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Decision No. -----
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COrlITfLISSION OF THE STATE OF CALI?ORNIA 

In the Matter or the Application or 
MELVIN H .. BUNTING, d'ba. LEETS AUTO 
S~AGE tINE, for cert1f1ca.te of public 
convenienco and necessity to operate 
passenger :ervice over and along 
certain streets as extens10nc of 
exist1ng routes in R1alto, San 
Bernardino County, California, to 
Fontana, and abaridomnent of certain 
streets in Rialto, a.nd schedule 
!orsuch service. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) Application No. 34961 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

-------------------------------) 
Melvin H. Eunting tor applicant. Dale Ha.rlan and 

L. B. Jones, for !{.etropolita.n Coacll Lines, protestant. 
Cl:larles c. Towle, tor Fontana Bus Lines; Ri chArd 
Glasscock, for San Be:-nard1no Valley Trans-it Lines; 
Ray R. McCombs, Mayor, tor City or R1alto; Harriett 
Olmos" tor Ontario Daily Report; interested. partios. 
Glenn E. Newton; Fred G. Ballenger and Lloyd c.. Young, 
tor the California Public Utilities COmmission'start •. 

o PIN ION ------...--

Melvin H. Bunting, doing 'business as toe'~ Auto Stage 

Line, now rend.ers service pursuant to autnority from tais Com-
(1) 

:nission, between Bloomington, San Bernardino, and Rialto, 

plus a service entirely in tho city or Rialto between the 

inters~ction of Etiwanda Avenue and Syc~ore Avenue and the 

(l) Decision No. 46590, da.ted Decem'ber 2l, 19.51, on Applica.-
tion No. 32922. ' 

. 
\ , 
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(2 ) 
.' intersection of Acacia Avenue~~d Foothill Boulovard. 

By the applica.tion herein Melvin H. Bunting seeks 

authority to discontinue servico over the portion otits Rialto 

line traversing tno following streets: commencing at the inter

section of Willow Avenue and Arrow Route, thenco via Willow 

Avenue., Ro~ewood Court, R'osewoocl Street, Rivers1cle Avenue, 

Victoria. Streotand Sycamore Avenue to its intersection with 
(3 ) 

Etiwanda Avenue. He also seeks authority to extend services 

trom the intersection of Arrow Route and Willow Avenue in the 

city o~ Ria.lto', via Arrow Route a.nd Siorra Avenuo to its inter

section with Merrill Avonue in the city of Fontana. 

A public hearing was held in ,Rialto 0:), Jsr.uary 21, 

1954, before Exa.."ll1ner Rogers, evidence 'wa.s presented and tb.e 

:natter was ~ubm1tted tor deCision. Prior to the hearing, notice 

thereof was posted. and pub'11zhed as required by this Commission. 

There VI~re no pr,otests to tbeabandonment of s,erv1ce as proposed. 

Appea.rances were made in support, of and in opposition to toe 

propo,eod extension or service to Fontana. 

In support of the proposed abandonment, Melvin H. 

Bunt1.ng te~t1f1ed that since the inauguration of service on .. 

Jt:.ly 20, 19$3, he has been and now is running eight schedules 

per da.y, six d.a.ys per weoK, over the.R1alto line. In the month 

or December 1953, during which month, he said, the route carries 

more passengers than any other month 1n the year, a total of 

(2) Dec1s1on No. 48770, d.a.ted June 30, 1953, on Application 
No. 34296. 

(3) From the map attaehed to the application 1t appears that 
the names or certa1n streets on the remaining' portion or 
the line have been cno.nged since .Decis1on No. 48770; i.e., 
1st Street to Ria.lto S-treot; Center Street to l'Z t Streot. 
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163 passengers used the portion of the line proposed to be 

a.bandoned. This is 10s$ than one-third of a pa.ssengor 'per ,trip. 

The proposed abandonment is 1.7 miles in length. Applicant 

~tated it coo.ts him 27 cents per m1l,e to operate this !lervice. 

Tne ta.rel is ten cents tor adults and five cents for children. 

