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OP'INION ----.-._- ... 

, 
Pacific Lighting Cas Supply Company in this proceeding 

asks ~or certain deviations from General Order No·. 5a-A~hich sets 

forth standards for gas se~ice as established by this Commission. 

A public hearing was held before Commissioner HUls and Examiner '. , 

Crensb.a~.9n August 6, 1953. 
'" I. . 

It is applicantts contention that General Order No. 58-A 

of this Commission was prepared primarily for the regulation of gas, 

distributing companies supplying gas:directlf to·dolLestic, c01l'mlercial 

and industrial custolLers. Since opplicant'is a wholesaling company 

selling gas only to two distributing companies,; namely, Southern ,', 

California Gas Company and Southern Cou."'lties Gas Company" :ot:;',·,,~,·,,: 

California, and not rendering service directly to d01l'Jesti~l;' 'com- . )', :' . 

mercial and industrial custoIl'lerS, there are certain portions' of 

General Order No .. 5$-A which in its opinion would not apply to its 

cort'.pany and other sections which should 'be clarified. The pa:rticular 

provisions of the rules of General Order No. $8-A from which 
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Pacific Lighting Gas Supply Company seeks authority to deviate and 

the nature of the proposed deviations ani reasons therefor are as 

follows: 

l. Rule 4, Record of' Interruptions 

Rule 4 (a) 1 as j~t appears in the 0 rder, reads 
as follows: 

t'f(a) Arly gas utility 'contemplating an inter
rup~ion ~o service on its entire system or in any 
major district thereof shall first submit its 
plans to the Commission for approval.~ 

It is applicant f s position that Ulder its operations as a 

wholesaling company the interpretation of an interruption of service 

is not too clear. Appl~cant points- out that it is necessary at times 

to shut down some of its major transmission lines for maintenance 

work or other causes, but that such operation would not affect· its 

deliveries of gas to Southern California Gas Company or Southern 

Counties Gas Company of California as the gas supply could .be 

maintained from other sources or through other pipelines of applicant .. 

In some instances· customers of the distributing companies, 

Southern California Gas CODlpany and Southern Counties Gas Company 

of California, are supplied directly from transmission lines·of 

applicant, through facilities owned by the distributing companies. 

v!hen these transmission lines are shut down it is applicant's conten

tion that in a number of instances only a few customers would be 

affected', which rais~$ the ques.tion as to what interruptions. should be 

reported. Applicant believes that this should be clarified 'by the 
; 

deviation granted under Rule 4(b). 

Since the above rule 4(a) applies to interruptions of 

service on the entire system or any major district, it is the opinion 

of this Commission that an interruption of this magnitude on the sys

tem of applicant is very remote. There£orc 1 a deviation would not 

be necessary in this instance as applicant, except under extreme 
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"' .. ,', " .'" ... 
circumstances', could maintai'nseroce 'to 'either, Sout"hern 'California 

Gas Company 'or South~rn ;counties 'Ga~s C'ompai.y ;o:f·Cal'~.forn'ia :b.y 
• • ." , ; : ' j~", .', ".... • •••• ~ y ...... I •• .'. "'. 

rearrangement 'o.ftbe 'gas supp'ly through its pipeJ.::tnes$;:rom its 

many sO,Urces ''of gas'. 
:Sectibn '~(b:)reads as fo~lows: 

'''4 (b') tach gas utili.ty shall keep a record of 
all interruptions to ~~,rvice on its entire system, 
or in major divisions,' or ,opera.ting dis,tricts 
thereof, including a 'statement of the time, dura
tion and cause, if known, of the interruption. 
Any such interruption.' . .'of over two (2) hours' 
duration shall ber.eport~d to the Commission as 
soon as possible aft~!', its occurrence. TT 

It appears that it would no~ be%2cessary .for applicant 'to 

report to this Commission those interruptions oni'ts system which 

do not affect service to a.ny large number of customers of the, 

distributillg utilities, Southern California Gas Company and Southern 

Counties Gas. Company of California. Therefore, a deviation should be 

granted authorizing applicant to report to this, Commission only 

those interruptions of over two hours' duration which affect 100 

customers or more of Southern California Gas' Company a:n.d/or 

Southern Counties Gas Company of California. As this, procedure is 

the same as that now generally .followed by the distributing com:" 

panies, it appears that applicant's request that it be required to 

report only those interruptions affecting firm customers of, the: 

distributing companies should not be granted. 

2.: Rule 11 ,·Heating Value of Natural Gas and 
Hydrocarbon Ca.s 

Applicant has requested a deviation .from Rule 11 which 

requires that .3. utility shall file with this COmmission as a "part 

of its schedule of rates, rules and regulations, the average total 

heating value of natural gas~ together with the maximum fluctuation 

above or below 'the average heatin.g value which ~'1 be expected of 

the gas supplied by it' 'in each ' division or commum ty served., \':hile 
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applicant is a who,lcsalingp.uolic ,util:i:ty"the Commission is of 
- . 

the op1nionthat,no devi,ation -should ,'be g:ranted and that no hard.ship 

will ,be placed on ,~pplicant ~to set ·forth;in "it,s rates, rules and 

reg~at1ons the ,nominal heating ,value ,of gas ,.supplied from the 

various so~ces or the maximum and ,minimum 'heating values of the 

gas delivered to applicant' s' custome~s_. 

