
" . EJ 

4.9~77 Decision No. ____ _ 

BEFORE TEE PUELIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA . 

COMm1ssion Inv~$t1gat1on into grade ) 
cI":)'$sings or Southern Pacific Compa.ny ) 
with San Fernando M1~sion Boulovard, ) 
Coba.lt Street, Astoria Street, ) 
Branford. Street, Ar:n1nta Street and ) 
Fair Avenue, a.l1 1n City of Los ) 

Case No. 5497 

Angel~3. ) 

-------------------------------) 

Randolnh Karr, Attorne~, for Southern Pacific 
Company, respon~ent; Charles A. Soothi11, for Loe 
Angeles Dep~rtment of public Utilities and Trans
portation, G. R~ Mitchell, for Brotherhood of 
Locomotive Engineers, and H. F. H~lle" for Los 
Angeles Grad.e Crossing Committee, 1nter~$ted 
parties; Halee:y L .. Rixford. for the Public 
Utilities Commission. 

Under date of Oct~ber6, 1953, the Commission issued an 

Order of Inve~tigat10n in the above-entitled matter, directing an 

investiga.tion into the "safety, maintenance, operation, use, a.nd 

protection" of the following, s1x crossings: 

E-444.4 - San ?ern2ndo Mission Boulevard (on Southern 
Pacific Company's ma.in Coast Line), 

B-~$9.43 - Cobalt Street, 

B-~60.52 - Astoria Street, 

B-465.o - Branford Street, 

B-468.4 - Arm1.."'lta Street, 
(theoa four croso1ngs being on Southern 

Pacific Company's ~a1n El Paso Line, oome
t1mes called the San Joaquin Valley Route) 

BY-463.0 - Fair Avenue (on Southern Pacific Comp~nY'3 
Burbank Branch). 
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A public hearing was held on December lO,1953~ in Los 

Angeles, before Commissioner Scoggins and Examiner Syphers; at which 
. .;., . 

time evidence was adduced and the matter submitted. Notices of the 

hearing were mailed to all interested parties; posted at each of the 
" , 

crossings involved and published in two newspapers; the Valley Times 

a.."ld the Burbank Daily Review. 
I , 

At the hearing an engineer of the Commission staft 

presented a study of these six crossings which WD.S received in 
eVidence as Exhibit 1. This exhibit discloses that in 1945 the 

stai~f of this Commission' conducted a state-wide surve'y of grade 

crOSSings and, as a result thereof, many recommendations were made 
, ' , .... j' ~ 

as to those crossings where improvements were needed in the interest 

of safety_ These recommendations included the widening of cross-
, , 

, , .. , '. 

ings and approaches" raising approaches, patching pavement, install-

ing advance warning and boulevard stop signs, and other recommenda

tions. 
I " "' 

Among the group of crossings for which improvements were 

recommended were the six crossings concerned in this matter. All 

of these six crossings present major safety problems and ill are 

within the city limits ,of the City of Los Angeles~ Aceor~ingly, .~ 
the recommendations tor improvements were made to that city; 

The City of Los Angeles took,the pOsition that these 

crossings were private crossings and that; therefore; the city did 

not intend to do any improvement work~ 

Exhibit 1 describes each of the six crossings in 

detail, including the existing protective devices; if any, 'the 

visibility at the crossing, the results of traf£ic checks as to 

vehicular and railroad traffic, and the accident record of each 
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crosoing. The recommendation of the staff engineer is that all 

six of these crossings be closed. His report points out that 

none of these crossings meets the requirement~as set out by 

this Commission and that in each case there would be no serious 

effect upon the traveling public if the crossing were closed. 

This witness further testified that there were. no dedicated 

streets over these crossings. 

The secretary of the Los Angeles County Grade Crossing 

Co~~ittee presented the recommendations of that committee relating 

to these six crossings. These recommendations, which are con

tained in Exhibits 3 and 4, suggest that all of the six crossings 

be closed. However, this same witness presented Exhibit 2· which 

is a. copy of a request received by the Los Angeles County Gra.de 

Crossing Committee from the city engineer of the City of Los· 

Angeles recommending that the crossing at Fair Avenue be kept 

ope!'l. and indica ting tM:~ th.e city may take steps to acqu1re 

the right of way and 1mprove the crossing. It should also be 

noted that one of the members of the Los Angeles County Gra.de 

Cross1ng COrl".mittee, the principal traffic engineer of the City 

of Los Angeles, was of the opinion that the crossing at Branford 

Street should be kept open provided that 1t is tully improved 

up to the standards !or grade crossings. 