From the record herein we are of the opinion and rind 

that tne continued operation or the service proposed to 'be 

a·oandoned is not justif'1ed by th.e patronage, toot· the revenue 

i3 not commensurate with the cost or opera.tion 'and that the .,/' 

continued opera.tion places a.n unwarranted burden on tne. applicant. 

The request for authority to abandon service will 'be grrulted to 

the extent set f'orth in the order herein. 

The evidence shows the following facts, wh1cn we find 

to be true, rela.tive to the present and proposed SChedules, 

tares and routes of' th.o applicant and th.e present sched.ules, 

tares and routes of' otherr passenger carX:iers now serving 'be- ./' 

tweel?, Fontana, Rialto and San Berna.rdino. 

Met,ropo11tan Coach Lines renders a. service (wh.ich 

originates in Los Angeles') between Fontana, Rialto- and San 
. . 

Bernardino. Th.is service operates, between th.e intersection or 

Sprir.g S·treet (a snort block above Arrow Highway) and Nuevo 

Avenue, in Fontana, and proceeds via S.pr1ng Stree~, S1erra. 

Avenue and Foothill Boulevard through Rialto into the center of 

Sa."l Bernardino. Schedules originate ,in $.8ll Bernardino a.t 

5:20 a..m., nnd. sixteen scb.e'dules are operated., tb:e la~t one 
. ,", .' 

leaving San Bernardino at 10 p.m. Eight minutes travel time 
: ' , . " • ,. : L 

are allowed between Sen Bernardino and Rialto and sixteen /" 

m1~utes between Sen Bernardino and Fontana. Eastbound scb.edule-s 
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start in Fontana at 7:20 tl.:1. and 17 schedules o.re operated betweon ./ 
•• , I 

Fontana ~d S~~ Bern~rdino through Ri~lto. The faros for adUlts 

are 20 cents froe So.n Bernt\rdino to Rialto and 30. cents froe 
• • I 

San Bernardino to FQntan~. 

App1icnnt operC'.tes c. service froI!l SD-n Bcrnardino to 

R1~lto st~rt1ng in S~n Bcrn~rd1no ~t or no~r the origin of 

Metropoli tM Coech Lines sorvice.. Tr~nsportCl.tion is now ronde red 

to Riclto vi~ Foothill Boulevnrd, the street used by ~ctropolitc.n 

Co~ch Lines, ~nd 'south through tho center of Ri~lto ecrOS$ Arrow 

:Route into BlooI!lington. .4lpplicnnt proposes to extond this 

service froo Riclto v1~ Arrow' Route west to Siorra ~venuc in 

FontcnCl. nnd south on SicrrC': Avenue to Morrill i.venue, o.r.rc-half 

!!lile south ~f Arrow Route. It is one-~~lt o1le between i~row 

Route end Foothill Boulev~rd ~d the two streets ~re p~rallol.. ~ 

Proposed schedules will cotlOence in Fontane'. c.t 6:55 c.ot'l., t~c 

next will bo nt 9: 10 e'..D. c.nd then h':'Iurly to ~.nd including .,/" 

1:30 p.o., ~hen at If:tro poO. Md h~u:rly to ~"ld including 8:50 p.tl~ . 
In the reverse directi~n tho first schedule will 1eD-vo 

S~n Bornardinr, ~t 8:25 a.tl. nnd thoronfter nt 10 ~d 11 n.:o., 

12 noon rtnd 1 p.o.., then 4, 5, 6 ~nd 8':25 p.tl., .Thopropo~od 

running tiee between S4\n Bern4\rdino ~nd Fontana will be ~ppro:d.-

::l~.telY' 25 ::linutos .. t'.nd betwoon Rir'-l tr. end FontOl:l it will be / 

~pprox~n~tc1y 15 ~inutos~ F~res are 15 cents fro~ s~ Born~dino 

to Ri~lto~nd :::.pplicc.nt proposes to charge rul ~dditionnl '5 cents ,/ 

f~r service to Locust ~vcnuc, 4\pproxi~ntely o1dw~Y' botwce~ the 

center of R1~lto end t~o center ~~ Font~~, ~nd ~ ~dd1tion~1 

10 cents for servico into Fcnt~~. 
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In addition to .tb.e foregoing, San Bernardino V.9l1ey 

