Decision No. L0504

BEFORB THE PUBLIC UTILITIZS COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

DOROTEY SILTON,
Complainént,'
V. ' Case No. 550k

THE PACIFIC TELEPHONE AND
TELEGRAPE COMPANY, a corporation,

Defendant.
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Dorothy Silton in propria persona. Pillsbury,
Madison & Sutro, by John A. Sutro, and Lawler, Felix
& Hall, by L. B. Conant, for The Pacific Telephone and
Telegraph Company.

OPINION

The complaint alleges that Dorothy Siltoﬁ, who resides
at 101194 Stilson svenue, Los Angeles, prior to October 17, 1953,
was a subscriber and user of telephone service furnished by
defendant c¢ompany under number TExas 0-401L. On or about
October 17, 1953, these telophoné facilitlies were disconnected
Dy police officers of the City oﬁ Los ingeles. The complainant
has madé demaﬁd upbﬁ the defendaﬁt telephones company to restore
cervice, dbut 1t has refused t¢o do 3o. ‘Itviggalso alloged that
complainant will suffer irreparable 1ﬁjury and greuat hardship
1f she 1s depfivéd of the use of her %telephonme, and further that
' she did not use and does not now intend to use the telephone

facllitfes as an inctrumentality to violate the law.
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Under date of November 17, 1953, this CommiGSLon, by
- Decision No. %9340 in Casc No. 550%, issucd an order granting
temporary interim relief, dirceting the telephone conpany to
restore telophonorsorvico to complainant pending o hearing on the
mattor. On November 27, 1953, the telephone company filed an |
answer, the principél allegation of which was that the toléphone ‘

company had roasonablo cause to believe that the uso made or %o be

— —

made of the telephone sorvice furnished to complainant under
number TEXas 0-401%; at 10119% Stilson Street, Los Angglos,
Californiz, was being or was o be used a5 an instrumentality to
violate or to 2id cﬂd abet the violation of the law.

Public hcdring was held in Los &ngelos on Januery 21;'
195%, before Examinéi Syphers, at which time cvﬁdcncc\wcs adduced
and the mettcr subm&tted

4t the hee ring the complrinant tostificd thut the.
pronises at 10119% Stilson Strect in lLos Angoles consist of an
apartment océupied by cOmﬁlainant, her hushand and hor d*ughtcr;
- On October 17, 1953,‘Mrs.iSilton and her daughtor and z gentlcman
friend named Bobd Davig, or Dowoese, were in the apartmont. The
two ledics were downstairs and Doweese was upstairs using thci
telephono. Police officers from the City of Los Angeles ontered
the apartment, made o scarch of the premisos and arrosted
Mrs., Silton and Mr. Dcwecsc on chargos of bookmakiné. Later,
Mrs. Silton was rcleased without further prosceution of these:
charges. 4 police officeor testificd thot he was present on the
occasion of the raid and arrest, and statod that the officers
ontered the prémiscs at 10119% Stilson Strect dt-about‘ll AeXl.
They found 2 man, who gave his name as Deweose, in an upstalrs

bedrooz. Near the télophono was & botting marker ond Dc&eoso-told
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thc'ofricors tThat he used the telephone to ¢all betteors instead
of having the betters call hinm,

Exhibit No. 1 is 2 copy of = letter dated October 20,
1953, from the Chiéf‘of Police of the City of Los Lngeles to tho
tclophone company, requosting that telephone scrvico-uﬁder humbcr
TExas O-4Olk% be disconnected., The position of the tolophone compeny
- was thﬁt it had acxéd with reasonable cause in aiuconnecting thae -
:tclcphono service inasmuch as it had rcccivcm tho lcttcr dcsignotcd
as Exhibit No. 1. _

Afte:‘a consideration of this record we now.find that\thd
telephane company's action was bascd'upon‘rc~sohablo cauuo, oz auch
Yern ig uscd in Decision No. 41415; atod Lprdil 6, 1948 (47 Cal.
P.U.C. 853). We further £ind that the tclcphonc facilities.horo in
question wore uscd as oan instrumontality to aid and abet the
vi~lation of tho law. However, there is no OVAdchO thht Mra. Silton,
her husbend, or her daughter s0 used tho facilitics, and the
tcutimony further indicated that Doweese no longer has ac;ess to

this telcphone. | _
| In light of this factual situation, and taking notice
of the fact thet the tclcphono facilities worc romovod on Octobor 17,‘
1953, and were not restored until Novenber 17, 1953, we are not now
inclined to subject tho complainant to any further removal. of telo~
phone facilitics as a result of the facts disclose& in this record.

QRDER

The complaint of Dorothy Silton against The Pacific
Telephone and Telegraph Compony hcving boon filcd; publié hé1ring
hoving 'been held thereon, the mwttcr now deing ready for dociaion,
the Commission being fully = advised in the premises and bnsing its

declsion on the evidence of record and the findings heroirm,
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. IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the order of this Commission in
Decision No. 49340, dated Novoiﬁgéil 17, 1953, in Casc No. 5’504;
tempbi-exily restoring telephozﬁe s'Brvi'éé to complainant, be made
pofmﬂncnt such restoration bcing subjcct to ﬂll r™mles and rogul:c-
tions of tho tclephonc company anc. to tb.c oxis’cing «.pplimblc Low.

The effective c.a“co of this orc.er shall be twonty &ays after
tlic date hercof,

Dated at ‘/ ﬂmu//m:‘ﬂ , Califomig, ‘chis L=
dey of "‘“4/»',/7144/?4/') =y 195%. |
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