3. Rule 13, Heating Value Tests 
, Seeticn (c) J Natural'Cas and Hydrocarbon Gas 

Applicant has also reque'sted a deviation from Rule 13 (c) 

which provides, for the making and recording of total heating value 

tests ,o-f natural gas received or delivered to it, provided" that 

if the heating value determinations of the s~e gas are satis£ac

t~ri~y made by another utility, t~e$e determinations may 'be used 

for the purpose of this record upon the written approval of the 

Cocmission .. 

Applicant's contention is that there would be a duplication 

of tests if they were required to make heating value tests of the' 

gas delivered to its two customers, Southern California Gas Company 

and Southern Counties. ,Gas Company of California, who also make tests 

of the same gas which they receive from applicant. It appears to 
I 

the Commission that a deviation in this instance is not required as 

the rule now provides that the determinations or the other'utilities 

£or the purpose or the record coul~ be used by applicant upon writ~ 

approv.al, Therefore, this order will provide that applicant may use 

for its ~ports to this Commission the heating value determinations 

of Southern California Gas Corr.",any and Southern Counties' Gas, Company 

of CaJ.!:tfornia which are satisfactorily made of the same gas supplied 

by applicant .. 

4. Rule 15(b), Calorimeter Eguipment 

In Exhibit ~'A", attached' 'CO and. made a part of its appli-
, 

cation" applicant has rec:uested a deviation from Rule l5 (b) 
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'. 

Calorimeter Equipment;' and submits a deviation which is substantially 

the same as l.3(c) permitting the 'USe of heating value de~ermina

tions made by; South~rn Cal:±fornia. Gas Compa~y or Southern C¢unties 

Gas·Company or California of the gas, which is· supplied by applicant. 

With the Commission T s approval of the use of the heating value 

dete~nations by Southern California Gas Company and Southern 

Counties Gas Coml,any of California ... under Section 1.3 (c) 7 it does not 

appear that a deti'ation is nec~ssary to i,e granted from Rule l5 (b). 

5·. Rules -17, 1$ and 19! Standa.rd Ga.s Deli vet;Y. 
Pressure and Maximum, Minimum and Variatlons in Gas 

" , Pressure. i't.u1e 21) lVieters and H.egslators. 

Applicant,has also requested deviations from Rules 177 18 , 

19 and 21 as all of these rules, in its opinion, apply. only to'-' 

distributing utilities ani not to wholesale utili tie s. These rules 

affec~ gas service supplied directly by distributing 'companies to 

domestic, commercial and industrial customers and refer to standard 

pressure, maximum and minimum pressures, pressure variations, and 

service meters and regulators. Deviations from the above Rules 17, 

18, 19 and 21 should be granted. 

6. General Conelusions , \ :, 

Rules 11, l.3 (c), 17, 18·, 19'and "2'l of General Order 

No. 5$-A as now written ·apply to gas utilities supplying gas for, 
, 

I 

or to, domestic, commercial and industrial customers b~ do not 

define what constitutes the supplying utility. It is applicant's 

opinion that said rules are inoperative so far as applicant's 

present business is concerned, but to clarify the matter and to 

eliminate any doubt, applicant desires that an order be made per ... 
i . 

mitting it to deviate from these rules. It is the opinion of this 
I 

Commission that Rule 11, which contains the clause, "Ea.chgas utility 

supplying natural gas or hydrocarbon gas for domestic, commercial 

or industrial purposes., rr would be app.licable to this utility and 
I 

therefore, as previously stated, no deviation will be granted •. 
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Rule 13(c), which provides for heating value tests by 

each gas utility supplying natural· gas for domestic, commercial 
I , ~. ' 

and"'industrial purposes, would be 'applicable to this company as. 
'. " . .. : ..... 

) . such g~s is supplie.d for these purposes, and no deviation is 
. \. '.: ,~" 

granted in this instance •.. 

Rw.e 17 refers to the establishment of a standard delivery 
, ,~,' .. 

pressure by gas ~tilities supplying gas for domestic ar.d commercial 

purposes, but 1.t is the a.pparent intent of the rule to· apply only 

to direct service to. such customers ... Since applicant dO(lS not, 

under its present operations, supply such customers directly, a 

deviation will be granted. 

, I' ,~' 

Rules 18 and 19, regarding the gas pressure supplied bt 

a distributing utility to domestic or commercial customers, would 

apply only to distributing companies and not to ap?licant. 

Therefore, deviations wj.ll be granted· for these two rules. 
".'1 , Rule 21 concerns the ownerShip and location of meters and 

regulators used in supplying. gas to domestic, commercial, and 

industrial customers and is inapplicable to the present operations 

..... : of applicant. Therefore,. t:~e requested deviation will be grantee.. 

