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D~c i~ ion No _ __4_9_8_:1_0 __ 

BEPORE 'I'HE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Appllca t1,on of ) 
SOUTHE&~ COUNTIES GAS COMPANY OF ) 
CALIFO&~!A under Section 1002 of ) 
the Public Utilitie~ Code for a ) 
certificate that public conven1enc~ ) Application No. 3$087 
and neceosity require the exercioe ) 
ot the right: and privi1egeo granted ) 
by Ordir~nce No. So, of the City of ) 
BuenA Park, California. ) 
--------------------------.--) 

FrPJd~r1ck (j. .. Dutton, for applicant. 

OPINION 
~----~-

Southern CO'Un'c1es Gas Company or California, by th~ 

above-entitled application filed January 25, 1954, seeks a 

cArtificate under Sect1o:l. 1002 or the Public Utilities Code that 

public convenience ane n~ce~zity re~uire the exerc1s~ of the 

rights, priv11PJgez and ~rsneh1se granted by Ordinance Now 56 of 

the City of Buena park, orange County,' permitting the installa-

tion, maintenance and use of a gas distribution and transmission 

oystem in the ~tre~tc of ~aid c1ty. 

A pub11c hearing in this matter wa~ held before 

Examiner Warner on March 11, 1954 at Los Angeles. 
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Th~ franchise referred to, a copy or which i~ attached 

to the application as Exhibit A1 was granted by the city in 

accordance with the Pranchise Act of 1937, and 1~ of ind~termin­

ate duration. A fee is payable annually to th~ city eq~1valent 

to z.1o of the gross receipts arising from the uoe, operat1on, or 

possession of the franchise, out not less than 1% or the gross 

annual receipts from salea of gas W1thin the 1imit~ of the city 

under said franchise. 

Based on the year 19$3 AS shown in EXhibit 1, the 2% 
co~putat1on would control the f~e paid to Buena Park for that 

The costs incurred by applicant in obtaining the 

franchiae are stated to havo been $245.74, which amount includes 

costs incident to th1s application. 

No objection to the granting or the r~quested certifi-

cate has b~en ent~red. For many y~ars this utility or its 

pred~cezsors have served gaa in and about the area in which thA 

City or Buena Park is r.ow located without competition und~r 

rrs.nchis~ granted oy Orar.ge COimty Ordinances Noo. 123 a.nd 136 
dated D~cemb~r 22, 1914 and May 14, 1916, respAct1vely. As of 

December 31, 1953 there were 2,37~ active meters within the city 

~~d 2$.78 ~iles of ~Ain therein of which 24.89 miles of ~~1n w~re 

or. public right or way. ~ue to tho incorporation in January; 1953 
of the City or Buer~ Park, applicant applied tor and 3¢cured the 

rr~~ch1s~ granted by Ordinance No. 56 ot said city. 
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The certificate of pub11c conven1ence And necess1ty 

herein granted is subject to the .following prov1$1ons of law: 

1. That the Commission shall have no power to 
authorize the capitalization or the franchise 
involved herein or thi3 certif1cute or public 
convenienc~ and neces~ity or the right to own?' 
operate or enjoy such franchise or certificate 
or ~ubl1c convenience and necesz1ty in ~xce~3 
of the amouct (exclusive ot any tax or a~~ual 
charge) actually paid to the State or to a 
political :ubd1vision thereof a= the con3ider-
ation tor the grant or such trnnch13e, 
cort1t1cate of public convenience and nece~sity 
or righ.t. 

2~ That the franch.ise involved herein shall never 
be given any value betore any court o~ other 
public autnor1ty in any proceeding or any 
character in excess or the cost to th~ grante~ 
or the nec~ssary publication and any other sum 
paid by it to the municipality theretor at the 
time or the acquisition therecf. 

ORDER ........ ~ ~-
. r 

The above-entitled application having ~en tiled, a 

~ub11c hearing having been held? the matter having been ~ubmitt~d 
, 

ar.d now being ready tor decision~ 

IT IS HEREBY FOUND AS A FACT that public convenience 

~d r.ecessity require the exercis~ by applicant of the r1ghts 7 

pr1vi1eg~s ~nd fr~nc~Ge granted to applicant by Ordinance 

No. 56 of the City of Buer~ Park, Orange County, therefore, 
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IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that a certificate of public 

conven1enc~ and necessity be and 13 granted to Southern Count1eo 

Gas Compsny of California to exercise the rights and privileges 

granted by the City of Buena Park, Orange County, by Ordinance 

No. 56 adopted November 3, 1953. 
Th~ effective date of th1~ order shall be twenty days 

, California, this 


