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Dec.ision No. ~9301. 
,', 

• \ I, , • 
, ,- ,'- . 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COYJ-1ISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
w • 1 ; .~ """". 1 ,.., , 

• 7" .. ~' , ," ~ J .' 

In thc 11Dtt.ar of the"Applic~tion or 
THE ATCHISON,' TOPEKA 'AND SANTA FE 

) 
) 
) 
) 

RAILWAY COMPANY 0 c'orporat1on :,. 
(hereinafter cailed "THE ATCHISON 
CO~?A.W,TI;) . and R.~11way Exprcss t...g~ncy, 
Incorporatedi a corpor~tion~ (hercin~tter 
called thO' "Express A.gencyr!), for 
authority·to reduce agency service at 

) Applicct10n No. 34634 
) 

its station at Winton, County of Merced, 
St3t~ of C~liforn1D. 

" .. ' .... 

) 
) 
) 
) . 

Robert vI. W~lker and Henry MT Moffet for ~pplic/Jnt. 
Edson Abel for California Farm Bureou Federnt1on, Merced 

County Farm Bureau end Winton Farm Bureau Center, protestants. 
c. Rny Robinson end J~mes ~. CoboX tor Winton Chamber of 

Commerce, prote'stant." 
J. C. HOXhe tor the Order of ~ilway Telegrnphers, V~lley 

DiVision, protestant. 

This ::lpp1ic:1tion reClu~sts :)n order of tho Commission, 
./" 

authorizing epplic~nts to discontinue agoncy service at the ~ilwc.y 

Compc.ny's stction at "'linton during the months of January to June, in-

,clus1ve,~nd tho months of November 'end December in each yoar and to 

operato s~id station 3S S non3goncy stot1on during said months and ~s 

an agency st~t1on during the months of July to Octooer, inclusive, of 

coch ycar_ 

hs just1ficCltion ter the request it is ollcgcd thet the 

pri:ncry ne~d$ of that por'cion ot th¢ public which utilizes the: trc.ns­

p~rtaticn services of applicants ot said stot1~n, can be adcqustely 

~nd efficiently served by opcr~ting said stDticn as an cgency stot1on 

during tho period commencing July 1, ond ending October 31, or each 
, " 

yeor, ~nd as a nonogency station during the remnining months ~f ~he 

year; end tb.:~t the mr,lintainancc o:f en ogent 8t selid st~t1on during 

the months ot Januc.ry to June, inclusive, end the months of N~vembcr 

~nd December, is not required in tho interest of th~ public conv~nicnce 

and necessity. 

-l-



... 

GH -- • 
Public heoring wos held before Examiner Rowc, in ~ercod' on 

October 7" 1953 ot wh1ch time oral and documentnry evidence was, ad­

ducod 2nd the matter was duly submitted. 

Winton is on un1ncorpornted town located on the ~1n line 
, 

of the S~ntD Fe R~ilro1.\d in Morcecl'. ,County 9.3 miles nc:>rth of the 

City of Merced c.nd 14.2 mil~s south of the ogl~ncy st~tion of Denair .. 

The agent at Winton now is at the station eight hours per 

d.ay M"nd~y through Friday. Howev<n-, according to the test1l:lony of 

the customers in the or·:;!o he is' evailoblc to sign bills of lading or 

to pcrfc;rm other nec~ss$ry business at almost any time if contacted 

at his home. An apprentice trainee who is practicing to become a 

telegrapher is olso employed. He is" nt.:>t a regular part of the force· 
. 

there but he helps on occasions. 

According to applicants' testimony complete station facil­

ities are I:l8intoined ot Merced and at Denair. Should the application 

be granted the tcl~phonc company has agreed to a service wh0reby' 

collect calls may be made from Winton over private phones or over two 

pay stati:-:ons to the- Merced agent without any cost to the customors. 

