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| BEFCRE TEE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of ) -
RAILVAY EXPRESS AGENCY, INCORPORATED, )  Application No. 3u2y
for authorization to close 1ts express) |
office at Colfax, California.

Pillsbury, Madi on and Sutro by Eugene M. Prince

and Noel J. Dver, for appiicunt
Frank Giliio,for the City of Colfax, Colfax Arca

Chambor of Commerce; Mrs, Betty Velican, for the
Placerville Foothill Grange of Woimoar; 2. R. Sweet,
for Colfax Fruit Growors Association; §T I, ngrig,
for Weimar Joint Sanitarium, protestants.

- Ieo Fricd, for the Brothcrhood of Railway Clerks,
1ntcro¢tcd party.v

OPINION

| R e MmNy Gy feasy

In the above-cntitled procoeding Rallway Express Agcncy;
Incorporated, requests au#hority to discontinuc its oxpfoss‘scrvicor
at Colfax and to closc that ageney station. It alleges that the |
volune of business conductod by it ot that offfeo is hotféuffi4 |
cient to justify the contimucd maintenance of CXpross sorvice at
thet point. It furthcf alleges that the maintenance of such service
and offiee hos resulted in a financial loss to applicant, which will
continue unless the offieo ot that point is closed. A pudlic hear-
ing was had at Colfax on August 8, 1953, before Examiner Poul at
vhich time ev*dcncc; both oral and documcntary; was cdduced and the
matter was oubmittod. | ' 

App’ice.ntfe supcrintcndont of its Northcrn Californi
Orcgor-Nevada Division ot"tcd that Colfax ot one time hondled ;ll
of the express trmffic for Grass Valley and Neveda City and wos
tronsfor point for‘that troffic. The Grass Vulley and Nbv*da City
express traffic is\npw;handlcd through the applicant?s cxpreou

office at Auburn. Appiicant.has one salarioduomploycc‘ih-cha:gqfof
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its office at Colfax. She is the exclusive employee of applicant.

The express office is open from 8 a.m. to0 5 p.u. Mondays throughj
Fridays excepting legal holidzys. Applicant's indound and. outbound
traffic 1s handled by Southern Pacific trains arriving at’and'
dopartihg_from Colfax at 6 a.m. and 9:30 p.m., respectively. About
two‘months prior to the heariﬁg_applicdnt?s officd hours wero

12:01 a.m t0 5 2.2 anq 9 a.m. to 12 nm. Tho witnoss ététgd that
applicant desires to close the Colfex office as 1ts revcnuéé'zre'
insufficicnt'fo meet thc-cxpcﬁses of its opérwtion. He said thut
during the 30 months? period J nary 1951 to and including June 1953,
tho Colfax office rccoivod $9. 2%8 in revenue ond incurred 2 tot~1 _
out-of—pochct expense. of $11, 606 rosulting in an exeoss. of oxpcnsos
of $2,358;‘ The average monthly oxcoss of expenses for tho pcriod
was $78.60. However, the rcvonucs and oxpenses for the year 1951
were cquwl which would result in an average not oxcoss of oxponseu
for the subsequent 18 monxhs of $131 month. During the pcriod of
30 months, morc than 7, 000 sh_pmonts were handled ab thut offico.‘

 Tais includes the total of al* shipmonts forwarded or roccived und

interstate as well as intrustgtc shipments. (E%gibitiNo. 1)

\ | ) . |
4 summary of this cxhibit is shown in the margine. No carload

(1) The following is a summory of Exaibit No, 1 which shows the
indicated results of applicant's operation at Colfox during the
30 nonths! ncriod anuorv 1951-Junc 1953, both months inclusivo.

