Decision No. 48248

BEFORE TEZ PUBLIC UTILITIZS COMMISSION OF THZ STATE OF CALTFORNTA

In the Matter of the fpplication of
LOS ANGTILES & SALT LAXS RAILROAD
COMPANY and its lessee, UNION PACIFIC
RAILROAD COMPANY, for an order direect-
ing the physical closing of erossings
at grade of numbers 3-238.7 and
3-239.2, Hayden, California, and
numbers 3-2%3.7, Dawes California,
over the tracks of appiicants in <he
County of San Bernardino, Califoruia.

Appllcation No. 33772

~

E. E. Bennet® and Jack W, Crumley, attorneys, for
applicant. Mapda Lawson, County Supervisor of San Bernmardino
County, Martin A. Nicholas, for San Bernardino County Road
Commission, and Mr, and Mrs. Clyde C. Adams of Kelso, ' "
California,. protestants. ( '

This matter was heard in San Beraardino oﬁ August 26, 1953,
before Exaniner Chiesa.

The evidence shows that the three crossings which applicants
scek permlssion to close arc located in the desert area immediatély
east of Xelso and that none of said crossings are along bublicly 4
dedicated roads. The said erossings are at grade and serve 6nly
‘persons who ‘occasionally go prospecting, or to the mountains for |
recreational trips. Occasionally they are 2lso used by the Depértment‘
of Fish and Game personnel and by cattle ranchers. Only one of said
crossings, No. 3-239.2, the so~-called Middle Hayden erossing, is
used to the extent that would justify its retention.

The said crossings are over the tracks of the Union Pacific
Reilway Company between Kelso and Cimz, which communities are épproxi-'_

nately 18 miles distant éne from the other.
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Ihe crossings and distances that each is located east of
Kelso cre No. 3-238.7, also known as West Hayden crossing, 3.3 miles,
NYo. 3-239.2, also known as Middle Heyden Crossing, 3.8 miles, and
No. 3-243.7, also xnown as the Dawes Croésing, 8.3 miles. It will
be seen that these cfossings are 2ll within o distance of five miles
and that two of them are only oneLhalr mile apart. There is onel
zore ¢rossing, not a part of this application, between qaid commun-
ities, which 15 located approximately six milcs easterly of‘the Dawes
Crossing and is known as the Chasc Crossing. Therc 1s 2 county road
between Kelso and Cime adjacent to ang parallel with the railroad"
on the north side of the tracks.

The evidence shows that very little need exists for'th@
Crossing No. 3-238.7, the West Hayden Crossing, and that Crossing
No. 3-24+3.7, the Dawes Crossing, 1s only used to any extent by pro-
testant Adams for mine development work. The record shows fhat
Crossing No. 3-239.2 is uscd most frequently and serves morc miles
of desert roads to a nining, grazing and recreational area. The
evidence does not show that Crossings Nos. 3-238.7 and 3-2%3.7 are
indispensable for use by occasional prospectors, for cattle grazers.,
nor for wetering wild fowl by gome wardens. There will remain four |
¢rossings over applicants' tracks at somewhat wniform d‘stances,be-
tween Xelso and Cima, both points inclusive.

We have carefully considered the entire evidence in this
proceading and we find thet it 1s not in the public inferest to close
Crossing No. 3-239.2. We also find thet applicant's requests to
close Crossings Nos. 3=-238.7 and 3- 243.7 have dbeen justificd Thc

application will be granted in part and denied 4in part as- herein—
below ordercd. |
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A public hcafiﬁé“hévihg_been held, the Commission doing
fully =2dvised 1n”thevprcmises;'and good cause appearing,
IT Ié RDERED: .

(1) Thet Los Angeles & Salt lLake Railrosd Company and its
lessee, Union Pacific Raiiroad Company, be and they hereby are author-
ized t0 adandon and close to public use and travel the grade cross-
'ings identified as Crossings Nos. 3-238.7 and 3-243.7 located,
rQSpectively, approximatél& 3,3 miles and 8.3 miles easterly of the
community of Kelso, San Bernardino County.

(2) That epplicont railroads shall perform all the work and
assume all of the expense in comnection with the closing ahd-physi-
cally abelishing of said crossings, including the construction of |
any barricades or rights-of-way fences.

(3 That within thirty days after completion, pursuant to this
order, applicant shall sé advise the Commission in writing. This
authorizétiqn shall expire 4if not exercised within one yesr, unless
time be extended, or if conditions are not complied with.

&) Tﬁat except as hereinabove authorized, Application No.33772
be, 2nd it hereby is, denied. |

| The effective date of this order shall be twenty days
after the date hereot,

< // s
Dated at oay Juscrfra , Califernia, this_Z7 day

v

ot Mdtotin . ,‘1953.
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