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Decision No. L1·$2~6 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILIl'IES COMMISSION OF 1'H~Sl'ATE OF CALIFORNIA 

I~ the Matter o!the App11cation o~ ) 
COAST COUNTIES GAS 1 AND ELECTRIC COMPANY, ) 
a corporat1on, tor a certificate under ) 
Section 1002 of the 'Public Ut1l1t1es ) 
Code that public convenience. and neces- ) Application No. 34618:, 
sity require the exercise or a r1ght, ) Amended. 
priv1lege and franch1se to transm1t and' ) 
distribute gas for any and all purposes ) 
in the County of 'Contra Cost,s:. . ) 

w. E.Johns and .T. E. Sheeks, tor 
app11cant. . 

R. W, JOY96, tor Pacific Gas and Electr1c 
Company, 1nterested,party. 

OPINION --- .... ---~ ........ 

Coast Count1es Gas and Electric Company in this proceeding 

asks tor a certificate ofpub11c convenience and neeess1ty to' exerc1s~ ____ .-. 
the rights and pr1vileges ot a franch1se granted by the County ot 

Contra. Costa, perm1tt1ngthe installation, maintenance, and use of a 

gas distribution and transm1ssion3yst~m 1n the stroets ofsa1d 

county. A publie hearing was held before Examiner Daly on October 6, 
, 

195'3~ a·t San Francisco. 

The franchise referred to, a copy or which is attached to 

the cppl1cation and deSignated as Exhibit A, was granted by the 

county in accordance ~ th the Broughton P·ct and 1$ of indeterminate 

duration. . A fee is payable annually to the county equivalent to 2 

per cent of .tho gross'receipts arising from the use, operat1on, or: 

'Oossess1on of tho :f'ranch1s·e. .. , 

At the hearing applicant amended its application to show 

t~t the costs incurred in oota1ningthe :f':ronch1so were $208.l+0, which 

~mount does not include the costs inCident to this app11cat1on~ No 

objection to the granting of tho authority was entered~ 
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'. Applicant ho s hj~etOf'ore been rendering ga's service in, a' 
., " 

/'. ,I" • • '. 

portion of ss1d coun~~ under a franchise granted by' Ordinance No. 130 
,,' , 
, ~.I 

adopted September 2, :,'"19l'3 and certificate of public convenience and. 

necessity eranted by', Ded:.sfon No. 39230 in Applioatio~No~ 273'59'."', 
,.' " I • 

Applicant states that· i:(,tf~c certi~icatc herein sought is, gr~nted it, 

will surrender its rights 'Wlde:;- the' existing t'ranch1se and certificate 

end conduct its natural gas ,business 10 said county under trllnch:tse, 

grt:ntad by Or<ilnance No. 296 adoptad June 16, 1953. 

Pacific;, Gas and Electric Company is also; providing natural' 
. ' , 

gas service in a portion of st1id :county. By Decision No. 39230 a 

definite boundary was established .between the gas service areas of 
,." 

said companies. More speoifically, a map~and legal d.escription show­

ing the bound2ry between :the gos:, service areas of the respective 
. ' 

companies were received in e~'idence' ,Cl~ Exhibits Nos. 7 and81n 
. , 'i 

A.pp11etlt1on No., 27359., By D;~cision N'O~I 39230' in that proceeding the 

Co:nmission :)pp~oved t~c division 'Of servi'ce areas.. Exhibits No~. 7 ,,' 
J • ' , 

and 8 in Applicotion No,. ·273$9 wore received'i~ ~vidence' iIi this pro'-
. ; " ' 

ceeding'Oy reference.. It w8estated th:3t applicant and , Pacii'1e Gas 

and Electric Company are not competing 1n the area herein' considored 

and thet applicant would accep~appropriate restrictions, in an order 
, , 

,granting tho certificate prc.yed"'for. 

After consideration of the eV1dence, the Commission is of 
, . 

the opinion znd so finds tha·t p1uolic convenience and necessityre-

quire the granting of the authority sought. 

The cert1fictltc ot plJ,b11c conven1ence end necessity' herein 

granted is subject toth~rollow1ng provision of law: 

Th3t tho Commission sholl have no power to authorize 
the capi toJ.izat:f;on, of the franchise involved herOin 
or this cert1r1c~:,te o,t public convonienee nnd 
necessity or the ~ight to own, operate or enjoy such 
franchise or certificate of public convenience and 
necessity in excess ot tho amount, (exe·lusive or any 
tax or annual charge) 'actually p$id to tho State or· 
to a polit1c~1 subdivision thoreof as tho ·cons1dora.t10n 
for the grant or such franchise, certificate of public 
cOtlvenience and:, nocess1 ty or ~.1ght,. 

;, 
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ORDER' .... - - - ~ 

The above-entitled application· having been considered, a 

public hearing having beon .held, the matter haVing been submitted, 

nnd now being ready for dee1s1on, 
\. 

IT IS HEREBY FOUND AS A FACT that public convenience and 

necessity require exercise by applicant of the right, privilege and 

:~ranch1sc granted to Coast CO'Untie-s Gas ane Eleetric Company by 

Ordinance No. 796, of the Board or- Supervisors of Contra Costa, County,' 

therefore, 
. , 

IT IS HEREBY. ORDERED that Coas:t CO'Ullt1es Gas·, and Electric 
, -. ' 

:' Company be and 1 t is g;:antod a certificate that public convenience 
,.' 

, and neeessity require the exorcise by it of the right', priVilege and 

franchise granted to it by Ordinance No .. 796 adopted. June 16, 1953:~' 
" 

',' by the Board of Supervisors ·of Contra .Costa CO'tmty, su1>ject:, .however, 

to the, following conditions: 

1. That except upon further certification by this 
Commission first obtained., applicant shall not oxer­
cise said franchise for tne purpose of constructing 
and operating extensions of its natural gas system 
throughout the 'Unincorporated portions of Contra Ceste 
County lying gonerally west of t~t certain line de­
lineated on the map tiled as Exh1b1~ No. 7 and generally 
described in Exhib1t No. 8 in Application No. 27359'. : 

2. . That the Commission may hereafter by appropriate 
procoeding and order lim1t the authority herein granted 
to applicant as to any territory Within said' county 
not then boing served by 1 t .:, ' 

, 

The, effective dAte or this creer shall be twenty (20) days 


