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Deé;ision No.‘g‘9301 ' D e g@ E?A

BEFORES THE PUBLIC UTILITIZS COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

LI

N

In the Matter of the Application of

THE ATCHISON, TOPEKA ‘AND SANTA FE
RAILWAY COMPANY, a corperation .
(hercinafter cailed "THE ATCEISON
COMPANY™), and Railway Expreoss Agency,
Incorpora%ed;'a corporation, (hereinafter
called the "Express.Agency”s, for
authority to reduce agency service at

its station at Winton, County of Merced,
State of California. :

Lpplication No. 3463%
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Robert W. Walker and Henry M, Moffat for applicant.
Edson Abel for California Farm Bureau Federation, Merced
County Farm Buresu ond Winton Fara Bureau Centeér, protestants.
C. BRay Robinson and James 4. Cohey for Winton Chamber of
Commerce, protestant. -

J. C. Hoxie for the Order of Rallway Telegrophers, Valley
Division, protestant. ,
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This application requests an order of the Commission,
autherizing zpplicants to discontinue agencey service at the Rail;ay
Cempany's stotion at Winton during “he months of January to June, in-
clusive, and the months of November ond December in cach year and te
operate said station as o nonagoeney station during said months and as
an agency staticon during the months of July to Octeber, inclusive, of
cach year. | ‘ '

4s justification for the request it is slleged that the
primery nceds of that portion of the public which utilizes the trans-
porvaticn services of applicants at said staticn, can be adequately
and efficlently served by opcrating sald stotion 25 an agency station
during the period commencing July 1, ond ending October 31, of each
year, ~nd 235 ¢ nonagency station during the remaining months of the
year; and that the maintainance of an agent at s24d station during
the months of January to Junc,‘inclusivo,‘and the months of Nevember

and December, 1s not required in the interest of the public convenience

and necéssity.
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Public hearing was held before Examiner Rowe, in.Mercé&'on
Octeober 7, 1993 at which time oral andé documenthry evidence was ad-
duced and the matter was duly submitted. |

Winton is an unincorporated town located on the main line
of the Santa Fe Rnilfoad in Merced;county 9.33miles north of the
Clty of Merced znd 14.2 miles south of the ageney station of Demair.
| The agent at Winton now 15 at the station eight houré per
day Monday tﬁrough Friday. However, according to the testimony of
the customers in the arza he 1s-zvaileble to sign bills of ladiﬁg or
%o peerrm other necessary business 2t almost any time if contécted :
at his home. An apprentice trainee who is pra¢ticing to beconme a.
telegrapher is also cmployed. He is'not a regular part of the force '
there but‘he helps on occasions.

Lecording to applicants' testimony complete station faeil~
| itics are mainteined ot Merced and at Demeir. Should the application
" be granted the telephone company has agreed to a service whereby:
colleet calls may bBe made frqm Winton over private phones or over twe
Pay statinsns to the Merced agenﬁ'without any cost to the customers.
during the period the station is to be closed 1nbound’cars will be
set out as at present and the comsignec notified by telephone from
Merced 1f possible znd 1if not by post card. The consignee may in
turn likewise notiﬁy the Merced agent of the release of the cor when
emptied. .' | |

Requests for cars fnr outbound czrlead shipments can be
zade In the same menner by telephone to Merced and that station simi-
larly advised when the car has been loaded. & box will be maintained
at the station as at present into which bills of lading may be de-
posited and procured with‘his switeh lock by the conductor who may
then sign them for the carrier. The consignor's copies may be mailed
to him or delivered personally should the consignor meet the train or

plzced in 2 box for the consignors 1f his place of business be moerty.




.

A=3463L GEmw

. . Passenger tickets may be purchazed from the conductor by
those boarding at Winton at:'no extra cast. ‘Most less-carload ship-
ments are .now carried dy the'Santa'Fe'Traﬁsportation Company. The
drivers will be bonded and wiil themselves handle C.0.D. matters.

The agent presentlyvbills the customers for freight handled by truck
and keeps bHooks as to 1oca1‘business. He also receives and delivers
. such freight which is not handled by the drivers. Should the station
be closed, as requested, calls for trucks to pick up freight may be

placed by.collect telephone ¢alls %o Mércéd. That agent also will

at such times handle damage claims. The agent now handleSgthe

Western Union service at Winton, Iin addition to his other duties.
Protestants' évidence shows that when the sfation is closed

carload C.0.D. shipments can be handled only at Merced or.Denair.

