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Dec1::10n No. 

B'8.FOlB THE PUBLIC UrILI'rIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORJ."UA 

In the Matter of the Application of ) 
INTERSTATE TELEG:aAPH COHPAL'TY, a ) 
corporation, tor authority to ) 
c$tao11sh, maintain and operate a ) 
tele~b.one exchange at Benton Station,) 
Mono County, California, and provide ) 
telephone exchange servico i~ the) 
Benton Station Exch~nge Areo., and to ) 
file and mCke effective rates for ) 
telephone and tclegr~ph servico in ) 
s~1d Exchnngc Are~. ) 

OPINION AND ORDER 

App11co.tion No. 3$016 

By this npplico.tio~ filed on J~nucry 2, 19~, Intorstcto 

Tclcgroph Company secks authority to establish telephone exc~~gc 

sc~vico westerly of ~d in the Vicinity of Bonton Station, Mono 

County, and to file and m&te effective rntes for exc~~nge, mess~ge 

toll, ~nd telegraph Servicos. 

Tho proposed BentoZl Stntion oxchnngo 0.1'00. consists of 

unassigned territory locC'.ted oet'Neen ~pplicnntts Bishop excb.rulge 

on the south nnd the Cc1iforni~-Nev~dc stcte boundnry line on the 
. . 

north ~s shown on ~ ~~p ~tt~~hod to the cpplic~tion cS Exh1bit "B.~ 

A proposed b~se r~te cree of epprox1nk~tely one-third of ~ squcrc 

cile ct the intorsection of the co~~ty ro~d to Benton ~d Stcto 

Highwny-U. S. No. 6 is set f':lrth on ::'. mol' C'.S Exhibit nen to the 

~pplic~tion. Also, npplic~nt proposes to cxp~nd its Bishop oxc~~ngc 

bou."ld~ry to the north to m..."".k,~ such bound.:ry common with the southor1y 

bound~ry of the proposed Benton St~tion cxch~ngc. 

Applicnnt C'.lleges thC'.t for mcny yc~rs i"c· h~s beon furnish­

ing toll telephone service in the ~ro~ proposed to be included in . " 

the Benton St~tion end Bishop exchonge ~o~s. Present service in 
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the area consists of 15 toll stations segregated as follows: one 

inactive station, throo unai;tendod public r;ay stations, and sev~n 

semipublic stations which are proposed to be included within Benton 

Station exchange; and tour somipublic stations which. are proposed 

to be included within Bishop exchange area. 

Applicant states that incrcased travel and other activities 

o.long U. S. Highway No. 6 Dore resulting in tL greater dema.nd for 

telephone service ond that the furnishing of toll station telephone 

sc=vice Within tho Benton Stntion area becomes increns1ngly inorfi­

cicnt and costly boeause the o.ddition ot now stations requires 

construction o~ toll ~1rcu1ts from th~ City ot :Bishop, D. circuit 
" 

distance ot o.oout 40 milos. 

to: 

As C! mcc.ns of bettor serving the ,,-rea, Zl.pplic~nt prop05eo 

, \ 

1. Expnnd its Bishop exchange c..re~ to proVido Bishop 
cxch¢nge se~ice to four eXisting toll statiOns, 
Md', . 

2. Estnbl'1sb. a dic..l ey.ch.:mge to be loc~tod in c.. con­
creto building, o.t the propo~cd to'll,r~te c'onter of 
the Benton Stc;tionexchru'lge~l) 

-,' . 

On end ~rtor the ostnbli$hmont of the proposed Eenton 

Stc. tioD. dicl cxch.l.tlgo end the proposed" oxpt'.:ns"10n of Bishop oxchru'lgo, 
-', 

the ~pplic~nt pl~~s to: 

1. Cancel rates for tho in~ct1 ve toll":stritio'n; 

2. Substitute exchange pay station sorviccfor th.e 
toll sta.tion service now being prOvided o.t the 
sites of the three public toll stations. ' 

3. orfor Benton Stntion excho.nge service on an optional 
'basis to the agents or operntors of the soven s.cmti­
public toll stations loc~ted within the proposed 
Benton Station exchange ~on. 

(1) Exhibit tlA" of the ~pplicction Shows tho proposed toll rate 
center of tho Benton Sto.~ipn exchcnge to be in tho southwest 
qu~.rt¢r of Section 32, Townsh1p 1 South, Range 32 East, 
Mount Di~blo B~so nnd Meridian. 
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4. Offer Bishop exchange service on ~n optionel basis 
to the agents or oper~tors of the tour semipublic 
toll stntions locctcd within the proposed exp~nded 
portion of the Bishop exch~ngo cree. 

,. Ce~se to ost~blish ~ny ~dditioncl toll st~tions 
within tho ~rc:cs proposod to be included in tho 
Benton St~tion or Bishop exch~ge crees. 

