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Decision No. _____ _ 
• ... f, t. .. 1:" ~~ . . 

BEFORE THE' PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION, OF' !EE. S'XATEOF CALIFOBNIA 
.' , 

ANNA GOLD, '" 

Complainant, 

) 
) 

':,.,' ) , . 
: ,I, ) 

V C"'·· W'. ) 
) 

PACIFIC TZLEPHONE AND TELEGR1.PH COMPANY) 
(Fresno Branch), ' , . ) 

Case No. Slr80\ 

\ 

) 
Defendant • ) 

• j" ,.-

' __ ~.~ ..... ~ •. '1'····.. ..".: 

Nathan Guthertz, attorney ~or compl:l~nant.· 
Pills bury, M.ad1s on & Sutro:, "by Noble ,1(': Gregory 

fOl"';"-de1"endant. .', 
c. M.. Ozias, City f .. ttorney or Fresno ":f:or City of 

Fresno ~nd City of Fresno Police Department, 
interested parties. ' . . 

.. " . 

Complainant·· is the operator 'of 0. rooming house, known' 

~s the !fRainoow Rooms',' locD.ted at 1428 Tulare, ,Street·, Frosno, 
.' , 

C~.lifornia'. Tolep~_one serv1ce is furm:shed 'by dC£end3nt' to com-
. '" . 

plainant at tho, abov,o premises' u.ndor tho number Fresno l.j.-4289. .. " , 

.' .. '! ,;. ,'".1 

On or ab01.?-~' July 1" 19,3" t~c complainMt rcco'1ved Ct 
• '" . '. • It 

letter from dcfendC'.ntillforming hor thc.t,' tho tolephono hereinbeforo 
. . 'h-". • 

mentioned W~ to be d:1seonneetod beec.uso·, dei'cndc.nt hc.d boon ~dvised 
- . 

thC'.t such to1ephone 'Wes ' .. being used as, en 1nstrumontCl.11ty to .' . , 

vio1C'.te or to n:td an~ ,,~bet the' 'violation, of tho la'W'. 'The: complc.1~t 

filed herein, on J'~J.y:<3:1, 1953, ~llc,gcd the stctus of compl~:tn:~ht, 

the receipt of the lC"tt:cr from der.cndD.nt~nd the disconnoction by 

dofendnnt, on July ~?:,1953, of~, snid telephone, tC'.c111t1os. It 

further c.llcgcd !tt~c't,;:complt\in~~t hC'.s not; C'.t ~ time, 'used, or 
! 

~-ttornptcd to uso', tho', .c:ommunic,S'-tion rC.c:,l,~ t1'cfs' ~ot dctendnnt 

compl'.llY, t!S ,en instrumentc.li.~y'·to viola~~,,~r:;t6,c.id' ~d c.bet the 
0'; '". 

:"" 
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.' ','"~ ," , . 
", ., '1",," 

" 

, 
/' '. . "', ~ . '-, "" 

I ~: J • ' • j , 

viol~t1o~ of the- lew" end, further, ,that co~pl~1n~t bec~usG of her 

physiccl cond1t~~n 'Wil{~~t~r 1r;e~~c.bl~ '~lf.jurios ~d d,~g0S 
boccuse 01' the disconnection ot s~1d telephono ,!~ci11t10s. Rcstorc

tion of th~ toi~phone f.~~ili tics undO;' number ~;osno 4-4289 w~s 
• ., I 

.' .. ' req,ucsted. ~ r' 

On lJ.ugus,t 6, 195'3, 'by Decision ~ro. 48920, in CCtSO 
.' ill, '. 

No. 5480, tho Cornmis'sion issued ::ul order grc.nting ,teI!lpornry interim 
. ~.', 

relief directing tho dc!cndcnt: compn.ny to restoro telophono sorv1co 

to compla1ncnt pending hocring on s~id comp1~int. 

A ;~bliC he~ring Wc.s held on September 10, 1953 in Fresno 

beforo Exc.mincr How~rd whon c.nd where evidenco was received end tho 
I~ . I ~ ~ , .,-

!:latter duly submitted. It is rr:::w reo.dy tor decision. 
. " ~. . 

, 'Complain~t testifiod thnt she operctcd c. rooming houso ~t 
Wi '" 

llr28 Tularo'Streot in Fresno, which contc.ined l'b rooms c.nd her own 
; ~ ,'. oj ~ 

living quarters. In tho l~ttcr wns locnted tho telephone hev1ng tho 

nu.::lOor Fres~6··l,.-4289.. The w1 tnoss stc..tod thc.t on the fow oCC~Si0llS 

when she left tho premises the. telephone, which Mod c.."l ~xtcns1on 
,/. , 

cord, w~s placed in tho h~ll outside her door so thot it could bo 

t;,Sod by toncnts in CD-SO of e:oorgoncy. Complo.innnt tostif'10d t~t·tho 
" .. ' , 

telephone 1nquestion hnd nover to her knowledge beon used for ~ ., . 
u.~~wtu1purposo. 

