
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILIT!ESCOMlaSS!ON OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter or the Application ) 
of John W. Martin, Walter F. Wylie ) 
and Alfred E. Tomp, a.s individuals, ) 
for a certif1cate of Pu~lic con- ) 
venience and necess1ty to operate ) 
a Public Tra~portat1on service ) 
between and over certa1n streets ) 
in the area known as Lancaster and ) 
Q;u.a.rtz Hill, in the Nortllwesterly ) 
portion of Los Angeles County. ) 

------------------------------) 

Application No. 346C4 

John W. Martin, Walter F. Wylie and Alfred E. 
Tom'O, for applicants. B. P. Glenn, tor Lancaster 
Chamber ot Commerce, andA. L. Study, for Palmdale 
Cham'ber of Commerce, intere:J ted. parties. ~ 
Ballen§er, A:sociate Tranoportation Engineer, tor 
the Fu 11c Utilities Commission. 

OPINION .... -- ..... - ... -

John W. Martin, Walter F. Wrlie and Alfred E. Tomp, 

hereinatter called applicants, doing 'busine::J as Antelope 

Valley Transit Lines, seek a.uthority to render service as a 

passenger otage corporation between the communitr of ~UQrtz, 

Hill and the communi~' of Lanca$~er, and in the community of 

Lancaoter. Both communi ti'.)s are unincorporated aroa: in Los 

Angele: County. 

Public hearings were held betore Examiner Rogers in 

Lancaster on October 27, 1953, and 1n ~s Angele: on Novem'b¢r 

13, 19$3. At the latter time the matter was submittod subject 

tc the tiling ~r tbe applicants of a working partnership 
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ngroomont. A document purporting to be a p~rtnorsh1p ~groomcnt 

wt'.s filed on Nov~mbor 2~, 195'3 (Exhibit No.1). Tho m:!\ttor is 

rv~dy for decision. 

There ~re no competing c~rriers in ~he aren proposod 

to bo served ~s described in the third ~ended cpplicction. 

Tho evidonce presontod shows tho f'ncts hereint':fter 

sot forth. 

Tho Appliccnts hk~vo h~d v~ry little experionce in tho 

p~sscnger st,'\go "ousincss.,' John w. l¥~rtin is, end hcis been :ror 

t!lnny yecrs, a p'liblic account~nt. Altred E. Tomp h~s been i,n 

tho clothing business. for 20 ycr:rs. W:-.ltcr F. WyliC has boon 

Co 'bus dri vor tor 17 of tb.o pes t 20 ycr-.l"s. None of tho pC'.rtners 

hos cny oxperience in tho,m~agemont ot ~ pcssonger stege 

corpor~tion. 

Lpp1ic~ts will h~ve three buses with which to rondor 

the proposed servicos. O:no will be used on o~ch of Lines' 1 ~d 

2 ~nd ono bus will be mr-.intninod for emergencios. Those ouses 

ere now owned by the pnrtnors treo of' oncumbrcnces. Each h~s 

~~ sonting capnc1t7ot 27 p~ssengers. App11cnnts will be roqUired 

to purch~se tires nnd coin boxes prior to the commcncemontrof 

service. Thesc i tOtlS will cos t n totr.-.l of between $6-;0 ~.nd $75'0. 

App11c~nts will h~ve no eqUipment other th~ the 

buses ~.,d inc1dontt.'.1 i toms such CoS the :f'~ro ooxes. The busos 

will bo p~rked free ot ch~rgc on n sorvico st~t1on lot in 

~~nc~st~r when not in use. 

The pnrtnorship's assets ~o shown by Exhibit No.1. 

They include the st~gos (including one not to be usod in the 

proposed opcr~tion), plus $3,000 in cnsh. The cl~imcd c.ssets 

ot the ind1vidu~1 p~rtners are shown by individual finanCial 
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statements attached to the original application herein. From 

these statement~ it appears that partner Tomp ha~ very substan­

tial real estate holdings. This property, however, i~ not a 

partner~h1p asset and there i~ nothing in the record to indicate 

that anya3sets will be available to the partnorship except 

tbose reflected in Exhibit No.1. 

Service i3 te, be rendered daily except Sundays and 
(1) 

holida.ys via two route3. Route No. 1 i~ called th.e Q,ua.rtz 

Hill Route. In the morning, service w1ll start at 6:00 8..m. 

from Quartz H1ll and be rendered hourly between 6:00 a~m. and 

10:00 a.m." the trip requiring about 30 minute!: each. direction. 

