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BIFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNTA

Decicion No. LR S

In the Matter of the Application of )
INTERSTATE TELEGRAFHE CONPANY, a )
corporation, for authority to )
establish, maintain and operate a )
telephone exchange at Benton Station,)
Mono County, California, and provide’) Application No. 35016
velephone exchange service ia the )
Senton Station Exchonge Area, and to )
file and make effective rates for )
telephone and telegraph service in )
said Exchange Area. )

OPINION AND ORDER

By this application-filed on Janwary 2, 195%, Interstate
Telegraph Company scbké éuthority to ¢stablish telephone exchange
service westerly of and in the vicinity of Benton Station, Mono
County, and to'filc and make eoffective rates for exchange, message
toll, and tclograph sexrvicos.

Tho proposed Benton Station exchange area consists of
unassigned territory located between applicant's Bishop exchange
on the south and the Califoraia-Nevada state boundory linc on the
north &s shown on & map attachod to the application as Sxhibit "B."
4 proposed base rate abca of approximétcly one~-third of a square
mile ot the intorscetion of the county road to Bonton and State
Highway-U. S. No. é is set forth on 2 map as Exhibit ﬁC" fo the
application. Also, ﬁpplicnnt proposes to oxpend its Bishopioxchangc
boundary to the north to moke such boundary common with thc‘southorly
boundery of the proposced Bemton Station cxchange. ‘

Applicant alleges that for many vears it has been furnishf
ing toll telephone service in thc'aroa Proposed to be included in

the Zenton Station and Bishop exchange arcas. Present serviee in
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the area consists of 15 toll stations segregated as follows: one
inactive station, three wnattended public pay stations, and seven
semipublic stations which are prdposed %0 be Included within Benton
Station exchange; and four somipubllie stations which.aie proposed
to be included within Bishop oxchange arca. |

Applicant states that increaséd travel and other activitics
along U. S. Eighway No. 6 are resulting in # grcator demand fox
telephone sexrvice and that the furnishing of toll station telephone
sexvice within tho Benton Station arca becomes inercasingly ineffi-
cient and costly bocause the addition of new stations roquires
construction 6: toll clrecults from the City of Bishop, a circult
distance of about 40 miles.

As 2 means of better serving the arca, applicant proposes
to:

1. Expand its Bithp exchange arc~ to provide Biahop

cxghangc service %o four oxisting toll statioms,
an )

2. Zstablish a dial ¢xchange to be located in o con-

crete building at the propo c? toll rate center of
the Benton Station cxch.ngc?

On and after the cstablishmcnt of the proposed Benton
Station dial exchange and the proposcd\cxpanéion of Bishop oxchange,
the applicant plans to: X

1. Cencel rates for the inactive toll ‘stations

2. Substitute oxchange pay station sopvice for the
toll station serviee now belng provided at the
sites of the three public toll statlions.

3 Offor Benton Station exchange service on an optional
basls to the agents or operators of the seven sexd-
public toll stations located within the proposcd
Bonton Station cxchange area.

(1) Exhibit "A" of the opplication shows the proposed toll rate
center of the Benton Stavion exchaonge o be in tho southwest

quartor of Scetion 32, Township 1 South, Range 32 ant,
Mount Diablo Bosce gnd Meridion.
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. Offer Bishop exchange tervice on an optional basis
To the agents or operators cf the four semipublic
toll stations located within the proposed expanded
portion of the Bishop exchange area.

5, Cecase to ¢stablish any 2dditional toll stationms
within the arcas proposed to be included in the

Benton Station or Bishop exchange arcas.

Applicant roquests cuthority to moke cffoctive in tho
proposcd Benton Statlon oxchonge its prosently offective lowost
level of rates for exchange scrvice ond 1ts basic schedulos of
rates for toll telephone and telegraph sorviees. The requested

asie cxchangc‘ratcs are as follows:

Bach Primary Station
Monthly Rate
Residencee  Business
Service Service.

Individual Line B 50 $6.75
2=Party Line 380 .60
LeParty Line 2.95 4,70
Suburban 10-Party Line (1lst Zono) 2.95 470

The establishment of a single toll rate center for the
proposed Benton Statlion oxchange would result in increases in toll
charges over certoin routes and reductions over other routes for
present toll station subseribers. Based on a study of originating
calls; applicent ostimates that tho over-a2ll cffect on toll chargoes
of existing.toll station subscribers in the arca would be a roduction
of $170 on an annual dbasis assuming a2ll toll stations are convertoed
To oxchange service. Toll cﬁarges willi not apply to toicphono
nessages between stations in the same oxchange which subseribe o
excharge scrvice. Toll charges will opply between toll stations,
betwoen exchange stations in separate exchanges, and boetween toll
stations ané ckchangc stations.

It appears from the cpplication that the establishment of
the propased oxehange will dncrease applicoantts investment in plant

approximately $18,500.
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Applicant stotes there is no public utility, corporation,
or person with whom the proposed exchange and service will compete,
and that 1t will proceed with 4its plan to establish the Benton
Station exchange and expand the Bishop exchange, as proposed,
pronptly after receipt of authorization from the Commission.

The Commission is of the opinion that establishment of the
Beatorn Station exchange and oxpansion of the Bishop exchange'as
proposed will result in fmproved telephone service and will not be
adverse to the public interest. ‘ ; |

Interstate Telegraph Company having applicd to this
Commission for an order authofizing it %Yo establish anm oxchango at
Beaton Station and to f£ile rates for service, and to expand Bishop
exchange, the Commlssion hoving considered applicant's request and
bcihg of the opinion that a public hearing thercon 1s not necessary
and thet the application should beo granted as herein provided,

"IT IS HEREBY FOUND AS & FACT that the inercases in rates
and chorges herein authorized aroe justificd and that-prosont rates,
in so far o5 they differ from thosc herein authorized, arc for tho
fature wnjust ond unrcasonable, therefore,

IT IS EEREBY ORDERED as follows:

1. L4pplicant is authorized to £ile In quadruplicate with.
this Commission, after tho offective date of tThis

order and on or before June 30, 1955, in conformance

with the provisions of General Order No. 96, the maps

of Beaton Station exchange and base rate arcas as set

forth in Exhibits "B" and "C" of the application and

the prolinminery stotement as set forth in Exhibit "E¢

of the copplication, and after not less than ton days!

notice to the Commission and to the public to make

s2id maps and preliminary statoment and the rates for

exehange, toll telephone, and telegraph service oS

discussed above offcetive for service in tho Bonton

Station exchonge on and after the establishment of the
dial cxchange.
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2. Applicant is further authorized to enlarge its
Bishop exchange areca as shown in thibit D" of
the application, and to make' sald map effective
on not less than tea days'-notlice to this Commission
and to the public. - '

The effec¢tive date of tpis erder shall be twenty days
after the date hereof.

Dated at ol , California, this _g& &

day of /é’//,_/z"j:”f///;l,;,__, ’ 19 5‘)_4_ -
/7 .
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