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BEFORE TEE PUBLIC UTILIT~S COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFOBNIA 

In the Matter of the Application or ) 
RAIL\'lAY EXP.RESS AGENCY, . INCORPO&UED·, ) 
for authorization to c10so: its express) 
of!ic,c at Colfax, California. . , ) 

Application No. 3~2~ 

Pillsbury, Madison and Su-:ro
i 

'by Eugene M. Prince 
and JiQ.el :J. D~e:t:, for app ic~nt. 

Frank Gillio, :for the City of Colfax" Colfax ~oa 
Chambor of Commerco; Mrs, Betty Vclican1 tor tho . 
Pl~corvillc Foothill Grange o!'We~; R. R. Swco~, 
for CoUax Fruit Growors AssociatioIl; s .. · I. Hg.rrris, 
for Weimar Joint S,ani to.r1um, protes tc.nts,. 

I.e 0 Fried, 'for the Brotherhood of R~ilway Clerks., 
interested party., 

" 

OPINION 
~ ..... -- ......... -" --

In the o.oove-cl'l1:1tlod procoeding Ro.11way Express Agency, 

Incerporntcd, requcsts o.uthority to discontinue its express servico 

Clot Colico: .'lIld to close thC!.t o.gcncy sto.t1on. It o.llegcs th~ tho 

voluc.e of busin~ss cond1:.ctod 'by it ::t t~t offieo 1c, not'std"f'1;" 

cient to justify tho continued mo.1ntcn~nce of express service 3t 
, " 

tho.t pOint. It further o.lleges there tho oo.inten=u'lce ot: such S<Jrvico 

ond otfice ho.s resulted in ~ !1ncncinl loss to o.pp11cO-nt, whicn will 

continue unloss the offico ~t th~t p~int is closed. A public heo.r­

i~g w~s h~d Dot Col:f'~ o.n; August 8, 195'3, 'before Ex~ner Pc.ul ~t 

'tThich time evidence, both oral ~nci. document::lry, w~s ~dducod. ~d ' tho 

m~ttor wC'.s su'b!:li ttcd. 

Applie6nt f,s superintendent ot its Northern Cc.11forni~­

Oregon-Novo.dc. .Division stC'.tod th~t Col!cx ~ one timo h.,.--.ndlcQ. ell 

of the express tro.!!1c for Gro.ss Vo.lley ::o.nd Nevodo. C1 ty ~d WC'.$ 0-

tro.nsfor point for tM.t tro.f!10. The Gress Vc.llcy' C'ond Novndo. 01 ty 

express tro.!t1c is now ih~ndlcd through the cppl1cCU'lt t s express 

o!fico c-.tAuburn. l;\.p:plicC>Jlt, hc.s one sc.lru:-iod ooploy-co.. in ch~go, of 
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its office at Colfax. She is 

The express oft1ce :Ls open from. 8 a..m. to 5 pc.m,. M.ondays through.' 

Fridays excepting legal hol:tde:ys. Applicant t s inbound and. outboUnd 

traffic is handled by Southerr.l Facii'ic trains ~r1v1ng .:tt and' 

dopcrting .trom Colr~ ~t 6 a.m. and 9:30 p.m., respectively. About 

two months prior to the hearing ~pp11cMtrs office hours 'Wero 

12:01 D..III!. to '5 c..m. etnd 9 3 0 m. to 12 tl. Tho witness stated tlu\t 

applicant desires to close tho Colfcx office .:LS its rcvenucS'~ro 
, , 

1nsU!:f'ic1cnt . to meet the expenses oi' its operation. Hesaidtb.:lt 

, ,', 

during the 30 months t peZ"iod J'C\nucry 1951 to end including June 1953" 

the Colfax oi'fica recoived $9~2~ in revenue ~nd incurred' c tot~l . . 
I • 

out-of-pockc.t cxponseof $l1,606, res.'ulting in rul excess. of expenses, 
, 

of $2,358. Tho o.vorC\ge monthly excess of expenses for tho period 

wc\s $78~60. However, the revonues GI.nd oxpenses for the year 195'1 

were ~qual.which would resulti1n '0Jl average. not oxcess of expenses· 

for .thosubsoq,uent 18 months of $131 ~ month. During the period, of 

30 months, more th..."I,ll 7,000 s.b.ipments wero hMd10d ~t thct eti'ico. 
I 
I 

This includes the tot~J. of cU.:!. shipments forwcrdod or received, end 

interstntc Cos 'Well ~s intr::st6.te shipments. . (Exhibit No.1) 
. (1) 