Applicnnt roquests ~uthor1ty to m~kc effective in tho 

proposed Benton St~tion exchnnge its presently effective lowest 

level ot rntes foreX'chMge service [\.nd its' b~sic schedulos ot 

rC'.tos for toll telephone ~nd telegretph sorvices. The requestod 

basic exchange rates ~re ~s follows: 

Individual Line 
2-?nrty Line 
}+-?arty Line 
Suburban 10-P~rty Lino' (1st Zono) 

Ench Primary St~tion 
Mon,.thly R'~.to 

Residonce BUSiness 
Service Service' 

The cstnblishmcnt of 0 single toll rete contor tor the 

proposod Bonton St~tion oxch.~ge would result in incret.tscs in toll 

cho.rges over cert~in routes ,~d reductions over other routes for 

present toll stnt10n subscribers. Besed on 0. study of origi~~ting 

calls, 3pplic~nt ost1m~tes t~~t tho over-~ll effoct on toll eh~gos 

of existing. toll sto.tion subscribers in tho nroc would bo ~ roduction 

of $170 on ~~ ~~~l ocsiz cssuming ~ll toll stetions ~ro convertod 

to exch~ngo service. Toll c~nrges will net ~pply to tolephone 

tlesst\ges betwoen stc.tions in the s~me ex:c~nge whieh subscribo to 

oxchc.ngc service. Toll ehc.r,ges will c.pply oetween toll stnt1ons, 

betwoen exch.~gc st~tion: in scpnr~te eX'chengos, ~nd betwoen toll 

st~tions: end exchange stctions. 

It nppc~rs from tho epplicntion thct the,cstcbl1shment of 

proposed exeh~ngc will increnso ~pplico.ntts invostment in pl~nt 

approxim~toly $18,,00. 

... .... 
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Applic~nt st~tos there is no public utility, eorpor~tion, 

or perzon with whom the proposed exchange and service will compete, 

a~d that it will proceed with its plan to establish the Benton 

Station exchange and expand the Bishop exchange, as proposed, 

pro:nptly after receipt of authorization .from the Comm1ssion. 

The Commission is of the opinion th~t establishment of the 

Benton Station exchange and cxp~~sion 01' the Bishop exchange as 

proposed Will result in improved telephone service ~d will not be 

~dversc to the public interest. 

Interstate Telcgr~ph Company having ~pp11ed to t~s 

Commission tor an order ~uthor1zing it to establish an, oxchango at 

Benton Station and to file r~tes tor service, and to oxp~nd Bishop 

exchange, the Commission h~ving considered appliccnt's request ~d 

being of the opinion that ~ public hc~ring thereon is not nocoss~ 

~nd thet tho ~ppl1c~tion should bo grnntod C$ horein providod, 

'IT IS HEREBY rOUND AS A FJ .. CT' th~t tho incro~ses in r3tes 

~.nd chCl.rges herein ~uthorizod are justified Md th.:o.t prosont rCltos, 

in so tnr ~s thoy dif£er from those herein ~uthorize~, arc for tho 

future 'Wljust (I.no. unrecsonc.ble·, therefore, 

IT IS·HEREBY ORDERED ~s tollows: 

1. Applie~t is c.uthor1zed to tilo in qu~dru,lic~to with. 
this COmmis~ion, t'.fter tho effective o.c.te of this 
order and on or before June 30, 1955, in contorm~nco 
with the p:::oovisions of Gcnorn1 Order No. 96, . tho mc.ps 
of Benton S,t."tion oxchc.ngo Me b~se rete .:o.re.:o.$ es s'ot 
forth in Exhibits "Eff end !fcn of tho c.pplicc.tion end. 
the ~rel1minc.ry stc.tcmont ~s set torth in Exhibit "~f 
of tho ::pplicc-.t1on, end after not less thC'.n ten d~sr 
notice to the COmmission ~nd to tho public to Dk~e 
sc.id ~.ps end prelimin~ry statement ~d tho r~tos tor 
cxcb..':'.nge, toll telephone, c.nd telegrO;ph sorvieo .:tS 
discussed c.bove effective for service in tho Benton 
St",tion cxc~~ge on·~d ~fter the estc.olishment of tho 
dic.l exeh~e. 
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2. Applicant is turthe~ authorized to enlarge its 
Bishop exchange area. as shown in Exhibit· nD" of 
the application, and to make' said map effective 
on not less than to!:). days"notico to this COmmission 
and to the public. 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days 

after the date hereo~. 

" Dateda~ .;k~t"//Y4 ,Cali!Ornio.~ this 

day of r1rtf<t:."'7J ' 19":':"-"'"'' , 

,,'" , ... _, .. 

Comm1ssi.oners 