:~ officer of tho Fresno Police Dopnrtmont testifiod t~~t 

one night in March of' 195'3 1 t w~s reported th...~t il womo.n WAS soen 

going in ,~nd out of bnrs in the vicinity of the tfR.,.inbo·N' Rool:lS" 

end thon into th~t rooming house. Ho stntod th~t he ~nd nnother 

officer 1nvestig~tod the' aren but Sc.w nothing suspic1ous. Howover, 

thoy entered cOQ,l~in~"ltls roo~ing houso nnd with her coopor~tion 

se~.rchod 0.11 of the rootls theroin. Jill wore occupiod 'by J!"Ogistorod 

Dale roo~ors except one, in which thoy discovered c fully clothed, 

. unmarriod 22-ye~r-ol~, White, fc~~lo roading a m~g~zino. It w~s 
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stated that she had been :tay1ng in the rooming hous~ to~ three days 
"" . 

and had come l'l'orm San ~ancisco. ~he Witness, testified this woman 

was charged ·wi til vagrancy. 
" 

The Chief of Police of Fresno testified that reports had 

oeen received that the tTRainbow Eooms lr ;N'ere 'being used for purposes 
, 

of prostitution ruldthat a. prostitute ,was us~ the telephone in tho 

premises to mike appointments. He stated that he wrote ~ letter on 
, . 

July 8, 195'3, Exhibit No., 2 in this case., to the dofendant company 
, 

advising that invest1g~tion ot·repectodrumors disclosed that the 

telephone communication facilities at 1~28 Tul~o Street, Fresno; 
, 

were being uscd to promote prostitution etnd roques,ting that telephone 
4 I. ." 

service bcdisconnectod ~t th~t address in cc¢ord~co With Decision 
~" : 

No. 4l415' of the Co.lifornie. Public U:tilit~,es Commission. 
• l, • I ,\0 II ~ , , • 

Defend~nt ~s ~ result or receipt, of' the letter from th~ 
,.' ... : ' :", '. ',:" 1:,. ,. .-~'. '.:"4: .. ",' ~ :. I ":.",. ". ;: 

Chief of Police advised compltl11'1~l'lt tho. t" 'the tolophone, 1",,"c111 ti<ts 
" ", '.:',' ',~ ~,' ~ , .... ". ".~ ,,;'" ~ ... ' "'".r ... 

would be discontinucdruld' subsequently t'crmino.ted the serv1co~ 

It 1$ the POs:tt:1on '~r th; ~i~!O~dd£t' t'~iOPhone comp~ th~t it ~cted 
, ' .... \'~ ';'i" ',' ' '/> ,,;. ' '~.~'~"~: . :\,~/ J" 

upon reasona.ble 'c3use in,'dfsconnecting stlid telophonc)sorvico. 
, ~ I, • "J. " '. I' ':' • ';'... ,....., 

. After ,tho~ough'considerntion ot the erldonco of'record 
. , ..... "~'I '~~ :"~t'\ ' •• ",'.', • . . , 

the COmm1ssion':;s of' the", op1'nion .:md tinds th~t; the dc1"end~t 
I " ~ ," 

compa::yfs action.:.11i;'d'1s,COMcct,11'1g the tolephone serwico in question 
~ " 

I ' '. ~ ~ • , " , . 
'w~sb~sed upon ,rcc.sonc.ble' causo as that term is used in DeCision 

, \ ." . 
,: I 

No. 412,.15', 'dated Ap;11 6, 19l.r8,in C~se No. l.r930 C47 C~l. P.u.c. 8,3). 
.. ,. , '" . 

" .' "', .', "" 

It is rurther found that the eVidonce or recor~ !eils to 

cstnb11sh thnt the tolephone fncil1t1os under number Fresno ~289 

~rc or wore used ~s an instrumentality to Violate or to aid and' ~bct 

the viol~tion of tho l~. Consequently, it is found th~t the com

pl~in~nt is ontitled to continue to roceive, telephone sorv1c~ in 

~ccordonce With defendnnt!s filed t~r1f~ r~tos end rulos ~~d tho 

existing ~ppliccble l~w ~nd th~t tho order gr~nting tempor~sy 

int~rim relief should be mcdc permcnent. 
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Tho compl~int of 1..nnQ. Gold ~.gC\1nst TAO Pc.citic '.to'lophone;. 

and Telegraph COl!lpany iulvil'lg bo"n 1"iled, public heo.ring h?Ving· boon, 

held theroon, the mQ.ttor now being re~dy for decisi6n~nd the 

COI:l:llssion being tully adVisod 'in tho promisos nnd bt\s'i'ng :1. ts 

decision upon the evidence 01" ,re'cord in thic CCl,'SC, 

IT IS ORDERED th~t the order of this COmmission in 

Decision No. l.t-8920, dcted J .. ugust l.j., 19.5'3, in Cnso No. 5480; . is" ' 
continued ~nd mndc p¢~nont. , . 

IT IS FORTEER ORDERED th~t said telephone service here in 

question is to be provided in ~ccordc.nco with de:rond~nt's filed 

tnr1fi' rates and rules and tho existing ~p1iccb1e l~~ 

The effective d~te or this order sh~ll be twonty dcys 

atter tho date hereof'.'· , 
-~ -? . ,""'9 ~ Dated at', %_. ~h'N';/4~'" , Cc.lifernic., this _./~' ___ _ 

dey of .L-*/;;..a-"?~ " 195'3. 

Comm1ss1oners 

~I;lrolc. ?~ rlul::l 
CO'Clll1$:ionor ................................ ~ •.•. " "ooir:g 
noe~soo.ril:7 :;.bccr::t. a.i,:!' no".: ~l!'t~~l:.3.te 

. in the d.ls:po:J! tlon c! thls Jlroc(;Qd.l~g .. 
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