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Dqcision No. _4 __ 99_,_6_'_8_ 

BEFORE TEE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

GEORGE O. COOK 

Compla.inant, 

Vo. 

TEE PACIFIC TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH 
COMPANY, a. corpora t1on, 

Defendant. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

~ 
----------------------------) 

C400 N~. 5$05 

G~orgA O. Cook, in propria p~rsona. Pillsbury, 
Madison & sutro, by John A. Sutro, and La.wlor, Felix 
& Hall, by L. B. Conant, for defendant. 

OPINION ---- ... -' .... -.-

The complaint alleg~s that George O. Cook, prior to 
" 

June 4, 1953, was 8. subscrib~r and user· of telephon~ service 

furnish~d by der~ndant company under the number NEvada 6-28$3 

at 2890 Norton Avenue, Lynwood, California. On or about 

June 4, 19$3 th~se telephone facilities were d13eonn~cted by 

representatives of the Los Angel~s County Sheriff's ort1ce on 

charges of bookmaking. The complaint further alleges that 

compla1~~t has mad~ a demand upon the defendant company to 

have the said t~lephonj:) facilities restored and thAt the 

defendant telephone company has r~tu=od such demand. Under 

date of December 8, 19.53 the def~ndant tiled an answer, the 

principal allegations at which were that the defendant tele­

phone company had reasonabl~ eausq to beliove that th~ use 
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made or to be made of the t~lephon~ service furnished to com-

plainant under number NEvQda 6-28S3 at 2890 Norton Avenu~, 

Lynwood, California was being or wa3 to be used 8,0 an,1notru­

m~nta11ty d1r~ctly or indirectly to violate, or to aid and 

Qb.,t· th., violation of the law and that having such reasonablE! 

cause, d~tendant was r~qu1red to di30onn~ot the service 

pursuant to Decizion No,. 4141$, da.ted April 6, 1948, in Case 

~o. 49.30'. (47 Ca.l. P.U.C. 8S3). 

Public hearing was held in Loo Angeles on January 18, 

1954, before Exam1n~r Syphers, at which time eVidence was 

adduced and the matter submitted. 

At the hearing the complainant testified that he had 

been arrested on or about June 4, 1953 at his place of bUsiness 

~or bookmaking and that zubsequently thereto he pled guilty~ 

was conv1cted, paid a fine, and placed on one year'3 probation. 

He further testified that he now has need of telephone faCil­

ities inasmuoh as he is in the wholesale oil busineos and needs 

a telephone in the conduct of that enterprise. 

Exhibit No.1 is a copy of a letter dated June 3, 

19.5'3 from the Sheriff of Los' Ang"Je s County to the telephon" 

company req,u.,at1ng that telephone service under numb~r 

NEva.da. 6-2B53 be d1sconnected. The pos1tion of the t4'tlephon~ 

company w~~ that it had acted with reazenable cause in d13con­

necting the telephone service 1nasmuch. as it had. received th~ 

letter d.esignated as Exhibit ~o. 1. 

Atter a consideration ot th1:s record W(Jt now'tind that 

the telephone companyT3 act10n was based upon reasonable cause 

&3 that term is u:s~d in Decision No. 4J41S, supra. We turther 
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find that the teiephone racilities here in question were ue~d as 

an instrumentality to aid an~ abet the viol~t1on of the law. 

Inasmuch a~ the complainant has paid his penalty ror any Viola­

tion or the Penal Code which he comm1 tted and there is now no-
", ,t l 

indication that he w1l~ in the ruture use the telephonetaeil~ 

itie:s in an unlawful manner, we also rind that complainant i3 
. t 

entitled to telephone s~rvice on the same basis as any other 

similar subscriber. 

o R D E R ..... --~-

The complaint or Oeorge O. Cook against The Pac1fic 

Telephone and Telegraph Company having been filed,'public 

h(llar1ng having been held thereon,_ the matter now bemg ready 
.-

tor deciSion and the Commission being fully advised in the. 

premises and ba.s1ng its- dec1sion upon the evidence of reco~ 

and the findings herein, 

IT IS ORDERED that The Pacific Telephone and Telegr~ph 

Company consider an application tor telephone service from th~ 

complainant herein on the same basis a:s the application of any 

n(llw subscriber. 

The effective date of this order shAll be twenty days 

Arter the date h~re6f. 

--tf, Dated. a.t ..-.""""-""'-"-".......;.6. ......................... ..;.w,,;...;.;..~_, California, this 

16 .: da.y of _-....j ........ .-....~ ....... ....,'-"""~ 