The above-mentioned deviations· will be applicaole only as 

long as applicant is operating as a wholesaling gas· utility 

supplying only two customers, Southern California Gas Company and 

Southern Counties Gas Company of California. 

Except for the. deviations granted in this order, General 

Order No. 58-A will remain in full force and effect • . 
After consideration or all the evidence presentee, the 

Commission is of the opinion that the deviations· authorized herein . . 

are reasonable. 
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o R D E R - - .... --
':-•• ' ~ ..... ::.... '> "'~ \ 

I."' .. , 
.::;.~ .. y . '·i,,~!:· ... '~: "'j.' ~ •• ', . ., '. ~ ; 

._'';." ,,'r ,'" ",' . , .. Pacific Lighting Cas. ,Supply .. ~ompany haviDg applied to this 
, . ... .. ' ,'. " ~. '. . . 

'. COrumission for. arl: order authori~i.Dg; ,ce,r:t,ain ,deyiations from 0en.eral 
• .' I ' •• ' •• • • 

.. '.. I \ 

Order No .. 5S-A, Standards 1"or Gas. Service in the State,.of. California" 
. _ .' j ~, I I' • '. J', 'r 

a public he.aring having been held, the DlQ.tter having been submitted 
'.'. ' ~.'. ..:' ••• -'," '- • ~ • , I,',· I 

and, n,ow being, ready for .deciSion, 
'..... ,'. ,," t' '., 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Pacific Lighting. Gas Supply 
, . /'. . , 

. . 

Company be and it is hereby authorized to deviate from the pro-
~ • , I • ' ." , " ~ • I '. I ' • 

visions of General Order NO.,5S-A in the following particulars and .' , ,. 
'. 

under the conditions herein specified: 
" I' " " ..... , • I ,'.. • ..... ; 

1. Rule 4'(i?:L . Record of ,Int'en.uptions 

Deviation from this rule is denied • 
. ... 

.. - 2. Rule 4(b~,' Record of Interruptions 

Interruptions referred to in this· rule zhall be reported 

,':. ..• :-.::-.-:.~t? the Commission only when such interruptions are of ~. two-hour 
.,' \r'. ", ,." 

duration or over, resulting. in an interruption of gas service to " ., , 
" I ,t 

100 custon.ers or more of Southern Californ.ia Cas. Company and/or ~ 
~ ,., : .... ,1, •• , 1.:,:', ''I ____ 

" ' . S~uthern Counties Gas Company of California. 
, ' However, records 

'" 

shall b~ kept by applicant of all interruptions to service o~ the 
. ,J • ~. , ' ... " " 

.. /' 
• ~ '.' I, 

'.. .j 

,. entire, .sy.s:t~m or in major divisions or operating district.s thereo1", 
.... ~. '.,;', . • I • II. 

.i~.c~uding a statement of th'e time, duration, ~nd cause, if known, 
I .. ',,1., . , • .. , . " ~ . 

of the interruption as now required b1 this rule. 
".,,' " 

-;:,<Ji::~tii-e>ii';~: Hea'ting Value of Natural Gas and· 
Hydrocarbon Gas 

I''''', 

·7 ...... 

'-, 

, • I.:' .~. I' 

Devi'ation fro~ this rule is denied. 
,+- ";;'':'-':'''_'.;.,~:..~l ..•.. ,. :,1 • 

J... .. ':Rulell~!3{c) 1 H~:lting 'Value Tests I N:p.tural Gas· 
and Hydrocarbon Gas 

Deviation, from this rule .is denied; however, applicant 
., . I I. ~ '. I • v,,' . 

m~y be relieved of".making duplicate tests or gas which it supplies 
~'. I :':' "·.';···:~~"·~''''I'' i",I';' .' ,~ t.' 

to Southern California Gas Company and Southern Counties Gas ~ompany 
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of California,,. and, in lieu thereof J may substitute tests made by . . 

these two utilities in its reports to the Commission. 
"" " 

5. Rule li(b), Calorimeter Esuipment 

Deviation from this rule is denied. 
I'''' .',' 

6. Rules 17, 18 and 19, Star,dard Gas Deliv~p" 
ISres ·ure ~£aximum and lVlinimum and Variatl.on 

Rule , Me~ers and 

Deviation is granted to applicant fro~ these rules as they 

appl~!.,~~Y."to utilities supplying gas service directly to domestic, 

comme~eial, and industrial customers. 

7. Except for the deviations and modifications herein 

granted, General Order No. Se-A remains in full force and effect. 

The erreetive date or this order shall be twenty days 

after the date he~ ~. 
11d Dated at ax' \ ""1'1.~,6~..1/"1' ,California, thi3 ,,£,2-

day of 7\1 a~1! 4;;.,) , 1953" 
I 

" .. ' ' ... ' .?residen 
.'- ".<" 