No serv1ce will oe rendered on this route between 10:00 a.m. 

and 5:00 p.m. In the afternoon y "cuses will lea.ve Q.uartz Hill 

a.t $:00, 6:00 and 7:00 p.m., the last bus arriving in Lancaster 

at about 7:30 p.m. and returning to Quartz Hill at 8·:00 p.m. 

From Q.uartz Hill the bus will return empty to the pa:r:'k1ng lo·t. 

Route No.2 is in Lancaster proper. During the 

periods when Route No.1 is being operated Route No.2 will 

follow the blue lines on Exhibit A-l on the third amended 

applica tiona During th.e period when Route No. 1 is not being . 
operated, applicants propose to opera.te one stage over 8. ~·ute 

which is to be a comb1nat1on of a major portion or Route No.2-

plU3 a port1on of Route No.1· north of Avenue J -8 in Lancaster. 

The record does not show this combination route and applicant3 

(1) See maps Exhibits A and A-l on the third amendment to the 
application .. 
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could not explRin their proposed meth.od or operation tb.ere-

over. 

Proposed :3 cb.edules tor 'both Route No. 1 and Route 

No. 2 are ~hown on Exhibit C attacb.ed to tb.e tb.ird amendment to 

tb.e applica.tion. Three drivers will 'be rectuired:to perform the 

service. Mr. Wylie, together with two driver employoes, will' 

perform this function. 

Allot Route No.2 will be in a l$-cent tare zone. 

A portion of Route No. 1 will be in tho l$-cent tare zone, but 

service to Quartz Hill will be 2$ cents with an 1nte~d1ate 
(2 ) 

tare zone or 20 cents. . Applicants propo~e to sell commuta-

tion tieket~ tor school Children 18 yearo of age or younger at 

the rate ot 40 tickets tor 04, good in any two zones, and 40 

tickets for ~8, good in all zones. School tickets will be good 

only on days when schools are in session. 

Tbo secretarY-manAger of tbe Lancast~r Chamber of 

Comoerce stated that there 1~ a p~pulation 01" betweon 10,000 

and 11,000 persons in the Lancaster area and that this popula­

tion is triple what it was three years ago. 

W.r,~· Wyli0 test1tiod that there are 4,000 to $,000 

persons in the Q,uartz Hill area and that the majority ot.tb.~ 

wage earners work in Lanca.ster. He al30 te:lt1:t:'iod that tnere 

are 10,000 to ll,OOO per:ons in Lancaster, that there is no 

passenger stage serv1 ~ in Lanca$ter or between Lancaster and 

~uartz Hill, a distance of about 3ix mile3, and that pro3peet1ve 

F,assenger!lo had indicated a de3irc tb.at the proposed services 

be inaugura. ted. 

(2; . Exhibit B on the th.1rct amendment to the application. 
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No ovidenco was pre~ented concerning the public 

convenience ~~d neces~ity other than the a1'oresaid testimcny 

ot tho chamber ot commerce representative and r~. Wylie. The 

cb.amber ot commerce representative b.a.d not attempted to 

deter.mine the number ot pro~pect1ve pa$:enger~. Mr. Wylie had 

made no attenlpt to a.ccurately survey the proposed :service and 

de~rmine tho numoer or prospective paosengers~ contenting 

bimselt with house counts and a few casual 1n~u1r1es 1'rom 

residents. 

Concerning the applicants the~elves, the record 

shows that th~y have littlo experience ~d are sketchily 

financed. We hesitate to pormit tho inauguration or a service 

which appears doomed by lack 01' adequate financing and ex­

perience on the part of the operators. 

Upon the eVidenco of record heroin, wo a.re unable to 

rind that public convenience and necessity require that th~ 

applicants be given the authority they have ~equested. The 

application will be denied. 

Application having been tilod, public he~r1ng3 

having been held th~reon, .s.nd the Commission having round .. 
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that the proposed service is not re~u1red by public con­

venience and necessity, 

IT IS ORDERED that the application -be, and. tb.e zame 

~ereby is, denied. 

The effective date or t~i$ order 3hall oe twenty-

days after tne date her~or. r 

Da.ted atx/a1{c:i&-a££A"..<..d.('.jJ, California, tb.:1s ~ 
day of f) ;l /:tf 11161/J , 19$3. 

.. r 


