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BEFORE TEE' PURLIC UZILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIL

/

CZLIL BERG, -

PO N -~

Complaimant,
vs. :

TEE PACIFIC TELEPAONE AND .
TELEGRAFE COMPLNY, o coxporation,

-

~

.\vav' VW\V_V\J'\)"

Case No, 5487

P N WL

“=~ -~ Defendant.

s~

dames M. Thucsen, attorney for compleinant. - .

Pillsbuzy, Madisén*& Sutro, by Noble X. Gregsory
for defondant. - |

L. M. Ozas, City Attormey of Frosno for City of
resno and Cilty of Presno Polico Dopartmont,
intercsted partics. .

. Tho complainont heroin is the operator of the premises
known as the ﬁxay'Hgtolm located at 1226 E Streot, Frdﬁno, |
Colifornia. Tclgphonc sexrvice is furnishcdrby défcndant to com-
pieinant ot the sbove addross under the number Frosno 4-027k, ,

The complaint alleges that prior to July 17, 19533'c6mh

inent was o subseriber and user of tolophbnO-sorvicc fﬁfniéhcélby
defondant at the address and under the naber zbove speeificd. It
further alleges that on or about July 17; 1953 the toloﬁhoﬁo
facllitics og_complainnnt were diﬁconnoctod by o momboer of tho
police dcpafﬁmogt of the City of Frosno who eledmod said’tblophbno
facilities WOre bc;ng used by complainant for illegal purbosos,
nemely, solicitatiqp for prostitution, which charges are and ot all
vimes have beon umbtruc. It is alloged further that cqﬁplainant will
suffer 1r&cparable injury and hordship as = rosult of beiﬁg doprivod 

of said telephone facilitics which Gre nocessary beocouse of
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complainant's phyeiéﬂl'éon&ition to‘cﬁhblc her to make calls %o .
~doctors and £o transact other lcgitimntc business. Roetorationlbf'
the tclephone facilitics under numbor Fresno 4¥=0274% was requested,

On Lugust 25, 1953, by Docision No. %9017m in Cas ,
No. 5487, the Comm¢suicﬂ iosued an ordor grznting tompornry intorim
relief dirceting tnc,dcfcndant company to rostorc teclophone service
<o complainant pending hearing om said complaint.

4 pudblic nearing was hold on Scpﬁepber 11, 1953 in Frecno
before Examiner Howard at which time and place evidence was adduced
and the méttor,submittod. It is now roady for dccisionf

The-compléinant testifled that she operated a 27-room
hostel known as the May Hotel at 1226 K Street in Fresno. She
'svated that six of the rooms she uses for her own living quarters
and the telephone having number Fresno 4~027% is situated inm such
quarters.. She said that she was in her rooms most of the %ime
because she 1s crippled with arthritis dut that she permitted tenants
0 come into her living area to use the tclephone.' Complainant
testified that such telephone had mever been used for any unlawful
purpose to her knowledge. ,

Four police officers and the Chicf of Police of ?rcsno
gave testimony concerning the May Eotel. The first officor tostified
that in January of 1951 he participated in a raid on the hotel and
arrested a2 woman working there,, whom comploinant said was a transiont
employed as 2 housemazid. The woman arrested was charged with
prostitution and according to: the witness later pleaded guilty.

The sceond policeman: 4o tesfify told of a visit to the
May Hotel in Auguét of 1951 whon a woman was arrested in tho gorage
in back of the premises and' charged with vagrancy and held for
quarantine; Ho stated: thet' he inspected the hotel thoroughly on

tant occasion but Saw’ no roomers nor eny sign thet there hed boen
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occupants living therein. He: said all of the beds were made 2nd tho

closets wore cmpty.