Witnesses for the Southern PaCific Railroad Company 

presented testimony and exhibits· relating to the six crossings 

here in question. Exhibit S consists of photostatic copie: of 

the deeds to the railroad of the prope~ies relating to the 

areas of the Cobalt, Ast..,r1a and Branford Crossings. Exhibits 6 
'. 

to 11, inclusive, are copies of the railroad's otrip maps showing 
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the location of these crossings. An analysis of these exhibits 

and the testimony of the railroad witnesses who presented them 

shows that the six crossings here in question are not public 

highways. Three of them were in existence prior to 1911 and, 

three were opened since that time. However, the records do not 

disclose any dedication as to these crossings or any agreements 

for private or farm crossings. In spite of a careful search of 

the raiiroad company's records, there is no evidence to show 

when these crossings were opened. 

The chairman of the California State legislative Board 

of the Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers presented testimony .. 
, ' 

as to the hazards of grade crossillgs'l pa.rticula~ly unimproved 

grade crossings. He recommended that these crossings either be 
. " 

improved or closed. 

Upon this record we now find that the following four 

c~ossings should be ~losed since they are not dedicated crossings, 
I I, '., • 

they present major"safety hazards to the public and there will be 

no public inco~venience since other crossings are available for use: 

E-444.4 - San Fernando V~ssion Boulevard 
I' ' 

B-459.43 - Cobalt Street 
J 

B-465.0 - Branford Street 

B-46a.4 - Aminta Street 

Concerning the remaining two crOSSings, there was some 

additional testimony. A reSident or the San Fernando Valley who 

owns property in the vicinity of the Astoria Crossing protested 
",,' "'. 

the closing of that crOSSing on the ~oun~$ that it is presently 

being used by a large number of people an~ on the further grounds 

that the area is rapidly deve~oping and that there will be a need 
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for this crossing.. The record further discloses that as to this 

crossing at Astoria Avenue, the City of Los Angeles by Ordinance 

No. 73403 dated January 3, 1934, officially closed, vacated and 

abandoned this crossing for public street purposes. As to· the 
'. 

crossing at Fair Avenue, Exhibit 2 discloses that there may be 

some disposition on the part of the City of Los Angeles to secure 

the nece~sary right of way and improve the crossing so that it 

meets the prescribed standards. 

Accordingly, as to these two crossings, Astoria and 
.. , . .. 

Fair Avenue, it becomes apparent that any improvement which is 
, 

done is dependent upon action by the City of Los Angeles. In, 

the light of this record we find that these crossings present 
, 

unsafe conditions but because of the representations made in this 

matter the City o£ Los Angeles will be given a period of ninety 

days from the effective date of this order in which to file appli-

cations ~~th this COmmission for authority to establish grade 
.' , 

crossings con£orming to reasonable safety standards as prescribed 
, . 

by this Commission. If such applications are not filed, then these 

two crossings will be closed. 

The action taken herein shall not prejudice a:r..y £uture 

applications which may relate to the reopening of these crossings 
, 

herein involved. 

o R D E R -- - ........ ~ 

An Order of, Investigation having been instituted, public 

hearing having been held thereon, the Commission being fully advised 

in the premises and hereby finding it to be not adverse to the 

publie interest, 
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IT IS ORDERED that the Southern Pacific Company shall 

1mmediat~ly after the effective date of th1s order close and 
" barricade tne following railroad crossings: 

E-444.4 - San Fernando Mission Boulevard 

B-L.59-43 - Cobalt Street 

B-465.o - Branford Street 

B-468.L. Ar.minta Street 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED tha t ninety days after the, ef'fllJc

tive date or this order, the Southern Pacific Company shall 

barricade and cl.se the following two crossings unless the 

City of Los Angeles :shall, on or .prior to that time, have filed 

an application with. this Commis,sion for auth.ority to EHJta.'blish 

erossing: at the~e locations according to tho standards pre

scribed by this Comm1ssion: 

B-460.S2 - Astoria Street 

BY·463.0 - Fair Avenue 

'!'he effective date of this order shall be twenty days 

after the date hereof. 

Dated at~1(i6~a4L/J/ ~ PI A::' 
this c2./ .It day of .2J ;/fi / 1%V( ff& J 

, California., 

, 19$. 


