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Dec1s ion No. __ 4~9~4L.1'-lS~ 

BEFORE TEE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSIOll)" OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application of ) 
SO'OTHERN CALIFORNIA EDISON COMPANY ) 
for a certificate that present and ) 
future public convenience and neces- ) 
sity reqUire, and Will requ1re"the ) 
construction operation and ma1nte- ) 
nance by appiicant of a new reservoir,) 
to be known as the Vermilion Valley ) 
Reservoir, to be located on Mono ) 
Creek, tributary to the South Fork ) 
of the San Joaquin River, in the ) 
County ot Fresno, Stato or ) 
California, 3lld the structuros, ) 
1"acilities, appliances and roads ) 
necessary or convenient tor tho ) 
construction, operation or mainto- ). 
na.nce of' said. reservoir. ) 

,,... " .,,' 
, , 

Applica tion No. 34688: 

Bruce RenWick, Rollin E. Woodbury and 
Harry W. Sturges, Jr'i by H~rrr W, 
Sturges, J-r., for app icant. 

:':0 p'r N ION 
.,~ --- .... ..., ....... - " ~ .' 

.! • -4, .' 

Southern California Edison Comp~, by the above-ont1tlcd 

application, roquests a cert1f1c~te 01" public convenience and 

necessity CI.uthoriz1ng it to construct, operate ~nd maintain 0. now 

reservoir to bo known ~s Vermilion V~lloy ReservOir, which is to be 

located on Mono Croek, tributary to the South Fork of the S~ Jo~qUin 

River in the County of Fresno. A gener~l mnp or the projoct is 

att~.cb.ed to the ;'I.pplic~tion n.nd m.. .... rked Exhibit ITA." A public ho.':'.r­

ing on th.is .t:".ppl1cntion Wc.s hold before E:x:runinor C. E. Croll$hc.w on 

Novembor 23, 1953, in Los Angeles, Cc.1~torni~. 

App11c~nt pl~ns to construct en e~rth-til1ed dam ecross 

Mono Creok in tho SW 1/4 or Section 2~ c.nd the SE 1/4 or Section 26, 

T. 6 s., R. 27 E., M.D .B.& M. in the County of Fresno, which will 

h~ve ~ crost length ot cpproximately ~,350 toct nnd ~ height of 

epproximntoly 160 teet from tho strocm bod to the top of tho;' spillway 

g.:-.tos. 
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The reservoir is estimated to heve ~ gross capacity of 

3.25,000 ccre-feot of w~tor when filled to the top of the sp111Wt\y 

g~tes, which ct said levol will flood ~pproxtmately 1,890 acros of 

land. 
I 

The tott\l cost of the project is est1mnted to be $8,6',0,000, 

c detnil of which is set fOl'thin applic=mtts Exhibit No.2. Of this 

aooun~ $4,026,000 is estimated for the e~th-filled dam. 

Applicant has obtained e license froe the Federal Power 

Commission, a copy of which w~s presented as applicnnt's Exhibit 

No. 1 in this proceeding and designated as Project No~-'2086. 

The 11censo for the construction of' tbe reservoir waS 

authorized September 25, 1953, and issued September 29, 1953. 

Applic~nt accepted the l1conseon October, 20, 1953'. 

It is appl1cnnt's contention that tho installation of tho 

Vermilion Valloy Reservoir would provide ·a stor~ge cnpac1ty suffi­

ciont to firm up the hydro genorating capccity by ~pproxi~toly . 

76,000 kilowctts; would produce an ostim~ted 122 million kilow~tt­

hours per ye~r during rul .:'.verngo wo.ter ye~r; or, in the C35e of 0 

dry year, by rele3ses from the reservoir, 'would produce approxi­

mately 440 million kilowatt-hours. The ~dditional kilowatt-hours, 

thus gonerntod would offset kilowatt-hours now gener~tod by sto~, 

:-csul ting in an ovor-~ll s~.v1ng to customers. genoro.lly on applicant's 

system. 

At present the wcter trom Vermilion Vclloy flows down 

Mono Creok channol to ~pp11c~ntfs existing Mono Creok divorsion 

works, froe which wctor is divorted through tho .Mono conduit into 

the Mono-Be~r Siphon, which in turn empties into tho W~rd tunnol 

Which c~nducts the w~tcr to H~~tington Lake Roservoir. Thoso 

t~cilitios ?:re not ot sU1"£icicnt· cc.pnc1ty to utiliz~ the volumos 01:­

wnter flOWing in Mono Crock,during honvy rcinfo.ll sonsons. From; 
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Huntingt¢n)·LakeCReserv¢1r~· th.e'~'wa~ <:¢tlld:;.be d·iver:ted:::-totSba..~er Lake 
" . ' . t: . 