' Avcr Y:4o)
*Qther **Motal Excess of Nuaber of Cost per
Yonr Revenuc Salnrics Expenses Expenses EXpenscs Shipmcrta Shipmcnt‘

1951 $%,595 &,38 5210 © $%,595 $ O 3 734 $1.23

1952 3, 519 4752 225 Y ) 7HS: 1,230 67% 1.77

%2513 1313’4- 27 ) 257 105 2 262 1 128 715 3.6
o-')a , ) '

y ©$9,260 TIL,066  F5H0  TIL,60 3 ‘@"2‘,3'58. - T 7,k23 |

O. .

Lwg. § 308 & 369 § 387 § 7860 237

* Includes $6 = month ground rent paid to Southern Pacific Company
*¥ xpenses wore stated to be out-of-pocket only.
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traffic was handled at the station; Pickup and delivery sexrvice is _
not provided. It was stated that the revenue, credited to the °tation
do not include inbound prcpaid shipments nor outbound collect ohip-
mnnts. Among the expenses w;s a monthly Lten of $6-paidato Southe:n

Pacific Company as ground rental. According to the wltncss, in ordexr

%o justify continuing the ma-ntenancc of the ageney at Colfax on a

pcrmancnt salaricd baoiu, it would be necess ary for the age_ncy to. have

an average of not less than 1,500 shipments a month. Thc'monthly
gvorage ovor the poriod indiratcd by Exhidit No. 1 is approximatcly

A237 shipoents.

In order to improve conditions at the Colfax office
applicant's District Saloes chroscntativc during November 19525
appcarcd before the Colfax Chamber of Commerce and the Lions Club v
and made personal visits to about 15 §f the leading bu;incssoétab-
lishments in the city for thq prrpose: of developing now busindéS.

It was this witness's information that despito tho oncouragements ho
had received, thore had been no increase of CXPress traffic at‘thc'
station. | | .

A nunber of persons ongaged Ln different typos of'bu$1ncss
at Colfax, Weimer and other points in the vicinity of Colfax which
roceived or shipped traffictthrough the Colfax office, testificd in
opposition te applicant's proposal.

4 representative of the Wbimar Sanitarium situated about

- $ive milcs_gouth of Colfox statcd that that institution haS'approxi-'

mately 325 employees and avoragcs 510 patients daily. It makes

cx;ensivc us¢e of R;ilway‘ExprGSS-Agoncy for the transportatién of
vorious commoditics including food stuff, motion picturo‘ £ilms and
many other items. Ee pointed out particularly that motion picturc
filns usoduspartofixg thcrgpy arce received once wcdk. hcrc is

- no carrier, he «ssortcd xvhich ¢an be used for this serviee oxcopt
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applicant either through Collax {ive miles distant or.at Avburn
which is 12 miles fror the sanitariuﬁ; The witness stated that
there are two highway common carriers and one passenger Stage |
corporation whose services are used to a limited oxtent. Uso'of"
oné of the truck carriers 1s unsatisfactory particularly in commcc-
tion with C.0.D. shipments which it will not leave as its hours of
scheduled dolivery do mot ccincide with the office hours of the
sanitarium, The sgrvicc‘ofjthe other highway common'éarrier varics
from 2% to %8 hours longer fhan service by applicant, and the
passenger stago limitﬁ the size and weight of its shipments and
docs not transport motion picturc filmw; This witness asserted that
12 the authority sought were granted, the sanitarnum'would be com~
pelled t0 recelive 4its shipm*nto at Auburn and pick tnom up with its
own vquipmcnt, wh;ch would ;ncreaso its ‘ostq approximatoly $325 2
year for such service. Auburn is about 17 miles, from Colfax. '
| A witness oporating a wholcsalo florigt ontorpriso ncar |
Gold Run statcd that upplicant is used almost cxclugmvcly for ahip- |
ment of his commoditics. He has very fow inbound shipmcnts. If the
stotion were closcd os ?ropoaed, he would then e compelled to use
the Grass Velley or Auburn offices at an additfonal oxpcﬁsérfo him.
A poultry producer stated that he Treceives a shipment of
day-old chicks about once coach wook throughout the year through
Colfax which is about 2% miles from his farm, If the statiom woro
closed, he would then be cbmﬁolled to receive such shipmdntS'?t'.
Auburn, which would coasiaéf ably increase his coet¢ of oporation.-
A reprcscntwt;vc of the Colfex Fruit Growers Exchwngc,‘
which.ha o membership of 92, stated thot the cxchan¢e nakes.
cxtensive use of applican#’s service during the scqsonal period of
August through Docémbcr; he shipments consisting mostly of frosh
 pears. The witness pbinté:d out that the serviees of other typoé.'of
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carriers for this commodity ére nbt desirable. Anotheivwifness
testified that a large part of iruit shipments made by him are’
gift packages. He has bdeen using,applicant's service for ihe past
six or seven years principally during the months of Nb#embér-and

