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Jp~mcs.'M. Thueson;' ~tornoy rorcomplo.in~nt. , 
Pillsou..."7'" ~d1soti'& Sutro, by Noble 'K. Grcgorz 

tor defondCU'lt.:: ' 
Q.J .. Q.~:M, City .Attorney ot Fresno for- City o~ 

Presno end City of Fresno Polico Deportmont, 
1nterestod par"~1es. '. 

OPINION - _ .................... 
Tho compl~1nant heroin is tho oporo.tor ot the promises 

, • < .-

known ns tho tfy~.y H~to:Lff: lOcc.ted C'.t 1226 !£ Stz'cot, Frosno, 

C~11fornia. Tel~phonc servicc is furnished by defcnd~t to co~ 

p:'~,inMt et the c:bo·/c .C'.cdross 'Wlaor tho number Frosno4-o274. 

The complo.int o.lleges thnt pr10r to July 17, 195'3, COl'Jl:

pl~iJ:lant Wf'!.S n subscriber Md uso:r- of toleph.one service furnishod by 

defondr:nt ct the address Md undor the numbor .:tbove spoc:fi.f'icd. It. 

furthcr ~lleges thct On or ~bout July l7, 1953 the telephone' 

!~c11ities of complci~t woro disconnected by n ~ombor o~ tho 

police dcp~rt~o~t of the City of Fresno who cle1mod Saidtolophono 

:~cilities wore being used by compl~1nant for illognl purposos., 

n~ly, solic1t~t1on for prostituti¢n, which chcrges ere ~d ~t ~ll 
" . 

'times hav~ been 'Ill:rtr.uo. It is ~.llogod :f'urthor that complc.1nallt will 

suffer irroparable in'jury md ho,rds·hip .~s ~ rcsul t of being doprivod 

of saim telephone t~ci!itios ~h1ch ere noccsscry be~~usc ot.· 
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complc.,1no.nt,ls pl,ysic",l condition to onable her to m:lke calls to ',' 

doctprs ~~d to tr~s~ct other legit1anto 'business. Rostornt1on o~ 
',1' .. 

~~he,tel?pho~a fnc111ties' under number Fresno 4-0274 w~s requested. 

On ll.ugust 2" 195'3', by Docision No. l,.90l7,; in Case " 

No. 5487, the Commissio~ issuod an ordor gr~ting tompor~ry intorim 

relict directing tho, detcnd~nt compcny to rostore telophone servico 

to cocpl.;'l..1nant ponding he~ring on so1d complnint. 

~ public hocring wos hold on Septc~ber 11, 1953 in Frosno 

before Ex~minor HowQrd,~t which time end place oVid once was odduced 

~nd tho ~ttorsubm1ttod. It is now ro~dy for eec1sion~' 

The,cocpla1nant testified that she operated a 27-room 

hostel known as the May Hotel at 1226 R Stre~t in Fresno. She 

's£~ted that six ot the rooms she uses tor her own living quarters 
. , 

~rid the telephone having number Fresno ~-0274 is situated in such 

quarters.. She said that she was in her rooms ~ost of the time 

because she is crippled with arthritis but that she pe:rmitted tenants 

to come into her living crea to usc the telephone. Complainant 
, 

testified that such telephone hed nevor been used for any unlttWful 

purpose to her knowledge. 
. 

Four police officers ~nd the Chicf of Polico of Fresno 

g~vo testimony concerning tho M~ Hotel. Tho first officer testified 

th~t in J~nUk~ry of 1951 he participated in 3 r~id on the hotel ~d 
, . 

~rrested a woman working there,~ whom complainant said was a tr~iont 

employed as a Aousomc.id. Tho wo~n arrested w~s ch~rgGQ With 

prostitution ~.nd tl.ccording to: the Witness later ploo.dcd guilty. 

The second po11'cemao;: to testify told of :l v-lsi t to th.e 

M~y Hotel in August of 19S1. wl:lc'n !l womC'.n Was o.rrestod in tho garage 

in b~ck of tho premisos ~nd' cno.rgod with Vttgrrulcy nnd held :for 

quartl.nt1no. Eo st~tod'. that" ho inspected, tho hotel thoroughly on . " 

" , 11-' 

thnt ocCt":Sion out saw ,no roomers nor 'eny Sign that thoro had boen 
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occupants living therein. He; sn1d all of th.e beds were made z,nd tho 

clos~ts wore empty. 

Tho third officer to be a witnoss told of Visiting th.e 

M~y Hotel on May 28, 1953 wh¢n ho succeeded in obtoining admission 

a.:f'tor shOwing 1denti:f'icc.tion to complainont through n· sliding po.nol 

in the door ~.t the top ot tho second floor. Ho w~s shown 1n1;o """ 

roo~ whore he waited ~ short tiree until ~ youngwotk~n came in who 

told' him he must pey five dollc.rs. Tho "fitness did so with c: mo.rked 
" . 

