Decision No. 42G83

BEFORP TEE PUBLIC UIILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of
MELVIN H. BUNTING, dba LEE'™S AUTO
STAGE LINE, for certificate of public
convenlience and necessity to operate
passenger service over and aleng
certaln streets 2s extensions of
existing routes in Rialto, San
Bernardino County, California, %o
Fontana, and abandonment of certaln
streets In Rialto, and schedule

for such service.

Application No. 3L96L

Melvin H. Bunting for applicant. Dale Harlan and
L. B. Jones, for hetropolitan Coach Lines, protestant.
Charles C. Towle, for Fontana Bus Lines; Richard
Glasscock, ifor San Bernardino Valley Transit Lines:
Ray R. McCombs, Mayor, for City of Rialto; Harriett
0lmos, lor Ontario Daily Report; interested partios.
Glenn E. Newton, Fred G. Ballenger and Lloyd C. Young,
Tor the California Public Utilitles Commission staff. .

Melvin H. Bunting, doing dbusiness as Lee's Auto Stage
'Line, now renders service pursuant to authority fromlthis Com~
lssion, between Bloominpton; San Bernardine, and Rialto,(l)
plus a service entirely Iin the clty of Rialto between the

intervection of Etiwanda Avenue and Sycamore Avenue and the

(1) pectsion Wo. h6590, dated December 21, 1951, on Applica-

tion No. 32922.




A. 34961 - MP

s (2)
intersection of Acacla Avenue snd Foothill Boulovard.

By the application herein Melvin K. Bunting seeks
authority to discontinue servico over the portion of 41ts Rialte
line traversing the following streets: commencing at the inter-
section of Willow Avenue and Arrow Route, thence via Willow
Avenue, Rosewood Court, Rosewood Street, Riverside Avenua;v
- Victorlia Strect and Sycamore Avenue to 1ts Intersection wiﬁh
Etiwanda Avenue.( ) He also seeks authority to extend services
from the Intersection of Arrow Route and Willow Avenve in the
city of Rialto, via Arrow Route and Sferra Avenuo o its intere
section with lierrill Avenue in the city of Fontana.

A public hearing was held intRialto'on‘Januarylzl,
195l, vefore Examiner Rogers, evidenceﬁwas precented and the
mattef was submitted Lfor decision. Prior to the hearing, notiée
thereof was postqd.and published as requiredfby tnis‘Comﬁisaion.
There were no protests to the_abandonmént'of service as proposedQ
Appearancés were made in suﬁport=orland.1n oppbsition to the
prép sod extension of service to Fontana.

In suppdrt of the proposed abandomment, Melvin H.
Bunting testifled that since the inauguration of service on
July 20, 1953, be has been and now is running elight schedules
per day, six days per‘week, over the Rialto line. In the month
of December 1953, during which month, he said, the route cérries.

more passengers thnan any other month in the year, a total of

(2) Decision No. L8770, dated June 30, 1953, on Application
No. 3L296. . ‘

(3) From the map attached to the application 1t appears that
the names of certain streets on the remainﬁng-ﬁortion of

the line have bsen changed since Decision No. 48770: f.e.,
18t Street to Rialto Streot; Center Street to 1st-Stroot._

-2-
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163 passengers used the portion of the line propo,ed to be
abandoned. Thls 1s less than one- =third of a passengor per . trip.
The proposed abandonment 1s 1.7 miles in length. Applicant
stated 1t costs him 27 cents per mils to operate this service.
The fare Ls ten cents for adults and five cents for children.

From the record herein we are of the opinion and find
that the continued operation of the service propqsed to}be‘
avandonsd is not‘justifiqd b& the patronage, that the Tevenue
{3 not commensurate with’thg cost of operation 'and.that the v
continued operation places.An‘unwarrantod burden on thq applicant.
The request for auﬁnority.tg abandon service will be granted to
the extent set forth in the orderfherein.‘

The evidence b.ow0 the following Lacts, which we'find
to be true, relative to pbe present and proposed schedules,

' fares and routes of the apﬁlicant and the present sch;dulos, -
fares and routes of other passenger carriers now serving be- “
tween Fontana, Rialte and San Bermardino.

