
Decision .,No,. 49358 

BEFORE· THE PUBLIC UTl-LITIES COMMISSION;':OF~,:'I'RE S'XATE;,OF CALIFOFNIA . " ........... 

In the matter.o:f';,th~"Ap'plication ot.;
.Jesse ,E. ~i,gelow, individual, and:l · 

)' 
· 

0.$ execUtor .0''£', the, estate of Leota 
Bigelow, deceased, Else B .. Bigelow, 
Ec;"bert S. Bigelow, Robert F. Bigelow, 
Eliz~beth Luanne Silkwood and Robert. 
L. Sf~ood~ fer ~ order authorizing 
(c.) the c.ss1g.n."llent to Jesse E. Bigelow 
of ~l r1gnts, title ~d interest, tn 
ond to the Bigelow Telephone Compc.ny 
of Herbert S. :Bigelow; (b) the di stri
oution of the Bigelow Telcl'hone 
Conpc.ny properties under the will of 
Leota Bigelow to Jesse E. BigeloW'; 

.. . 

(c) the transfer of s~d Bigelow 
Telephone property from Jesse E. 
Bigelow (lXld ,Else B. Bigelow to a 
co-p~rtnerSbip composed of Jesse E. 
Bigelow, Else B. Bigelow, Robert F. , 
Bigelow, Eliza;'beth,.Luanne Silkwood 
end Robert L., Silkwood. 

) ~ 
):, 
· · ) 
· · ) 
· · ) 
· · ) 
· · ) 
· · ) 
· · , ) , 

· 
---------------------~. 

o P IN I ON - .... -.._-----

App11c~,tion 
No ... 34840 

This is an application for an order authorizing tr~s·1"Grs'.·: 

of, t:."e properties comprising thetelephonc sys,tem. known as the 

Bigelow Telephone Company. 

The subj ect telephone system. su:pp11c's serVicc to approx1-: ' 

mat ely 240 comp~y-ow.ned st~t1ons loc~ted in portions of Mndcra and 

Fresno cO"Onties, 'With the-principal plo.cc of 'business being at!' 

o 'Ne:us, Mader:::. County. The app11co.t1on shows thc.t the system. for

merly Wc.s o'Wned :.m.d operated by, Leota Bigelow" that said Leota 

Bigelow died on June 16, 1950, and that therca1"ter" pursuont to an '. 

order 01" the Superior Court in ond for the County of Ma.dero. the 

esto.te 0 f Leota Bigelow WOoS dis:tri 'bu ted to Jesse E. BigeloW'" her son, 

ond 'tM.tat 0 r prior to thc.t time an o.ss1gnment was mc.dc by Herbert I 
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S .. Bigelow"" mother son of Lcot~:, Bigelow;, I of all' his 1'1ght~ t,i tle ,snd 

interest in, tb.e:(:s~ate to s~d J'e,sse:,E. : Bigelow. The purpose and 
", " . 

effect of the distribution mld the.,~ssigoment ''W'ast,~ make Jesse E. 
" .. ', .,'. .'. 

Bigelow the sole "O'Wller 0 f the tel~phone,· system. 
'", '. ':. . ... 

The application furtner~ sho'W's th~t Jesse E. Bigelow,. upon 

thus o.~quiring the telephone sYstem on Jcnuo.ry 2, 19'52" executed a 

dOCUClent, :W~..ic.i. 'Was designo.ted: :lS' Gift'o! Personc.l Property, 'Which 
" 

purported to transfer certain proportionate- interests in the system 

to Robert F. Bigelow" Eli~beth Lu~c· Silkwood end. her husbend" 

Robert L. Silkwood, which,inc.iViducls thereupon entered'into a . 

partnership agreement W1 th Jesse E .. Bigelow and Else B. :Bigelow, his 

wife, for tho cont~ued oper~tion of the telephone 'properties and 

'b"J.siness. 