- Decenbder. During the month of December 1951 the @ransportatidn

charges on outbound shipments omounted to more than $950. In his

opinion Reilway Express ?eriico is the only suitable means of

transportation for his commoditica. If the local offiée shoul& be
closed, tran»nortation of hia shipmonts by othor: facilities would be
more difficult, more oxpcnsivo and more detrimental to thc commodi-
ties handled. ! |

Thc eXPress ochlCC arca of Colfax oxtcndo roughly from
Emigrant Gop, about 20 miles castorly of Col:t‘ax, to points (..pproxi- |
mately midway betweon Colfax, on the on¢ hand, and Luburn and‘Grass\
Vﬂlloy, on. the other hand. ‘Colfax is the sole rcm;ining.ugency
cxpress office between Auburn, which is 17 miles wostcrly, and
Truckee 6% miles to the cast. |

While the cvidénccﬁof‘rccord indicates the costs of"_
operetion of the Colfax office cxcced the allocated revenues on an
average of about $131 2 monxh based on the pcriod of Jmnuary 1, 1952
to June 30, 1953, incluoivo, it ulso indlcatos tho avoragc monthly
exeess of expenses would havc been lower if the rcsultg of tho
fresh iruit uhipping 5¢2 son’occurring in the lattcr part of the year
1953 could have bccn available. Tho poriod used in Exhidvit Nb.'l
is not a Bolanced pcriod‘hnﬁ therefore does not properly refloct
the . revermes and oxpcnsos'of the officc; Exhibit No. l-sﬁowsytho
monthly average excess of oxponscs for the 2%-year period to bo
$78.60.

There was no evidencee to indicate whether applicant had ‘

considcrcd_or made any attompts to make other agonéy arrangements
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tarough which it might have sﬁbstantially reduced its‘offiée'
expenses. The evidence is noé-convincing that handling an average
of 237 shipments a month (Exhibit No. 1) roquircu the services of a
full-timc caployee.

The principal witness for applicant stated that the station
involved was losing moncy but admittod that tho Northern California

' Division'was producmng revenues in oxcess of the oxpcnscs of

opcrations.

The Commission finds and comeludes that tho small loss

indicated in this record, when compared to the convenicnce of the

shipping public using applicant's service, does not justify gran’cixig

applicant's request.

A public hearing having bdeen held in the above=-cntitled
procucding, the matter having been duly submitted and tho ovidcncc of
rceord having been fully considcrod,

IT IS ORDERED that Application No. 34424 be and 1t is

" ‘heroby donied.

The cffcctivc.datc of this order shall bo twont? dayé

after the date hereof.
(ffﬂD~tcd at&éﬁéﬁ Aﬁf /ﬁkgﬂlk/ﬁﬂﬁk/balifornia, th;s‘_Aééfiééfi
day of 42§ﬁ/¢92249f 5 195k, .
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Commissioncrs Lo

- Comissioncr Justus T, Cmemor 'being

nocessarlily’ ab'-on - aid not :partici:pato o

in vae disposition of thin procoodina