Metropolitan Coach Lings renders a_servicg (which
originates in Los Angeles) between Fontana, Rialto and Sar
Bernardino. This sorvicévoperateq between the intersection of
Spring Street (a short block above Arrow Htghway) and Nuevo
Avenue, Iin Fontana, and proceeds via Spring Streep,JSierra
Avenue and Foothill Boulevard through Rialto Into the center of
San Bernardino. Schedules originate In Sean Bernardino at
£:20 a.m., and,sixteen scbedules'are operated} the last oné
leaving San Bernardinc at’lo pem. Dight minutes travel time

are allowed between Son Bernardino and Ria;to and gixteen o

mizutes between Sen Bernardino and Pontana. Eastbound schedules
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start in Fontana at 7:20 3. and 17 schedules are operated'betﬁeen e
Fontanz and San Bernardino.throughrRialto. The fureu for adults
are 20 cents from San Be?nardino to Rialté and 30,centsvf;om-
San 3erna:dino to Fontana. | - |

| Applicant operaées o service f;om San Bernardino to

Rialto stnfting in Son écrnardino at or near tnc origin,of
Metropolitan Coach Lines service. Iransportation Is now rendered
to Rialto via Foothill Bowlevard, tho strect used by Metropoliton
Coach Lincs, and'soﬁtﬁ through the center of Rislto across Arrow
Rouve inte Bloomiggton. Applicant proposcs to oxtend this

sorvicc froa Rialto vi; Arro&'Route woest to Siorra Avcnuclin'

o“tﬂ.nq And south on Sicrrs fvenue to Merrill Avonuc, onc-half
nile south of A;rqw Route. It is one-~half milc between Arrow
Route and Foothill Boulcv#rd and the two streets are parallol. 7
Proposed schedules will commence in Fontana at 6:55 2oll., the
nexs wi’l bé at 9:10 d.m. and then hourly to ahd inclﬁding' d
l: 30 Pele, then at %:40 Polls and hourly to and includzng 8 50 p.m.
In thc reverse direetion tho first schedule will leave

Sen Bernardxno at 8:25 2.2, and thercafter at 10 and 11 a.o., v
12 noon and 1 p.s., then %, 5, 6 2nd 3: 25 p-tla .Thcvp:oposed
running tine betwoen San Bernardino and Fontunh will be approxi-
nétcly 25 minutes: and between Rialte and Fontmme it wiil ben e
app:dki:atcly 15 minutes, Fares are 15 cents from San Bornurdino
to Ri;ito'~hd applicant proposos o cha rgc an udditional 5 ccnxs v

£ar service to Locust nvcnuc, opproyimntoly 2ildway detween the {'

ceater of Rialto and the cenfer o: Fontanz, ond m additional 7

10 cents for service into Fentana.




In addition to the foregoing, San Bernardino-Valley’
Transit Lines, in combination with Fontans Bus Lines, serves from
the same origin point Iin Sen Bernardine south to Valley Boulevard
(about two miles south of and parailel to Arrow Route) passing -
through Bloomington and then west to Alder Avenue and on‘Aldef
Avenue to and then along Arrow Route through Fontana. No service
is rendered to or through Rialto. The fare for this combination

service 1s 25 cents from San Bernardino to Fontana.

