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Decision No. ~9276 

BEFORE TEE POEtIC UT1LITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

!n the Matter of the Application of th~ ) 
CO~~Y OF CONTRA COSTA, State of California, ) 
for a crossing at grad~ of the tracks of ) 
the SOUTHERN PAC·IFIC COMPAlcr on . 'Latina (Litin~ Applica.tion No. 32792 
Drive, approximately three m11es 'south of ) 
Walnut Creek, Contra C,osta 'County,~.Cali~ornia.) 

~ ) 
.- " ) 

=; 
In the Matter of the Application of the ) 
COUNTY OF CONTRA COSTA, State of California, ) 
for a crossing at grade of the tracks of the ) Application~o. 34211 
SOUTEERN PACIFIC COMPA.NY on· Ri'dgewood Road ) 
nea.r ~he Town or Alamo, Cent'r:;: Coote), CountY' " ., 
California.' :. ....... ) 

'. . ) 

Matthew s. Walker and ,john CJ.;rusen, Deputy District 
Attorneys, for applicant. , 

, , . R. ·s. Mye~s.;' ·for ... Southern Pacific' Company,. 'interested party .. 
J7m~s K. Gibson, for.the Commission Statf. 

. ~ . . , 
',' .. "-, 

OPINION ----- ............ --
The County of ,Contra. Costa, in Application No. 32792, 

seeks' an"'order authori'z1ng it' at its oWn: expense .to c;on'struct a. 

public crossing at grade over the tracks ot the Southern Pacific 

Company: (San Ramon Branch) at'Litina Drive 'ncar Walnut Creek, in 

said county, in "the manner 'set forth 'on a map att:lched to the 

application; " .' I , 

In Application No. 34211, the County or Contra Costa 

requests an order permitting it at its own expense to c~nstruct 

a public grade crossing overthe~tracks of the Southern Pacific 

Compax:y (San Ramon Branch) at' Ri:dgewood Road near Alamo in said 

county in the 'manner deline'ated ··on a map appended to the 

application • ., 
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.. ":, . 

A pu'bli"c hearing consolidating both preceedings was held 

at vlalnut Creek 'before Examiner SilV'erhart on September 18, i953; 

at which time the matters were submitted. 
" ,",' I" 

Litina Drive runs in an easterly and wc~terly direction. 

It$ easterly terminus is State Highway 21 and to the west it 

results in a dead end. The record shows that the present crossing 
• I"" I 

at Litina Drive (M.P. 51.2) is a private; o'iled roadway, 15' feet 

in width, in fair condition, with grades of approach on botA sides 

approxim~tely ~ per cent. Trees, a hill and curvature of the 

track impair Visibility. Occupants of five houses utilize Litinn 

Drive for passage to and from State Highway 21. A public crOSsing 

protected by two No. 1 crossing signs and two advance warning 

signs, is located 0.1 or a mile northerly of the Litina Drive 

crossing. 

Ridgewood Road is 0.1 ~f a mile south of ~nd parallols 

Litina Drive ~nd run3 in an easterly and westerly diroct1~n ' 

extending approximately 1500 feot from State Highway 21 to the 

'base of the hills west of the railroad track and continuos thence 
, '" . 

northerly and westerly some 20~' foet to a jUnction with a road 
,. I ' • ~. " ~:' : • • • , 

extending approxim~tely 2800 feet to the south therefrom. The 

record further shows that the eXisting crossing at Ridgewood 

Road (M.? 5'1.3) is,D.,publicly used, private roadway 15 feet in 
I' , , 

width, in :"air condition 'With graveled approo.ches. The grade of 
I ' • ~. I 

approach in the east is apprOXimately six per cent ascending', 

and on the west app~'6~~~a~G1Y 8 per cent dcsc'o~ding. Ridgewood 

Road affords a means, of access to and from St~te Highway 21 for . . 
tho r0sidcnts of nine homes. To the south 0.8 of 0. mile d1stc.nt 

there is a public crossing ~rotected by two, No. 1 crocsing, ~igns 

~nd two advance warning signs. 
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A.¥'J. assistant", engineer of Southern Pn.cific Comp~nY' f s j.... '" 

Western Division tGstit1ed t~t tho r~ilroad he.s no, objection to 

the construction of the proposed public crossing ~t Ridgewood Ro~d 

protected by NOI .. 1 crossing signs. He st~tcd tMt tho Southern 
~"'.I"". ~''';'·'~.'~'i~; .. ,~, 

Pacific Company objected to the crossing proposed ~t Litinn Drive ___ 

bec~usc of the conditions eXisting there and bec~uso of its 

closeness to other eXist1ng cr,ossings. . " . 