Res'm61i-':' :;·W1th. the 1l:lsta:li~t'1¢b:lo:r:'the;.';:ve~'on::;Val.leY'l:08%ll:.; wa~r 
. , . . ~, , .... . 

rtJ;;:i~; ,be:.; st¢red"'')'dur1'k~; -heavY ra1nfalJ,::.$()'aS:ons'c ~d.. may be wi tho.:rawn as 
- -, 

i '\~ .... , • ~" ' ':... .' I ' '\. .. • • 

necessary to' me'et·'appl1¢3ntt's·'re:o..Uirements'l'.or~tbe~'Ilse-:.o! 'su<:tr-:water 

'for' 'genera:tion··of.:'~Q-J.~'C:trie:;:ene:rgy ;g.nd::b:thert'US~s' incidental thereto 
• '."".. • •• ~. :" '/~ " j' I . • . . • . . • 

at app11carrfr s~'hydroeleetr1~:" 'generating': ~:pJ:an~,~d,,:{cor.ta1zi.~q'U1re-
ments::;;;O:t:"d'~ t·reo.ni;~:US¢r~"~~' ~'SU~h;:*at¢:rLW1'l'lt ~('/eOnduetod;. ·:CroIID~he: 

" II , *, 
" "'.'" I r , ,-. "'. 1". .,'~.. "' It ... 'W" "": 'I _ ... I" .... . / .. 

Vormil1':on"Valley' ''itcs'orvoir: -'by) 'moans:: ;O'f:'ttho;,~';eha:nnol')'of:. <MOno .:Cr.o~ '!t,o . . 
app!1c'ant t"s: Mono:':c·rccik~~:rv~S:io·n.~works, wh.onco said wator Will be 

conducted :''bY'mcans' 6f'!'riWl':r'C'a:ri~'r:s :G,d;:s:t:tng·.~Ol'kS'~.to'l'!.Runt1ng.tO%4!:IiekC'!(~ 
'.' ," ""II" ... """,,! .... ,. I' "'I --, '"',.. .. .... ' .. _',,-"' I ", " 

Roscl"VO'iT',- nl:ld""thort','to,··t\nd,,',us¢d' through. .. :a:;pplicant's Big Crook 
, , , 

Powcrhous;~'N'o ;::l""~·~.nd~~'fi Crook· ·:powcrhoUS<l· ::No:;: c2;":'or rfr.om ':Ru:ri:t1ngton 
. ..",., ..... ~ ...... • ..... "!',.,..' ,.' '. '. '". ,". ..." .. 

tokc' -ROSel"VCIlr ',11;' '"'Will :"06 ,,'c¢ndu¢tOd-'~in r:whol¢. 701' ~U>"l>~.~:.:tO ::Sl::1..w,01" 

wc Res orv6i::z. "~arid ctl:i6n:~o·sand· ~uSed :-.through ~.appl"1.co:nt. ':s::E1'g I.Crook 
I;.,'~ .,:: ~. ,:).;." t; ~~_~: ... zr:. ~: .. f., .. ~ (:' .'; ~ .:~~ ~~.:~ ~::; :'.~~ .,.. .-:~ c .~~ ";,") \.):~ -~ I~ ~j!.:~ r: 

PowerhousacNO~':,;U.;·':':rind:.:·th6rorittorYi t::'W1n bO·.;;eond;actod'.,to,-:andtus.od 
I.)::'~ ..... : ;.~ c;," ~,~ .. ,:: .. ~·I ;:.~<. ~.:; ~ .. :" ~',:" C .~;.. ~c c~ ;, ',~,:<'" ,~c : O:;'t"I(~!"~:1.,~:~,::.,~ ~ :'~,:~d ; 

through npp11ennt "s :'Big):Crciok '2Poworhouso,~:No ~ cS';: :J31gvCro.ok.::1>O'W'orhouso 
.,v; ;";'. ~/~:~' ;.~~:!;: ',~.:.'" I'"\~ (;.:~:'~'~;"1~(::" ,"" ;:: :;";,~~ ... =.,:/' ... : '.:~C: :0 ~;t(} :': ·':~.~t'G .:'t ~~1 

No.3, ac.cE~ig,~ Crook:'Poworhous'o ";No. :'4; '';'·o·'Any wator.cwh1ell"I:1Il8Y -: bo<:;mc.do 
"4'~"" ;.""'I.",;..~ ~~c.:, ·,wvC~-~,"'/<,',:-:~ .. "<,,:~,\:>~; .~. ,"~~; ;~o«:( .. ::.:' '.'.: :;",," C~ :::i ~,.;:;,.~:. 1 . 