During the period thG station is to be closed inbound'cars will be 

set out os at present and the consignee notified by telephone from 

)forced if possible end if not by post ¢~rc.. The conSignee may in 

tur;:. likewise not~fy the Merced agent of the rolease of' the cor when 

emptied. 

Requests'" for ears rC'r nutbound c2rload shipments can be 

:aee in the same ~enner by telephone to Merced and th~t station simi­

larly ndvised when the car has been lo~ded. A box will be maintained 

at th~ station as at p;,esent into which bills of lading, may be rle­

pOSited and procured with his sWitch lock by the conductor who may 

then sign them for the carrier. The consignor f s copies may be mailed 

to b~m or de11vered personally should the consignor meet tho tr~in or 

placed ·in 0 box for the consignors if his place of bUSiness be::,0~!'"~,~'. 
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,- ,Passenger tickets, ,may' be purchased. from the conductor 'by 

those boarding at Winton' 'at'no extra cost. -Most le:;s-carload ship­

ments are ,now carried by the Santa 'Pe'Transportation Company. The 

drivers 'Will ,be bonded and will themselves 'handle C.O.D. matters. 

The agent presentlyb1l1s the custoI:lers'for' freight handled by truck 

and keeps books as to local 'business. Ke also receives and delivers 

such freight which is not handled by the'drivers. Should the station 

be closed, as requested, calls for trucks to pick up freight may be 

placed by..collect telephone calls to Merced. That agent also will 

ot such tim,es handle damage claims. The agent now handles- the 

Western Union servic,e ,at Winton, in addition to his other duties. 

Protestants' evidence shows that when the station is closed 

carload C.O,.D. Shipments can be handled only at Merced or Denair. 

Before such cars may be released payment must be made at Merced or 

at Denair and additional chorges made ror moving the car to Winton 

ro::: unloading. Other.,inconvcn1cnceswc'rc desc'ribed. The testimony 

of a shipper,,:or~rer't~le turkey eggs.who wished to' continu€ using 

Santa Fc f,S service ,·a't- vlinton was ottompted t..? be discounted .by appli-

. cant by the suggestion that the Southern Pacific Railroad might be 
, , ' 

betterequ1ppod to h~ndle such traffic from its station ot Atwater 
, " 

three :l1les distont. Exhibits submitted by applicants sought to show 

~the folloWing f1nanci~1 results of operating the Winton station $S 

on agency. 

1. Revenues applicable to Winton 1950 
.' (75% or interline, plus 50% of 

, local
i 

plus passcnger~ ,express, 
. misce lanoous, and milk ond 

cream) • $23,134 

2. Operating Expens.?s, other than 
Stc.t10n, incurred in earning 

, revenue app1icob1e to Winton 

3., A.ctual Station 

Expenses at Winton 

4. Net loss f'rom opera,ting 
Winton (2 and'3 minus 1) 

... , -3-

$18,382 

$ 5',600 

$ 848 

1951 195'2 

- $28,283' 38,966 

23,251 

6,811 7,211 

1,779 5',715 
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5: Ratio of Stat'ion Expense .. .:t.o ' 
Revenue sat Winton (~ ..:... 1) 

• 

6. Ratio of Station Expense "tb . . 
-. 

Revenue a:t. Win ton duriu.g July ,. 
to Octobor during the same years 6;93% -

195J. 19$2 

.. 
24:08% 80~43% ~ -

/' '. 

10;06% 45':88% J.....-" - ~"'. 

. . ,.' ,',.' I' 

These results c~nnot be eonsidered as substanti~ted for the 
I • 

" I 
: . 

following reasons: Tho wages or the apprentice trainee have unjusti-

fiably b~en included as a part of the cost of oper~ting the Winton 
. . 

st3tion. Except tor the severe loss in carlood shipments during· 

1952 the revenues during that yecr would have been substontially the 
.' I' .... 

scme as in 1951; The evidence of protestants justifies tho conclu:'" 
'0' ."' OJ' '" I 

sion thot the d~cl1ne of carload shipmonts in 19,2 was tcmporc~y and 
,.... ',' 

will bc ot or abov0 the 1950 and 1951 lovel in future ye3rs: This 

loss of c~rload shipments according to the uncontradicted testimony 
,.. .. " • • 'I • ,', , • 

w~s absorbed by %ruckers op¢r~ting over the highway. The record ot 

this proceeding does not disclose the extent to.which this revenue 
•• 'I , ...., ~ '. " ,: t. ~ .. " ~ "i •• ' I I ..... 

