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Decision No.

BEFORE THE' PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

. i

ANNA GOLD,

Complainant,

VS

2LCIFIC T“LBPHONB AND TELHGRAPH COMPANY
(Fresno Branch),

Case No. 5430

Defendant.

[ . - o

Nathan Guthertz attornej for complainant

Pilisbury, Modison & Sutro, by Noble X. Gregg_z
for-defendant.

c. M. Ozias, City Attorney of Fresno for City of
Fresno ana CLty of Fresno Police Department,
interested parties., ’

Complainant ic the operator'of a rooming house, known
as the "Rainbow Rooms" located at 1428 Tulﬂrc Street, Frosno,
California. Tclcphonc scrvicc is furnished by deferdant to com=
plainant at the abovo premiacs under the numbcr Fresno 4-4289.

On or about. July 15, 1953, tho ddmplﬂlndnt recoived a
letter from defenda nt informing her thdt “tho tolephone hcrcinbeforo
mentloned wzs to be discomncected beecause. defendant had bocn advised
that such tolcphoncbwasficing‘uscd as. an instrumontality to
violate or to ald and ahet the violation of the law. The' compleint
filed hercin, on July:31l, 1953, 2lleged the status of complaindnt, |

the receipt of the letter from defendant and the diwconnoction by
| defendant, on July ;7,'1953, of, said telephonc facilities. It
further alleged "tbatgcompld;bggt hes not, ot any time, used, or
attompted to use, thd”dommuniqétion fadd%;ticb”of defondant
company, 2s an inétrumontali;y7to viola@éngr;tdwaid‘and cbet the

-

-1-




C~5430 SL .

violation of the lcw" 1nd, furthor, hﬂt compl nant becouse of her
physical condition wil | ufror irreprreblo injurios and dameges
beecause of tho disconnootion of sadd tolophono facillitles. Restora~-
tion of *ho tolephono fxcilitios undor nueber Fresno 4-%289 we
requested.
On August 6, 1953, vy Dectsion Mo. %8920 in Case

No. 5480, the Commi°sion issucd ~n order granting temporary interim
relief dirocting tho dcfondgnt compary to restore telophome service
to complainont ponding hea aring on said compleint.

A public ho ring was held on Soptombor 10, 1953 in Fresno

before Examiner Howard when and where ovidonce was reccived and the

matter duly submittod. it is E?w roady for declsion.

COmplainont testifiod that she operated & rooﬁing houso'at
1428 Tuluro Streot in Fresno, which contained l7‘room and her own
living quartoro. In the latter was located the telephkone having tho
numbor Frosno 4-4289. The witnoss stated that on the fow occasions
wacn she left the promisces the telophone, which had an oxtension
cord, wos placed in the hall outside her door so that it could bo
used by tenents in case of omergoncy. Complainant testiflod that tho .
tolephono in quostion hgd never to her knowledge boeon used for any ‘
unl wiul purposo.

Ln officcr of the Frosmo Police Dopartmont tostificed that
onc night in March of 1953 it was reported that a woman was soon
going in and out of bafo in the vicinity of the "Rainbow Rooms®
and then into that rooming house. He stated that ho and another
officer investigatod the arca but sew nothing suopicious. However,
they ontcrod complainantts rooming house and with hoxr coopera tion
gearched all of the roome thcroin. All were occupied by rogiotcrod
nale rosmers oxccpt one, in which they discovercd o fully olothod,

- unmarried 22-ycar-old, white, fomale reading a magazine. It was
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stated that she had beon staying in the rooming houso‘fo; fhree"days

and had come froﬁ.Sah Fioﬁoisco._ The witness testified this woman
was charged dith vagrancy. .

The Chief of Police of Freono tootified that reports had
been received that the "Rainbow Rooms" were being used for purposes
of prostitufioh a2nd -that a prostito;e.was using the telephone in tho
premiﬁeé to meke éppoinxments. He stated thet he Qroto a letter on
July 8, 1953, ﬁxhibit No, 2 in this case, %o the dofendont'company
ud‘visiné that inyostig 2tion of repeated rugors disclosed that the
telephone communication facilitles at 1428 Tulere Street, Froono,
were being used to promote proetitution and roquoeting that tolophono
service be disconnceted at that address in'ﬂccordonco wi*h Docision
No. 41415 of the Califoernia Public Utilitios Commi sion.

Dofond nt as & rosult of rccoipt of tho Letter from the
Caief of Police wdvi cd complafoant thht“fho tolephone facilitios
would be d;scontinuod ana uubsoquontly torminatod the service.

It is the pooition or tho dofondant tolophono company that 1t acted
upon ronooneblo causo in d;sconnoctinglooid tolophono/oorvico.

Aftor thorough con°idor tlon of the ovidonco of' rocord
tho Comm¢soion is “of tho opinion and finds that the dorcndanz
compa:y's action in difoonnecting the tolephone serwice in question
was ba sod upon ro*sonublo cause ao that tora 1s used in Decision
No. l&-l’-;-lS, da tod Ap:cil é, 1948 m Casc No. 4930 (47 Cal. P.U.C. 853}.

It is furthor found that thoe eovidonce of rocord falls 4o
cstablish that the telephone faclilities under number Fresne 4%289
are or wore used as an instrumentality to violate or to aid and abet
the violation of tho law. Consequently, 1t is found that the com-
plainant is ontitled to contimme to rocoivo,tolophono service in
cecordance with defendantts £iled tariff rotos and rules énd the
existing applicable law and thet the order granting tompor.ry
interim rolief should be made pcrm:nont.
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The complaint of Lnna Gold sgainst The Pacific Tolophone:
and Telegraph Company hoving boon filed, public hearimg having-been.
held theroon, the matter now being ready for decision and the
Commission being fully advised in the promiscs and basing its
decision upon the evidence of record in this case,

IT IS ORDERED that the order of this Commission in
Decision Fo. 48920, dated fLugust %, 1953, in Case No. 5480, s
continucd and made permancnt, .. !

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that said tolephone service here in
question is %o be provided in accordonce with defondantls £1ilod
vtariff rates and »ules and tho existing applicable law,

The effcetive date of this order shall be twenty days

after the date hercof.. ,

- ‘
‘ ) %
Datod at, ﬁi:.iiﬁ;,,JAJMV s California, this 7% 4

day of ’/’&‘:w//n- .y 1953. .
Nskios B .“@;msmfﬂ
, i iA.!!!{;CZZ;;/

-

Commissioners

dereld F. Hula
Commliacioner
nocessarily abeent, did nov particirate
" 4n the disposition ¢f this proceeding. |




