
Decision No. __ J!..;;;;"':";;.;;;·S;;;..;80-..,;;;'-;..;::9 .... 

BEFORE TEE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application of) 
the County of Tulare for a Railroad) 
Crossing over the Southern Pacific ) 
Company's Railroad in Section 23, ) 
Township 21 South, Range 27 Eazt, ) 
M.D.B. & M. ) 

----------------------------) ) 
In the y~~ter of the Application of) 
the County of Tulare for a Railroad) 
Crossing over th~ Southern Pacific ) 
Company's Railroad in Section 23, ) 
TownShip 21 South, Range 27 East, ) 
M.D.B. & M. ) 

----------------------------) 

Application No. 32662 
as amended 

Application No. 34528 

Boris S. Stnnlez, for County of Tulare, applic~nt. 
R. s. Mye~s, for Southern Pacific Company, 

interested party. 
M. A. Getchcl, for CommiSSion st~ff. 

flEI1ilQJr 

The above appearances were made in Application No. 32662 
filed August 11, 1951 and ~mended October 10, 1954. ~his 

~pplication, as amended, requested authority to construct a railroad 

crossing ~t Henderson Avenue over the secondary main line of 

Southern Pacific Company's Fresno to Famosn V1~ Ex~~or'Linc. 

Public hearings on this applic~tion, as amended, were 

held in PorterVille, California, before Ex~miner Rowe on 

Jan~~ry 6, 19,3 and on June 2 of the s~~o yc~r. Oral and 

documentary evidence was submitted to show the need for the crossing 

at Henderson Avenue. Tho CommiSSion st~fr, after ~ study of the 

t:'l,'ltter, rccoMcndcd granting this A.pplic.~tion No. 32662', ~s .lr:londod, 

b~t conditioned upon the closing of Mulberry Avenue crossing. 
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A. 32662, as n~cnded AF 
A. 345'28 

Reference wns ~lso ~ade by the Co~1ssion stnrr to tho 

fact th~t by Decision No. 37800, d~ted April 17, 1945 in 

Application No. 25939, tho County npplic~nt had boen ~uthorized 

to construct n grade crossing at Westfield Avenue conditioned 

upon the closing ot Pioneer Avenue. The County of Tul~rc did 

not exercise this authority. It did, however, appe~r desirnble to 

the County ~nd to the Rnilroad Compnny that such opening nnd 

closing should nlso be mndc ~nd the p~rtics indicated a dosiro to 

enter into contracts to effect tho request of ~pplicnt1on No. 32662, 

ns anended, nnd also th~t provided by said Decision No. 37800. 

This proposal is in nccord with the area plans ot the DiVision 

of Highways, Dcp~rtocnt ot Public Works, for crossings of the 

proposed freew~y as indic~tcd by a letter ~ddressed to tho 

Comnission by the St~te Highw~y Engineer. 

In order to c~rry out this plnn l .. p,licnti"n No. 3l.(.5'28 

w~s tiled requesting the snmc relicf previously authorized by 

said DeciSion No. 37800 but which ~uthorization had lap:ed. Tho 

~~dcrst~nd1ng of the p~rt1cs ns to both ~pplications is st~ted in 

Ap?lic~tion No. 34528 by tho County in the following l~ngungo: 

"It is part of ~n area plan to proVido safe 
ro.ilrond crOSSings at evenly dist~ncod intorv~ls 
to serve the City of Porterville ~nd contiguous 
unincorpor~tod Ilre,')s by closing Pioneor ond 
Mulberry Avenue crOSSings ~nd opening the proposed 
Henderson Road crossing (Application No. 32662, 
BC-273.7) end obtaining permission to open the 
crossing herein applied fer; said new crOSSings 
being by ~~tural topogr~phy o.nd cx1st~nce of 
surrounding improvements ~nd type or plannod 
construction of .'lpproo.chcs and warning devices 
for superior in safety and scrvicc~bility th3n 
the crossings now existing ~nd proposed to bo 
closed as herOin ~llcgcd; that hearings before 
nn Ex~m1nor ot this Comolssion were held 
Jnnunry 6, 1953 .:'.nd June 2 195'3 at the City 
of Porterville on so.id APpilc~tion No. 32662 
o.nd evidence, both orlll nnd documcnt~ry, was 
entered rel~tlne to sn1d Henderson Ro~d 
crossing and those crossings contiguous and 
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A4 32662, as amended AF 
A. 345'28 

rela.ted thereto 'a'no. alleged herein and said 
applicati6nis. no~ un4er submission by your 
Honorable Commissioner pending an a.greement 
between the p'arties th'erein involved on 
various and sundry matters and pending the 
filing of this application." 

