fuel Oil, in tank cc.rs .. .. ,12 .347 2,2l.!.7 12' 347 
20. Ga.soline" in tank cars.. - ' 43 1187 8,561 43 li87 
21. Oats 1 40 $ 326.... .. 1 40 
22. Pipe, Iron 1 14 136 1 14 
23. Sulphate of Ammonia. - 1.30 181 1 30 
24· Wool in G~ellso 1 15 302 - - - 1 1$ 
~5. T~t~l Carload 2: 55 $ rn 6"'5'T5i2~,Bg8b7 J1Jb7 
20. L.C .t.' 33 409 -. 54 1,598 - 87 

1,489 
2,247 

.8,561 
326 
136 
181 
302 

$13,4J6 
2,,007 

27. TOTh.t FREIGHT TRAFFIC 2: ~ $'1,,037 65 1866$14,456 67 1954 ~~15,,493 