Tho third officer to be 2 witncssltold of visiting the
Mey”Hofél on May 28; 1953 when he succeeded in obtaining admission
alter showing identification to complainant through a sliding panel
in the door at the tqp'of the sccond floor. Ho was shown into a.
room where he waitcd a short time wntil 2 young woman camc‘in who
told him he must pey flve dollars. The witness did so with z marked
$5 vL1l ~And was told to wait.a fow minutes. This woman roturned
after a‘short intervel and removed her clothing., The witness thon
arrested her. Thereafter, this witness and another officer scarched
the premiscs but were unable o find the marked moncy. The. wonan in
guestion was not prosceuted. -

The fourthr police officer to testify was the one who
assisted in the scarch of the May Hotel on May 28, 1953. He statod
ho had cﬁcpked the promises at least onco o week during the day
since that}timc in the course of his dutics with the viee squad and
had never seen roomers thercin. He has triecd several %imas at
night to galn admittance, so ho stated, but without success. The
street doof,‘he says, 1s locked at 6:30 p.m., no one answers. knocks:
thercon or the bell anc no light can e scen in the hotci‘from
outside.
| The Frosno Police Chief tostificd that numerous roports
had been reecived that the Moy Hotel was boing used for purposcs
of prostitution and that ho had.had it wnder surveillance for some
two and 2 half years. Ee stoted that aftor trying for sbout a2
nonth an operative succooeded by toiophonc in moking an appointment
et the Mey Hotel. He stoted this operative would have beoen williag
To testify but he was drafted into the Army 2nd was no longer
availablc. The Chicf stated that he belicved tho May Hotel was
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bcing opcrxtcc on a "sneck! basi° "by o soleet @roup elicntele™ for

- purposes of prostituxion and that "contocts are mede ovor the phono.”

By lotter. d‘ted July 8, 1953 ho so advised the defendant company

and rcquc*ted that tclephonc °crvicc be disconnected in accordance

with Decision No. 41415 of the Californis Public Utilities Commission.
| Defendant after rccciving such letter (Exhibit No. 2'in

this ca e) aavised compluznunt that her tolopnonc facilities would

be eiaconncctod and subs cqucntly did causo’ scrvico to be aiscon-

tinued. The defondant compaﬁy takoes the position that it acted

upon reascnable cause in so disconnccuing said tolcphona Jrvice.

Aftcr fully roviewing the evidence of record the T
Commisgion is of tho opinion and finds that the defendant company’s
action in disconﬁécting.thc telephone service in questinsn was based
ﬁpon reasmnable cause as that term is used in Decision No. %1415,

dated April 6, 1948, in Case No. 4930 (47 Cal. P.U.C. 853).

It is further found that thougn it may bBe zuspected or
inferred thot prcﬂtitution has been practiced at the May Hotel, the
cv:ccncc inrth case falls to ostablish that the tolcphone faelli-
*ioe uncer mmber Frosno M-OZ?# are” or wero used for the purpo,c of
'promoting prostitution or os an 1natrunyntulity to violate or %o
ald ané abet the violation of the law. Consequontly, it is found
that the complainantTié ontitled to continmue to recoive telephono
servico in eccordence with defondont's f£iled toriff rates end rules

,rc tho oxisting uppliceblc low and that the order grﬁnting tomporany
intordn: rcliof shoulé bc mpco pernanont.

4

Q.R. DER.

The comnlgint of Ccliq Borg ﬂgginat Thc P~cific Tolephone
ond xclcgr“ph Company Having bocn £4lcé, public hc*ring having bcon

‘hcl€ horcon, the netter now ‘being realy for cocigion and the!
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Comnission boing fully advised in the promiscs and basing its
dccision'ﬁpon the ovidence of record in this case,

I7 IS ORDERED,that tho order of this Commission in
Deeision No. h9017, dated fugust 25, 1953, in Casc No, 5487,
tomporarily- restoring tolophone sorviec to complasinant is continued

ané' npde permancent.

IT IS"FURTHER ORDERED that said telophone service in

Quosticn is to bo proviced in aceordance with dofendantls f£iled

tariff rates and rules-and the cxisting applicable law.
The offoctive date of this order shall be twenty cays
after the date hcrco{// - T -
Doted at NAPm Yk posr 0 A2, California, this o077
oy of ?y{ T I ——

nfiﬁ, /Uéj , 1953.
7

Comilssionors

Complssloner .. Harole P. Buls | veliug
nacsssarily absent. daid not. par‘ciupa'co
in whe gisposi ..io::. of this procm;.ng.