A tr~nsportation engineer or the Commissionfs staff 

recommended that the proposed crossing at Ridgewood Ro~d be '. , 

'II 

authorized and that permiSSion to construct the proposed crossing 

at L1tina Drive be denied. 
, , .' t I: 

" In DeCision N?_ 401?6 dated April l~, 19~7, the 

Commission requested the CountY' of Contr~ Costa to present ~ pl~n . . " . 

with ,respect to loc~tion ot ra11ro~d crossings in th1~ gonor~l 
' , 

~rcu. Thereafter in Applicntion No .. 28053 there was received in 
,', . 

evidence 9n ~y 28, 1947, as Exhibit No. ; the minutes of tho 

meeting oetw(len reprcsenta~ivos" of Contr~ Costa County, Southern 
• , I" !-- ••.. , _ ' 

P~cif1c Comp~ny and the C~mmi~sionfs staff concerning th~ 
f", ,... "". '.' 

development of a progrCl.m tor future gr:ldc crOSSings in' San R:~,mon 
,~.: .. . ' 

V~llcy in southern Contra Costa County~ 
.... ,1 ',. 

Exhibit No. ; stated 
", " I ' 

that,.it w~~ ,,-greed th.:\t the cro~sings ,~c~, :t'ort~ ~h7rein "sh.ould 

reasonably well t~ke car~ of futuro nccdz when mor~ subdivisions 
, .,' :. ,'. (' .",~. ,; :"-' , ' 

~re developed particularly in, San Ramon V~llcy between the 

r~ilroad and tho hills to the wost". Included on the list tor 

future public crossings is Ridgewood Road, no mention is mado 
of Litinn. Drive. 

The testimony in this proceeding 1,nd1co.tes tr ... ~t Exhibit. 

No. ,which contemplated future growth is still v~lid, appli¢~blo 
",nd nppropr1,::tte tor cond1 tions now eXisting. 
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ft. .. 32792, 

.'\,.. ...... ~ ,It"\C''I'. _~ ..... ~.'. 4.,.; ",: 

This record' 'does"no't disclose' that it is in th.e public 
\ '" " .... " """,,',' .. , ".. . 

interest to " aut.horize "the· conversion of"the; private crossing at 

'l.itina Drive'·to'a"p,i,;:£ie("'erossing. Application No. 32792 'Will be --­

d~ni~d. 
of' "' \ ... I , ............. 1 I", .... r., , 

'The 'record 'does demonstrate that the construction of a 
t ••• : ,.,. .! • • ..• ~ ,t'\" .. .. .'\ . 

public crossingas'proposed at Ridgewood Road is in the public 

interest. ·'Appiica:~:ron:·No .. 3421l will be granted. 

o R D E R --- ... -- .... 

A 'public ·'hearing having been held'and based upon the 

·e'Vici'enee therein 'a;dd:ue'ed, 

(1)· That the 'county of Contra Costa is authorized to construct 

a public ci'ossing of Ridgewood Road with the· tracks of' the Southern 

Pacific Company (San Ramon Branch) at the location more particularly 

outlined arid in the manner delineated upon the map attached to 

Application No. 34211 as EXhibit A, subject to' the fo~owing condi­

tions: 

(a) The above crOSSing shall be identified as . '. 

Crossing No .. BO-51.3. 
(b) The crOSSing shall be construeted equal 'or 

superior to Standard No. 2 of General Order No. 72 and 
shall be protected by two Standard No .. l-A crossing 

signs as shown in General Order No. 75-B or two Standard 
No .. 1 cr?ssing signs reflectorized with reflex-reflective 
sheeting. 

(c) The width of the crOSSing shall be not less than ----
24 teet and grades of approach shall be substantially as 
sho-..rn on the map attached to Application No. 34211. 

(d) The entire expe~se of constructing the 

crossing inelusive of the protection herein 

ordered shall be borne by applicant. The cost 
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of ~~inte~ncc of that port1~n of the crossing 

up to lines two feet outside of the outside 

r~ils shnll be borne by app11c~nt. The 

cost of mainteno.nce 'b~tween said lines SM.ll 

be borne by Southern P~c1fic Company. 

(e) Tho cost of maint~in1ng the above 

described cr~ss1ng signs shall be borne by 

tho Southern Pacific Company. 

(f) Witbin 30 days thore~tter ~p~licant 

sholl give the CommisSion written notice of 

the cl)rnpleticm of the instC\ll:lti~,n of sl'd • .:l 

crossing .tlnd of its complin.ncc With the 

conditions hereof. 

(g) The ~uthoriznt10n herein gr~ntcd 

s~lll lapse it not exercised Within ~ne ycnr 

from the date hereof, unless further time is 

gr,';l.nted by subsequent !")rc!ol:". 

(2) Applic~tion No. 32792 is donied. 

The effective d~te of this order shall be tw~nty d~ys 
after the date hcre~t. ~ 

~tcd at ~4~/4~~« .... -:"c , Cn11foI'li1n, th:\.s hct dey 

of p¢CZ~c.J'?,._L/.-~./ , 195'3. 