~ summ~ry of this exhibit is shown in the ~~rgin •. No car10~d 

(1) Tho tollowing, is ~ Sum.t:l~ry 01" EXhibit No.1 which shows tho 
indicc.ted results ot ~ppllcC'.ntfs o:perct1on C\t Col:r~ du:ring tho 
30 ::.onthsT period J~ucry 195'1-June 195';3, both tlonths inc1usivo: 

J~ver~go 
*Othor **!ot:,:l Exces·s of Ntmber of Cost. pe~ 

~ Revenue S~l~ries ExEensc3 ExEenses Exponse::: Shipm6ntsSh1prncnt 

1951 $l.r,5'95' $l+,38~ $210 $l.r, 5~5 $ 0 3,73'+ $1.23: 
1952 3,519 4 52 22', 4.,7 9' 1,230 2,67l.r 1.77 
1953 _1)1: 2~157 105 2,262 1,128· 7l,' 3~16 
(6 Mos ... 

$11,06?) ~ .; $9,2 $11,606 $2,358. 7,123 
Mo. 
1.VJg. $ 308' Z 369 $ 387 $ 78.6'" 2371 

~* Includes $6 ~ month ground rent paid to Southorn Pacific Cocp~. 
** EXpenses 'Were stnted to be out-or-pocket only. ' 
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traffic was handled at the station'. Pickup and delivery service is 

not provided. It was stated that the rev.enuos cred~tcd to the station 

do not include il:foound' prepaid Shipments nor outbound collec:t ship­

ments • .Among tb.ecxpenscs wi.s a monthly item ot $6, paid to Southern 

Paeific Company as ground rental. According to the witness, in order 

to justify continuing tho ma~ntenance of the agency at, Colfax on a 

permanent salaried basis, 1t would be necessary for the agency to, have 
, , 

an average, of not less than 1,500 shipmonts a :t:lonth~ The 'monthly 

average ovor the period indicated by Exhibit No. 1 is approximately 

237 shipments~ 

In order toimprov.o conditions'at the Colt:lX oftico 

applieant t s District Salos Representative during November 195'2', 

~~pe~rod before the Colfax Chamber of Commerce ~d the Lions ,ClUb ~ 

ond made personal visits, to about 15 of the leading bus,iness es:tab-

11sh:lents in the city for the purpose,: ot developing new businoss.' 
'I 

It was this w1 tncs s f s in.fo~ltion that despi to the oncour~gcmonts ho 
, ' 

had receivod, there had been no incre~se of express tr~rf1c nt the 

station. 

A nucbor of persons ongnged in different typesot bUSiness 

~t Col:f'ox, Weimar Md othor' pOints in the vicinity of Colf:=x which 

received or shipped tr~ffic' through the Colt~ ottice,.test.1:f':ted in 

opposition to applic~ntts propost.l. 

A represent~tiveof the Woim.,"U'" S~n1tcr1um s1tuc.ted D.bout 

, five milos _ south of CoU'o.x stc.tcd thttt thC'.t 1nsti tution has' approx1- ' 

~~tc1Y 325' employees ~d cvorcges ,10 pct1ents dci1y. It mckes 

cxtonsivc uso of Ro.11wcy Ex:pross A.gency fo:r tho trC'.nsportt'ltion ot 

v~rious commodities including food stutf, cotion picture films· ~nd 
, " . 

~any other items. He pointed out ~nrticulcrly th~t motion picture 

f1lI:ls used as part of 'its thercpy are rc:cei'flod once C'. week. Thoro is 

no c~1or, he ~s,sortod, which ce..n be used tor this service excopt 
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applicant either through Col~ax f1v~ miles distant or at Auburn· 

which is l2 miles trom the sanitarium. The witness stated that 

there are two highway common carriers'and one passenger stage 

corporation whose sorvices are used to a limitcd oxtent. Usc of 

one ot the truck carriers 1s unsatistacto:ry particularly in connec­

tion ~rith C.O.D. shipc.cnts which it Will not leave as its hours of' 

scheduled dolivery do not coincide with the orfice hours or the, 

S:lni ta:-1u:m. Tho service o:r:the other highway common carricr-varies· 

from 24 to 48 hours longer than service by ~pplicrult, o.nd tho 

pt\ssenger st~.go limit5 th.o size and weight or its' shi:pments and 

doos not transport motion picture films. ~his witness ~ssorted t~t 

it the authority sought ware granted, the sanitarium would bo com­

polled to receive 1 ts sh1pm'~nts at Auburn ruld pic!~ them up ,,11 th its 

O"'Xl ilqu1p:nent, which would increase its' :costs approXiIlUl.tely $325 a 

yeel" for such service. Auburn is about 17 miles, from Col!~. 

