A
Decision No. _%g_{-é?__

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF TBE STATE OF CALIEORN;A

In the Matter of the Suspension and )
Investigation on the Commission's own )
wmotion of Proposed Schedule entitled )
"Special Service', Original Cal. P.U.C.)
Sceet No. 4-W, filed by San Jose )
Water Works. . )

Case No.15&99

Verner R. Muth, for the Commission stafs.

Robert 1. Lipman, of McCutchen, Thomas, Matthews,
Griffiths & Greene, for San Jose Water Works.

fdma ¥. Feehan, E. E, Dadmun and Joseph J. Beatty,
in propria personae, Louis Heilbron, for
Yehudi Menuhin, and George Britfon, for
State Division of Forestry, interested parties.

The Commission, on Septemﬁg?'i} 1953, suspended, as
contrary td.tpe utility's filed rulés; a s§écial service'schedu%z}
bresented by San Jose Water Works for filing on August 12, 1953,
in purported compliance with ordering paragraph (%) of Decision
No. 48847, dated July 21, 1953, in Application No. 34143, This
investigation was concurrentl& instituted into %he propriety and
reasonableness of the proffered schedule and was submitted for
decision Septemder 14, 1953, following a public hearing held ab
San Franciseo before Commissioner Potter and Examiner Grcgér?;

Decision No. W8847 issued in a proceeding filed by the
company seeking authority to caréy out a contract with Santa Clara
Valley Vater Comservation District for relocation of the company's

fac;litics in Los Gatos Creek occasioned by the district's chington

iy

Adviee Letter No. 10, Speeial Serviee Schedule, Cal. P.U.C. Shoet
No. bW and Supplemental Advice Letter, f£iled August 24, 1953,




Dam Project. The company also réquested authority to transfer certain
lands to the distriet for reservolr purposes.

The Lexington Dam Projcet had been virtually completed
when the company first brought the matter formally to the Commission's
attention by filing ifs application. A fow consumers, including
the Lexington School and the Alma Fire Station, formefly'scrved
frow the company's Alma Distribution Main 1ocated.along the old
state highway and now inundated by the roscrvoir,'since about
Janvary of this year have been receliving water from the districs
through a new 6" main constructed west of the relocated Los Gatos—
Santa Cruz highway generally along the high water mark‘of the
reServoir. Eistorically, these consumers received metered water
service from the company at meters placed elose o the Alnma
Distribution Main. They conveyed the water to their premises
through their own service lines, pumps and other facilities. Two
rpersons, Jewett and Coffing, whose premises are located near the
head of the district’s main close to the company's Montevina
Reservoir, for many years reccived water from one Mary Frank, a
customer of the company, and paid her for wa;cr 50 roceived; The

Frank premises, located in the reservoir ares, will ne longer

recelive water after the'projéct is in £l operation. These two

individuals now arc obtaining water from lines conneeting with the
district’s 6" main. The distriet has also constructed new service
lines from its 6" main to conneet with the pumps or other
facilitics of the school and fire house, which have been relocated,
and with the pumps of five other consumers formerly scrved by the
company. Some of these new scrviee 1lines are longer and somd‘aro

snerter than the service lines from the 0lé Alma main.f In thrde
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instances, they will be inundated, wholly or partially, depending
on the water level of the reservoir from time to time.

Decision No. 48847 provided, as a condition of the
authorization to transfer the compan&'s lands to the district;
that the company file and obtain authorization for tariffs‘tor
include rates, rules and regulations respeeting service to its
former customers who are now recelving water from the district
through the district's é" main, The company, in purported
compliance with the Commission's order, presented 1ts proposed
speclal service schedule (Cal. P.U.C. Sheet No. 4-W), which
provided that charges to the customers named thercin would be based
uvpon effective rates for general metered serviée furaished by the
.company, plus a prorata share of the cost of power for operating
a booster pump to be installed on the 6" main. The company'
proposed that the service lines would be conveyed to the custonmers,
without charge, and that mefers'would be installed adjacent to
the 6" main rather than at the customers' property lines or the
generally accessidble poiﬁts at which meters were located grior to
construction of the Lexington Dam. Because the conditioné of'
service proposed were contrary to the company's £iled ruwles and
regulations relative to serviee to customers! property lines and
because the location of the service lines in the reservoir arca
appearcd to present difficult maintenance problems for the
consumers, the proffered schedule was suspended and this

investigation was instituted.

The company, at the hearing, presented a rovised schodule,

designated Cal. P.U.C. Shect No. 5=W, which provides, in part,

as o speclal condition, that service will be rendered and nmeters
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installed only at the point of commection of the service lines to
the 6" pipe line, but will otherwisc be subjeet to thc'companyfs

general rules and regulations applicable to mctércd service.

Conelusions

The revised schedule, in effect, constitutes a deviation
from the company's general rules respecting metered service. The
only dssue 1s whether such o deviation is reasonable in thé
clreumstances disclosed by this record. We hold that the proposed
deviation 1s reasonable and Justified under those cirecumstances.

