CRIGIEAL

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Doclaion No. @G S

GECRGE 0. COCK -
Complainant,
vs. | Case Ne. 5505

TEE PACIFIC TELEPEONE AND TELEGRAPE
COMPANY, a corporation,

Defendant.

George Q. Cook, In proprila persona. Pillabury,
Madison & Sutro, Ey John A. Sutro, and Lawler, Felix
& Hall, by L. B, Conant, for defendant.
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The complaint alieges that George 0. Cook, prior to
June ﬁ, 1953, was & subscriber and user of telephone service
furnished by defendant company under the number NEvada 6-2853
at 2890 Norton Avenue,.Lynwood, California. On or about
June L, 1953 these telephone facilities were Aisconmected by
reprosontatives of the Los Angeles County Sheriff?!s Office on
charges of bookmaking. The complaint further alleges that
complalnant has made a demand upon the defendant company to
have the sald telephone facilitles restored and that the
defendant telephone company has réfusod such demand. TUnder
date of December &, 1953 the defendant filed an answer, the
principal allegations of which were that the defendant tele-~

phone company had reasonable cause to believe that the use:
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wade or to be made of the teleﬁhone service furnished to conr-
plainant under number NEvada 6-2853 at 2890 Norton Avenue,
Lynwood, California was being or was to be used as an instru~
montallty directly or indirectly to yiolate, or to ald gnd
abet the violatlon of the law and that having such reasonable
'cause, defendant was required to disconnect the service
parsuant to Decision No. L1L15, dated April 6, 1548, in Case
No. L930. (47 cal. P.U.C. 853).

Public hearing was held in Los Angeles on January 18, .
195, before Examiner Syphers, at which time eéidence was

adduced and the matter submitted.

A% the hearing the complainant testified that he had

been arrested on or about June L, 1953 at nhis place of business
Zor bookmaking and that subsequently thereto he rled guilty,
was convicted, paid a fine, and placed on one yearts probafion.
Ho further testified that he now has need of teléphone racil-
itles inasmuch as he 1s in the wholesale oil business and needs
& telephone in the conduct of that enterprise.

| Exhiblt No. 1 i3 a copy of a letter dated June 3,
1953 from the Shefiff of Los Angeles County to the televhone
company requeating that telephone service under number:
NEvada 6-2853vbe disconnected. The position of the telephone
company was that Lt had acted with reasonable cause in diacon-
necting the telephone service inasmuch as 4t had received the
letter designated as Exkibit No. 1.

After & consideration of this record we now £ind that

the telephone company's action was based upon reasonable cause

&3 that term Is used in Decisfon No. LIL1S, supra. We further
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£1nd that the telephone facilities here in question were used &s
an fnstrumentality to sid end abet the violation of the law.
Inasmuch as the complainant has paid his penalty for any viola-
fon of the Peral Code which he committed and there is now no
indication that he will in the future use the telephone'racilé
itles in an walawful mémner, we also find that complainant 1s
entitled to telephone service on the same basis a3 any other

simflar subscriber.

The complaint of George 0. Cook against The Pacific
Telephone and Telegraph Company havihg been filed, public
hearing having been held thereon, the matter now $eing,read&
for decision and the Commission being fully advised in the -
 premises and basing Lts decision upon the evidence of record

and the rindings herein,

IT IS ORDERED that The Pacific Telephone and Telégraph

Company coensider an application for telephone service from the
complainant herein on the same basis as the application of any

new asubscriber.

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days

after the date herezgé// \Ezéz’
Dated at S prmn it A /l.o » California, this

//’ - day of '7"/”///%1/,-. 1954,
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