Before such cars may be released payment must be made at Merced or

ot Denair and additional charges made for moving the car to Winton

for wnloading. Other inconveniences were described. The testimony

of a shipper.of :fertile turkey eggs .who wished to continue using

Santa Fe's service-at Winton was attempted to be discounted.by appli-

.. cant by the suggestion that the Southern Pacific Reilroad mignt be
better equippoed to handle such traffic from its station at Atwater
three miles distant. Ixhibifs submitted by applicants sought to show
Ahe following financlal results of operating the Winton station as
an ageney.
1. Revenues applicable to Winton 1950 1951 1952
' (75% of 4interline, plus 50% of
- loecal, plus passenger,  exXpress,
misceilaneous, and milk and A _
cream). $23,13% - $28,283 38,966

2. Operating Expenses, other than
Station, incurred in earning
" revenuc 2pplicable to Winton $1.8,382 23,251 7,470

3. Actuel Station

Expenses at Winton 8 5,600 6,811 7,211

L, Net loss from operating
winton (2 and 3 minus 1) % &8 - 1,779 5,715
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1950 1951 1952

§: Ratid of étgtion Expense to ' L N . o
Revenues at Winton (3 = l) ok, 21% 2+.08% 80.43%
6. Ratio of Station Expense, to

Pevenue at Winton during Jul& : v, el
to October during the same years 6. 93% 10.06% L5.88% L

These resﬁlts cannot be considorcd as substantiatcd for the
following reasons. The wagos of the apprcnticc trﬂineu haVc uwnjus ti-
f1ably been included as a part of the cost of operatimg the Winten
station. Except for the severe loss in carload shipﬁcnts.during-
1952 the rovenues during that year would have been substantially the
some as in 1951. The cvidence of protestents justifies the comelu-
sion that the decline of carload shfpmbnﬁs in 1952 was tcmporsry and
will be at or zbove the 1950 and 1951 lovel in future years. Tﬁis
loss of earload shipﬁénts according to the unconﬁradicted éesfimonf
was absorbed by truckers operating over the highway.  The fecbrd of .
fhﬂs ptoééediﬁg does not di close the extent to. which this rovcnue

wt s

was retaincd by .he railroad company affiliate, the Santa Fe Trans-
poruation Company.
Applicants 'witneéses stated that most of thu less-carloud'
fryight offered to applicant railroad goec by truck 1n Santa Fe
nsportmtion Conpany equipmcnt The volume of this movemcnt 15
not shown by the record although applicants' witncsses tcstificd that
the local hgent kept records or thu truck company's busincos to and
from Winton and otherwise took care of i%s loeal interests. No con-
¢lus ions thcrcfore may be drawn a5 to thez valuc to that compﬂny of
*aintaining the W1nton agoney.
Much of the cxpcnse of the Wiﬁtéﬁ”agenc& dufing the pério&
4% would be closed must continue and will be charged to the station
at which 1t will be perforﬁed. There is not sufficicnt evidence
| whicﬁ'wbgid Justify o finding that 2 substantial portion cf the
present éxpense at Winton would bo saved o applicants by reason of

the services being handled two-thirds of each year out of Merced.
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rather Than 2s at pres.nt at Yinton. The evidence on the other hand
1s dircet and convincing that the remeval of ageoney sorvieos at this
station during eight months each year would result in loss of dusi-
ness by applicants and 4in inconvenience and anneoyane¢ te shippoers and
recoivers of freight at Winton.

Applicants have failed to show to the satisfaction of the
Ccomission that savings will rosult to oppliconts whiceh ¢an proporly
be said to cutweigh the financiasl less ~nd incénvenience which it is
found will be suffered by the public now using the agency at Winton.
The action taken by the Commission at this time should mot be con-
sidered as prejudicing applicants from renewing thedir request if

pertinent evidence subsequently c¢an be adduced to warrant it.

Application having been filed, public hearing having been
held, the Commission having fully considered the ovidence of record
ané basing its deeision on the conclusions and findings set forth
in the copinien,

IT IS ORDERED that Application No. 3463% is hereby denied.

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days after
the date hereof.

Dated at ¢4¢;j,/’{/f,,J/>;$f California, thisZ /,3y of

Zf%w el 1953.
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