Transit Lines, in co~bination with Fontana Bus Lines, serves trom 

the same origin point in St:'n Bernardino south to Valloy Boulev9,rd 

(about two miles south of and pa.rallel to, Arrow Route) passin'S ./ 

tbrougb. Bloomington and then west to Al~er Avenue and on Alder 

Avenue to and then along Arrow Route through Fontana. No service 

is rendered to or through-. Rialto. The tare tor this combination 

service is Z$ cents trO:ll San Bernardino to Fontana.. 

Four public witnesses,. residing on or near Arrow Ro~te 

between Fontana and Rial to, appeared f~n support of tb.e a.pplica.tion ~ 

and 1t was stipulated that it twenty-seven other witnesses who, 
, I 

, 

were pre::ent in court were called they would testify to sub-

stant1ally the same effect as those called. Service is desired 

between the witnesses f homes and Fontana, R1a.l to and Sa.n 

Bernardino via Arrow Route between Fontana and Rialto,. None v 

hadcompla.1nts against th.e Metropolit,a.n Coach tines service but /' 

compla1ned or the d13tance from their homes or destinat10ns to 

the available service. One or two desired a serv1ce, as proposed 

by applicant, extend1ng further south 1n the city o~Fontana than 

the :;erv1ce of Metropo11ta.n Coach. Lines. Tb.e w1tnesses would Use 

the proposed eervice with frequencies vary1ng from four times 

per day (one witness) to once a week. Through. service is a.l$o 

desired tro~ p01nts on or near Arrow Route oetween Fontana and 

Ri~lto to San Bernardino. 

The Honorable Ray R. McCombs, M.ayor. of Rialto, described 

tne growth of the Fontana-R1alto-Ssn Bernardino area. and stated ,/ 

~h.at th.earea 13 cbang1ng from agricultural to 1ndustria.l. He 
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reforrod' to tho ostcb11s'hJ:1ont o;C tho plC'.nt of Tnylorod' (s,:tc)~· 
, ' , 

Sl~cks of'Hollywood in RiCtlto nne. its futuro onploYQont; (soo 

Exhibit No.4), r..nd the pos,S"1'b11ity of' othor industries; :tn, 

Ri::-.lto.. It was his opinion tMt n p~ssongor st~.ge serv1eo along 

l~row Route, ~, proposed', was required. 

Mr. C:'mpbell, the Seeret~rY-Xre~surer of' the, Fontann 

Re~l Est~te Boare., testified thct there' are ten trttc"ts ,under c'on- /I"" 

struction in Fontantt o.ne. fiv'e propos:od with 7$0 homos being V'" 

in tho ton nc-w t:r;4'.cts. It 'would, he' soid', 'bonofi t mc.ny, 1'001'10' 
, . ;' ' 

if they could got from Fontt:~na to Rialto end San Borncrdino. 

He ~lso stntod th.."'.t he novel' opposes t.n c.pp11ctttion to ttdd ::l. 

pC'.ssengor stngo' sorvico. 

~. H~lM" reprosont1.ng tho Motropo.l1trol COtlch. Linos, 

prosonted tr . .,,!!1c checlts of pessongcrs cCU"riod 'by th.isline 00-
, 

1 ~." 

twoen Fontnna, Rin.lto nnd Slln EornPordino. Thosochocks show y 

th~t on Thursday end Frid~y, !~nu~ry 14 and 1" 19~, (roprosontct1vo 

days) opcrPot1ng l6 schedules o~ch d~, slightly over fourpessorigers ',/ 

per trip were. c~:riod ccstbound and loss th~ five p~songors per ~ 

trip were cru:-riod wostbound. It wns his opinion thAt, tho proposod 

sorvico Wi,ll joopc.rd1zo tho oXisting sorvic::o. 

