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Decision No. ----
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES CO~1MISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In tho Matter of the Comm1ssion In
vest1gat1on conc~rning the grade 
cros$ing or Anna Stroot and Tho 
Atchison ... Topeka and Santa. Fe 
Rai1wny Company tracks witnin 
the· City o~ San Diego. 

) 
) 
) Csoe No. S47l 
) 
) 
) 

--------------------------------, ) 
In the Matter or the Applicntion or 
tho C1ty or San Diego, County or 
s~~ Diego ... State or Calirornia ... tor 
an order autnor1z1ng the alterat10n 
of Anna Avenue in 3aid City o£ San 
Diego and The Atch1son ... Topeka & 
Santa Fe R~11way Company. 

) 
) 
) Application No. 34085 
) 
) 
) 
) 

---------------------------------) 
Hoyt E. Ray ... Deputy City Attorney for the City or 

San Viego ... applicant. 

Howard Turrentine for Golden Construction Company 
anC1 ~at1onai 'l.lrAAster and Storage, and 
Rooert W. Walker and r.~nr~ M. Moffat for 
Tho Atcb,1aon, Topeka. i~d Santa ~e RailWAY 
Company, 1ntore~ted part1es. 

John Power and H. F. Christenson tor the. Public 
I.1ti11t!es Coilim1s:.1on ... State or Cali.tornia. 

o PIN ION 
-~-~- .... -

Tne C1ty of San Diego ... by application filed F~bruary 9 ... 

1953, seeks an order or the Public Utilities Commi~s1on 3uthor~ 

izing the construet1on o~ a cro~31ng at grade or the tracks of 
. 

the Santa Fo Railway Company and Anna Avenue in the City or San 

Diego. It is alleged that the prior grade ero:~ing P.U.C. 

No. 2-263.6 was rondered unusa~le when tne roadbed of the· 

railway wa: ra1sed because of the construction or the levees 
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• 
of the San Diego River Flood Channel. Aeeordingly, the City now 

proposes to raise the grade,ot Anna Avenue and to re-establish 

the grado cro~~ing. 

Under date of June 16, 1953, this Commission i~3ued an 

order ot investigation to inquire into the maintenance, operation, 

use and protection of grade crOSSing No. 2-263.6 to determine 

whether that cro33ing i$ bAzardoU3, whether thore i3 a public 

need therefor, ~d whether or not it should be abolished by 

phyaical closing; or altered or relocated, or whether protoctive 

devices shoule be installed at sueh cro331ng. 

A public henr1ng was held in San Diego on July 14, 1953, 

betore Examiner Syphers, at which t1me evidence was adduced and 

tne matter submitted. 

At the n~ar1ng the principal civil engineer'tor the 

C1ty ot San Diego presented testimony and exhib1to relative to 

the physical situation in the vicinity of tho crossing. He 

stated that prior to the raising or the tra.cks tra.ffic crossed 

at will, but on May 2$, 19$0, the crossing was closed and has 

re~ined closed ~ver since. 

Exhibit No.1 13 a map of the area, and Exhibits Nos. 2 

to 6 are photograpb.s taken trom various locB,tions showing the 

ares. of tho cros sIng. E.."(h1'b 1 ts Nos. 7 and 8 are maps 3 how1ng 

the ero50ing which. the City propo:;es to construct. The witn~ss 

furthor tostified that the~~ are 1nd~tr1es located in tae area, 

wb.ich. industries would use the crossing were 1 t open. It wa.s 

developed that ~ny porson USing :;ucb. a crossing in a westerly , 

direction, due to the location or Hignway 101, would bo re~u1red 
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to turn north on tb.a.t b,ighway e.~ter crossing the railway ',track$ 
.. ,' 

at A.nna Avenue._ ~hibit NO.9:? ~ resolution or tb.e City 

Councilor San Diego granting p,0r.miss10n to Army eng1neer~ to 

do the flood control work wb.1ch reeultod in the raie1ng or the' 

tracks, and Exhibit No. 10 is a ma~ showing tho right or wa7 
, . 

for An.~ Avenu~ acros~ these tracks. 

Tho projects manager for the M. H. volden Construct1on 

Company testified that his company presently ovmod propert7 in 

the v1c1nity and that it was engage~ in the development or this 
. . '. 

prop<;rty v/ith a v1eV'f to attra.cting industrial occupant8. He 

also enumerated the industrial concer~ wh1ch now have pl~ts 
.. 

1n the area. He estimated that 1t the crossing wer~, reop(:Ined 

tbore would be a m1n~ or sixty trucks per day which would 

use it. 

Exhibit No. 11 is a copy of Rezolut10n No. 51419 of 

the City Council of San Diego, showing the acceptance 01 the 

C1ty of a deed from the Snnta Fo Railway Com~any granting an 

ea~ement tor stroet purpos~s tor Anna Avenue. 

