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Decision No. ~~~~ ·,,0"' . 

BEFOP.E THE PUBL.IC UTILITIES·'.COMXISSION OF THE STATE OF CALlFOPNIA 
, . 

In the Matter of the Application of the City of 
Coachella, a Municipal Corp·oration, to purchase 
and :lola. M .. Woodhouse, ~so mown as Yoltmde C. 

) .. · ) 
· · Woodhouse, doing business as Highway Water 

Comp;my, to sell a certain .. "~ter producing d1s­
tributing system situate in the City of Coachell::l, : 
County o:f Riverside, State of Ce.1ifornia. ) 

) 
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OPINION ~ QEm 

Application 
No. 34998 

In this o.pplication, filed on December 24, 1953, ~olo. M. 

WooOhouse, doing 'business as R1ghw~y Water Company, seeks authority 

to sell her public utility r,ro.ter system to the City o:r Co:::.che11a. 

The <:i ty has joi:led in the application. 

In 1952 the voters of the City of Coache11n. approved a 

'bond issue in the total sum of $115,000" to be used for the 1nst~11D.­

t10n of a municipQJ.1y owned w:lter system, .r:md cuthorized the pur­

chase by the city of mlY or oJ.1 of' the then existing sy~toms serving 

we-tel' to users "'Within the city, of which Yo1~ M. WoOdhouscTssyst~ 

is one. The Commission her(~tc!cre h::.z o.uthorized W .. B. Kerste1ncr 

and 01go. N. Kcrsteiner, doing business as Cotlc..i.e11D. W~.tcr 'Works, ":;mel 

Mike Abdelnour, doing busin(~$s cos Abdclnour Wfltcr Comp:my" to' trans~ 

fer their water systcra.s to 1:hc city. The present applicc.tion· shows 

t...""l.:tt for some time the city h::.s been in p·roccss o:f'negotic.ting for 

the purchase or the properties comprising· th~ R1ghwny' W~ter COmp<:lny 

system m1d that arrcngements no'W h~vc been completed for the sale 

at the total price of.' $17,500. 
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The Cor::ni ssion has consi,eere<-l tb,i s matter end is of the 

opinion that the proposed· sale w;L.ll not be adverse to the public 

interest end that: no necess~ty exists for a public hearing in this 

matter 'because the voters have ceterminc-e they 'Wish a municipal 

water system. one b,llve ~uth.otized the 01 ty to acquire the privately 

o"'.olned properties. The applicc.tion, accore1ngl~, 'Will 'be granted;' 

therefore, 

IT IS BE:REBY ORDEF.ED' as follows: 
!.; 

1. Yola' M. 'W'ood."'ous.e, olso knO'Wtl as Yolcnde C. Woo('lhous.e, 

doing bus1n~ss as Highway Water Company, may on or 2fter thp. effec­

tive date hereof and on or befo're June ;30, 1954, sell and trcnsfer 

her public utility water system. referred to in this appli~t1on' to 

the City of Coachella" a munic1po.1 corpor~tion" pursu;:mt. to the 

terms of the escrow instructions for the' purchase ~d sale' thereof, 

dated N,ovem:~er 30~ 1953" a copy of "Whic.h is attached to the :l,pp11ca-. 
tion as EXhibit A. 

2. On or:bei'ore the actual eate of tr~sfer, ,Yola M .. 

woochouse, D.lso kno'Wn as YolDnde Coo Woodhouse, doing business as 

Highway Water Company, shall re:t\me. all consumer deposits, if any, 

to consumers entitled thereto, ~C within 30 days thcrcD.ttcr shall 

noti!y this Commiss10n in w:-i ting of the completion of such 

rei'u:'lc11ngoo 

3. If the o.ut..."lori ty granted is exerCised, Yola M .. Wood­

hous¢, :)J.so known .'lS Yolcnde C .. Woodhouse, doing business as 

Higm.r~y Water CO:r:lPcny" wi t..~ .30 cays there~rtcr, shall notify this 

Commission in writing or the date of the completion of the transfer 

:me. ' o'! her compliance "With the concli tions hereof. 
<\.,'-.. 
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4. upon due com!,li~ce oW1 th the above conditions" . s~1d 

Yola M. 'Woodhouse; also kno'Wn ~s Yolando c. Wo~ouse.7 doing busi­

ness OlS Higb.~aY: Yater Company, shali st\md relieved of all further 
",'. ':. 

public utility obligations Jnd l1~'bilit1e~:in connection with the 

opcr:it1on' of the :puh1ic utility w.:.tcr' system. referred to in this 
'( I 

proceed1ng~ 

5. The. action t.aken herein shall not be construed to be. 

a finding of the value of the p:rope:rt1es' herein :l.uthol'ized to be 

trans.:f."erred. 

,6 •. Xhe autb.or1 ty herein grznted 'W'ill 'become effective 

20 days after th~datc hereof. 
I 

Dated at S;m Fr~cisco, CzU1:f'ornia, this (qt M day of 

Jmloo.:ry, 1954. 
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