Depision No. 459451:3

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

.--ih the Matter of the Application of
" JOEN DONALD ROWE, dba ROWE TRANSPORTA~
TION, for a Certificate of Public .
.convenience and Necessity as a
- highway common carrier for the trans-
portation  of property by motor vehicle
., between Burbank, Glendale, Long Beach
~and.los Angeles Zomes 1 to 20, ineclu-
sive, on the one hand and China Lake,
. Inyokern Ordnance Test Statien,
Ridgecrest, Westend, Argus and Trons,
California, on‘the other. :

Application No. 34283
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Wn. J. Currer, Jr. and A. E. Norrbom, for
applicant. .

-+ Lloyd Guerra for Western Truck Lines, Ltd.,
Glanz & Russell, by Theodore W. Russell,
for Desert Express, E. L. H. Bissinger

. for Southern Pacific Company and Pacific
Motor Trucking Co., A. H. Segrettl for
Los Angeles~Trona Stages, Iac.,
protestants.

John Donald Rowe, doing business as Rowe Transportation,
é permitted radial highway common carrier and contract carrier, is
applying for a certificate'or public convenience'and neéeésityiwhich
would authorize him o operate as a highway common carrier_fgitthe
transportation of general commodities between the Los Angeles

- Territory, as deseribed in Item 270-A of Highway Carriers’ Taf;ff

No. 2, on the one hend, and Ridgeerest, Inyokern, China‘Lake5’Westend,
Argus and Trona, on %the other hand. ‘

Pudlic hearings were held in Los Angeles before‘Ekéminer”
Chiesa. Orol and documentary evidence having been adduced, the motter
was submitted for deéision.’ | D
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The record shows that applicant has for a number of years

been operating as 2 permitted carricr serving, prineipally, the

pointé‘snd placeéywhich are herein proposed to be served., His
principaiifﬁéﬁnéss is the trénsportation, in truckload.lofs;‘of
producté”§§6duéé&‘by two chemical companies situated in the Searles
Loke srea in thé northwestern portion of San Bermardino County. One
of the companics is the American Potash & Chemical Company at Trona,
the other is the Westend Chemical Company ét Westend., The'princiﬁal
products transported arc potash, borax, hydrated‘limé'andlsodavash :
moving égﬁtne Los Angeles area. The evidence shows that applicant
has oral ggreements to perfbrm the transportation service]for said
companies. BExcept for this traffic, applicant's éouﬁhbound tonnagé
from any'of}tne five points proposed to be servéd is negligible.
Applicant's northbownd traffic is principally for the account of said
two cbemicaldéompaniésl_ In addition, applicant-has‘de#eloped some
, buéiness, less-truckload shipments, to Ridgeerest, Argus and,Tropaa
Argus is 2 smail community bordering the company town of‘Irohé and
Ridgeerest is a‘smail community situated near the Inyokern Ordnance
Test Station. H |

In support of his application, applicant presented Exhibits
Nos. 2 and 3 which show all northbound and southbound traffic t:éns-
ported by him in the months of March, April and May, 1953, between
the Los Angeles area and the five places proposed to be served. The

following is a summary of the informetion contained in said exhibiss:
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SHIPMENTS FOR THE MONTHS OF MARCH, APRIL AND MAY. 1953

1
vy ot
”

Northbound from LA Area ™ Southbound from points
to_pointu shown RRSTI ‘ _ shown to TA AreaA

No. . Avg. wt. Avg. wt.ﬁ
Ship- Total per S Total. per
ments Weight shipment : @ ts Weight shipment

March, 1953

Ridgecrest 10 6 903 - 690
Inyokern 2 625 313

, (also 1 ’

subhaul)*

China Lake o 0 o) O
Argus 12 -9, 641 470
Trona 31 h3 769 1,412 - 523, 332
Westend 76 172,015 2,263 1 372,957

April, 1953

Ridgeerest & - 2,79
Inyokern 2 3 923

Do (also 2

subhauls)*

China lake 0 0 ) C
Argus 13 7,062 o
Trona 20 11 83% 202,020
Westend 89 382 250 1, 7#9 250,

C Mav, 1

Ridgecrest o]
Inyokera - (9 sud-

- China Lake -0 _ 0
Argus g , 1,000 . |
Trona 117 - o
Westend 93 165,608 1,781 B 05

*  Subheuls not included in figures.

| Applicanﬁ called fourteen shipper witnesse¢ who testi-
fied that they were using applicant’'s service and woﬁld continué
to ¢o so. Ten of the witnesses wbre elther rcpresentatives of, or .
ship to, or receive from, the American Potash & Chemical COmpany
and Westend Chemical COmpany. Two witnesses had gmall busine ses :
in &rgus, one was a theater operator inm Ridgeerest 2nd one occasicnal-.
ly shipped sheet met al producte to Argus, Trona and Westend from
Los Angeles. | ! '

The evidenc& shows that the Ridgocrcst—Inyokern-China Lake

area has the benefit of daily highway common carrier service from .
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Western Truck Lines, ‘Ltd., and Desert Express, and that the latter
also'serves Wostend, "Argus-and Trona. |
It is pparent thatapplicant's business is almost entirely
dependent upon the: continuation of business relations with the
American Potash & Chomical ‘Company and Westend Chemical Company and
with a third chemical company situated in Los Angeles, Mefford
Chemical Co., for whom applicant also transports considerable'tonnage
shipped from the WeStend“Chemical Company. Aside from tnevtranSpor-
‘tation service which applicant is performing for the said three'chemi-
" cal compenies, which business' applicant contends is a contract
“operstion, the evidence of record will not support a finding/that
‘bnbiic‘convenience and necessity require an additional highway common
“earrier service between the Los Angeles area and Ridgeerest, Inyokern,
China Lake, Argus, Trona and Westend as herein proposed by. applicant.
‘The evidence clearly indicates that successful operation of appli-
'cant's proposed highway common carrier service would be almost”en-
irely”dependent on shipments for said chemioal companies.x Without
‘their business the operation would not be compensatory. |
Having carefully oonsiderei?the entire record,.we are unable _'
“to find that there is substantial_evidence to Justify the granting
of an additional certificate between the points and places‘proposed |
to be served by applicant as hereinabove set forth.
In this proceeding the Commission is not passing upon the
validity of any transportation arrangement or agreement which appli-
cant may have entered 1nto with either of the chemical companies

herein referred to.

The application will be denied.
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A public hearing having been held in the above-cntitled
proceeding, the Commission being fully advised in the premises, and _
finding that the evidence of record Tails to establish that public
convenience and necessity require the operation of a highway common
carrier service as herein proposed,

IT IS ORDERED that Application No. 3#283 f1led by John
Donald Rowe, be, and it hereby Is, denied.

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days

. 2fter the date hereof.

1
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