Four public witnesses,.residing on or near Arrow Route

between Fontana and Rialte, sppeared in support of the application
and 1t was stipulated that if twenty-éeven other witnesses who
were present In court were called théy would testify to sub-
stantially tbo’same effect as those called. Service is»desired
between the witnesses' homes and Fontans, Rialto and San
Bernardino via Afrow‘Route between Fontans and Rialﬁo, None
had complaints agalnsy thg Metropolitan Coach Lines service but
complained of the distance from thelr homes or cestimations to
the avallable service. One or two desired a service, as,propqsed
by applicant, extending further south in the city of Fontana than
the service of Metropolitan Coach Lines. The witnesses would ﬁse
the proposed cervice with frequencies varying rrom four times
ver day (one witness) to once & week. Through service 1= also
desired from points on or near Arrow Route between Fontans and
Rialto to San'Befnardino.
The Honorable Pay R. McCombs, iiayor.of Rialtd, described
_ the growth of the Fontana~Rialto-San Bernardine area and stated | v

what the area 1s changiﬁg from agricultursl to industrial. He
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icfdrrca‘to the establishment of the plant of Taylored (sfe)
SlacKS'of'HblIonodlin Rizlto and its fu%uréicnployndntz(soe‘~
Exhibit No., %), and the possibility of othor industries fin
Rialto. It waé his opinlon that‘a passcngcrjstagc serviceo élong
Lrrow Route, as proposed, was required.

Mr. Campbell, the Secretary-Ireasurer of the Fontana
Real Estate Bonrd, testified thot there are ten tracts under cop-
struction fn Fontanz and five proposo& with 750 homes being , v
in the ten new tracts, It would, he said, bonofit‘many pcbp1c
if they could get from Fonmtana to‘RiaItov#nd San Bornaréino.'
Hc_alsd stated that he never opposes on applicgtiOn'to 2dd a
passenger stage service. | |

Mr. Herlen, representing the Motropolitam Coach Lines,
presented traffic checks of pessengers carricd by this line be-
tween Fontana, Rialto and San Bormardino. Theso checks Shcw '
that on Thursdey and Fridey, §anuary 1% and 15, 1954, (roprosontative
days) operatiné 16 schc&ulcs ¢each day, slightly over four po ssongcrs ,r.
er trip were carriod castbound and loss than five passongers pcr /
trlp were carried westbound., 1t was his Opinion that the proposod
sexvice will jeopar&ize tho cxisting sorvmco.

npplicant testifiod thet the population of Fontena was‘
13,695 1«t& 1n 1952 ond thet the population of Rialto was 3, 156 in o

1950.‘ Tho ovidcnco also shows thnt theso citios aro growing

v’
but the present population.whs not given. Thora are two ‘
certificated servicos inraddition to‘applicantfnowAécrving the

afda5 MctrOpolitan.Coach\Lineé and Fentena Bus Linos;\ Ohb-oﬂ"
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then renders a local service in the City of Fontana, both sorve

betweén'Fontana and San Bermardino, one serves Rizlto en foutof
between San ‘Bernardino and. Font.nq'and'ono serves Rialto by . K
connecting with applicant's services at Bloomington. Lpplicontts
proposcd service botwoon Fontanh and Rialto would bo olightly nore v
diroot than the scrvico of Metropolitan Coach Linos and tno fures v
would bc lower. | A o S v

| | Applic*nx 1ntroducodfno evidence to domonstra to'thct
nis oxpoctod'té offic would not come from tho oxisting carriers. v
On tho controry, the cvidonco tonds to. show that 2 lqrgo portion L
would bo thkon from oxisting services.

Tho protoction of the, invootmont of a passenger carricr
which is doing its full duty to the public is demanded not moroly
23 a matter of fairness but also as & magtor of common aonso.
Inasmuch as the ovidence demomstrates thet tho,cxi;ting:c,rr}ors |
arce serving ocoording_to thelr authority and failswﬁo‘show,thcf_
thero is adequate tfszic %o, support qn-additionai cexrior bo-
tween the City of Font ona 1nd the City of Rialto, ouxhority to
conéuct through: servico botwoon these citios will bo denied. /
Thc ovidonco ohows, howover, t&at there is a 11mited

need by rosidonts ~long or no~r Arrow Route and outsido the
c*tios of Rialto and Fontanm for 2, scrvico botwoon tnoir.homoa
and Rlalto or Fontana. Accordingly, we. ’ind that public-con-
venicnce and nocossity roquiro thwt applicqnt bo given, ~uthority

to carry passongors originating 2t or destined to pointa inter-
vmodiato betwoen Fonx.nw and Rialte.
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RDER