$5 bill And was told to w~1t c few minutes. This wo~ returned 

after c short intcrvcl and removed her clothing. Tho Witness thon 

crrostcd her. Th~re~ter, this witness end ~othcr officor sc~hcd 

tho pre%:lisos but were Ullilble to filld the marked money. Tho;wolZl..-:ll in 

question waz not prosecuted. , .. 
Tho fourth pOlico officer to testify w~s tho' one who 

~ssisted ~n tho sellrch of the V~y Hotel on ~y 28, 19,3. H~ statod 

he h",d cnot:kcd the premises at lo~st o.o.co ~ week during the dc.y 

sl~ce thp.t time in tho course of his duties with tho Vice squ~d end 

had nover seen roomers therein. He ht\s tried. sovorol ,timoS" at " 

night to &11n p,dmittoncc, so ho st.?tcd, but without success. Tho 

streot doo:r '. he sc.ys, is lo~kod at 6 :30 p.m., no one :lnSWcrs knocks .. 

thereon or the oell and no light ccn be soen in the hotel from 

outSide. 

The Fresno Polico Chief testified th~t nuoorous roports 

hed been received thct the Mcy Hotel wc.s 'being used. tor purposos 

ot prostitution end th~t ho h~d.hod it under surve1113nce fo~ so~e 

two and a half years. He stcted thct ~~tor trying tor ~bout ~ 

Clonth an opcrc.t1vQ succoodod bY' to-lophono in tulkilJ.g ~ appoint:cent 

et tho May Hotel. He st~tod this opcr~t1vo would h~ve boon willing 

to tostify but he wcs dr~ftcd into the Ar.cy a.nd was no longer 

av~il~blc. Tho Ch1cf stilted thnt he boliovee tho ~y Hotol Wo.$ 
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being operntce on ::t "sneck" bnsis tf'by n solect group cli~ntclc"' tor . . ··,r' 

. purposos c: ptost1 tut10n nnd' thct H cont~cts nre l:lc,de ovor tho phono,." 
, , '. . ." 

BY .. lotter: c1~.tod July 8, 1953 he so .:!.c,visod tho do!ond~nt ·coc.p~ 

~ne rcque~tcd th~t telophone ~erv1cc be ~1sconnoctcd in ac¢ord~co 

with Decision No. ~1~i5' ~£. tne C31iforni~:Public Utilities Coooission. 

Def'end~nt ~1'ter rc~civing such. letter (Exhibit No. 2'in 

this c~sc) advisod cocpl~in~nt that hor tolephone f~cilitics would 
. ' .. .,.' " ~ 

'f , ' • 

be eiscon.."loctod Md subsequently did CC.U$O' service to be cf.scon-

ti~uod. The dcfend~nt coc.pcny takes the position thct it acted 

upon ret"lscnablc caus,o in so' disconnecting sc.:1.d tolephono: s'0rv:ice. 

Arter fully reviowing tho evidonce ot record the 

CODOis~ion is 'of tho opinion ~e fines th~t the defendant COc.p~1S 

action in disconnecting the telephone service in quosti:~m wt'-s b.?scd 

upon rc~s~n~blo cnuse ns th~t tore is used in Decision No. 4l41" 

ec.tee April 6, 1948, ill Cc:se No. >+930 (l.f.7 C~l. P.U.C~ 853). 

It is further foune thct though it ~.y be suspected or 

in!erl."ee tht-'.t ;'pros ti tut'ion hcs boon prC'.c.t1ced c.t tho ~y Hotel, tho 

0vi~ence 1n;th1s'c~$e £o.11s to estnblish that the telephone facili

ties 'Uncal" nUJ:lbcr Fresno 4-027>+ ~.ro "Ol" .. woro used for tho purpozo of 

'pror:lot1ng prostitution 'or ~s en 1nstruo.cntclity to V'101t\to or to 
I ' •• 

c.ic! ane. nbot the violrition of the' ~ lm.v. Cons e quontly , it is found' 

that the cOQpl~.ina.nt :1s anti tlod' to c"ntinuo to receive teleph.one 

servico in eccorc.cnce with clcfondc.nt r s filed tcr1f!' ratos ~.nd: rules .. , ' 

~c:. the ',Oxisting cpplicc.ble lC'W' ~nc~ thc.t tho' orccr'.grrult1ng te:o:por~ 

intv,riI:l: rvl1o,r shoulc.be 'osdo pereaJ:lont • 

. . ' .. 
ORDER, ... -. .. - ...... I • 

" , .. ' 
I I .-

The coriplcint ofCeli.?, Berg' ~g~inst The 1'cc'i:£'1c. Tol~ph~no 
. " 

~ .. "ld 'To'legrnph COOP\lXlY h~V1ll:g boen tiled." public ha~r:tng ha~.1ng beon 

. hcl(~ thoreon, tho oo.tter n~w' being re~c:.y f,or' c:oc:t'~ion "'~Jlc: ·tno:':·::, 
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Cocni~$ion boing fully ~~visod in tho precise: ~nC b~sing its 

eccision'upon tho evidenco of rocorc in'this c~sc, 

IT IS ORDERED, thct tho oreor or this COcciss1on in 

Decision r~o. '+90l7, 'clC'.toc. l:.ugust 25', 195'3, in C~so No. "5'487,. 

tooporeri1y· res,toring tolophono sorvico to coc.pl~1ncnt, J.s. c'ont1nuod 

ane' tlC.eo por::mncnt.' 

IX IS~' FORl'EER ORDERl:IJ) that s~ic1 telephone service, in 

quc:sticn is to bo pr'oviced in rtccorc.t'.nco with dofonc1~.nt t Si tilo<.: 

tc.ritt rntos ~nc rulos"ind the ex1s.t.1ng ~pp1ico.ble lnw. 

The or!oct~ve datoot this order sh~ll be twonty e~ys 

'., .. _- ....... -....... 

Col:ll:l1ss1onors 