.Q.EllER 

Applications therefor having been filed, the Commission 

being fully advised in the premises, and finding that the public 

interest requires the following order, 

IT IS ORDERED: 

(1) That the County of Tulare is authorized to construct 

public crossings at Henderson Avenue and Westfield Avenue over the 

secondary main line tracks of tho Southern Pacific Company!: 

Fresno to Famosa via Exeter Line in Section 23, Township 21 South,. 

Range 27 East, Mount Diablo ~lSC and Meridian at the locations 

more particularly outlined and in the manner deline~tcd upon the 

dr~W1ngs attached to the contracts entered into between applicant 

and said railroad company dated December 21, 1951 and Mcrch 10, 1954 

and both filed with the Commission Y~rch 20, 1954 subject to and 

only upon the following conditions: 

(n) Tho above crossing at Westfield Avenue 

shall '00 identified as Crossing No. BC-273.1 

and that at Henderson Avenue shall be identified 

as CrOssing No. BC-273.7; 

(b) The entire expense of constructing 

the two crOSSings (No. EC-2?3.l and BC-273.?), 

except to the extent set £orth in zubparngraph 

(d) hereof, shall be borne by applicant; 
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A. 32662, as amended .A:F 
A. 3J,.528 

(c) S~id crossings shall each be of ~ 

minimum width of 2* feet and be cbnstructed 

equal or suporior to type shown ~s St~ndard 

No. 2 in Gener~l Ordor No. 72 and shall be 

protected by two Standard No. 8 flashing 

l1ght Signals of the type shown in General 

Order No. 75-B;" 

(d) The entire cost of acquiring and 

instslling such flashing light signals shnll 

be borne by applicant except t~t South~rn 

Pacific Company shall bc~r fifty per cent 

of the cost of acquiring and installing tho 

flashing light Signals at Westfield Avenue 
only; 

(0) Th~ opening to the public of the 

crossing at Westfield Avenue (No. BC-273.1), 

as heretofore ~uthor1zod,. shall not be made 

unless contemporaneously therewith Pioneer 

Avenue (Crossing No. BC-272.8) shall be 

closed and the crOSSing ~t Honderson AvenUe 

shall not be opened unless contemporaneously 

therewith Mulberry Avenue (Crossing 

No. BC-273.4) s~ll be closed, to vehicul~r 

traffic by the erection of fences or otber 

proper bnrricrs and the removal of the exist­

ing highway between said barriers at the solo 

cost of applicant; 
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A. 32662, ~s amended AF 
A.345'28 

(t) The cost of ma1nt~1n1ng s~id fl:).sh1ng 

light signals and those porti0.ns of SD.id 

. crossings to be opened located between lines 

two feet outside the outside rails shall be 

borne by Southern P~cif1c Comp~ny. 

(2) Within thirty days thereafter applic~nt shall give 
' , . :". "", 

the COmmission written notice of the completion of 311 s~1d 

construction and removal and of its compliance With the conditions 
, , 

hereof and or the contracts above referred to entered into by 

and between Southern Pacific Comp~ and appliennt, copies of 

which have been filed With this COmmission. 

(3) The authorization herein granted sh3l1 expire it not 

exercised Within one year ~ftcr the date heroof unless further 

time is gr~nted by subsequent ordor. 
}' 

The effective d~tc of this order shAll be twonty d~ys 
after the da to hereof. ,. 

Dated at.;&-tdb,£//( ./4':&/, Cal1fornia, th1~y 
of 12<7aA£'4 , 1954. 
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