
Decision No. __ 4_9_0_5_3 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE S~~ OF CALtFORNIA 

In the Matter ,of the Application or 
PACIFIC GREYHOUND tINES for 1nstalla­
tion of "Exemption Signe't at Railroad 
Crossing::: where motor vehicles 
carrying passengers for hire neod not 
StOP7 in accordance wi th Sec tion 
No. $76 (d) of tho California Vehicle 
Code and G. O. No. 98 of tho Public 
Ut1lities COmmiss1on of the State of 
Cnlitornia 1n the vicinity of Santa 
Monica. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) Applicat10n No. 33983 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

--------------------------------) 
Douglas Brookman and R. E. Thomas, tor Pacit1c 

Greyho'UIld Lines; C. W. Com"ll, E. D. Yeomans and 
Walt A. Steiger, tor Pac1f1c Electric Railway 
Company, pro to stant,. 

o PIN I O.N --- ......... ~---

App11cant here1n is a Calitornia corporat1on engaged 

in operations as 0. passenger stago corporation under authority 

issued by this Comm1~s1on. In the conduct of its operations 

its 'buses traverse Lincoln Boulevard 'between Olympic Boule­

vard and Colorado Stroot in tho City or Santa Monica and in so 

doing cross a grade crossing of tho Pacific Electric Ra1lway 

Company. The cro:!sing concerned is designated as No. 6A-17·.24 

and consists or two tracks crossing L1ncoln Boulevard, the 

tracks 'being approximately 200 teet apart. Lincoln Boulevard 

runs in a northorly and zoutherly direction and theze tracks 

1n a:.1. easterly-westerly diroction. The southernmost track 1e, . 
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a main line track of the Pacific Electric Railw&y Company and 

the track to the north is a spur track. 

It i~ requested herein that this Comm1~3ion issue an 

order a.uthorizing installation or exemption signs as perm1t,ted 

in General Order No. 98, Rule 16.0$, so as to p~r.mit applicant's 

vehic1e~ to cross the spur track hereinaoove roferred to with­

out coming to a, stop a.s required by General Order No. 98, 

Rule 16.0,3. 

A public hoar1ng waz held on Augu~t 18, 19$3, in 

Los Ang~le3 before Examiner Syphers, at which time eVidence 

was adduced a.nd the matter submitted. 

The regional manager of Pacific Greyhound Lineo 

Southern Califor.nia area testified that the records or that 

company show no accidents at tho croosings concerned but 

that tho dr1ver~ have reported a number or instances where 

passenger ears have bumped into the rear ends or the 'buses 

which had 3 topped before crossing the ~pur track here in 

question. This witness contended that 3afe~ did not require 

vehicles to stop at this spur track 'but that standard cro3~ing 

signs should be maintained for the main line and exempt sign~ 

for the spur track. 

The super1ntondent of freignt service or the 

Pac1fic Electric Railway Coropany testified as to the physical 

conditions of these cro$s1ng~ and pOinted out that the mnin 

line on either side or Lincoln Boul~ard goos through cuts 

wh1ch obscure the vision and tend to make that cro~~1ng a 

"blind crossing." This witness also tezt1r1ed that the spur 

-2-



e e 
A .3.398,3 - EJ 

track was not used very much at the present time but, in his 

opinion, its use would increase in the future. 

Exhibit 1 is a map which :et~ out tho phy~1cal 

characteristics of the cros~ings horein concerned. 

An analysis of the record herein leads us to· the 

conclusion and we now find that the application should be 

denied. The main 110e track and the spur track are both 

included L~ the crossing now designated as 6A-11.24. While 

the record did disclose the a.verage number of tri~s aeross 

these cro=sings made by the buses of applicant, there was no 

te3timony as to tho use of these crossings by other vohicles 

which might be required to stop under the provisions or 

General Order No. 98, Rule 16.0,3, and General Order No. 99, 
rI .' ,) 

Rule 10.0,3. It Mould not be in tho interest of safety to 

provide ~~ exemption tor all of these vehicles on this 

record. The record also indicates the desirability of a 

No.1 crossing sign located south or the main line, and also 

a similar sign located north of the spur. 

Application as abovo entitled having been filed, a 

public hoaring having boen held theroon, tho Commi~3ion being 

tully adv1sed in the prem1~es and hereby finding it to be L~ 

the public interest, 

IT IS ORDERED that the application or Pac1fic 

Greyhound Lines for the 1nstzllation of exomption :1gn: at tho 
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eros~ing or the spur traek of the Paeifie Eleetrie Railway 

Comptmy 'with Lineoln BOulevard be and i~' her-eby 1~ denied. 

The effeetive date or th1: order shall be twenty 

, Caliro·m1a 7 thi5 

, 1953 •. 