'Wos ret!)1'ned by the' ro11road company o!f11i:)tc; the Santa Fa Tr~ns-
, ." ,0'1 " I. • 

porto t1on' Company.' 
.' I -, ... '- ,,', /, " :\ t', t' , • .., .. If· (' I 

Applicants t wi tness~s' stc.ted thot most of the lcss-carlocd 
• ; • ~ I. ... ~ ,. • • • I ,I Ie, • " • -. • • 

!r01ght offered to :)pplicant rnilroad goes by' truck iri Santa Fe 
, '. / . , . l,',.. . II" " • '. • • J j I I ~ "", :, ~,' , ; ", 'II" I 1 • 

Tronsporta tion Compr-my equipment. The volumc' of this movement is 
. , . 

not show by the record ;)1 though' applican:t's T wi tnessos testified the": 
." .... ~ r 

tho local agent kept records or th~. truck comp~ny' s .business to end 

!ro'm Winton end otherwiso to'ok core of 1'ts loccl interests. No con-
. . 

elUSions therefore moy be drown 0::: to th',: value to th~t comp3ny of .. 
~1nta1nlng the Wintcn agency_ 

Much of tl-tc cxP'cnsc of the W1nt'cn' ngency during the period 
, '. 

it would be closed must continue end will b~ ch~rgod to the stotion 
... " .. 

Dt which it Will be performed. There is not sufficient evidence 

whicb: would justifY a finding that a substont1al portion 01: th'~ 
• ! 

prescn:t" exp~n;se at 1,41nton would be saved to applicc.nts by rCDson of 

the' s~rv1~es:' bo1xlg handied: t~o-thirds of each yea'!>; out of Mer~ed: 
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rather than os at prcs..:nt at ,.Iinton. Th~ evid.ancc on the other h.?nd 

is direct ond convincing thOt the rcmcvol of agency s~rv1cos ~t this 

station during a1ght mnnths each yeor would r~sult in loss of bus1-

n~ss by app11coD.ts and in inconvonionce and ann~y~nee tc sh1pp0rs ond 

recoivers of freight at Winton. 

Appl1e~nts hove f~11ed t~ show to th~ sot1sfcction of the 

C~mrnission thot savin~s will result t~ oppl1conts which eon prop~rly 

be said t~ cutw~1gh the f1nanc1~1 loss ~nd 1nccnv0n1~nce which it is 

fcu."'ld will be suffered by tl1c public now using the ogency ot W1n1;on. 

The action token by the Comm1ss1on at this time should not 'be ccn­

sidcred cs prejudicing applicants £rom renewing their re~ucst if 

pertinent evidence subsequently can b~ edduced to warrant it. 

o R D E R .... e..- __ _ 

Application having been filed, public hearing having been 

held, the Commiss1~n having fully considered the eVidence of record 

one b::ls1ng its c ecis1cn on thl3 cClnclusions end findings set forth 

in th.:1 ~p1n1on, 

IT IS ORDERED thnt ~pplicotion No. 34634 is hcr~by denied. 

The effective date CIt this C'lro.or sh~ll bo twenty days atter 

the date her~ot. ~ . . __ .' . 

Dated at~k...--L ... ~.,&,//, C(~11fC'rn10, th1s1'/;./dt3.Y of 

~~'~A.- , 19,3. 

-.. ', pp-Pr~dcn t 
W. /.J ~ ." "'~'j~ . / ____ ~ 