10

’

A public Bearing having been held, evidence presented,
and the matter submitted, | .
I? IS ORDERED:
(1) That Melvin E. Bunting, doing business as Lee'slAﬁto
Stage Line, bVe, and‘he hereby ié, authorized to discontiﬁue -
service over that‘portion of his route situated in the cify of

Rizlto and deseribed as follows:

Commencing at the intersection of Willow Avenue
anc Arrow Route, thence via Willow Avenue, Rosewood
Court, Rosewood Street, Riverslde Avenue, Victorla
Street and Sycamore Avenue to its intersection with
Etiwanda Avenve, ’ ' I

subjecet, however, to the roliowing condltions:
(a) The public shall be given not less than ten days"'
advance notice of tho proposed discontinuance
by the posting of notices im all buses used in
the descrived service and at all Passengoer stops .
along the route to bYe abandoned.

(b) Applicant shall make any nececsary changes in his

tariffs and timetables, and shall, within thirty
days after the discontinuancs of service, notify
the Commission In writing of his compliance with
this order. ; >

IT IS FUFTHEER ORDERED:

(2) That a certificate of public convenience and necessity
be, and it heredby 1s, granted to Melvin H. Bunting, doing busi-
ness as Lee's Auto Stage Line, duthofizing the establishment
and operation of a service as a passengqr stage corporation,j “

az defined in Section 226 of the Public Utilitles Code, ‘for

the transportation of'persons betweéh the intérsectiqn‘gr*,
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Arrow Route and Willow Avenue in Rlalto, on the one hand, and the
interzection of ;;e?ra'Avénue‘and ngp##; Avenue in'the city 6?1
Fontana, on thg other nggd, and‘intggmediate points, subjgct td
the fqllowiﬁg conditions and restrigpions:

(2) All passengers carried shall originate at, or be
s destined to, some point Intermediate between the
intersection of Palmetto Avenue and Arrow Route
in the c¢ity of Fontana, on the one hand, and
the intersection of Arrow Route and Willow
Avenuve, in the c¢ity of Rialte, on the other hand.

No through passengers shall be transported between
polnts east or south of the city of Rialto, on

the one hand, and points west of the city of
Rlalto, on the other hand.

(3} That, 1n.providiﬁg‘30rvice pursuant to the ceftificate

herein granted, there shall be compliance with the :oilowing |

service regulationss

(a) Within thirty days after the effective date
hereol, applicant shall file & written sc-
coptance of the certificate herein granted.

(b) Within sixty days after the effective date
horeof, and upon not less than five days!
notice to the Commission and the publie,
applicant shall establizh the service herein
authorized and file in triplicate, and con-
currently make offective, tariffs and time
schedules satisfactory to the Commission,”

Subjfect to the authority of this Commission
1o change or modify such at any time, o
Melvin H. Bunting chall conduct such passen~
ger stage operatlion over and aleng the
Tollowlng desceribed route: v

Commencing at the intersection of Willow
Avenue and Arrow Route in the city of -
Rlalto, thence via Arrow Route and Sierra
Avenue to 1ts Intersection with Merrill
Avenue In the city of Fontana. a




Applicant is authorized to turn his moetor
vehicles at termini and intermediate
points, In elther direction, at inter—~
sections of streets or by operating around
a block contiguous to. such intersections,
or in accordance with local traffic rules.

The effective date of thls order shall be twenty days
alter the date hereof.

/4 .
sy . .1
Dated at /Mn A 2 S A » California, this ~2%
day of ‘Z/Q//Jf}r) — , 1954, :

‘ / .-~ fresident.
atia D Gaciuin)
SN

O

Ny ;caﬁnlﬁioz;era