The districp is not In a pesition to remder retail
domestic water sefvicé;‘since its function is that of storage and
conservation of sﬁ3b1u° waters. The company, however, dcspifc
i%s ¢lain, advanced at the hearing, that it is under no lcgal
obligation to continue to render service to these consumers,
which assertion we have herctofore held to be without nerit, is
willing to undertake the obligation to resume service in accordance
with the revised schedule and to ecnelude arrangements with the
district to effectuate that obligation. These arrangemente,
in our opinion, should also include service by the company to
Messrs, Jewett and Coffing, who, aithough rot fpfmerly customérs,
are now comnceted to the district’s 6" main. Their inclusion as
customers of the company under its proposed special service
~ cchedule would appear t& prescnt no special problem.

Service lines to the Beatty, Feeh@n and Menuhin premiscs
are located partially in the fescrvoi:. Thélcompany has agreed

0 install a cross-conncetion bctwecn‘tﬁe a&jacent Bc"tty and

Fechan pipe lines. If a break should occur in either 1inc watcr

would still be available for doth cuutomerg through the

cross-connection.




A break in the comnection to the Memuhin promises, 1if

occurring at a point covered by water in the reservbir, would also
present a difficult repair problem but would not result in an .
immediate cessation in the supply of water at the point of usc,
2s Menuhin possesses'rcserve storage facilities. 1In view of the
relocation of the 6" main, however, and of the service problems
which have been crecated by the district's project, there appoars
to be no way of providing a completely satisfactory solution for
any crisis that might ardise from breaks in the inundated portions
of thc ¢ sbrvice lines, -

We cén&iﬁde that the company's proposed schcdule;
Cal. P.U.C. Shect No. 4=W, offercd for filing under Advice Letter
No. id, £iled August 12, 1953 and Supplement to Adviece Letter No. 10,
filed August 2%, 1953, should be rejected, and that the company's
propos»d revision of said schedule, Exhibit No. 1 in this reeord,
des ignatcd Cal. P.U.C. Sheet No. 5=W, should be aceepted, subjeet .

to ;nclueion thercin of Messrs. COffing and Jewett as customers
of the company under sald schedule.

san Jose Water Works having submitted, under Advico
Letter No. 10 and Supplement to Advice Letter Nb. 0, & tariff
schedule for service to consumers on the 6-inch pipc line
installed by Santa Clara Valley Water Conservation District generally
aiong the westerly side of the distriet's chingtqn Reservolr
20 Los Gatos Creck, sald tariff being designated Cal. P.U.C.
Sheet No. YW, and having submitted a revised tariff sehedule,
cesignated Cal. P.U.C. Sheet No. SLW, under Second Supploment to
Advice Letter No. 10, dated September 11, 1953, a pudlic hearing
having been held, the matter having beeh subnitted and now'being
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ready Zor decision,

IT IS HEREBY FOUND AS 4 FACT thet the provisions of said
scredule Cal. P.U.C. Sheet No. Y4=W are wjust and unrcasonable and
that the provisions of said revised schedule, Cal. P.U.C. Sheet
No. 5-W, as modified by the order to follow, are just and reasonadble
and that any inercases in rates or charges as may résult ffom said
revised schedule, Cal. P.U.C. Sheet No. 5-W, are Justificd;
therefore,

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED:

1. That "Special Scervice" schedule, Cal. P.U.C. Sheot
No. %W, heretofore qffered‘for £iling by San Jose Water Works
under Advice Letter No. 10, dated August 12, 1953, and Supplement
to Advice Letter No. 10, dated August 2%, 1953, be and it hercby
is permanently suspended.

2. That San Jose Water Works is dirceted to open revised
"Speclal Service” schedule, Cal. P.U.C. Shoet No. 5-W, Exhibit.l

herein, to lands:currcntly occupled by Messrsa. Jewett and Coffing

and receiving service from the 6-ineh line installed by Santa Clara
Velley Water Conservation Distfict, upon the same basis as service
s offered to individuals and entitieé now named in said schedwle.
3. That San Josc Water Vorks is authorized to file in:
.quadruplicate with this Commission after the effective date of this
order, in conformity Qith General Order No. 96, safd "Special
Scrvice' schedule, fcvisod to include the lands of the individuals

named in ordering paragraph 2 above, and, after not less than five




days' notice to the Commission and the public, td make said
schedule effective for service rendered on and after November 1, 1953.
The effective date of this order shall be twenty days
after the date hereof | .
Dated at ///léz;anféiz » California, this g{flf§~day
Lo Las o, 1953. -
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Commissioners

Commisscionar. .. Har°ld L .Hul- » Doling

noccu~ar.., ctrent, did not nn“t’" Lpato
In the d...,po'-'tion Of thiz rrocecding,