App11c~t tostifiod th~t tho popuL~tion of Font~~n w~s 
, " 

13,69$ ltl.t~ in 19,2 o.nd thc.t tho populc.tion of R1nlto wcrs3,1$6, in 

19$0. The 'ovidenco c.1so shows thr~t thoso citios Coro groWing 

"out tho present populc.t10n Wt:!S not givon. Thoro .:'.ro two' 

ccrtificatGd sCJ:"Vicos in addition to npp11ctult nowsorving tho 

ru:o~~, Mctropo11 tan Coc.ch Lines Md Fontl'.na Bus Lines.· O'rio· ot 
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tbee renders ~ loe~l service in th~ City 01' Font~, both sorvo. 

between. Font~~ ~.nd s.~ .Bc;-n~d1no, one. s~.rves Ric.lto: en route 

between· S~"l' Bern..:....rd1no tl.nd. Fontan~ ~.nd one serves Rinl to by , 
~ '.',' '. '. . . *' , • ' 

connecting with app11co.ntts.sc~cos rl.t Bloom1ngton. J.pplicc.nt J s 

proposed s~l"Wice be.twoen Fontana and R1o.1to would "00 slightly more 

direct thml tho service ot Me t.ropoli trol COCCA Lines end. the. tOoros 

would be lower. 

Lpplic~nt introducod no evidence to demonstrate thct 

his expected trn!f1c would not como tl'"om. tho oXisting c~1cirs'. , ' 

On the contrc.ry, ,the eVidence tends to. show: that c.lo.rgo. portion 

woUld "00 t~o~ from existing services. 
t, : .. ' 

Tho protoction t:Jt the investment of D. p~sscngor c~n1cr 
I ' ~ • . I • 

which is doing its full duty to tho public is demcndod not morely 
". 't 

~.S a matte%' of fairness but also as a mattor of comon sonse. 
, ' J I ".' • j' , 

Inasmuch ns tho, evidence deI:lonstr~.tos, tMt tho, existing. carriers 
• . ' I ' • , , " Ie 

nro serving nccording to thei~, authority ~.nd ta11s,:to show,:th~t 
, ' " . ..1 ' 

t,hcre isn.dcCJ.u~te trd:f'icto. supp~rt <,.n ~dditio.no.l c=rr-ior bo-
. . '. ',. . , . , 

t'Wcon the C1 ty or Font~"la o..nd tho City of R1~1 to;, ~uth~ri ty to 
. . . " 

ct:Jnduct through service botween theso cities will bo denied. 
, . ., : 

The evidence shows, however, tho.t there is~ limited 
.,' " "', . d '. ' ',J. ;" '. 

nood by residents along or- ne~r Arrow Route nnd outs1dothc. 
, '"." I •• ' 

ci tics of Rialto end Fontan,t\ tor, e." service betwoen. thoir . .homcs 
• • , • ' • • .' .' : j ~ ~ \. • 

n.nd Rialto. o;rFo.nt~a. l~ccording~y, ~,~., find ~et pu'b11c~ ,.eon-
. .. .' ".' ., ~ .' . '. , . '" . 

venience and .noc~ss1ty reqU1r~. thnt appli~Mt.~'bc. given,.l'.utho;-1ty 
• " '; '" ' . I , •• 

to Ctlrry passongers. or1g1nat~ngD.t., or des,ti.nod to points intor

mediato 'betwoen Fontcn~ nnd Rirl.lto. 
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OR DE·R ... - ........ -

A public hearing bAv:tng been held,. eVidence presonted, 

and the matter =ub~tted,. 

IT IS ORDERED: 

(1) Tnat MolvinE;' Bunting, doing business as Lee's Auto 

Stage Lino, be, and he hereby is, authorized to di5continue 

service over tbAt portion ot his route situated in tb.ecity or 

Rialto and dC3 cr1bed 'as follows: 

Commencing at the intersect'ion of Willow Avenue 
and Arrow Rou.te,. tb.ence via. Willow Avenue, Rosewood 
Court" Rosewood Street, Rivero1de Avenue" V1c'tor1a . 
S·treet and Sycamore A venue to its interse'ction wi tb. 
Etiw~~da Avonue, 

subject, however" to tb.e following conditions: 

(a) Toe public shall be given not less tnan ten days' 
advance notice or the proposed discontinuance 
by the posting or noti ces in all buses. used in 
the des,er1becl. service and a1j all passengorstops 
along tho route to 'be abandoned. 