~pplic~ts did not obt~ tho Commission's approval of 

these severo.l transtlctions although it is clear that their failure to . . 
do so WOos through 1no.dvertence and 'With no intent to eV:lde the provi-

I 

sions of the Public Utilities Code. When the matter v! the require

ment for such ~pproval 'Was call0c. to their,' o.ttent1on they .filed this 

app11cc.tion for the approprio.tc Clll thoriz.o.tions 'by the Commiss10n. 

Upon reView::1?g this mo.tter "W'0 are o,f the opinion tho.t the 

transfer has not 'been 'and will not be .'ldverse to the public interest. 

'rile :lre further of the opinion ond' hereby find that Jesse E. Bigelow, 

Else B. Bigelow, Bobert F,.""Bigelow, EJ.izabeth tUalll'le Silkwood Dnd 

Eooort L. SiJ.l.:\.tood, as a partnership, arccngaged in operating a. 

public utility telephone service and th~t.pu'blic convenience and 

necessity re~uire tr~t they continue to so oper~te the telephone 

system. 

Accordingly, an order 'Wiil 'be 'entered granting the o.;plica-

tion. 
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Q..B.~~:R 
" 

j, \ 

Th~ COmmission having considered the above entitled mAtter, 
',1

1 
.,. I , 

.;:u:ld 'being of the op1nion thc.t 0. public hearing is not necessary :md 
, . . , ~ 

; I, :. 1 ~. ~ ( : IJ ;:.~ , .... '.'" t;.:.: .. ' .. 
that the app11ca:tion should 'be gr.:m.too"., o.s herein provided; there-

: '.' + j, I .'.' 'J .... 
. tore.., 

" . .. 

IT IS HEREBY OBDEBED ~s .follows: 

1. Jesse E. Bigelow, as executor of the est~,tc of Leota 

Bigelow, is authorized to distribute the telephone properties in said 

esto.te purSl.lo."'l.t to the terms of the Order Settline: Fin~ Acccunt and 

for Distribution by the $'.lpcrior Court in and tor the County of 

Macera, dcted October 24, 1952, in the Matter of the Estate of Leota 

Bigelow, dece~sed. 

2. Jesse E. Bigelow is authorized to convey by eift a 

portion of s~d telephone properties to Robert F. Bigelow, Elizabeth 

Lu~e Silkwoo~ ~d Robert L. Silkwoo~. 

3. Herbert S. Bigelow is authorized to <lssign to Jesse 

E. Bigelow ell his right, title ~d interest in the telephone 

properties. 

'. 
4. Jesse E. Bigelow, Else B. Bigelow, Robert F. Bigelow, 

Elizabeth Lu~~e Silkwood and Robert L. Silkwood, as partners, shall 

cont~ue to operate the Bigelow Telephone Comp~y. 

5. The rates, rules :md regulations eovc:rn1ne service v f 

the Bieelow Telephone Comp~y now on file 'With the Cornm.1ss1on shall 

be rci'iled 'Wi thin .30 days after the date of tr~sfer under the names 

of Jesse E. Bigelow" El"Se B. Bigelow" Robert F. Bigelow" Elize.'beth', 

LUQrlnc Silkw'ood and' Robert L. Silkwood" in accordonec "WitJ:'l tho 
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procedure prescribed by General Order 'No·. 96, or, in lieu of such re-
• t I. ~, ' 

tiling, Jesse E. Bigelow,. Else B. Bigelow, Robert F .. Bigelow,'" 
. I"~ 

EliZ<:l'beth Luanne Silkwood end Robe'rt L~S11kwood may file a notice of 
.' :1 '. 

'110' ,.' , 

ac.opticn of s.nd presently filed rates~ :rules ~d regulotions. No 

incrC(lse in 't.."'le present rates shall be made ~e$S authoriz~ by the 

Commission. 

6. ~r1'th1..'I"J. 60 days after the effective dc.te of this order~ 

Jesse E .. Bigelow shall adVise the Co=ission in writing of the action 

taken uneer the au~or1zat1on herein granted. 

7. !he ~thority herein granted will become effective 

20 <i~Ys after the dc-te hereof. 

Dated e..t Son Francisco, CalifOrnia, this ,.:I'dd day of 

Nov E'.l:J) or " 19 S;3.. 


