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Decgision No.

BEFORE TEE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In tho Matter of the Commission In-
vestigation concerning the grade
crossing of Amna Streot and The
Atchlison, Topeka and Santa Fe
Rallway Company tracks within

the City of San Diego.

Case No. SL71

In the Matter of the Application of
the City of San Diego, County of
San Diego, State of California, for
an order authorizing the aslteration
of Anna Avenue in saild City of San
Dlego and The Atchison, Topeka &
Sants Pe Rallway Company.

Application No. 31085
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Hoyt Z. Ray, Deputy City Attorney fLor the City of
san Diego, applicant.

Howard Turrentine for Golden Censtruction Company
and National Transfer and Storage, and
Robert V. Walker and Eenry M. Moffat for
The Atchison, Teopeka anxd Santa ¢ Rallway
Company, Interected parties.

John Power and H. F. Christenson for the Public
Utilities Commission, States of Californlia.

QPINION

The CLity of San Dlego, by application filed February 9,
1953, seeks an order of the Public Utilitles Commission author-

fzing the construction of a crocsing at grade of the tracks of

the Santa Fo Rallway Company and Anna Avenus Iin the City of San

Diego. It 1s alleged that the prior grade crossing P.U.C.
No. 2=263.6 was rendered unusable when the roadved of the

rallway was ralsed because of the construction of the levees
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of the San Diego River Flood dhannel. Accordingly,‘;he City now
pProposes to ralse the grade of Anna Avenue and to roe-establish
the grade ¢rossing.

Under date of June 16, 1953, this Commission issued an
order of Investigation to inquire into the maintenance, operation,
use and protectlon of zrade crossing No. 2-253.6 to determine
whether that crossing Is bazardous, whether thore 43 a pudlic
neod therefor, and whethor or not 1t should be abolished by
pPhyslcal closing; or altered or rolocated, or whether protective
devices should be inctalled at such crossing.

A public hoarihg was held in San Diego on July 1L, 1953,
before Examiner Syphers, at which time evidence was adduced and
the matter submitted.

Lt the hearing the principal civil engineer for the
City of San Diego presented testimony and exhibits relative to
the physical situation in the vicinity of the crossing. He
stated that prior to the ralsing of the tracks traffic crossed
at wiil, but on May'zs, 1950, the c¢crossing was closed and has
remained closed ever since.

Exhivit No. 1 13 a map of the area, and Exhibits Nos. 2
to 6 are photographs taoken from various locations showing the

area of the crossing. 32xhibits Nos. 7 and 8 are maps showing

the crossing which?the‘City‘proposes tc conatruct. The witness

furthor tostified that thers are industries located in the ares,
which industries would use the crossing were %4t open. It was
developsed that any person using such a crossing in a westerly

direction, due to the location of Hignway 10%, would be requiréd
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To turn north on that highway after crossing the rallway tracks

at Amna Avenue. uxhibit Ne. 9 13 8 resolution of the City
Council of San Diego granting permission to Army engineers to
do the flood control work which :esultcd in th9 ralsing of the-
tracks, and Exnidlt No. 10 4s 8 map showlng the right of way
for Anma Avenue across these tracks;

The projecta mansger for the M. H. Golden Construction
Company testified that his company presently owned property in
the vicinity and that 1v was engage@yin the development of this
property with a view to attbacting industrlal occupants. He
also enumerated the induetrial concerna which now have plant.
in the area. He estimated that 1r the c¢rossing werc.reopaped
there would be a minimum of sixty trucks per day which woﬁld
vse 1t.

Eihibit No. 11 15 a copy of Resolution No. 51h1§ of
the City Council of San Diego, showing the acceptance by the
City of a doed from the Santa Fo Railway Company granting an
easement for street purposes for Anna Avenue.

The representatives of three companies which ovn.
property or operate businesses In the area presented testimony
requesting that the ¢rossing be opened, pointing out that 1t
would Ye & convenlence to the operation of the businesses in
that area.

An englinecer of this Commission presented a study,
Zxhibit No. 12, detailing the.past history of this crossing,
setting out a des¢ription of ;Es physlical features, listing

the present traln movements and estimating the traffic which
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would use the crossing, and also which operates over the highways’in
the area. This cport also enbmcrated the exieting croosingg in the
area which now arc available. o | N
Exhibit No. 13 is a document executed by the Santa Fe Rail-

way Company relating to the area of the proposed crossiné‘and which,
amongz other tﬁiﬁgs; provides that the City will asscume all costs of
any reopening of the crossing. Exhidit No. 14+ is a photograph of a’
grade separation of the Santa Fe traéks and Balboa Avenue, a little
more than 3 miles north of the proposed Anna Avenue ¢rossing.

SOOIk apncars that in the arca wnder ccn.ideration, the Sunta
Fe tracks run Horth and southv paralleled a2 short di,tance £ the
west by U.S. 101 2nd on the caét,xaé a distance of about &3 mile,rgy
Morena“Blvd;‘ The tract that woﬁlé be served by the proposed ¢crossing
lies betwoen the railroad tracké and Mbrcna_Blvd; Venhdewlar traffic
tovdfwfrom the affoctcd arca destined %o San Dicgo ¢an cross the
tracks ag well as U.b 0L at a2 grade acp-ration structure to the
south of Anna Avenuc.’ Traffic destined to points north can pass under
the tracks 2t an undorpacs To the north of Anna Avenue and cntcf:or
leave U.S. 10L at 2 t:afflc gignal controlled interscetion at Balboa
Avenuc. ' | {

" consideration of all of this ovidence leads us to the cone
clusion, and we now £ind, that the cstablishment of a grade croscing
of the tracks of'thc Sants Fo Railwey with Anno Avenue in the City of
Saﬁ-Dngo is not in thc'public intcrcéé; The cvidcncc‘aiéclosoéﬂthdt‘
there are other crossingé in the arenx which con bc‘uécd; two of whickh
are at separated grades, and the occupants of the tract Immodiately
in the vicinit ty of Anna Avonue have othcr mcan, of ingrc s and cgrcsé
to their propcrtic,. The rail tracks arc thc main line tracks of the
Santa Fe Rallway, and U.S. nghmay 101 in thi, area iq 3 beaVlly |
traveled high speed highmay. We are of the opinzon it would not be in

the public interest to permit another grade crosuzng at this poinz.
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Application as above entitled having been 'filed-, 2 Commission
order of investigation having deen institﬁted; publ:;.c hearing having
been held thereon; the Commission being fully advised in the premises
and hereby finding it to be in the public interest; . -

IT IS ORDIRED:

(1) That the application to establish a grade c¢rossing at Anna
Avenuve and the tracks of the Santa Fe Railmy Company in the City' of
San Diego be; and it herebdy is, denicd. |
'- (2) That the order instituting investigation be, and 4t hereby
is, dismisscd.

The ci"fectivc date of this order shall be twrenty days after
the date hercof.
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