The representatives of three compan1es which ovr.n. 

property or oporate businesses in the area presented t03timony 

re~uest1ng that the e.ro~sing be opened, po1nt1ng o~t tbat it 

would be a convenience to the operation or the businessos in 

that area. 

An engineer of this Commission presented a study, 

EXhibit No. 12, d~tai1ing tne.past history of th1~ croz:ing, 

setting out a description or its phys1 ca.l, foatures, l1sting 
'.' ,r 

the pre8ent train covementz and estimating tho traff1c which 
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would use the crossing, and also whi~h operates over tne highways in 

the area~ This report also en~morated the existing crossings in the 
' . 

area which now are available~ 
o' . '" 

. -,.., . 

Exhibit No~ 13 is a document executed by the Santa FoRail

way Company relating to the area or the proposed cross~~g and which, 

among other things, provides that the City will assume all costs of 

any reopening of the crossing~ Exhibit No. ll.j. is a photograph of a" 

grade separation of tbe Santa Fe tracks and Balboa Avenue, a little 

::nore than 3 miles north of the proposed Anna. Avcnue crossing. 
" 

It ~pl'oD.rs thlt in the,eLroD. 'lmder considero.tion, thc'S.n.ntt:. 
, ,..,.., " ., ..... ,.; 

Fe tro.cks run north D.nd south, pciI,'ci.llcled 0. short disto.nce ""to' the 

west bj" U.S~ 10lo.nd on the CD.st, "o.t 0. disto.nco of o.bout :3 mile,:'bY' 

Moreno. Blvd~ The tract t~t would be served by the p=oposed crossing 

lies octwcen the ro.ilr~~d tro.cks o.nd Morc~ Elvd~ Vehiculo.r tr~!fic 
t,' , .... 

to or from the ~frectcd ~reo. destined to So.n Diego ~n cross tho 

tr:-.cks as well ~s U ~S'~ 101 0. t 0. grc.de sep~ro. tion structure to the 

south o! A~ Avenue: Tr~ffic destined to points north c~n P~$$ undor 

the tr~cks ~t ~n undorp~:s to tho north of Anna Avenuo and enter'or 

1c~ve U.S~ 101 ~t ~ tr~!ric s1g~1 controlled 1nter:oction ~t B~lbo~ 

Avenue. 

", . A: considor~ t10n of ~ll of tl'l1s evidence 1e~ds us to the con

clUSion, "o.nd wc no'\" find, trot tho es~'b11sbment of :l gr~dc cros!:ing 
• j, • 1'_ .. 

of tho trc.cks of the SOon tl Fe R:l11wo.y with A'rr1:ln A venue in the City of 

Sc.n Diego is not in the' public intc:re~'t~ The evidence "discloso's" tm t 
• f . 

there ~re other crossings in tho o.re:-. which co.n be used, two of '\"hich 
, " 

o.re 0. t scpo.r~ ted gr~dcs, o.nd tho occ'llpo.nts of' tho tro.ct 1mmodio. tely 
• , I ! , ') • ~ f . . 

in t~ vicinity of ~nnc. Avenue mve othor mco.ns of ingress o.nd ogress 
" 'I" "0 j 

to their properties: The rail tracks are the main line tracks of the 

Santa. Fe ~il,\'laY'~ o.nd U~S. Higmra.y 101 1n this" area 'is';a:·OOo.vily 

tra.veled high speed h1gmzay~ We are of ' the op1D.ion 'it' wO~d' :not be;" in 
"', . ",', . 

the public interest to permit another grade crossing at this p,oint. 
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o ,R D E 'R - ~ ........ -
AppliC:l tion a.s a'bove entitled having been filed" '<3, Commission 

order of investigation bo.v1ng been 1nsti tuted, public hearing mving 

'been held thereon, the Commission being fully advised in the premises 

and hereby finding it to be 1...'1 the public interest, 

IT IS ORDERED: 

(1) Tho. t the a.pplic:l tion to esto.b11sh :I. grado crossing at Anm 
o 

A venue ~nd tho tr~cks of too San to. Fe &!.1lWay Company in the C1 ty of .. ' \ , 

So.n Diego "oe, and it bcrcbr is, donied: 

(2) T~t the order instituting investigation be, and it ncroby 

is, dismissed: 

Tho effective de. te of this ordor smll, "00 t\.ronty &.y~ t:l.ftcr 

the dD. to hereof; ... 
~ // ' 0 • 

D?o ted 0. t.>1lJll .. 7//~tltf/i.l ,,1 /"It.,v , CQ.,lirorn~" th1s 

d~y of If /,If//f/J/!A I?i) ,1953,; . 
;" I 
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