A witness operating 0. wholesale florist ontorprise ncar 
; ,:', . ," 

Gold Run st~ted that o.pplic:mt is used' p.lmost exclusively for sh1p-
, 

mont of his commodities. He nCos very few inbound shipments •. If'the 

stction were closed ~s proposed, he W'ouldthcn 'be compol1ed·to use 

tho Or,,"ss Valley or Auburn', orfices o.t ~ c.ddi t1ono.l oxpense to him. 

A poultry producer st~tod thc.t he receives ~.' shipment 01' 

d~y-old chicks ~bout onco c~ch week throughout the year through 

Colf~ which is about 2t miles from his farm. If tao stc.tion woro 

closed, he would th.en. be compelled, to receivo such shipccnts :'.t ' 

Auburn, which would considoro.bly inc:rc:lse his costs of opero.tion. 

A reprcsentc.t1vc of the Colt~ Fruit Growers Exch~gc', 

which h:ls a llembership of '92, st~ted th.~t th.e cxch~zc mclees, 

extensive usc of C\pplicn.n~t s sc.rv'ico d't.'lring the sOCl.son~l' period of' . 
August through Deceobor, -;he shipments consisting :mostly of frosh 

po~rs. The wi tnoss pointed out thct the servi~s ot, other tYl'os, of 
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carriers ,£·or this commodity aro not desirable. l111othe'r' witness 

testified that a large part of fruit shipments made by him. ara , 

girt packages. He has been using, applicantts service for ~he past 

six or seven years principally during the months of November and 

. Dece~ber. During the ~onth or December 1951 the ~ransportation 

charges on outbound Shipments ~ou.nted to more than $9·50. In his 

opinion Railway ~:press service is the only suitablo means of 

transportation tor hiS' commodi tics. If the' local offico s·hould be 

closed, trar.sportat:ton of his. shipments by other~ faci1iti¢"s "lould be 

more difficult, more expensi-y-o and m~re detrimental to'the commodi­

ties handled. 

Tho express service Q.rea of Colfax extends roughly from 

Emigrant Gap, about, 20 miles easterly of Colfroc, to pOints approxi­

matclym1dway botweon Col:t:'roc, on tho one h..'Uld, and 1...uburn and Grass 

Valley, on the other hand. Colfax 1s the sole rem~1ning agency 

express office between !.uburn, which 1s 17 miles westerly, and 

Truckee 64 miles to the ee$t. 

While the evidenco of record indicates the costs of 

oper~t10n' of the Coli'roc office exc:oed the D.11occ.ted revenues on an 

avcrC'.ge of about $131 c.. tlontb.· b~sed on the period I. of 'J'Muary 1, 1952 
.' . 

, " 

to June 30, 195'3, inclusive,. it o.lso indicates tho avor~gc;monthly 

excess of expenses would have been lower if the result·s of the; 
" • I 

fresh fruit Shipping season occurX'ing in the l~tter p~t of the'ye:::r 

1953 could have been c.vo.ilnble. The period used in ~h1bit No. 1 

is not 3 br.lo.nced period ~C'.l:l~ therefore doos not properly reflect 

the, rovenues o.nd expenses of the office: Exhibit No: 1 shows' tho, 

monthly aver~ge excess 01' expenses 1'or the 2t-year period to be, 

$78.60. 

Thoro w~s no evidence to indicate whethor ~pplico.nt had 

conSidered or mado o.ny ~ttompts: to IlU'.ke other o.gency ~r~ngoments 
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o R D.,:g R .... ,.... -- ...... 

A public hoaring hnv1ng boon held in the above-entitled 

proceeding, the m~tter hnving boen duly submitted and tho ondoneo., of 

record h3ving been tully conside~o~, 

Il' IS ORDERED that Application No. 32;.424 bo nnd:1t is 

'hereby denied. 

The effective. d~tc of this ordor shall 'bo twonty do.ys 

3fter tho d~to~ hcroo~ ~ , 

r.~tOd at~'#aY/h ,rtP"'KCC11fOl"nio.: this /a::~ 
day' of' ( J,d.(A / d;;;;d ,,19$4. . 

t/ U a ~.~~.;: ~, 
A/ "X~cS1dO,n~', 

r:S' e 4fTh'fj{¥L " 
44)t·~~~f·) 

. .".' """,.",,;0: l 
'. . .' " , .... ':~- ..... 

.' h.&:vv=L~~',~ 
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, Comm1ss:1oncrs 

C 1,. 1·, JU3ta3l. ·enomOl'" b 1 om ",::J o'llor ..•.... _ ••••••.•••• _._._. __ • e:e.g. 
noeo3s:a.r:!;vab!'ont •. <1id,not ~1c1;pa.te 
in t4~ d1D;osi t101'1 o!th1a, :proc~. ' 