~vnilablo from the opor~tion of tho Vormilion Valley Eoservo1r in 

cxeoss of the cepncitios of th.oa"oov.o-cent1onod works mey "00 con­

ducted from. tho Vermilion Valley Resorvoir by means· of the c:h.a.nnel 
,,,"~ .. l,,: '. ~<:·I'.;·-·_,~,_ ~""':.,,~.,, <" '''~,''~~,~u',,": ~t':':".c',r:, ;~' :~:'I':':"::~,; ~':\(:<C:': c'::;.,:,:,'.!i,~,~,.~~~'.Jc... !~~ 

ot., MonO' Cre~k and .. of the S,outi'.t. Fork of tho SM. Jocqu1n River, to tlnd 
., ' ...... ' ..... '~ .• ,.1. " ..... ,,:~:,: ,.,.'" ' ..... ' " ';:"'~ ..:..~; All " '~·':'I·~' !-::.~"!:,~,--,:.,, "" """,r'i y! f" "~.r'"'t')""" ..... ~".·c~,"'· 'tl""'('(·~ 

.. ' .' "." -- '. I • " ~ ...... ~ .... \on(....... ~. ,,.,. ...... _ ~ ........... 
used thrOllgJ.?, ~p:p/l.ic~~t.s. prop~:cd MeIamoth. Pool Project, end thero-

" , . ,",I ... 1_. '--".' ~~'" ~', \ '. ~ .' '1",. , .. ,I"'I~ :" "", 

o.fter to a.nd,.,usod".thro:ugh, applicant's, Big Creek PoworhousG No., 3 
-..::, :::,.~",j:~~,~'::. :- .".",~,:' .. 'j';fI·:" ~"". ~·':.C~~' :,,~ ... , " ... :~<.:."c·].:: .. '''~· (':4J~"'ll:·r:::'<~::.,·:":~ ~~:;'G, 

and Big Cre~k J>ow.0.rho.:u.se .No.?+. , 
, "~" ' .... - ... '." .• f' .. - ~~\ ~ ~ .• ,'.' ,,'" '., '.'>~ ~~ ...... ~ .:" .:'~ ":' ~~~ C ':'I.:--~:':' ~:.:.t'f,,;,~ t ~ C':". , .) i.: C.I -::;,'\j, ~1 ::~ I:";"~ ... .~: ~c. 

Appl1eo.nt proposes to :f'1nnnco the construction of this 
., ... 0,. :~.~,- ... ~' ~_ :-,> ,;:',"':~'::'~""/':''-.:':''AI: ~(..' :.:;.~\ ,"""'{"?oi/""\ ""'''.: .. 7/·1. ..... _.~ .'" "".""" "'r,"'''M.'''' 

rI ~ .... ,~ .. ..,,- ...... ~.-..... \ ......................... ",..,... ''''''.,. oj" .............. ,;, 

dcvclopmen.t.fl".qm,,_it.~ .. r:> .. vo.ila~].p. ,~~~, ~~., !rom funds. obtAined, or to 
, ". .,,"'..,1- ....... "., ,', , , , "'I .,/.It, .... ".,~,' ,~G a~~:'.',;:"~ ',I":' t::.P~~:--.~"'''' ... -.r;, ~~"I:"I~:'::,~~~ :<: J .. '~t. ~;Jr' 

be obt~inod, .. rr..ql:l1 .. ~hc 1ssunnce of S9~urit1cs. Applicctions 'tor such 
." ,~,' ..... ,', .. ,';"~" ,,' ,,/'~:.: ~~:I{',,~'''.;~'':'~ :',;~.,:;, ::. :~:',-: :, ~' .. " ~~!: ~c.i!:; ":,~~ ~t:,,~··t.,":'!'~~". 

issu:mce .:will "00 filed with this Commission. It is est1li~tod tb.c.t 
, ... 

tho project will "00 comploted in November 19~, ~d th~t storage 

will bo e.vaile.blo in 195,. -.,.-
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IX IS HEREBY ORDERED th~t a cort1!1cnte o! public convon-
• ,. I" (f. , .' I " ,'J \, •• ,.,;', \4+, 

ioncc nnd necessity be c.nd',"'1t '1s:"'horc-by'grc..ntod Southern Cn11fornic. 
. '. ' ., . , . ~', " "',,, .. 

Edison Company to construct, oporp.t'o,·' ririd 'mc1:ntc.1n' Co d~ and 

rosorvoir, and facilit.ios,- to "00 known o.s.'tho Vortl111on Valloy-
., '! I 

Reservoir, tor the storage of w~tor within the territory hereinbeforo 

described. ~ . " , .' 
"'J',. " 

~he effective date of this ordor sh~~l Do twonty deys 

~..:rtcr the dnte, hereof. " . " 

Dntcd c.t~1.{(I; deY. Ccl11'ol'l'lie., tll1s 

d:.-.y or [) gfl.l 4114 t" I , 195B,. _, ._. ' ~ , '; 

~u ' " -.... . '....... . . 

~~nors· 