('b) Applicant shall make any.necezso.rycnanges 'in his 
tarifrs and timetables" and shall, within thirty 
days a.f~r tne dis continue.nce of serv1 ce, notify 
the Comm1: s ion in writIng or !:Us compliance. wi tb. 
this order. 

11' IS FUFTHERO?,,'DERED: 

(2) That a. cert·1ticate or public convenience and necessity 

'bo, and it hereby is, granted to Molvin S. Bunting, d.oing bus1-

nes: as toef~ Auto Stage Line, autnor1z1ng the establishment 

and opera.tion or a service as El. pa::sengor stage corporation,,' 

as defined in Section 226 or the Public Utilities Code ,·tor 
," 

tb.e tr.a.nspo:r-tat1on or persons between the 1nter~ect1on ot' . 
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Arrow Rou.te tUld Willow Avenue in Rialto, on tb.e one l"ulnd,·e.nd tile 
I ~ " ~ , • I ~ f~ " . 

intersection ot S1erra Avenue and Merrill Aven~e in'tee city ot 
.: ':' •• : , ... , .,-' • ~ \ ,. , I' 

Pont ana, on the other hand, .and intermedia.te points, su.bj~ct to, 
1"\\ • 4, ;' 

the following conditions and restrictions: 
" , 

(a) All passengers carried sha.ll or1g1nnte at, or be . 
destined to, some point 1nterrr.ediate ,between tJ:l.9 
intersection of Palmetto Avenue and Arrow Route 
in the city ot Fontana, on tbe one hand, and 
tho intersection of Arrow Route and Willow 
A venue" 1n tne c1 t'Y' ot Ria.l to, on the otb.er hand. 

(0) No 'eb.rough. pacsengerz shall be transported between 
pOints east or south or the city of Rialto, on 
tne one hand, and points west of the city ot 
R1al to, on tbe other h.s.."'l.cl. . 

(3) That, in ;lrovid1ng service pursu.ant to the certif1cate 
I here~n granted, there shall be compliance with the tollowing 

service regu.lat1ons: 

(a) With1n thirty days after the effective date 
hereof, app11 cant shall file a. written ac
ceptance o!> the certiticate' herein granted. 

('0) Wi thin sixty days after tb.e effect1ve date 
horeof, and upon not loss than five day,~ 
notice to toe Commi!lsion and tho public,· 
applicant shnll establish the serv1ce here1n 
authorized and tile in triplicate, and con
currently make er!'ect1ve~ tar1tts and time 
schedules so.tistactory to' the C~mm1ssion." 

(c) S~bject to the autb.or1ty or this COl:lm1ss1on 
to change or modify such at' @'Y' time., , 
M,el vin H. Bunting shall cond.uct such passen
ger stage operation OVer and along the 
t'0110Vl1ng described. route: " 

Commencing at the intersection ot Willow 
Avenue o.nd Arrow Route in tne c1 t;r ot ~ 
Rialto, thence Via Arrow Route and Sierra 
Avenue to, its intersect10n with M~rri1l 
A venue in the c1 ty or. Fontana'; 

I 

" 
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a:tter 

day or 

Applicant is authorized to turn b.13 mo,tor 
veb.1cles at termini and intermediate 
po1nts l in either direction, at inter
sections or $treets or oj" operating around. 
a 'blo,ek contiguous to· '3UCb. intersections ... 
or in accordance with local trarric rule$. 

Tb.e efrective date ot tb.i:s order sb.all be twenty days 

the cis. te b.ereo!. 1 -. 

Da.t~d at -~~1///;?V 
i?d:;/;,/ - :, 19$4; 

J o \ f\V_~\_',' '. 
·~~ri 

'I .' 


