q
Decision No. 494273

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application
of Jom W. Martin, Walter F. Wylie
and Alfred E. Tomp, as individuels,
Tor a certificate of Pudblic con-
venience and necessity to operate
a Pudlic Transportation service
botween ané over certain streets
In the ares known as Lancaster and
Quartz Hill, in the Northwesterly
portion of Los Angeles County.

Application No. 366

L e N A N A

John W, Martin, Walter F, Wylie and Alfred =
Tomp, for applicants. B. P. tienn, for Lancaster
Chamber of Commerce, and A. L. study, for Palmdale
Chamber of Commerce, interestec parties. Frod

Ballenger, Assoclate Transportation Engineer, for
the Pugiic Utilities Cormission.

QPINICON

John W. Martin, Walter F. Wylio and Alfred E. Tonmyp,
hereinafter called applicants, doing business as Antelope
Valley Transit Lines, seex authority to render service a:z a
passenger atage corporation between the community of Quartz
HI1ll and the community of Lencaster, and in the community of
Lancaster. Both communitlies are unincorporated areas in Los
Angeles County.

Public hearings were held before Examiner Rogers 4in
Lancaster on October 27, 1953, and in Los Angeles on Novembor

13, 1953. At tho latter time the matter was submitted subject

te the filing by the applicants of & working partnership
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agreomont. A document purporting to be a partnorship agreoment
was filed on November 2%, 1953 (Exhibit No. 1). Tho matter is
roendy for decision.

There are no competing cerriers in the aren proposed
To b¢ served as desceribed in the third amended application.

The ovidence presontod shows the facts hereinafter
sct forta.

The applicants have had very little oxporionco in the
passenger stage business, John W. Martin is, and has been for
the clothing busincss for 20 yeoars. Walter F. Wylie has beon
& dus driver for 17 of thg past 20 years. None of the pértncrs
has any cxpericnce in tho ma agomont of a passonger stage
corporntion. |

Lpplicants will heve three buses with which to render
the proposcd scrvices. Onme will be used on cnch of ILinos’'l and
2 and one dus will be maintnincd for omergencices. Those busos

are now owned by the partners freo of encumbrances. Fach has

a scating capacity of 27 passcngers. Applicants will be required

to purchasc tires and coin boxes prior to the commoncoment:' of
servicc. These Ltoms will cost a totnl of betweon $650 and $750.
Spplicants will have no cquipment other than the
buses and incidontal Ltoms such as the fare boxes. The buscs‘
will be pearked free of charge on a service station lot in
Loncastor when not in use.
The partnership’s assets are showh by Exhibit No. 1.
They include the stagos (ineluding one not to be used in the
pioposc& operation), plus $3,000 in cash. Thc ¢laimed assets

of the individual pertners arc shown by individual financial
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statements attached to the original application herein. From
these statements 1t appears that partner Tomp has very substan-
%ial real estate holdings. Ihis pfoperty, however, 4is not a
partnership asset and there 13 nothing in the record to indicate
that any assets will be avallable to the partnorship except
those reflected in Exhibit No. 1.

Service is tc be rendered daily except Sundays and
holidays via two routeafl) Route No. 1 15 called the Quartz
EZ11l Route. In the morning, service will start at 6:00 a.m.
from Quartz HIll and be rendered hourly between 6:00 a.m. and
10:0C a.m., the trip requiring about 30 minutes each direction.
No service will be rendgred on this route between 10:00 a.m.
and 5:00 p.m. In the érternoon, buses will leave Quartz Hill
at 5:00, 6:00 and 7:00 p.m., the last bus arriving in Lancaster
&t about 7:30 p.m. and returning to Quartz Hill at 8:00 P oMo
From Quartz H1ill the buu will return empty to the parking lot.

Route No. 2 i1s in Lancaster proper. During the
periods when Route Ne. 1 1s being operated Route No. 2 will
follow the blue lines on Exhibit A-l on the third amended
application. During the period when Route No. 1 1s not peing
operated, applicants propose to operate one stage over a route
which 1s to be a combination of a major portion of Route‘No. 2
plus & portion of Route No. l.north of Avenue J-8 in Lancaster.

The record does not schow this combination route asnd applicanxa

(1) Ses maps Exhibits A and A-1l on the third smendment to the
application.
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could not explain'tneir proposed method of operation there-
oOver.

Proposed s;§edules for both Route No. 1 and Route
No. 2 are shown on ExhibLt C sttached to the third amendment +o
the application. Three drivers will dbe rqquired“to porforn the
service. Mr. Wylle, together wlth two driver employoes, will

porform this function.

Al)l of Route No. 2 will be in a 15-cent fare zome.

A portion of Route No. 1 will be 4in tho 15-cent Lare zone, but

service to Quartz Hill will be 25 cents Witn an 1ntermediate
féro zone of 20 cents.(2> Applicants propose to sell cémmuta-
tion tickets for school children 18 years of age or younger at
the rate of LO tickets for SL, good in any two zones, and 40
tickets for $8, good in all zones. School tickets will be good
only on days when zchools are in session. |

The secretary-manager of the Lancaster Chamberzéf
Commerce stated that there is a population of betweon 10,000
and 11,000 persons in the Lancaster area and that this pépula?

lon Ls triple what it was three years ago. |

Mr. Wylle testified that there are [.,000 to 5,000
persons in the Quartz Hill area and that the majority of .the
wage earners work In Lancaster. He also testifiled that there
are 10,000 %o 11,000 persons in Lancaster, that there is no
passenger stage service in Lancaster or between Lancaster and
Quartz Hill,la distance of about 3ix miles, and that proapective
yassengers had Indicated a desire that the proposed services

be Inauvgurated.

(2)  Zxhidit B on the third smendment to the application.
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No evidence was presented concerning the public
convenience and necessity other than the aforesald testimony
of the chamber of commerce representative and Mr. Wylie. The
chamber of commerce representative had not attempted to
determine the number of prospective passengers. Mr. Wylie had
made no attempt to accurately survey the proposed service and
determine tho number of prospective passengers, contenting
bimself with bouse counts and a few casual ingquirles from
residents. |

Concerning the applicants themselves, the record
shows that they have littlo oxperilence and are sketchily
financed. We hesitate to permit tho Inauguration of a service
which appears doomed by lack of adequate fimancing and ex-
perience on the part of the operators.

Upon the evidence of record heroin, we are unsdle to
£ind that public convenience and necessity require that the
applicants be given the authority they have requested. The
application will be denied.

Application having been filed, pudlic heorings

having been held thereon, and the Commission having found
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that the proposed service is not required by public con- |

venience and necessity,

IT IS ORDERED that the application be, and the same
hereby iz, denled.

The effective date of this order shall be twenty ‘.
cays alter the date herecof.

'y
| Dated at 10/24"’4’/}//4 OLlls L, Callfornia, this oy 7=
tay ot /) //iﬂ /20 , 1953.

. . “Pres £denh
V/’/f A &Mé&o@/
_‘4/;//,/'717//K2A#—/

\7%0 f‘%zx/m / |

Cozr@.m)sioners- '




